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The Rise of African Slavery in the Americas

the rise of african slavery in the americas is a complex and often painful chapter in world
history, one that shaped the social, economic, and cultural landscapes of the Western Hemisphere for
centuries. Understanding how African slavery became so deeply entrenched in the Americas requires
looking at the historical context, economic motivations, and human consequences of this system.
From the early colonial periods to the establishment of plantation economies, the transatlantic slave
trade played a pivotal role in molding the societies we know today.

The Historical Context Behind African Slavery in the
Americas

The origins of African slavery in the Americas are deeply tied to European colonization and the
demands of new economies in the New World. When Europeans first arrived in the Americas in the
late 15th and early 16th centuries, they quickly recognized the vast potential for agricultural and
mineral wealth. However, the indigenous populations, initially used as labor, were drastically reduced
due to disease, warfare, and harsh working conditions.

Why Africans Became the Primary Source of Labor

As the indigenous workforce diminished, European colonizers turned to Africa for labor. Several
factors made Africans the preferred choice for enslavement in the Americas:

- ¥*Experience with agriculture:** Many African societies had long histories of farming and could
quickly adapt to plantation work.

- ¥**Resistance to European diseases:** Africans had higher immunity to Old World diseases compared
to Native Americans, making them more resilient in the harsh colonial environments.

- ¥*Existing slave trade networks:** Africa already had established systems of slavery and prisoner
exchange, which European traders exploited and expanded for transatlantic purposes.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade: The Engine Driving the
Rise of African Slavery

The transatlantic slave trade was the cornerstone of African slavery’s rise in the Americas. Between
the 16th and 19th centuries, millions of Africans were forcibly transported across the Atlantic Ocean in
brutal conditions.



The Triangular Trade System

The trade operated on a triangular route:

1. European goods were shipped to Africa, where they were traded for enslaved people.

2. Africans were transported across the Middle Passage to the Americas.

3. Raw materials and cash crops produced by enslaved labor, such as sugar, tobacco, and cotton,
were sent back to Europe.

This system not only fueled the rise of African slavery but also created a global economic network
that enriched European powers and plantation owners.

The Middle Passage and Its Horrors

The journey from Africa to the Americas, known as the Middle Passage, was notorious for its
inhumanity. Enslaved Africans were packed tightly into ships, suffering from disease, malnutrition,
and abuse. Mortality rates were staggering, with some voyages losing up to 20% of their human cargo
before arrival. This horrific experience underscored the brutal nature of the system that was rising on
the foundation of African slavery.

The Economic Drivers Behind the Rise of African
Slavery

One of the most compelling reasons the rise of African slavery in the Americas persisted was the
enormous economic benefit it provided to colonial powers and settlers.

Plantation Economies and Cash Crops

Sugar, tobacco, coffee, and cotton plantations in the Caribbean, Brazil, and the American South relied
heavily on enslaved African labor. These crops were labor-intensive, and the demand for them in
Europe created a lucrative market. The profitability of plantations encouraged the importation of more
enslaved Africans, creating a vicious cycle that entrenched slavery further.

Labor Shortages and the Demand for Cheap Labor

The scarcity of voluntary labor in the New World meant that plantation owners needed a large,
controllable workforce. African slaves were seen as a solution because they could be bought, sold,
and controlled with little legal restriction. This commodification of human lives was justified under
various legal and religious frameworks, which evolved to support and maintain the institution of
slavery.



The Social and Cultural Impact of African Slavery in the
Americas

The rise of African slavery left an indelible mark on the social fabric of the Americas, influencing
culture, demographics, and social hierarchies.

Demographic Changes and Population Growth

The forced migration of millions of Africans drastically altered the population makeup in the Americas.
In many Caribbean islands and parts of South America, enslaved Africans and their descendants
became the majority population. This demographic shift played a key role in shaping the cultural and
racial dynamics of the region.

Cultural Contributions and Creolization

Despite the oppression, enslaved Africans brought their languages, religions, music, and culinary
traditions, which blended with indigenous and European cultures to create unique creole societies.
These cultural contributions have had a lasting influence and are evident in music genres like jazz and
reggae, religious practices such as Vodou and Santeria, and many other aspects of American life.

Social Hierarchies and Racial Divides

African slavery reinforced racial hierarchies, positioning Africans and their descendants at the bottom
of social structures. Laws known as “slave codes” institutionalized racial discrimination and stripped
enslaved people of basic rights. These divisions have had long-lasting social consequences,
contributing to systemic inequalities that persist in many parts of the Americas.

Resistance and Abolition Movements

While the rise of African slavery seemed unstoppable for centuries, resistance from enslaved Africans
and changing economic and moral attitudes eventually challenged the system.

Forms of Resistance

Enslaved Africans resisted their oppression in many ways, including:

- **Rebellions and uprisings:** Notable revolts like the Haitian Revolution demonstrated the agency
and strength of enslaved people.

- **Daily acts of defiance:** Work slowdowns, sabotage, and maintaining cultural traditions helped
preserve a sense of identity and autonomy.



- ¥*Escape:** Many sought freedom through escape, forming maroon communities in remote regions.

The Road to Abolition

The abolition of African slavery in the Americas was a gradual process influenced by economic shifts,
Enlightenment ideals, and humanitarian efforts. By the 19th century, many countries began passing
laws to end the transatlantic slave trade and eventually slavery itself. The legacies of these
movements continue to resonate as societies reckon with their histories.

Reflecting on the Rise of African Slavery in the
Americas

Exploring the rise of African slavery in the Americas reveals a story of immense human suffering but
also resilience and cultural transformation. Understanding this history is crucial for acknowledging the
roots of many contemporary social issues and celebrating the enduring contributions of African-
descended peoples across the Americas. The echoes of this past shape our present and remind us of
the importance of justice and human dignity in all societies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors contributed to the rise of African slavery in the
Americas?

The rise of African slavery in the Americas was driven by the demand for labor on plantations
producing sugar, tobacco, and cotton, the decline of indigenous populations due to disease and harsh
conditions, and the availability of African slaves through established trade networks.

When did African slavery begin to rise significantly in the
Americas?

African slavery began to rise significantly in the early 17th century and expanded throughout the 18th
century as European colonial powers developed plantation economies in the Americas.

Why were Africans chosen as slaves over indigenous peoples
in the Americas?

Africans were chosen over indigenous peoples because many indigenous populations were decimated
by disease and warfare, Africans were more resistant to European diseases, and there were existing
African slave trade networks that facilitated their transport to the Americas.



How did the transatlantic slave trade impact African
societies?

The transatlantic slave trade led to significant social disruption in African societies, including
depopulation, increased warfare to capture slaves, and economic dependency on slave trading, which
altered traditional social and political structures.

What role did European powers play in the rise of African
slavery in the Americas?

European powers such as Portugal, Spain, Britain, France, and the Netherlands facilitated and profited
from the transatlantic slave trade by establishing colonies that relied on slave labor and creating legal
frameworks that institutionalized slavery.

How did African slavery shape the economies of American
colonies?

African slavery was central to the economies of American colonies by providing a cheap and forced
labor force that enabled large-scale plantation agriculture, which was the backbone of colonial
exports like sugar, tobacco, and cotton.

What were the living and working conditions like for African
slaves in the Americas?

Living and working conditions for African slaves were harsh and brutal, involving long hours of labor,
poor nutrition, inadequate shelter, physical punishment, and denial of basic human rights, leading to
high mortality rates.

How did African culture influence societies in the Americas
despite the conditions of slavery?

African culture influenced societies in the Americas through language, music, religion, cuisine, and
social practices, leading to cultural syncretism and the preservation of African heritage in the
diaspora.

What legal systems supported the institution of African
slavery in the Americas?

Legal systems such as the Slave Codes in English colonies and similar laws in Spanish and Portuguese
territories codified the status of Africans as property, restricted their rights, and regulated their
treatment to maintain the institution of slavery.

When and how did the movement to abolish African slavery
begin in the Americas?

The movement to abolish African slavery began in the late 18th century, influenced by Enlightenment



ideals and religious groups, and gained momentum through slave rebellions and abolitionist
campaigns, leading to gradual emancipation in the 19th century.

Additional Resources

The Rise of African Slavery in the Americas: An Analytical Overview

the rise of african slavery in the americas marks one of the most significant and tragic chapters
in global history, shaping the demographic, economic, and social landscape of the Western
Hemisphere for centuries. As European colonization intensified, the demand for labor to cultivate vast
plantations and extract resources led to the widespread importation of enslaved Africans. This article
explores the complex factors behind this rise, its mechanisms, and lasting impacts, shedding light on
a phenomenon that fundamentally altered the course of the Americas.

Historical Context and Economic Drivers

The initial European settlements in the Americas were characterized by acute labor shortages.
Indigenous populations, decimated by disease and conflict, were unable to sustain the intensive
agricultural and mining demands imposed by colonial enterprises. This labor vacuum prompted
colonizers to seek alternative sources, ultimately turning to Africa as a reservoir of enslaved laborers.

The rise of African slavery in the Americas was intrinsically linked to the burgeoning global economy
of the 16th to 19th centuries. The establishment of cash crops such as sugar, tobacco, cotton, and
coffee created enormous profit incentives for plantation owners. African slaves became the backbone
of this labor-intensive system, providing a workforce that was both exploitable and, tragically,
replaceable from the perspective of colonial powers.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade: Mechanisms and Scale

Central to the rise of African slavery was the transatlantic slave trade, a vast and brutal commercial
network that forcibly transported millions of Africans across the Atlantic Ocean. This triangular trade
system involved European ships carrying manufactured goods to Africa, exchanging them for
enslaved individuals, then transporting these captives to the Americas, and finally returning to Europe
with colonial products.

Estimates indicate that between the 16th and 19th centuries, approximately 12 to 15 million Africans
were forcibly relocated to the Americas. Brazil and the Caribbean received the largest share, with
significant numbers also sent to North America and Spanish colonies. The scale of this forced
migration was unprecedented, and its demographic consequences reshaped populations across
continents.

Socioeconomic Implications of African Slavery in the



Americas

The introduction of African slaves had profound effects beyond mere labor supply. It entrenched a
social hierarchy based on race, institutionalizing systems of racial discrimination that persisted long
after slavery’s formal abolition. The commodification of human lives created economic structures
centered on exploitation, with wealth accumulation for European colonizers predicated on the
subjugation of African peoples.

Labor Systems and Plantation Economies

African slaves were primarily employed in plantation agriculture, mining, and domestic service.
Plantation economies in the Caribbean and Brazil were particularly dependent on slave labor for sugar
production, a commodity critical to European markets. In North America, tobacco and cotton
plantations similarly relied on enslaved Africans, although on a smaller scale compared to the
Caribbean.

The reliance on slave labor allowed for the expansion of colonial economies but at an immense
human cost. Enslaved individuals faced brutal working conditions, inadequate nutrition, and harsh
punishments. Mortality rates were high, necessitating continuous importation of new slaves to
maintain the labor force.

Cultural and Demographic Transformations

The rise of African slavery also led to significant demographic shifts, as African-descended
populations grew rapidly in many colonies. This resulted in the emergence of Afro-American cultures,
blending African traditions with European and Indigenous influences. Languages, religions, music, and
culinary practices in the Americas bear the imprint of African heritage.

However, these cultural developments occurred within contexts of oppression and resistance.

Enslaved Africans forged new identities and communities, often engaging in acts of defiance, from
subtle forms of cultural preservation to outright rebellion.

Legal Frameworks and Institutionalization of Slavery

Colonial administrations codified the status of enslaved Africans through legal frameworks that
legitimized slavery and racial discrimination. Laws known as "slave codes" delineated the rights of
slave owners and the restrictions placed upon enslaved people, embedding the institution within the
political and social fabric of the colonies.

Comparison of Slavery Systems Across the Americas

The nature of African slavery varied depending on geographic and colonial contexts. For example:



e Caribbean Colonies: Characterized by large sugar plantations with extremely high mortality
rates among slaves, leading to continuous importation.

e Brazil: The largest importer of African slaves, with a plantation economy focused on sugar and
later coffee, accompanied by a complex system of manumission and racial mixing.

* North America: Slavery was less pervasive in the early colonial period but expanded
significantly in the southern colonies with tobacco and cotton cultivation.

These differences influenced the social dynamics, resistance movements, and eventual paths toward
abolition.

The Legacy of African Slavery in the Americas

The rise of African slavery left enduring legacies that continue to influence the Americas today. Issues
of racial inequality, economic disparity, and cultural identity trace their roots to this era.
Understanding the historical context and mechanisms behind the rise of African slavery is essential
for grappling with contemporary social challenges and fostering informed dialogues about justice and
reconciliation.

In examining the rise of African slavery in the Americas, it becomes clear that this institution was not
merely a byproduct of economic necessity but a complex, systemic phenomenon shaped by global
trade, colonial ambitions, and social ideologies. Its impacts resonate deeply, underscoring the
importance of historical awareness in addressing the present and future of societies shaped by this
legacy.

The Rise Of African Slavery In The Americas

the rise of african slavery in the americas: The Rise of African Slavery in the Americas
David Eltis, 2000 Why were the countries with the most developed institutions of individual freedom
also the leaders in establishing the most exploitative system of slavery that the world has ever seen?
In seeking to provide new answers to this question, The Rise of African Slavery in the Americas
examines the development of the English Atlantic slave system between 1650 and 1800. The book
outlines a major African role in the evolution of the Atlantic societies before the nineteenth century
and argues that the transatlantic slave trade was a result of African strength rather than African
weakness. It also addresses changing patterns of group identity to account for the racial basis of
slavery in the early modern Atlantic World. Exploring the paradox of the concurrent development of
slavery and freedom in the European domains, David Eltis provides a fresh interpretation of this
difficult historical problem.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: The Rise of African Slavery in the Americas
David Eltis, 2000

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Slavery and African Ethnicities in the
Americas Gwendolyn Midlo Hall, 2009-11-05 Enslaved peoples were brought to the Americas from
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many places in Africa, but a large majority came from relatively few ethnic groups. Drawing on a
wide range of materials in four languages as well as on her lifetime study of slave groups in the New
World, Gwendolyn Midlo Hall explores the persistence of African ethnic identities among the
enslaved over four hundred years of the Atlantic slave trade. Hall traces the linguistic, economic,
and cultural ties shared by large numbers of enslaved Africans, showing that despite the
fragmentation of the diaspora many ethnic groups retained enough cohesion to communicate and to
transmit elements of their shared culture. Hall concludes that recognition of the survival and
persistence of African ethnic identities can fundamentally reshape how people think about the
emergence of identities among enslaved Africans and their descendants in the Americas, about the
ways shared identity gave rise to resistance movements, and about the elements of common African
ethnic traditions that influenced regional creole cultures throughout the Americas.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Current Perspectives on the Archaeology of
African Slavery in Latin America Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Charles E. Orser Jr., 2014-11-10 This
edited volume aims at exploring a most relevant but somewhat neglected subject in archaeological
studies, especially within Latin America: maroons and runaway settlements. Scholarship on
runaways is well established and prolific in ethnology, anthropology and history, but it is still in its
infancy in archaeology. A small body of archaeological literature on maroons exists for other regions,
but no single volume discusses the subject in depth, including diverse eras and geographical areas
within Latin American contexts. Thus, a central aim of the volume is to gather together some of the
most active, Latin American maroon archaeologists in a single volume. This volume will thus become
an important reference book on the subject and will also foster further archaeology research on
maroon settlements. The introduction and comments by senior scholars provide a wide-ranging and
comprehensive analysis of runaway archaeology that will help to indicate the global importance of
this research.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: African Slavery in Latin America and the
Caribbean Herbert S. Klein, Ben Vinson III, 2007-09-06 This is an original survey of the economic
and social history of slavery of the Afro-American experience in Latin America and the Caribbean.
The focus of the book is on the Portuguese, Spanish, and French-speaking regions of continental
America and the Caribbean. It analyzes the latest research on urban and rural slavery and on the
African and Afro-American experience under these regimes. It approaches these themes both
historically and structurally. The historical section provides a detailed analysis of the evolution of
slavery and forced labor systems in Europe, Africa, and America. The second half of the book looks
at the type of life and culture which the salves experienced in these American regimes. The first part
of the book describes the growth of the plantation and mining economies that absorbed African slave
labor, how that labor was used, and how the changing international economic conditions affected
the local use and distribution of the slave labor force. Particular emphasis is given to the evolution of
the sugar plantation economy, which was the single largest user of African slave labor and which
was established in almost all of the Latin American colonies. Once establishing the economic context
in which slave labor was applied, the book shifts focus to the Africans and Afro-Americans
themselves as they passed through this slave regime. The first part deals with the demographic
history of the slaves, including their experience in the Atlantic slave trade and their expectations of
life in the New World. The next part deals with the attempts of the African and American born slaves
to create a viable and autonomous culture. This includes their adaptation of European languages,
religions, and even kinship systems to their own needs. It also examines systems of cooptation and
accommodation to the slave regime, as well as the type and intensity of slave resistances and
rebellions. A separate chapter is devoted to the important and different role of the free colored
under slavery in the various colonies. The unique importance of the Brazilian free labor class is
stressed, just as is the very unusual mobility experienced by the free colored in the French West
Indies. The final chapter deals with the differing history of total emancipation and how ex-slaves
adjusted to free conditions in the post-abolition periods of their respective societies. The patterns of
post-emancipation integration are studied along with the questions of the relative success of the



ex-slaves in obtaining control over land and escape from the old plantation regimes.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Slavery in the Development of the Americas
David Eltis, Frank D. Lewis, Kenneth L. Sokoloff, 2004-03-29 Slavery in the Development of the
Americas brings together work from leading historians and economic historians of slavery. The
essays cover various aspects of slavery and the role of slavery in the development of the southern
United States, Brazil, Cuba, the French and Dutch Caribbean, and elsewhere in the Americas. Some
essays explore the emergence of the slave system, and others provide important insights about the
operation of specific slave economics. There are reviews of slave markets and prices, and
discussions of the efficiency and distributional aspects of slavery. Perspectives are brought on the
transition from slavery and subsequent adjustments, and the volume contains the work of prominent
scholars, many of whom have been pioneers in the study of slavery in the Americas.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Indian Slavery in Colonial America Alan
Gallay, 2009-01-01 European enslavement of American Indians began with Christopher Columbus?s
arrival in the New World. The slave trade expanded with European colonies, and though African
slave labor filled many needs, huge numbers of America?s indigenous peoples continued to be
captured and forced to work as slaves. Although central to the process of colony-building in what
became the United States, this phenomena has received scant attention from historians. g Indian
Slavery in Colonial America, edited by Alan Gallay, examines the complicated dynamics of Indian
enslavement. How and why Indians became both slaves of the Europeans and suppliers of slavery?s
victims is the subject of this book. The essays in this collection use Indian slavery as a lens through
which to explore both Indian and European societies and their interactions, as well as relations
between and among Native groups.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Teaching U.S. History as Mystery David
Gerwin, Jack Zevin, 2010-12-14 Presenting U.S. history as contested interpretations of compelling
problems, this text offers a clear set of principles and strategies, together with case studies and
Mystery Packets of documentary materials from key periods in American history, that teachers can
use with their students to promote and sustain problem-finding and problem-solving in history and
social studies classrooms. Structured to encourage new attitudes toward history as hands-on inquiry,
conflicting interpretation, and myriad uncertainties, the whole point is to create a user-friendly way
of teaching history as it really is — with all its problems, issues, unknowns, and value clashes.
Students and teachers are invited to think anew as active participants in learning history rather than
as passive sponges soaking up pre-arranged and often misrepresented people and events. New in
the Second Edition: New chapters on Moundbuilders, and the Origins of Slavery; expanded Gulf of
Tonkin chapter now covering the Vietnam and Iraq wars; teaching tips in this edition draw on years
of teacher experience in using mysteries in their classrooms.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Encyclopedia of North American
Immigration John Powell, 2009 Presents an illustrated A-Z reference containing more than 300
entries related to immigration to North America, including people, places, legislation, and more.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Caribbean Exchanges,

the rise of african slavery in the americas: The Making of New World Slavery Robin
Blackburn, 2010-08-02 The Making of New World Slavery argues that independent commerce,
geared to burgeoning consumer markets, was the driving force behind the rise of plantation slavery.
The baroque state sought—successfully—to feed upon this commerce and—with markedly less
success—to regulate slavery and racial relations. To illustrate this thesis, Blackburn examines the
deployment of slaves in the colonial possessions of the Portuguese, the Spanish, the Dutch, the
English and the French. Plantation slavery is shown to have emerged from the impulses of civil
society, not from the strategies of individual states. Robin Blackburn argues that the organization of
slave plantations placed the West on a destructive path to modernity and that greatly preferable
alternatives were both proposed and rejected. Finally, he shows that the surge of Atlantic trade,
predicated on the murderous toil of the plantations, made a decisive contribution to both the
Industrial Revolution and the rise of the West.



the rise of african slavery in the americas: The Harvard Guide to African-American History
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 2001 This massive guide, sponsored by the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute
for Afro-American Research at Harvard University and compiled by renowned experts, offers a
compendium of information and interpretation on over 500 years of black experience in America.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: The Intellectual Origins of American Slavery John
Samuel Harpham, 2025-10-07 John Samuel Harpham shows that the development of slavery in the
English Atlantic world was underpinned by a tradition of ideas rooted in Roman law. This tradition,
which explained enslavement as the common fate of war captives, informed attitudes toward Africa
and became the basis for the earliest defenses of American slavery.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Encyclopedia of African American Society
Gerald D. Jaynes, 2005-02 An encyclopedic reference of African American history and culture.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: History of the Rise and Fall of the Slave
Power in America Henry Wilson, 1876

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Suppression of the African Slave-Trade to the
United States of America W. E. B. Du Bois, 2014-05-05 Well-documented classic examines the
South's plantation economy and its influence on the slave trade, the role of Northern merchants in
financing the slave trade during the 19th century, and much more.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: The Suppression of the African Slave Trade to the
United States of America, 1638-1870 William Edward Burghardt Du Bois, 2007 W. E. B. Du Bois was
a public intellectual, sociologist, and activist on behalf of the African American community. He
profoundly shaped black political culture in the United States through his founding role in the
NAACP, as well as internationally through the Pan-African movement. DuBois's sociological and
historical research on African-American communities and culture broke ground in many areas,
including the history of the post-Civil War Reconstruction period. Du Bois was also a prolific author
of novels, autobiographical accounts, innumerable editorials and journalistic pieces, and several
works of history. The Suppression of the African Slave Trade to the United States of America,
1638-1870, W. E. B. Du Bois's groundbreaking monograph, recounts the moral failures and missed
opportunities of the American Revolution and the consequences of compromising with slavery. As Du
Bois's first published work and doctoral dissertation, Suppression lays the groundwork for his early
commitment to the study of the African American experience. At the time of its publication in 1896,
Du Bois's monograph was at the forefront of developments in historiography, embodying a new,
empirical approach to history. Suppression is integral to understanding Du Bois's early theories and
his evolution into a leading scholar and activist. With a series introduction by editor Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., and an introduction by Saidiya Hartman, this edition is essential for anyone interested in
African American history.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: History of the Rise and Fall of the Slave
Power in America Henry Wilson, 2023-03-08 Reprint of the original, first published in 1872. The
publishing house Anatiposi publishes historical books as reprints. Due to their age, these books may
have missing pages or inferior quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and make them available
to the public so that they do not get lost.

the rise of african slavery in the americas: The Princeton Companion to Atlantic History
Joseph C. Miller, Vincent Brown, Jorge Cahizares-Esguerra, Laurent Dubois, Karen Ordahl
Kupperman, 2015-01-18 The first encyclopedic reference to Atlantic history Between the fifteenth
and nineteenth centuries, the connections among Africa, the Americas, and Europe transformed
world history—through maritime exploration, commercial engagements, human migrations and
settlements, political realignments and upheavals, cultural exchanges, and more. This book, the first
encyclopedic reference work on Atlantic history, takes an integrated, multicontinental approach that
emphasizes the dynamics of change and the perspectives and motivations of the peoples who made it
happen. The entries—all specially commissioned for this volume from an international team of
leading scholars—synthesize the latest scholarship on central themes, including economics,
migration, politics, war, technologies and science, the physical environment, and culture. Part one




features five major essays that trace the changes distinctive to each chronological phase of Atlantic
history. Part two includes more than 125 entries on key topics, from the seemingly familiar viewed in
unfamiliar and provocative ways (the Seven Years' War, trading companies) to less conventional
subjects (family networks, canon law, utopias). This is an indispensable resource for students,
researchers, and scholars in a range of fields, from early American, African, Latin American, and
European history to the histories of economics, religion, and science. The first encyclopedic
reference on Atlantic history Features five major essays and more than 125 alphabetical entries
Provides essential context on major areas of change: Economies (for example, the slave trade,
marine resources, commodities, specie, trading companies) Populations (emigrations, Native
American removals, blended communities) Politics and law (the law of nations, royal liberties,
paramount chiefdoms, independence struggles in Haiti, the Hispanic Americas, the United States,
and France) Military actions (the African and Napoleonic wars, the Seven Years' War, wars of
conquest) Technologies and science (cartography, nautical science, geography, healing practices)
The physical environment (climate and weather, forest resources, agricultural production, food and
diets, disease) Cultures and communities (captivity narratives, religions and religious practices)
Includes original contributions from Sven Beckert, Holly Brewer, Peter A. Coclanis, Seymour
Drescher, Eliga H. Gould, David S. Jones, Wim Klooster, Mark Peterson, Steven Pincus, Richard
Price and Sophia Rosenfeld, and many more Contains illustrations, maps, and bibliographies

the rise of african slavery in the americas: Slavery in the Americas Wolfgang Binder, 1993
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