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**Exploring John Perry Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality**

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality offers a fascinating entry point into
some of philosophy’s most enduring questions. Through his engaging thought experiments and
accessible writing style, Perry invites us to reconsider what it means to be oneself over time and what
implications this has for the idea of immortality. Unlike dry philosophical treatises, Perry’s dialogues
breathe life into complex concepts, making them approachable and thought-provoking for both
seasoned philosophers and curious readers alike.

In this article, we’ll delve deep into the core themes of John Perry’s dialogue on personal identity and
immortality, unpacking his views, key arguments, and the broader philosophical landscape that
surrounds these topics. Along the way, we’ll touch on related ideas such as the mind-body problem,
psychological continuity, and the metaphysical puzzles that make personal identity an endlessly
debated subject.

Understanding Personal Identity: What Makes “You”
You?

At the heart of John Perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality lies the fundamental
question: what exactly constitutes personal identity? This isn’t just a metaphysical curiosity—it has
real implications for ethics, law, and how we think about our own existence.

Perry’s dialogue often grapples with the classic problem of identity over time. We all change
physically and psychologically throughout our lives, yet we still consider ourselves the same person.
Philosophers have proposed various criteria to explain this continuity:

Psychological Continuity Theory

One influential theory discussed in Perry’s works emphasizes psychological continuity. According to
this view, what makes you the same person over time is the persistence of your memories, beliefs,
intentions, and personality traits. If future you can remember past experiences and maintain a
coherent mental life, then it's reasonable to say that you are the same individual.

Perry’s dialogue highlights challenges to this theory, such as cases involving amnesia or radical
personality changes, where psychological continuity is disrupted. These thought experiments force us
to consider whether identity is really tied to memory or if something else is at play.



Physical or Biological Criteria

Another angle Perry explores is the bodily or physical criterion of identity. Some argue that as long as
your body (or brain) remains essentially the same, your identity persists. However, Perry’s dialogues
often question this by imagining scenarios like brain transplants or teletransportation, where the body
might change or be duplicated.

These imaginative cases reveal how relying solely on physical continuity can lead to puzzling
conclusions about who “you” really are.

Immortality and Its Philosophical Challenges

Perry’s dialogue on personal identity and immortality naturally extends to questions about life after
death, eternal existence, and what it means to live forever. Immortality isn’t just a fantasy for
Perry—it’s a philosophical problem that intersects with how we understand identity.

The Puzzle of Immortality

If personal identity depends on psychological or physical continuity, what happens when we imagine
an immortal self? Perry’s dialogue probes whether an immortal person would remain the “same”
person after countless experiences, memories, and changes accumulated over an infinite lifespan.

This raises important puzzles: can a person truly be the same self forever if they change endlessly?
Does an immortal existence undermine the very notion of identity, or does it reinforce it?

Immortality and the Self

Another interesting point in Perry’s discussion is whether immortality requires a stable, unchanging
self. If the self is fluid and evolving, as some psychological theories suggest, does that make
immortality less desirable or coherent?

Perry’s dialogue encourages readers to think critically about the desirability of immortality. Is it
something we should want? Or does the impermanence of identity give our lives meaning?

John Perry’s Thought Experiments: Bringing Abstract
Ideas to Life

One of the reasons John Perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality resonates so well is his
use of vivid thought experiments. These imaginative scenarios help unpack abstract concepts by
placing them in concrete, relatable contexts.



The “Prince and the Cobbler” Scenario

In one famous thought experiment, Perry imagines a prince and a cobbler whose minds are swapped.
The prince’s memories, personality, and mental life transfer to the cobbler’'s body, and vice versa. The
question arises: who is the “real” prince afterward?

This scenario challenges bodily continuity theories and highlights the importance of psychological
factors in defining identity. It also raises questions about moral responsibility and personal survival.

Teleportation and Duplication

Another scenario Perry discusses involves teleportation, where a person is scanned, destroyed, and
then reassembled elsewhere with all memories intact. Is the reassembled person the same as the
original?

Perry’s dialogue uses this to explore whether identity is tied to physical continuity or psychological
continuity, and whether duplication results in two distinct persons or one continued identity.

Insights from Perry’s Dialogue on Modern Philosophy
and Ethics

John Perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality doesn’t just stay confined to theoretical
musings—it has practical implications for contemporary philosophy and ethics.

Impact on Moral Responsibility

Understanding personal identity affects how we assign moral responsibility. If a person changes
drastically or loses psychological continuity, are they still responsible for past actions? Perry’s
dialogue opens up this debate, questioning how identity persistence influences accountability.

Relevance to Al and Consciousness Studies

As artificial intelligence advances, questions about personal identity become even more pressing.
Perry’s dialogue provides a framework for considering whether Al could possess identity or
consciousness, especially when minds might be copied or uploaded.

Philosophical Counseling and Self-Understanding

On a more personal level, engaging with Perry’s dialogue can help individuals reflect on their own
sense of self and mortality. It encourages a deeper understanding of what it means to be “you,” how



you relate to your past and future selves, and how this shapes your values and life choices.

Exploring Related Concepts: The Mind-Body Problem
and Consciousness

No discussion of personal identity and immortality would be complete without touching on the mind-
body problem, a central theme in Perry’s dialogue. The mind-body problem asks how mental states
like beliefs and desires relate to physical brain states.

Perry’s dialogue often situates personal identity within this debate. Is the self a purely physical entity,
or is there a non-material soul that ensures continuity? These questions have implications for
immortality, especially in religious and metaphysical contexts.

Dualism vs. Physicalism

Perry’s work explores both dualist positions, which hold that mind and body are distinct, and
physicalist views, which see mental phenomena as brain processes. Each perspective offers different
answers to how identity and immortality might be understood.

Consciousness as the Key to Identity

Some argue that consciousness, rather than memory or body, is the core of personal identity. Perry’s
dialogue considers whether continuous conscious experience is necessary for identity to persist,
especially in hypothetical immortal beings.

Final Reflections on John Perry Dialogue on Personal
Identity and Immortality

Engaging with John Perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality invites us into an ongoing
conversation about what it means to be a person, how we persist through time, and what it would
mean to live forever. Through clever thought experiments and nuanced arguments, Perry pushes us
to rethink our assumptions and embrace the complexity of these philosophical puzzles.

Whether you are intrigued by the metaphysics of the self, interested in the ethics of responsibility, or
curious about the future of consciousness and Al, Perry’s dialogue provides a rich and accessible
framework. It reminds us that questions about identity and immortality are not just academic—they
touch the very core of human experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of John Perry's dialogue on
personal identity and immortality?

The central theme of John Perry's dialogue is the exploration of what constitutes personal identity
over time and how it relates to the concept of immortality, questioning whether a person remains the
same despite changes and what it means to survive death.

How does John Perry approach the problem of personal
identity in his dialogue?
John Perry approaches personal identity by using thought experiments and dialogue to analyze

psychological continuity, memory, and bodily continuity, challenging traditional notions and
suggesting that identity might not be tied to a single criterion.

What role does immortality play in John Perry's discussion on
personal identity?

Immortality in Perry's discussion serves as a philosophical tool to test theories of personal identity,
examining whether identity can persist indefinitely and what conditions must be met for a person to
be considered immortal in a meaningful sense.

Does John Perry support the idea that memory continuity is
essential for personal identity?

John Perry critically examines memory continuity but suggests that while it is important, memory
alone may not be sufficient or necessary for personal identity, highlighting complexities such as false
memories and overlapping identities.

How does John Perry's dialogue challenge traditional views on
the soul and immortality?

Perry challenges traditional views by questioning the notion that personal identity is solely linked to
an immaterial soul, instead proposing that identity might be better understood through psychological
and physical criteria, which has implications for beliefs about immortality.

What implications does John Perry's dialogue have for
contemporary debates in philosophy of mind and ethics?

Perry's dialogue influences contemporary philosophy by encouraging reconsideration of identity
criteria, impacting discussions on moral responsibility, the nature of self, and ethical issues related to
life extension and the possibility of an afterlife.



Additional Resources

*¥John Perry Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality: An Analytical Exploration**

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality offers a compelling framework for
understanding two of philosophy’s most enduring questions: what makes someone the same person
over time, and whether immortality is conceivable or desirable. Perry’s approach, often encapsulated
in his renowned thought experiments and dialogues, navigates the complex intersections of memory,
consciousness, and metaphysical continuity. This article delves into the nuances of Perry’s dialogue,
analyzing its implications for contemporary philosophical debates on personal identity and
immortality, while incorporating related concepts such as psychological continuity, bodily identity,
and existential concerns.

Understanding John Perry’s Perspective on Personal
Identity

At the core of John Perry’s dialogue on personal identity is the idea that personal identity is not
straightforwardly tied to physical continuity but is more intricately linked to psychological
factors—chief among them memory and consciousness. Perry’s famous “Prince and the Cobbler”
thought experiment, which explores scenarios of memory transfer and body swapping, challenges
traditional notions that physical or bodily identity suffices to establish personal identity.

The dialogue typically emphasizes the psychological continuity theory, which argues that what makes
a person the same over time is the persistence of psychological states, including memories, beliefs,
desires, and intentions. This contrasts with the biological or bodily continuity theories that anchor
identity strictly in the physical sameness of the body or brain.

Psychological Continuity and Memory

Perry’s arguments highlight the role of memory as a cornerstone of personal identity. In his dialogue,
the transfer of memories from one body to another raises questions: if the psychological
characteristics remain intact, is the person truly the same despite the change in physical form? Perry
suggests that the essence of identity lies in the continuity of conscious experience rather than mere
physical resemblance.

This position aligns with broader philosophical trends that prioritize psychological continuity over
bodily continuity as the defining feature of identity. However, Perry also acknowledges potential
challenges, such as the problem of memory gaps or false memories, which complicate the neat
equation of memory with identity.

Critiques and Counterarguments

While Perry’s dialogue offers a persuasive account, critics argue that psychological continuity alone
may not fully capture the essence of personal identity. Some philosophers maintain that bodily



continuity or even soul-based theories remain relevant, especially when considering questions about
responsibility, moral accountability, and the self’s persistence.

Furthermore, the possibility of multiple psychological continuities emerging from a single individual
(as in thought experiments involving duplication) raises concerns about whether psychological
continuity can serve as a unique identifier for the self.

John Perry’s Dialogue on Immortality: Philosophical
and Existential Dimensions

Extending from his analysis of personal identity, John Perry’s dialogue on immortality probes the
feasibility and desirability of living forever. Immortality, in this context, is not merely biological
perpetuity but the continuation of the self as understood through psychological and conscious
experience.

Immortality and the Preservation of Identity

If personal identity is grounded in psychological continuity, then for immortality to be meaningful, the
psychological self must persist indefinitely. Perry’s dialogue explores whether a continuous stream of
consciousness or memory retention can feasibly extend across an infinite temporal horizon.

This raises questions about the nature of memory storage and retention in a hypothetical immortal
being. Would endless accumulation of experiences enhance or diminish the self? Perry’s analysis
suggests that immortality could risk psychological saturation, where the burden of infinite memories
might undermine the coherence of personal identity.

Philosophical Implications of Immortality

John Perry’s dialogue also touches upon the paradoxes and ethical considerations of immortality.
Philosophers have long debated whether eternal life would be desirable or meaningful, with
arguments ranging from the potential tedium of endless existence to the fear of losing one’s sense of
self over time.

Perry’s work encourages a nuanced view, recognizing that immortality is not simply a scientific or
biological issue but one that intersects with identity, consciousness, and the human condition. The
dialogue suggests that any form of immortality that severs psychological continuity would fail to
preserve the self, rendering the prospect hollow.

Comparing Perry’s Views with Other Philosophical
Theories



To appreciate the significance of John Perry’s dialogue on personal identity and immortality, it is
useful to compare his views with alternative philosophical perspectives.

e Bodily Continuity Theories: These assert that the persistence of the same physical body
constitutes personal identity. Perry’s dialogue challenges this by highlighting cases where
psychological continuity persists despite bodily changes.

* Bundle Theory: Proposed by David Hume, this theory denies a fixed self and sees identity as a
collection of perceptions. Perry’s emphasis on psychological continuity partially aligns but
insists on a more stable notion of identity.

e Soul or Substance Dualism: This posits an immaterial soul as the bearer of identity. Perry’s
dialogue is largely neutral but leans toward a naturalistic understanding, focusing on
psychological states rather than metaphysical substances.

Technological and Scientific Contexts

Advances in neuroscience, artificial intelligence, and cognitive science increasingly influence debates
about personal identity and immortality. Perry’s dialogue remains relevant as it anticipates questions
about mind uploading, digital consciousness, and the potential for life extension technologies.

For instance, if consciousness could be transferred to a digital substrate, would the digital copy
constitute the same person? Perry’s emphasis on psychological continuity would suggest yes,
provided the psychological characteristics remain intact. Yet, the ethical and philosophical
complexities multiply in such scenarios.

Implications for Contemporary Philosophical and
Ethical Discussions

The insights from John Perry’s dialogue on personal identity and immortality resonate deeply with
ongoing philosophical and ethical discussions. As humanity grapples with emerging technologies that
promise to extend life or digitize consciousness, Perry’s framework offers a robust tool for assessing
the implications on selfhood.

Moreover, the dialogue encourages reflection on what it means to be human, the nature of the self,
and how identity influences moral responsibility and personal relationships. These considerations are
critical as society negotiates the boundaries between life, death, and potential immortality.

John Perry’s dialogue on personal identity and immortality remains a vital contribution to philosophy,
blending analytical rigor with imaginative thought experiments. By focusing on psychological
continuity and the challenges it poses, Perry provides a nuanced lens through which to examine the
enduring mysteries of the self and the tantalizing prospect of living forever.



John Perry Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: A Dialogue on Personal Identity
and Immortality John Perry, 1977-12-01 Perry's excellent dialogue makes a complicated topic
stimulating and accessible without any sacrifice of scholarly accuracy or thoroughness. Professionals
will appreciate the work's command of the issues and depth of argument, while students will find
that it excites interest and imagination. -- David M. Rosenthal, CUNY, Lehman College

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Identity, Personal Identity, and
the Self John Perry, 2002-09-13 This volume collects a number of Perry's classic works on personal
identity as well as four new pieces, 'The Two Faces of Identity', 'Persons and Information',
‘Self-Notions and The Self' and 'The Sense of Identity'. Perry's Introduction puts his own work and
that of others on the issues of identity and personal identity in the context of philosophical studies of
mind and language over the past thirty years.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Introducing Philosophy
Through Film Richard Fumerton, Diane Jeske, 2009-04-27 Introducing Philosophy through Film
“Introducing Philosophy Through Film is a truly wonderful introduction to the core problems of
philosophy. Its combination of great films, classic articles from both historical and contemporary
philosophers, wonderfully clear introductions to each section, and provocative questions for
discussion make for an introduction that is as compelling as it is rigorous.” Richard Foley, New York
University “Fumerton and Jeske have compiled an excellent anthology, filled with dozens of classic
texts on the central problems of philosophy most often addressed in introductory philosophy
courses. And the films they suggest will help introduce students to philosophy in the most enjoyable
way possible.” Michael Huemer, University of Colorado From Monty Python and The Matrix to
Casablanca and A Clockwork Orange, popular films offer surprisingly perceptive insights into
complex philosophical concepts. Introducing Philosophy Through Film combines this novel
pedagogical approach with all the virtues of a serious introductory anthology of classical and
contemporary philosophical readings. The result is an engaging and effective way to fire the
imagination of those new to philosophy. Drawing on a wide range of popular and easily accessible
films — along with the ideas of a diverse selection of historical and contemporary thinkers — this
book introduces many of the central areas of philosophical concern, including perception, philosophy
of mind, ethics, religion, free will, determinism, and more. Chapter by chapter, the editors offer a
discussion of relevant film clips to help illuminate and demystify the philosophical arguments and
positions raised in the anthology’s readings. By merging the cinematic and philosophical worlds,
Introducing Philosophy Through Film provides a uniquely effective way for beginning students to
engage with philosophy and gain insights into the human mind.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Philosophy and Death Robert
J. Stainton, Samantha Brennan, 2009-09-02 Philosophical reflection on death dates back to ancient
times, but death remains a most profound and puzzling topic. Samantha Brennan and Robert
Stainton have assembled a compelling selection of core readings from the philosophical literature on
death. The views of ancient writers such as Plato, Epicurus, and Lucretius are set alongside the work
of contemporary figures such as Thomas Nagel, John Perry, and Judith Jarvis Thomson. Brennan and
Stainton divide the anthology into three parts. Part I considers questions about the nature of death
and our knowledge of it. What does it mean to be dead? Is it possible to survive death? Is the end of
life a mystery? Part I asks how we should view death. What (if anything) is so bad about dying? If
death is nothingness, should it be feared or regretted? Part III examines ethical questions related to
killing, particularly abortion, euthanasia and suicide. Is killing ever permissible? Under what
conditions or circumstances?

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: There Are Two Errors in the the
Title of This Book, Revised and Expanded (Again) Robert M. Martin, 2011-10-26 As this book richly
and entertainingly demonstrates, philosophy is as much the search for the right questions as it is the


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-087/john-perry-dialogue-on-personal-identity-and-immortality.pdf

search for the right answers. Robert M. Martin’s popular collection of philosophical puzzles,
paradoxes, jokes, and anecdotes is updated and expanded in this third edition, with dozens of new
entries.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Walter Pater and Persons
Stephen Cheeke, 2024-07-12 Walter Pater and Persons investigates the vital concept of the Person
in the work of Walter Pater, a major influence on late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century
literature. Stephen Cheeke explores the intersections of the person, persona, and personality in
Pater's work; re-examines arguments about his famously personal prose style; traces Pater's
ambivalent fascination with impersonality and asceticism; considers the poetics of personification in
his writings about Greek myth and religion, in the divine logos of early Christianity, and in the
theory of Platonic Universals; and explores his fascination with metempsychosis (the many persons
through whom the individual soul transmigrates). Cheeke also explores the networks in which Pater
was interpreted and misinterpreted by different persons and personalities, such as Oscar Wilde,
Arthur Symons, and W.B Yeats. Their (mis)readings of Pater, and rebellions against his work from
Decadent, antinomian, and 'mystical’ perspectives, reveal the ways in which Pater's writing had
always been in a critical dialogue with its own thinking, as well as a prescient one in relation to his
reception. The philosophical question of ‘what is a person?'--a crucial one for the nineteenth century,
and with an increasing urgency in our own times--is illuminated throughout this work.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Can Animals and Machines be
Persons? Justin Leiber, 1985-01-01 Written in a lively and entertaining style, this little book, which
deals with topics such as 'personhood,' animal rights, and artificial intelligence . . . makes some
rather difficult philosophical points clear in an unpedantic fashion. -- M E Winston, Trenton State
College

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Key Terms in Philosophy of
Religion Raymond J. VanArragon, 2010-10-21 A comprehensive and easy to navigate reference guide
to the key terms, concepts, thinkers and major works in the philosophy of religion.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Self to Self J. David Velleman,
2006-01-26 This collection of essays by philosopher J. David Velleman on personal identity,
autonomy, and moral emotions is united by an overarching thesis that there is no single entity
denoted by 'the self’, as well as themes from Kantian ethics and Velleman's work in the philosophy of
action.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Only Natural Louise Antony,
2022 Louise Antony's broadly interdisciplinary work brings a naturalistic perspective to
philosophical issues of both theoretical and practical importance and center on a key
theme--whether, and how, facts about human embodiment ought to constrain philosophical theories.
Through a unique philosophical lens, she addresses issues of both theoretical and practical interest:
for example, is pornography hate speech against women? What is it for scientists, professors and
reporters to be objective? Is there such a thing as human nature, and if there is, what are the
implications for gender equality? Known for her work in philosophy of mind, theory of knowledge,
and feminism, Antony approaches these and other issues with unusual rigor, passion, and wit. This
volume showcases Antony's influential contributions to feminist and analytic philosophy,
epistemology, and the philosophy of mind.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Do We Have a Soul? Eric T.
Olson, Aaron Segal, 2023-08-04 Are we made entirely of matter, like sticks and stones? Or do we
have a soul—a nonphysical entity—where our mental lives take place? The authors Eric T. Olson and
Aaron Segal begin this accessible and wide-ranging debate by looking at the often-overlooked
question of whether we appear in ordinary experience to be material things. Olson then argues that
the dependence of our mental lives on the condition of our brains—the fact that general anesthesia
causes complete unconsciousness, for instance—is best explained by saying that our mental lives are
physical activities in our brains rather than nonphysical activities in the soul. Segal objects that this
view is incompatible with two obvious and important facts about ourselves: that there is only one of




you rather than trillions of almost identical beings now thinking your thoughts, and that we exist and
remain conscious for more than an instant. These facts, he claims, are presupposed in our practical
and moral judgments—but they require us to be immaterial things. Olson is forced to concede that
there is no easy and uncontroversial answer to these objections but doubts whether taking us to be
immaterial would be any help. The debate takes in large philosophical questions extending well
beyond dualism and materialism. The book features clear statements of each argument, responses to
counter-arguments, in-text definitions, a glossary of key terms, and section summaries. Scholars and
students alike will find it easy to follow the debate and learn the key concepts from metaphysics,
philosophy of mind, and other areas necessary to understand each position. Key Features Is the only
introductory book devoted to the debate between substance dualism and materialism Discusses both
traditional and novel arguments for each position Debates important but infrequently discussed
questions, including: do we appear, in ordinary experience, to be material? should materialism be
the default view? is there a good probabilistic argument for materialism? Written in a lively and
accessible style Uses only a limited number of technical terms and defines all of them in the glossary

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Death, Resurrection, and
Transporter Beams Silas N. Langley, 2014-08-22 What has Star Trek to do with eternal life? It
provides the perfect metaphor for understanding the main Christian views concerning what happens
to us when we die. In this book, Silas Langley uses the Star Trek transporter beam to explain five
main Christian views about life after death. Each of us lives with some personal answer to the
universal question of what comes after death. Even among Christians, views differ as to what exactly
happens when we die. Meanwhile, the modern secular world increasingly challenges the possibility
of life after death. How can we live again after we die if much of science and philosophy suggests
that all that we are dies with our bodies? This book shows how each of these views responds to these
challenges. Death, Resurrection, and Transporter Beams sorts out these disagreements and their
biblical grounding. These differences matter, since they bear on who we are and how we are to live
our lives. Readers will come away with a clearer understanding of their own beliefs on this topic,
and with tools to enter into dialogue with people whose beliefs differ.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Christian Perspectives on Being
Human J. P. Moreland, David M. Ciocchi, 2015-01-26 While there is a unity to truth from God's
perspective, there are nevertheless many different ways of knowing, studying, and defining that
truth. Thus, the task of integration is the task of relating theology and other disciplines in such a
way that one articulates and defends a comprehensive, unified Christian worldview. Christian
Perspectives on Being Human is a vital step in that essential process of integration. In this unique
anthology, colleagues from various departments at Biola University undertake an important
multidisciplinary approach to integration. J. P. Moreland and David Ciocchi represent philosophy in
this discussion; Robert Saucy, theology; Sherwood Lingenfelter, anthropology; Nancy Duvall and
Keith Edwards, psychology; Walt Russell and Scott Rae, New Testament and medical ethics; and
Klaus Issler, Christian education.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Religious Belief and the Will
Louis P. Pojman, 2024-10-31 Can we ever achieve belief by a direct act of will? If it will help us to be
happier, should we make ourselves believe propositions which the evidence alone does not warrant?
These are the sort of questions which Professor Pojman examines in Religious Belief and the Will
(originally published in 1986). He deals with a constellation of problems related to believing and
willing to believe; his main concern is with religious faith and belief, though his analysis is also of
interest to epistemology and ethics. Pojman asks what is so important about believing propositions
in the first place, and why religious creeds have made propositional belief a necessary condition for
salvation. He considers whether one can be rational and still use the will to believe what the
evidence alone does not warrant. He also discusses whether faith and belief are generically related
or distinct attitudes. This is the first full-length treatise on religious belief that approaches the
subject from the viewpoint of volitional activity (i.e., related to the will). It presents a rethinking of
the way the will interacts with belief, a relationship often misconstrued in works of philosophy and



theology. Pojman believes that the will is central to religious commitment, and that by
understanding the relationship between the attitude of belief and the activity of willing, we are
enabled to get fresh insight into the classical problem of religious belief and the will.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Free Will and Determinism
Clifford Williams, 1980-01-01 Nicely conceived, very clearly written. . . . A high level of philosophic
substance and sophistication. --David M. Mowry, SUNY at Plattsburgh

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Ethel Marie Kelly Nicholson,
2025-07-15 In this book a long-time academician recalls his life and the shaping influence of his
mother, a woman of plain origins who gave him insight, by her example, into the timeless wisdom of
the world’s great spiritual traditions. This story, in part, is a memoir of Kelly Nicholson’s youth and
subsequent adventures. Beneath its surface lies the enduring question of how we might decide, amid
all we see and hear, what life means and where we are ultimately headed. Its thesis is that we gain
insight not merely from analytical scholarship, but from our daily flesh and blood encounters with
those around us.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Philosophy through Film Amy
Karofsky, Mary M. Litch, 2014-07-11 Many of the classic questions of philosophy have been raised,
illuminated, and addressed in celluloid. In this Third Edition of Philosophy through Film, Mary M.
Litch teams up with a new co-author, Amy Karofsky, to show readers how to watch films with a
sharp eye for their philosophical content. Together, the authors help students become familiar with
key topics in all of the major areas in Western philosophy and master the techniques of philosophical
argumentation. The perfect size and scope for a first course in philosophy, the book assumes no
prior knowledge of philosophy. It is an excellent teaching resource and learning tool, introducing
students to key topics and figures in philosophy through thematic chapters, each of which is linked
to one or more focus films that illustrate a philosophical problem or topic. Revised and expanded,
the Third Edition features: A completely revised chapter on Relativism, now re-titled Truth with
coverage of the correspondence theory, the pragmatist theory, and the coherence theory. The
addition of four new focus films: Inception, Moon, Gone Baby Gone, God on Trial. Revisions to the
General Introduction that include a discussion of critical reasoning. Revisions to the primary
readings to better meet the needs of instructors and students, including the addition of three new
primary readings: excerpts from Bertrand Russell’s The Problems of Philosophy, from William James’
Pragmatism: A New Way for Some Old Ways of Thinking, and from ]J. L. Mackie’s Evil and
Omnipotence. Updates and expansion to the companion website, including a much expanded list of
films relevant to the various subfields of philosophy. Films examined in depth include: Hilary and
Jackie The Matrix Inception Memento Moon I, Robot Minority Report Crimes and Misdemeanors
Gone Baby Gone Antz Equilibrium The Seventh Seal God on Trial Leaving Las Vegas

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: New Conversations on the
Problems of Identity, Consciousness and Mind Jonathan O. Chimakonam, Uti Ojah Egbai, Samuel T.
Segun, Aribiah D. Attoe, 2019-02-23 This book introduces concepts in philosophy of mind and
neurophilosophy. Inside, three scholars offer approaches to the problems of identity, consciousness,
and the mind. In the process, they open new vistas for thought and raise fresh controversies to some
of the oldest problems in philosophy. The first chapter focuses on the identity problem. The author
employs an explanatory model he christened sense-phenomenalism to defend the thesis that
personal identity is something or a phenomenon that pertains to the observable/perceptible aspect
of the human person. The next chapter explores the problem of consciousness. It deploys the new
concept equiphenomenalism as a model to show that mental properties are not by-products but
necessary products of consciousness. Herein, the notion of qualia is a fundamental and necessary
product that must be experienced simultaneously with neural activities for consciousness to be
possible. The last chapter addresses the mind/body problem. It adopts the new concept
proto-phenomenalism as an alternative explanatory model. This model eliminates the idea of a mind.
As such, it approaches the mind-body problem from a materialistic point of view with many
implications such as, the meaning(lessness) of our existence, the possibility of thought engineering




as well as religious implications.

john perry dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Self and Substance in Leibniz
Marc Elliott Bobro, 2006-01-16 There is a close connection in Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz’s mind
between the notions of self and substance. R. W. Meyer, in his classic 1948 text, Leibnitz and the
Seventeenth-Century Revolution, writes that “the monad ... is nothing but a 1 représentation (in both
senses of the French word) of Leibniz’s personality in metaphysical symbols; and there was, under
contemporary circumstances, no need 2 to ‘introduce’ this concept apart from ‘propounding’ it. ” It
is not clear what Meyer means here except that from the consideration of his own self, in some way
Leibniz comes to his concept of simple substance, or monad. Herbert Carr, in an even earlier work,
notes that Leibniz held that “the only real unities in nature are formal, not material. ... [and] [f]or a
long time Leibniz was content to call the formal unities or substantial forms he was speaking about,
souls. This had the advantage that it referred at once to the fact of experience which supplies the
very 3 type of a substantial form, the self or ego. ” Finally, Nicholas Rescher, in his usual forthright
manner, states that “[i]n all of Leibniz’s expositions of his philosophy, 4 the human person is the
paradigm of a substance.
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