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Hexblade Warlock Leveling Guide: Mastering the Art of the Hexblade

hexblade warlock leveling guide is exactly what you need if you're looking to dive into
one of the most dynamic and versatile subclasses in Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition. The
Hexblade Warlock offers a unique blend of spellcasting, melee combat prowess, and
intriguing roleplay opportunities, making it a favorite among players who enjoy both
magic and martial combat. Whether you’re a seasoned adventurer or a newcomer eager to
try something different, this guide will walk you through everything you need to know
about leveling up your Hexblade Warlock effectively.

Understanding the Hexblade’s core mechanics, choosing the right abilities, and optimizing
your build can dramatically impact your gameplay experience. From selecting the ideal
pact and invocations to making the most of your Hex Warrior features, this guide covers
the essentials and advanced tips to help your character shine.

Getting Started: What Makes the Hexblade
Warlock Unique?

The Hexblade subclass, introduced in *Xanathar’s Guide to Everything*, stands out among
warlocks because it blends weapon-based combat with dark, eldritch magic. Unlike other
warlocks who primarily focus on ranged spellcasting, Hexblades excel at wielding
weapons, often in close quarters, empowered by a mystical pact with a sentient weapon or
entity from the Shadowfell.

Hexblade Warlock’s Signature Features

At the heart of the Hexblade’s power is the Hex Warrior feature, which lets you use
Charisma instead of Strength or Dexterity for attack and damage rolls with your pact
weapon. This is a game-changer because warlocks typically invest heavily in Charisma to
boost their spells, and now that same stat enhances their melee combat.

Another hallmark is Hexblade’s Curse, which you gain at 1st level. This ability lets you
curse a target, increasing your damage against them, granting you critical hits on a 19 or
20, and healing you if the cursed enemy dies. It’s a powerful tool for controlling and
bursting down key enemies.

Choosing Your Race and Stats for the Hexblade
Warlock

Before leveling up, it’s crucial to start with the right foundation. Your race and ability



scores dramatically influence how effective your Hexblade will be throughout the
campaign.

Optimal Ability Score Distribution

Because the Hexblade relies on Charisma for both spellcasting and melee attacks,
Charisma should be your primary ability score. A high Charisma score boosts your spell
save DC, attack rolls with your pact weapon, and the effectiveness of your invocations.

Dexterity or Constitution are typically your next priorities. Dexterity helps with armor
class (AC) if you prefer light armor and ranged weapons, while Constitution improves your
hit points and concentration checks, which are essential for maintaining spells like Hex.

A sample priority might look like this:

- Charisma: Highest (15+ before racial bonuses)

- Constitution: Second highest

- Dexterity: Third highest (if planning to wear light or medium armor)
- Strength, Intelligence, Wisdom: Lower priority

Best Races for Hexblade Warlocks

Certain races naturally complement the Hexblade's strengths:

- **Half-Elf:** Offers bonuses to Charisma and two other ability scores, plus extra
skills—perfect for a well-rounded Hexblade.

- **Tiefling:** Charisma boost and innate spellcasting make Tieflings thematic and
mechanically strong options.

- *Human (Variant):** The extra feat at 1st level can be used to grab something like *War
Caster* or *Polearm Master*, enhancing your combat versatility early.

- **Aasimar:** Their Charisma boost and healing abilities fit well with Hexblade’s thematic
and mechanical needs.

Leveling Up: What to Focus on at Each Stage

Knowing what to prioritize at each level can make your Hexblade Warlock both survivable
and deadly.

Levels 1-4: Foundation and Early Power

At level 1, choose Hexblade as your patron to gain Hex Warrior and Hexblade’s Curse.
These features immediately give you a strong melee presence and a way to deal increased
damage.



Pick **Eldritch Blast** as your cantrip—it's a staple for any warlock and scales well with
your level. For spells, *Shield* and *Armor of Agathys* are excellent defensive choices
early on.

By level 3, you gain access to your Pact Boon. The **Pact of the Blade** is the obvious
choice for Hexblades, allowing you to conjure your weapon and benefit from your Hex
Warrior feature fully.

At level 4, take an Ability Score Improvement (ASI) or feat. Increasing Charisma should be
a priority, but feats like **War Caster** or **Resilient (Constitution)** help with
concentration and survivability.

Levels 5-10: Increasing Combat Versatility

This is the sweet spot where your Hexblade really starts to shine. At level 5, your Eldritch
Blast gains two beams, boosting your ranged damage output.

Focus on selecting Eldritch Invocations that enhance your weapon and spell options.
Popular choices include:

- *Improved Pact Weapon:** Adds a +1 bonus to your pact weapon and lets you use it as a
spellcasting focus.

- *Thirsting Blade:** Allows you to attack twice with your pact weapon when you take the
Attack action.

- **Devil’s Sight:** Useful for seeing in magical darkness, which can be combined with
spells like *Darkness* for battlefield control.

Keep improving your Charisma or Constitution at level 8 and 10. These ASIs help maintain
your offensive and defensive capabilities.

Levels 11-20: Mastery and Endgame Options

By mid to late game, the Hexblade Warlock has access to powerful features and spells. At
level 11, you unlock 6th-level spells, opening up strong control and utility options.

At level 12, an ASI can be used to maximize Charisma or pick a feat that complements
your build. Consider **Alert** for initiative advantage or **Mobile** for enhanced
battlefield movement.

The feature *Eldritch Smite*, available through certain invocations or multiclassing, can
add bursts of damage and control, turning your weapon strikes into devastating blows.

Remember to tailor your spell selection to your campaign. Spells like *Counterspell*,
*Hex*, *Misty Step*, and *Banishing Smite* offer a great mix of offense, defense, and
mobility.



Essential Tips for Hexblade Warlock Leveling

To get the most out of your Hexblade, keep these insights in mind:

- **Balance your role:** Hexblades can tank, deal damage, or control the battlefield. Adapt
your spells and invocations to fill gaps in your party.

- **Manage your spell slots:** Warlocks regain their slots on a short rest, so use your
powerful spells strategically rather than constantly.

- **Use Hexblade’s Curse wisely:** Target the biggest threats to maximize damage and
healing potential.

- **Leverage your pact weapon:** Treat it as an extension of your character. Use
invocations and magic items to enhance it further.

- **Consider multiclassing:** Some players dip into Paladin for additional smite damage
and armor proficiencies or Fighter for extra attacks and survivability.

Building a Thematic and Effective Hexblade
Warlock

Beyond mechanics, the Hexblade Warlock offers rich storytelling opportunities. Your
patron might be a mysterious sentient weapon, a shadowy force, or a cursed relic.
Incorporate this into your character’s background and motivations to add depth to your
roleplaying.

Choosing invocations like *Maddening Hex* or *Lifedrinker* can reflect your character’s
connection to their patron’s dark power, while spells like *Hex* and *Armor of Agathys*
emphasize their curse-driven combat style.

Final Thoughts on the Hexblade Warlock Leveling
Guide

Leveling a Hexblade Warlock is an exciting journey through a unique blend of magic and
martial prowess. By focusing on Charisma, selecting the right invocations, and balancing
your spell choices, you can create a character that’s not only powerful but also incredibly
fun to play.

As you progress, experiment with different playstyles—whether it’s charging into melee,
controlling the battlefield with curses and spells, or blasting foes from afar. The
Hexblade’s versatility and thematic richness ensure that no two characters need to be
alike, making every leveling experience satisfying and fresh.

With these tips and insights, your Hexblade Warlock will be ready to carve a path through
darkness and conquer whatever challenges your campaign throws at you.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best race for leveling a Hexblade Warlock?

The best races for leveling a Hexblade Warlock are often those that provide a bonus to
Charisma and/or Constitution, such as Tieflings, Half-Elves, and Dragonborn. These racial
bonuses help boost your spellcasting ability and survivability during early levels.

Which Pact Boon should I choose as a Hexblade
Warlock for leveling?

The Pact of the Blade is highly recommended for Hexblade Warlocks since it complements
their melee combat style and allows them to summon weapons, making it easier to deal
damage and stay effective during leveling.

What are the essential spells to pick when leveling a
Hexblade Warlock?

Essential spells include Eldritch Blast for ranged damage, Hex for damage over time and
debuffing enemies, Shield and Armor of Agathys for defense, and utility spells like Misty
Step. These spells provide a good balance of offense and defense while leveling.

How should I allocate my ability scores when leveling a
Hexblade Warlock?

Prioritize Charisma as your primary ability score since it affects your spellcasting and
Hexblade features. Constitution should be your secondary focus to increase your hit points
and survivability. Dexterity is also helpful for initiative and AC if you’'re not wearing heavy
armor.

What is the recommended leveling path for Hexblade
Warlock subclasses?

Stick with the Hexblade subclass from level 1 to fully benefit from its features. You can
multiclass later if desired, but for pure leveling efficiency, progressing as a Hexblade
Warlock allows you to unlock key abilities like Hex Warrior, Hexblade’s Curse, and
Accursed Specter.

Should I focus on melee or ranged combat when
leveling a Hexblade Warlock?

Hexblade Warlocks excel in melee combat due to their Hex Warrior feature, which allows
them to use Charisma for weapon attacks. However, pairing melee with Eldritch Blast as a
ranged option provides versatility and safety during leveling.



What invocations are best for a Hexblade Warlock
during leveling?

Agonizing Blast is a must-have invocation to improve Eldritch Blast damage. Other good
options include Devil’s Sight for better vision in darkness, Thirsting Blade to attack twice
with your pact weapon, and Armor of Shadows for a constant Mage Armor effect to boost
defense.

Additional Resources
Hexblade Warlock Leveling Guide: Mastering the Art of the Hexblade in D&D 5e

Hexblade warlock leveling guide serves as an essential resource for players seeking to
optimize their character progression in Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition. The Hexblade
patron, introduced in *Xanathar’s Guide to Everything*, offers a unique blend of martial
prowess and spellcasting, making it a popular subclass for warlocks who want to engage
in frontline combat without sacrificing magical versatility. This article delves into the
nuances of leveling a Hexblade warlock, analyzing the key features, optimal ability score
distributions, spell selections, and multiclassing options to help players craft an effective
and resilient character.

Understanding the Hexblade Warlock

The Hexblade warlock archetype stands out from other warlock patrons because of its
focus on weapon-based combat and its ability to leverage Charisma for attacks and
damage, a significant departure from the typical spellcasting warlock build. This hybrid
nature requires a balanced approach to leveling, as players must juggle between
improving martial capabilities and expanding their spellcasting repertoire.

From level 1, the Hexblade warlock gains the Hexblade’s Curse feature, which grants
increased damage, critical hits on a roll of 19 or 20, and healing upon killing cursed
targets. This feature fundamentally shapes the early game and often dictates the
character’s role as a versatile damage dealer capable of melee engagement and spell use.

Ability Score Prioritization

Optimizing ability scores is crucial in any Hexblade warlock leveling guide. The primary
ability for Hexblades is Charisma, which fuels both spellcasting and weapon attacks.
Players should prioritize Charisma as their highest score, typically aiming for 16 or higher
at character creation to maximize attack efficiency and magical potency.

Secondary ability scores depend on the player’s intended role:

e Constitution: Important for hit points and concentration checks, especially as



Hexblades often find themselves in melee combat.

e Dexterity or Strength: Dexterity is preferable for AC and initiative bonuses if
wielding finesse weapons, while Strength benefits builds focusing on heavier
weapons.

Intelligence and Wisdom generally take a backseat, as the Hexblade’s design centers on
Charisma and survivability.

Leveling Milestones and Feature Progression

The Hexblade patron grants several features that unlock progressively, and understanding
when to leverage these can significantly impact gameplay.

Levels 1-5: Establishing the Foundation

At level 1, Hexblade warlocks receive Hexblade’s Curse and proficiency with medium
armor, shields, and martial weapons, a notable expansion compared to other warlocks.
This early access to armor and weapons greatly enhances survivability and damage
output.

The Hexblade’s Hex spell and Eldritch Blast form the core offensive toolkit. At level 2,
access to Eldritch Invocations allows for customization — popular choices include
*Agonizing Blast* to add Charisma modifiers to Eldritch Blast damage and *Devil’s Sight*
for utility.

By level 3, choosing Pact of the Blade unlocks the unique ability to conjure a pact weapon,
which scales with character level and synergy with Hexblade features. The Hex Warrior
trait also enables the use of Charisma for weapon attacks, a game-changer for melee
warlocks.

Hitting level 5 grants an extra attack through Warlock’s *Thirsting Blade* invocation (if
Pact of the Blade was chosen) and access to third-level spells like *Counterspell* and
*Dispel Magic*, enhancing versatility.

Levels 6-10: Enhancing Power and Survivability

At level 6, the Hexblade gains the Accursed Specter feature, which summons a specter
upon Kkilling a cursed enemy. This adds a valuable minion that can distract foes and
increase battlefield control.

Level 7 unlocks fourth-level spells, including *Greater Invisibility*, allowing the Hexblade
to improve survivability drastically. Additionally, the *Lifedrinker* invocation (available at



level 12, but often planned for early acquisition) adds Charisma modifiers to weapon
damage, reinforcing the Hexblade’s damage potential.

At level 10, the Hexblade acquires Armor of Hexes, which reduces damage from cursed
attackers, complementing its frontline role.

Levels 11-20: Mastery and Endgame Potential

Once the Hexblade reaches level 11, they gain access to fifth-level spells such as *Wall of
Force* and *Hold Monster*, expanding control and utility options.

The capstone feature, *Improved Pact Weapon*, combines with invocations like
*Lifedrinker* to maximize damage output. At higher levels, the Hexblade’s spell slots and

invocations allow for a wide range of tactical options, including battlefield manipulation,
self-buffing, and debuffing enemies.

Spell Selection and Invocation Choices

The Hexblade’s spell list is curated to balance offense, defense, and utility. A well-crafted
Hexblade warlock leveling guide emphasizes the importance of selecting spells that
complement melee combat while ensuring adaptability.

Essential Spells

e Hex: A signature spell that synergizes with Hexblade’s Curse, increasing damage
against a target.

e Shield: Provides immediate defensive boosts in melee situations.

e Darkness: When combined with Devil’s Sight invocation allows for strategic
battlefield control.

e Mirror Image: Increases survivability by making the Hexblade harder to hit.

e Counterspell and Dispel Magic: Crucial for interrupting enemy spellcasters.

Invocations to Prioritize

The choice of Eldritch Invocations can define the Hexblade’s role within a party. Common
and effective invocations include:



e Agonizing Blast: Almost mandatory for Hexblades who rely on Eldritch Blast.
e Devil’s Sight: Enhances the strategic use of darkness-related spells.
e Thirsting Blade: Enables extra attacks, essential for Pact of the Blade Hexblades.

e Lifedrinker: Adds Charisma modifier damage to weapon attacks, significantly
increasing output.

e Improved Pact Weapon: Boosts weapon attack and damage rolls and allows the
weapon to serve as a spellcasting focus.

Multiclassing Considerations

Although the Hexblade warlock is powerful on its own, multiclassing can open further
optimization routes.

Fighter

One of the most popular multiclass options for Hexblade warlocks is Fighter. Taking 1-3
levels in Fighter grants heavy armor proficiency, Action Surge, and the Battle Master or
Champion archetypes. Action Surge, in particular, allows an extra action per turn,
enabling devastating melee combos.

Paladin

Paladin multiclassing pairs naturally with Hexblade due to shared reliance on Charisma.
Combining Paladin’s Divine Smite with Hexblade’s weapon attacks dramatically increases
burst damage. Additionally, Paladin’s healing and auras improve party survivability.

Barbarian

Though unconventional, dipping into Barbarian provides Rage for damage resistance and
increased durability. However, this multiclass requires careful balancing of ability scores
and may dilute spellcasting effectiveness.



Pros and Cons of Leveling a Hexblade Warlock

Every subclass has inherent strengths and drawbacks, and understanding these aids in
informed leveling decisions.

Advantages

e Versatile Combat Style: Ability to engage in melee combat while maintaining
spellcasting capabilities.

e Charisma-Based Attacks: Simplifies attribute investment and benefits social
interactions.

e Strong Defensive Options: Medium armor, shields, and defensive spells improve
survivability.

e Customization: Eldritch Invocations and Pact Boons provide extensive build
flexibility.

Disadvantages

e Limited Spell Slots: Warlocks have fewer spell slots compared to other casters,
requiring strategic usage.

e Reliance on Short Rest: Many features recharge on a short rest, which may be
limited depending on the campaign.

e Complexity: Balancing melee and spellcasting effectively can be challenging for new
players.

The Hexblade warlock leveling guide underscores the importance of strategic planning
and adaptability. Players who invest in Charisma, carefully select invocations and spells,
and consider multiclassing options will find the Hexblade to be a formidable and enjoyable
subclass. Its blend of martial and magical prowess ensures a dynamic playstyle capable of
adjusting to various campaign challenges and party compositions.
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hexblade warlock leveling guide: MOAR! Monsters Know What They're Doing Keith
Ammann, 2022-01-04 From the author of The Monsters Know What They’'re Doing comes a follow-up
strategy guide with MOAR! monster tactics for Dungeon Masters playing fifth edition Dungeons &
Dragons. Keith Ammann’s first book based on his popular blog, The Monsters Know What They’re
Doing, unpacks strategies, tactics, and motivations for creatures found in the Dungeons & Dragons
Monster Manual. Now, in MOAR! Monsters Know What They’re Doing, he analyzes the likely combat
behaviors of more than 100 new enemies found in Volo’s Guide to Monsters and Mordenkainen'’s
Tome of Foes. Your campaign will never be the same!
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