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Religion in the Romantic Era: A Journey Through Faith, Emotion, and Imagination

religion in the romantic era played a significant and complex role, weaving itself
through the cultural, artistic, and intellectual fabric of the time. This period, roughly
spanning the late 18th to mid-19th century, was marked by a profound shift in how people
perceived spirituality, faith, and the divine. The Romantic movement, known for its
emphasis on emotion, individualism, and nature, brought with it a fresh and often deeply
personal approach to religious thought and expression. Exploring religion in the Romantic
era reveals how faith was both challenged and revitalized amid rapid societal changes.

The Romantic Era: Context and Spiritual Climate

To understand religion in the Romantic era, it’s essential to grasp the historical and
cultural backdrop. The Age of Enlightenment, which preceded Romanticism, championed
reason, science, and skepticism toward traditional religious doctrines. This intellectual
shift left many searching for new ways to experience spirituality beyond institutionalized
religion. Romanticism emerged as a reaction against the cold rationalism of the
Enlightenment, valuing emotion, intuition, and the sublime — often found in nature and
the transcendent.

During this time, Europe was undergoing enormous transformations: industrialization was
changing social structures, scientific discoveries were challenging biblical narratives, and
political revolutions questioned authority, including that of the Church. These upheavals
created a fertile ground for reimagining spirituality and for religion to be expressed in
more personal, mystical, and emotional terms.

The Rise of Personal Spirituality

One of the hallmark features of religion in the Romantic era was the turn inward toward
individual experience. Romantics believed that true knowledge of the divine came not
through dogma or institutionalized worship but through personal revelation and a deep
emotional connection with the sacred. This shift gave rise to a more introspective and
subjective form of spirituality.

Poets, artists, and philosophers of the time often depicted religion as an intimate dialogue
between the soul and the universe. Figures like William Blake and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge infused their work with spiritual symbolism, blending Christian themes with
visionary mysticism. Their writings suggest that faith was less about external authority
and more about the imaginative and emotional faculties of the human mind.



Nature as a Divine Presence

In exploring religion in the Romantic era, one cannot overlook the central role nature
played in spiritual thought. Nature was seen as a living, breathing manifestation of the
divine, a source of inspiration and a pathway to understanding God. This perspective
marked a departure from traditional religious views that often placed humans above
nature or saw the natural world as a mere backdrop for human activity.

Romantics believed that by immersing themselves in the wilderness — mountains, forests,
rivers — they could experience a direct connection with the sublime and the eternal. This
belief intertwined spirituality with ecology long before the modern environmental
movement. For many, nature was a cathedral, a sacred space where one could feel the
presence of God without the need for churches or rituals.

Examples of Nature’s Spiritual Significance in Romantic
Literature

- *William Wordsworth:** Often celebrated as the nature poet, Wordsworth’s works
emphasize the healing and spiritual power of the natural world. In poems like “Tintern
Abbey,” he reflects on how nature nurtures the soul and connects him to a higher reality.

- **Novalis:** A German Romantic poet and philosopher, Novalis saw nature as an outward
expression of the divine spirit, suggesting that understanding nature was akin to
understanding God.

Religious Revival and Mysticism

While Romanticism encouraged skepticism toward organized religion, it also coincided
with various religious revivals and a renewed interest in mysticism and the supernatural.
The era witnessed movements like Methodism and other evangelical awakenings that
emphasized heartfelt faith and personal transformation, aligning in some ways with
Romantic values.

Mysticism — the pursuit of direct, personal experience of the divine — found a new
resonance. Many Romantics were fascinated by occultism, spiritualism, and Eastern
religious philosophies, viewing these as alternative paths to spirituality. The blending of
Christian mysticism with broader esoteric traditions exemplifies the eclectic religious
atmosphere of the period.

The Influence of Eastern Religions

Romantic thinkers increasingly looked beyond Christianity for spiritual inspiration.
Translations of Hindu and Buddhist texts introduced new concepts such as karma,
reincarnation, and meditation, which captivated European intellectuals. This cross-cultural



exchange enriched religious discourse and offered fresh perspectives on the nature of the
soul and the cosmos.

Religion and Romantic Art: Expressing the Sacred

Visual arts during the Romantic era were deeply intertwined with religious themes, often
depicting biblical stories, saints, and the divine in ways that highlighted emotional
intensity and spiritual awe. Unlike the restrained religious art of previous centuries,
Romantic artists embraced dramatic lighting, vivid colors, and dynamic compositions to
evoke feelings of wonder and transcendence.

Key Artists and Their Spiritual Contributions

- **Caspar David Friedrich:** Known for his landscapes infused with spiritual symbolism,
Friedrich’s paintings often depict solitary figures contemplating vast natural scenes,
evoking themes of divine mystery and human contemplation.

- ¥Eugeéne Delacroix:** His works frequently explore biblical and mythological subjects
with passionate expressionism, emphasizing the emotional power of religious experience.

These artists helped redefine religious imagery, moving it from formal doctrine to an
expression of personal faith and existential reflection.

Philosophical Reflections on Religion in the
Romantic Era

Philosophers of the Romantic period wrestled with the implications of changing religious
attitudes. While some critiqued the decline of traditional faith, others embraced the
opportunity to rethink spirituality in more expansive terms.

Friedrich Schleiermacher, often called the father of modern liberal theology, argued that
religion’s essence was a feeling of absolute dependence on the infinite. His ideas bridged
faith and reason, emphasizing individual religious experience over dogmatic belief.
Schleiermacher’s work influenced theology and philosophy well beyond the Romantic
period, shaping contemporary understandings of spirituality.

Romanticism’s Legacy on Modern Religious Thought

The Romantic era’s emphasis on emotion, individualism, and nature has left a lasting
imprint on how people approach religion today. Modern spiritual movements that
prioritize personal experience and ecological awareness owe much to Romantic ideas.
Even contemporary literature and art continue to draw on Romantic spirituality to explore
the human relationship with the divine.



Challenges and Critiques of Religion in the
Romantic Era

Despite its rich contributions, religion in the Romantic era was not without its tensions.
The movement’s focus on subjective spirituality sometimes led to critiques of excessive
individualism, potentially undermining communal religious life and shared doctrines.
Additionally, the fascination with mysticism and the occult occasionally veered into the
realm of the unorthodox, raising questions about authenticity and orthodoxy.

Moreover, the Romantic idealization of nature sometimes conflicted with traditional
religious teachings that emphasized human dominion over the earth. This tension between
reverence for the natural world and established religious authority created a complex
dynamic that shaped religious debates of the time.

Balancing Tradition and Innovation

Many religious thinkers and communities sought to balance the new Romantic sensibilities
with the continuity of faith traditions. This delicate negotiation helped prevent a wholesale
rejection of religion while allowing for spiritual renewal and adaptation to changing
cultural landscapes.

Exploring religion in the Romantic era opens a window into a time when faith was deeply
intertwined with emotion, art, and nature. It was an era that challenged established
religious norms and invited individuals to seek a more personal and profound connection
with the divine. Whether through poetry, painting, or philosophy, the Romantic period
enriched the spiritual landscape in ways that continue to resonate today.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did the Romantic era influence religious thought
and expression?

The Romantic era emphasized emotion, individualism, and nature, which led to a more
personal and experiential approach to religion. It often involved a revival of spirituality
and mysticism, moving away from strict dogma toward a more heartfelt connection with
the divine.

Which Romantic writers prominently explored religious
themes in their works?

Writers like William Blake, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and William Wordsworth explored
religious themes, often blending Christian imagery with Romantic ideals of nature,



imagination, and the sublime.

What role did nature play in the religious ideas of the
Romantic era?

Nature was seen as a manifestation of the divine and a source of spiritual truth. Romantics
believed that through communion with nature, individuals could experience a deeper
connection with God or the spiritual realm, reflecting a pantheistic or transcendentalist
approach to religion.

How did Romanticism challenge the Enlightenment’s
view on religion?

Romanticism challenged the Enlightenment's emphasis on reason and skepticism by
valuing emotion, intuition, and faith. It often criticized the Enlightenment for neglecting
spiritual and mystical aspects of human experience, advocating instead for a more
profound and personal religious sensibility.

Did the Romantic era contribute to any new religious
movements?

Yes, the Romantic era's focus on individual spirituality and mystical experience helped
inspire movements such as Transcendentalism in America, which emphasized personal
intuition and the inherent goodness of people and nature as aspects of the divine.

How was religion expressed in Romantic era art and
music?

Romantic art and music frequently incorporated religious themes, portraying dramatic,
emotional, and sublime experiences of the divine. Composers like Franz Schubert and
painters like Caspar David Friedrich depicted spiritual struggles, divine presence in
nature, and transcendence, reflecting the era’s religious sensibilities.

Additional Resources

Religion in the Romantic Era: An Analytical Exploration

Religion in the Romantic Era presents a complex and nuanced dimension of cultural
and intellectual history. Emerging in the late 18th century and flourishing throughout the
19th century, the Romantic movement was characterized by a profound shift in how
spirituality, faith, and divine experience were perceived and expressed. Rather than
adhering strictly to institutional dogma, the era witnessed a renewed interest in personal
religious experience, nature as a manifestation of the divine, and the embrace of
mysticism. This article examines the multifaceted role of religion during the Romantic
period, its interplay with contemporary philosophical currents, and its enduring impact on
art and literature.



The Contextual Framework of Religion in the
Romantic Era

The Romantic era unfolded against a backdrop of significant social, political, and
intellectual upheaval. The Enlightenment’s emphasis on reason and empirical science had
challenged traditional religious authority, provoking both skepticism and reaction. In this
context, religion in the Romantic era often emerged as a counterbalance to the
mechanistic worldview, offering a more emotive and intuitive approach to spirituality.

Romantic thinkers and artists frequently turned to religion not as a rigid institution but as
a deeply personal and often symbolic experience. This shift reflected a broader cultural
movement that valued subjectivity, imagination, and emotional depth. As a result, religion
became intertwined with the era’s fascination with the sublime, the mysterious, and the
transcendent.

The Shift from Organized Religion to Personal
Spirituality

One of the defining features of religion in the Romantic era was the pivot away from
organized, doctrinal religion toward individualized spirituality. This transformation was
catalyzed by several factors:

¢ Reaction to Rationalism: The Enlightenment’s rationalist critiques led many
Romantics to seek spiritual meaning beyond the confines of reason and formal
theology.

e Emphasis on Emotion and Intuition: Romanticism celebrated feelings and
intuition as valid ways of knowing, which naturally extended into religious
experience.

e Interest in Mysticism and the Occult: Many Romantics explored mysticism,
folklore, and esoteric traditions, underscoring a fascination with hidden or
transcendent truths.

This personal spirituality often manifested in a pantheistic or deistic view, where God was
perceived through the lens of nature’s grandeur rather than through ecclesiastical dogma.

Nature as a Divine Manifestation

Nature’s role in religion during the Romantic era cannot be overstated. The natural world
was frequently portrayed as a direct expression of the divine, a living testament to
spiritual truths. This perspective aligned with the Romantic idealization of the



sublime—experiences that evoke awe, terror, and beauty simultaneously.

Poets like William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge described nature as a
spiritual presence capable of inspiring profound religious feelings. This theological
naturalism often stood in contrast to traditional Christian doctrines, which emphasized a
transcendental, separate deity. Instead, Romantic thinkers perceived God immanently
within the natural world, fostering a sense of unity between humanity and the cosmos.

Intersections Between Religion and Romantic
Literature

Romantic literature serves as a vital lens through which to investigate religion in the
Romantic era. Writers used their works to explore theological themes, critique established
religion, and articulate new spiritual sensibilities.

William Blake: Prophetic Visions and Religious Critique

William Blake exemplifies the Romantic religious imagination. His poetry and visual art
are steeped in complex religious symbolism and critique. Blake rejected orthodox
Christianity’s institutional authority, advocating instead for a visionary spirituality that
emphasized personal revelation and the divine imagination. His works, such as "The
Marriage of Heaven and Hell," challenge conventional dichotomies of good and evil,
heaven and hell, reflecting a dynamic and often paradoxical understanding of faith.

John Keats and the Ambiguity of Faith

John Keats’s poetry reveals an ambivalent relationship with religion. While he was
skeptical of orthodox belief, his work is imbued with spiritual longing and an acute
awareness of mortality and the transcendence beyond it. Keats’s famous notion of
“negative capability”—the ability to embrace uncertainty—resonates with the Romantic
struggle to reconcile doubt and faith.

Religious Symbolism in Gothic Literature

The Gothic genre, closely linked to the Romantic era, frequently incorporated religious
motifs to explore themes of sin, redemption, and the supernatural. Novels such as Mary
Shelley’s "Frankenstein" and the works of Edgar Allan Poe engage with questions about
creation, hubris, and the limits of human knowledge—issues deeply embedded in religious
discourse.



The Pros and Cons of Religious Thought in
Romanticism

Analyzing religion in the Romantic era involves weighing both its enriching contributions
and its potential limitations.

Pros

e Revitalization of Spiritual Experience: By emphasizing emotion and
individualism, Romanticism reinvigorated religious feeling in a period dominated by
rationalism.

e Integration with Nature and Art: The era forged new connections between
spirituality, natural beauty, and creative expression, influencing generations of
artists and thinkers.

¢ Encouragement of Religious Pluralism: The Romantic openness to mysticism and
alternative faiths broadened the religious landscape beyond orthodox Christianity.

Cons

e Subjectivity Leading to Relativism: The focus on personal spirituality sometimes
undermined shared religious traditions and communal practices.

¢ Occultism and Esotericism: The fascination with mysticism occasionally veered
into irrational or pseudoscientific territory, complicating the credibility of religious
discourse.

e Ambiguity and Doubt: While intellectually stimulating, the Romantic embrace of

uncertainty sometimes resulted in theological ambiguity that challenged coherent
belief systems.

Comparative Perspectives: Religion in the
Romantic Era versus Previous Periods

To fully grasp the distinctiveness of religion in the Romantic era, it is instructive to
compare it with earlier epochs such as the Enlightenment and the Baroque period.

- Enlightenment: Characterized by skepticism toward superstition and a prioritization of



reason, the Enlightenment generally promoted deism or secularism. Romanticism reacted
against this by reinstating emotion and faith.

- Baroque: The Baroque period favored grand religious spectacle and dogmatic
adherence, often linked to the Counter-Reformation. Romanticism’s approach was more
introspective and symbolic, focusing on the individual’s spiritual journey rather than
institutional authority.

This comparative lens highlights how religion in the Romantic era functioned as both a
continuation and a transformation of Western religious thought.

Legacy of Religion in the Romantic Era

The spiritual innovations of the Romantic era left a lasting imprint on subsequent cultural
and religious developments. The emphasis on nature spirituality anticipated later
movements such as Transcendentalism in the United States, notably represented by Ralph
Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. Additionally, Romanticism’s exploration of
mysticism influenced the rise of alternative spiritualities and the New Age movement in
the 20th century.

In literature and the arts, Romantic religious themes continue to resonate, inspiring
contemporary creators to explore faith, doubt, and transcendence in new forms. The era’s
complex negotiation between tradition and innovation remains a fertile ground for
scholarly inquiry, reflecting the enduring human quest for meaning beyond the material
world.

Religion in the Romantic era was not merely an aspect of historical curiosity but a

dynamic force that reshaped cultural consciousness, challenging established paradigms
and enriching the spiritual tapestry of modernity.

Religion In The Romantic Era

religion in the romantic era: Encyclopedia of the Romantic Era, 1760-1850 Christopher John
Murray, 2004 Review: Written to stress the crosscurrent of ideas, this cultural encyclopedia provides
clearly written and authoritative articles. Thoughts, themes, people, and nations that define the
Romantic Era, as well as some frequently overlooked topics, receive their first encyclopedic
treatments in 850 signed articles, with bibliographies and coverage of historical antecedents and
lingering influences of romanticism. Even casual browsers will discover much to enjoy here.--The
Top 20 Reference Titles of the Year, American Libraries, May 2004.

religion in the romantic era: Religion in the Age of Romanticism Bernard M. G. Reardon,
1985-09-12 The conflict between Romantic thought of the early 1800s in Europe and traditional
Christian beliefs resulted in liberalism competing against conservatism. This text attempts to show
how writers such as Schleiermacher, Hegel, Schelling and Auguste Compte did not reject religion,
despite the influence of the increasingly science oriented culture of their time.

religion in the romantic era: Religion in the Age of Romanticism Bernard M. G. Reardon,
1985-09-12 This book presents studies of early-nineteenth century religious thought in Germany,
France and Italy in so far as it reflected the influence of the Romantic movement. Romanticism may



https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-086/religion-in-the-romantic-era.pdf

be notoriously difficult to define, but the cast of mind usually associated with it - manifest in
philosophy, theology and social theory as well as in literature, music and the visual arts - is never
hard to detect, even though the forms of its expression may vary widely. The authors considered,
including Schleiermacher, Hegel, Schelling, Rosmini, Lamennais, Renan and Comte, all took religion
seriously as voicing a fundamental impulse of the human spirit, even if the doctrines and institutions
of Christianity had in their view to be either radically modified or else rejected outright. They were
not satisfied with what they were apt to regard as the 'soulless' rationalism of the preceding century,
as equally they feared the growing encroachment of natural science upon the freedom and indeed
the self-identity of the human consciousness. A middle way, they sensed, had to be found - one
grounded in man's moral and aeshetic experience - between the old orthodoxy and sterile unbelief.

religion in the romantic era: Romanticism and Religion from William Cowper to
Wallace Stevens Dr Gavin Hopps, Dr Jane Stabler, 2013-04-28 The relationship between literature
and religion is one of the most groundbreaking and challenging areas of Romantic studies. Covering
the entire field of Romanticism from its eighteenth-century origins in the writing of William Cowper
and its proleptic stirrings in Paradise Lost to late-twentieth-century manifestations in the work of
Wallace Stevens, the essays in this timely volume explore subjects such as Romantic attitudes
towards creativity and its relation to suffering and religious apprehension; the allure of the 'veiled'
and the figure of the monk in Gothic and Romantic writing; Miltonic light and inspiration in the work
of Blake, Wordsworth, Shelley, and Keats; the relationship between Southey's and Coleridge's
anti-Catholicism and definitions of religious faith in the Romantic period; the stammering of
Romantic attempts to figure the ineffable; the emergence of a feminised Christianity and a gendered
sublime; the development of Calvinism and its role in contemporary religious controversies. Its
primary focus is the canonical Romantic poets, with a particular emphasis on Byron, whose work is
most in need of critical re-evaluation given its engagement with the Christian and Islamic worlds and
its critique of totalising religious and secular readings. The collection is an original and
much-needed intervention in Romantic studies, bringing together the contextual awareness of recent
historicist scholarship with the newly awakened interest in matters of form and an appreciation of
the challenges of postmodern theory.

religion in the romantic era: A Handbook of Romanticism Studies Joel Faflak, Julia M. Wright,
2016-01-19 The Handbook to Romanticism Studies is an accessible and indispensible resource
providing students and scholars with a rich array of historical and up-to-date critical and theoretical
contexts for the study of Romanticism. Focuses on British Romanticism while also addressing
continental and transatlantic Romanticism and earlier periods Utilizes keywords such as
imagination, sublime, poetics, philosophy, race, historiography, and visual culture as points of access
to the study of Romanticism and the theoretical concerns and the culture of the period Explores
topics central to Romanticism studies and the critical trends of the last thirty years

religion in the romantic era: Early Romanticism and Religious Dissent Daniel E. White,
2007-01-25 Religious diversity and ferment characterize the period that gave rise to Romanticism in
England. It is generally known that many individuals who contributed to the new literatures of the
late eighteenth century came from Dissenting backgrounds, but we nonetheless often underestimate
the full significance of nonconformist beliefs and practices during this period. Daniel White provides
a clear and useful introduction to Dissenting communities, focusing on Anna Barbauld and her
familial network of heterodox 'liberal' Dissenters whose religious, literary, educational, political, and
economic activities shaped the public culture of early Romanticism in England. He goes on to
analyze the roles of nonconformity within the lives and writings of William Godwin, Mary
Wollstonecraft, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Robert Southey, offering a Dissenting genealogy of the
Romantic movement.

religion in the romantic era: The Cambridge Companion to British Romanticism and
Religion Jeffrey W. Barbeau, 2021-10-21 The first survey of the connections between literature,
religion, and intellectual life in the British Romantic period.

religion in the romantic era: Romanticism and Religion from William Cowper to



Wallace Stevens Gavin Hopps, 2016-04-08 The relationship between literature and religion is one
of the most groundbreaking and challenging areas of Romantic studies. Covering the entire field of
Romanticism from its eighteenth-century origins in the writing of William Cowper and its proleptic
stirrings in Paradise Lost to late-twentieth-century manifestations in the work of Wallace Stevens,
the essays in this timely volume explore subjects such as Romantic attitudes towards creativity and
its relation to suffering and religious apprehension; the allure of the 'veiled' and the figure of the
monk in Gothic and Romantic writing; Miltonic light and inspiration in the work of Blake,
Wordsworth, Shelley, and Keats; the relationship between Southey's and Coleridge's
anti-Catholicism and definitions of religious faith in the Romantic period; the stammering of
Romantic attempts to figure the ineffable; the emergence of a feminised Christianity and a gendered
sublime; the development of Calvinism and its role in contemporary religious controversies. Its
primary focus is the canonical Romantic poets, with a particular emphasis on Byron, whose work is
most in need of critical re-evaluation given its engagement with the Christian and Islamic worlds and
its critique of totalising religious and secular readings. The collection is an original and
much-needed intervention in Romantic studies, bringing together the contextual awareness of recent
historicist scholarship with the newly awakened interest in matters of form and an appreciation of
the challenges of postmodern theory.

religion in the romantic era: Women's Literary Networks and Romanticism Andrew O.
Winckles, Angela Rehbein, 2017 Andrew O. Winckles is Assistant Professor of CORE Curriculum
(Interdisciplinary Studies) at Adrian College. Angela Rehbein is Associate Professor of English at
West Liberty University.

religion in the romantic era: Romanticism and Transcendence ]. Robert Barth, 2003
Grounded in the thought of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Romanticism and Transcendence explores the
religious dimensions of imagination in the Romantic tradition, both theoretically and in the poetry of
Wordsworth and Coleridge. J. Robert Barth suggests that we may look to Coleridge for the
theoretical grounding of the view of religious imagination proposed in this book, but that it is in
Wordsworth above all that we see this imagination at work. Barth first argues that the Romantic
imagination--with its profound symbolic import--of its very nature has religious implications, and
notes parallels between Coleridge's view of the imagination and that of Ignatius Loyola in his
Spiritual Exercises. He then turns to the role of religious experience in Wordsworth, using The
Prelude as a privileged source. Next, after comparing the conception of humanity and God in
Wordsworth and Coleridge, Barth considers the role of religious experience and imagery in two of
Coleridge's central poetic texts, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner and Christabel. Finally, Barth
examines the continuing role of the Romantic idea of the religious imagination today, in literature
and all the arts, linking it with the thought of theologian Karl Rahner and literary critic George
Steiner. Romanticism and Transcendence brings together literary theory, poetry, and religious
experience, areas that are interrelated but are often not seen in relationship. By exploring levels of
Wordsworth's and Coleridge's poetry that are often ignored, Barth provides insight into how and
why the imagination was so important to their work. He also demonstrates how rich with religious
value and meaning poetry and the arts can be. The interdisciplinary nature of this important new
study will make it useful not only to Wordsworth and Coleridge scholars and other Romantic
specialists, but also to anyone concerned with the intellectual history of the nineteenth century and
to theologians in general.

religion in the romantic era: A Concise Companion to the Romantic Age Jon Klancher,
2009-04-06 A Concise Companion to the Romantic Age provides newperspectives on the
relationships between literature and culture inBritain from 1780 to 1830 Provides original essays
from a variety of multi-disciplinaryscholars on the Romantic era Includes fresh insights into such
topics as religiouscontroversy and politics, empire and nationalism, and therelationship of
Romanticism to modernist aesthetics Ranges across the Romantic era's literary, visual,
andnon-fictional genres

religion in the romantic era: Robert Pollok’s The Course of Time and Literary Theodicy



in the Romantic Age Deryl Davis, 2023-11-17 This book explores the contexts and reception
history of Robert Pollok’s religious epic The Course of Time (1827), one of the best- selling long
poems of the nineteenth century, which has been almost entirely forgotten today. Widely read in the
United States and across the British Empire, the poem’s combination of evangelical Calvinism, High
Romanticism, and native Scottishness proved irresistible to many readers. This monograph traces
the poem’s origins as a defense of Biblical authority, divine providence, and religious orthodoxy
(against figures like Byron and Joseph Priestley) and explores the reasons for The Course of Time's
enormous, decades- long popularity and later precipitous decline. A close reading of the poem and
an examination of its reception history offers readers important insights into the dynamic
relationship between religion and wider culture in the nineteenth century, the uses of literature as a
vehicle for theological argument and theodicy, and the important but often overlooked role that
religion played in literary— and, particularly, Scottish— Romanticism. This work will appeal to
scholars of religious history, literary history, Evangelicalism, Romanticism, Scottish literature, and
nineteenth- century culture.

religion in the romantic era: Unquiet Things Colin Jager, 2015 In Great Britain during the
Romantic period, governmental and social structures were becoming more secular as religion was
privatized and depoliticized. If the discretionary nature of religious practice permitted spiritual
freedom and social differentiation, however, secular arrangements produced new anxieties. Unquiet
Things investigates the social and political disorders that arise within modern secular cultures and
their expression in works by Jane Austen, Horace Walpole, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lord Byron,
and Percy Shelley among others. Emphasizing secularism rather than religion as its primary analytic
category, Unquiet Things demonstrates that literary writing possesses a distinctive ability to register
the discontent that characterizes the mood of secular modernity. Colin Jager places Romantic-era
writers within the context of a longer series of transformations begun in the Reformation, and
identifies three ways in which romanticism and secularism interact: the melancholic mood brought
on by movements of reform, the minoritizing capacity of literature to measure the disturbances
produced by new arrangements of state power, and a prospective romantic thinking Jager calls after
the secular. The poems, novels, and letters of the romantic period reveal uneasy traces of the
spiritual past, haunted by elements that trouble secular politics; at the same time, they imagine new
and more equitable possibilities for the future. In the twenty-first century, Jager contends, we are
still living within the terms of the romantic response to secularism, when literature and philosophy
first took account of the consequences of modernity.

religion in the romantic era: Massachusetts Quilts Lynne Z. Bassett, 2009 The definitive
treasury of Massachusetts's historic quilts, and a tribute to the creative spirit of their makers

religion in the romantic era: Romantic Period Writings, 1798-1832 lan Haywood, 1998
Romantic Period Writings 1798-1832 provides a valuable insight into the condition of Britain in the
early part of the nineteenth century. It includes original documents from a range of disciplines and
discourses. Each section includes a scholarly introduction, select bibliography, and annotations.
Among the material assembled in the anthology are writings by previously neglected or
under-represented women, working-class men, black radicals, and conservative and evangelical
polemicists, as well as several unfamiliar texts by canonical writers. The writings are organised into
sections on: * Radical Journalism * Political Economy * Atheism * Nation and State * Race and
Empire * Gender * Literary Institutions.

religion in the romantic era: The Routledge Companion to Literature and Religion Mark
Knight, 2016-04-28 This unique and comprehensive volume looks at the study of literature and
religion from a contemporary critical perspective. Including discussion of global literature and world
religions, this Companion looks at: Key moments in the story of religion and literary studies from
Matthew Arnold through to the impact of 9/11 A variety of theoretical approaches to the study of
religion and literature Different ways that religion and literature are connected from overtly
religious writing, to subtle religious readings Analysis of key sacred texts and the way they have
been studied, re-written, and questioned by literature Political implications of work on religion and



literature Thoroughly introduced and contextualised, this volume is an engaging introduction to this
huge and complex field.

religion in the romantic era: Romantic Epics and the Mission of Empire Matthew
Leporati, 2023-11-16 The British Romantic period saw an unprecedented explosion in epic poems, an
understudied literary phenomenon that enabled writers to address unique historical tensions of the
era. Long associated with empire, epic revived at a time when Britain was expanding its imperial
reach, and when the concept of imperialism itself began to evolve into the notion of a benevolent
project of spreading British culture and religion across the globe. Matthew Leporati argues that the
epic revival not only reflects but also interrogates this evangelical turn. The first to examine the
impact of the missionary work on epic literature, this book offers sustained analysis of both
under-read and canonical works, bringing fresh historical and literary contexts to bear on our
understanding of this unique revival of epic poetry. This title is part of the Flip it Open Programme
and may also be available Open Access. Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

religion in the romantic era: The Romantic Period Robin Jarvis, 2015-12-22 The Romantic
Period was one of the most exciting periods in English literary history. This book provides a
comprehensive and up-to-date account of the intellectual and cultural background to Romantic
literature. It is accessibly written and avoids theoretical jargon, providing a solid foundation for
students to make their own sense of the poetry, fiction and other creative writing that emerged as
part of the Romantic literary tradition.

religion in the romantic era: The Medieval Revival and Its Influence on the Romantic
Movement R. R. Agrawal, 1990 -----------

religion in the romantic era: An Anthology of German Literature of the Romantic Era
and Age of Goethe Klaus-Peter Hinze, Leonard M. Trawick, 1993 A collection of new translations of
masterpieces of German literature and criticism written between 1775 and 1836, selected not only
for their literary merit but for their illumination of important literary and intellectual currents of the
time -- storm and stress, classicism, and various developments of romanticism. The volume, with its
extensive introduction and appendix surveying German philosophy of the period, provides the best
introduction available for English readers interested in this pivotal period. Concentrates on
less-readily available works, especially a substantial selection on lyric poems. The translations are all
new and accompanied by facing-page texts in the original German.
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