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Old Scofield Study Bible: A Timeless Resource for Bible Students

Old Scofield Study Bible editions have long held a special place in the
hearts of many Bible students, pastors, and scholars. Known for its
distinctive study notes and theological framework, the Scofield Study Bible
has influenced evangelical thought and biblical interpretation since its
first publication in the early 20th century. If you’ve ever wondered what
makes the old Scofield Study Bible so unique or why it remains a sought-after
edition, this article will walk you through its history, features, and
continuing relevance in modern biblical studies.

The Origins of the Old Scofield Study Bible

The story of the old Scofield Study Bible starts with Cyrus Ingerson
Scofield, an American theologian and minister who sought to provide a study
Bible filled with detailed annotations and cross-references. First published
in 1909 by the Oxford University Press, the Scofield Reference Bible quickly
gained popularity for its dispensationalist interpretation of Scripture. This
approach emphasizes the division of biblical history into distinct
dispensations or periods, each with a unique way God interacts with humanity.

Scofield’s notes were designed to help readers understand the Bible’s complex
prophecies, covenants, and theological themes. The old Scofield Study Bible
became a foundational tool especially for those interested in
premillennialism and a literal reading of biblical prophecy.

What Set the Scofield Study Bible Apart?

Unlike many Bibles of its time, the old Scofield Study Bible was more than
just a text; it was a comprehensive study system. Here are some features that
made it stand out:

Extensive Footnotes: Scofield’s commentary appeared as footnotes
directly beneath the Scripture passages, making it easy for readers to
engage with the text and theological insights simultaneously.

Cross-References: The Bible included an intricate web of cross-
references, linking related verses throughout both Old and New
Testaments to enhance understanding.

Dispensational Framework: Scofield introduced a structured theological
system dividing biblical history into dispensations like Innocence,
Conscience, Government, Promise, Law, Grace, and Kingdom.

Maps and Charts: Visual aids helped readers grasp geographical contexts
and prophetic timelines, which were critical to Scofield’s interpretive
approach.

These elements combined to make the old Scofield Study Bible not just a



reading Bible, but a study companion that encouraged deeper exploration of
Scripture.

The Impact of the Scofield Study Bible on
Evangelicalism

The old Scofield Study Bible played a crucial role in shaping evangelical
theology in the 20th century. Its dispensationalist views influenced many
Christian leaders and movements, particularly within fundamentalist and
conservative evangelical circles.

Dispensationalism and Its Legacy

Dispensationalism, as popularized by Scofield, proposed that God’s plan
unfolds through distinct eras, each with specific expectations for humanity
and promises made to Israel and the Church. This theological system has had
several key impacts:

Prophetic Interpretation: Scofield’s approach encouraged a literal
interpretation of biblical prophecy, affecting views on eschatology (end
times), including beliefs about the Rapture and Millennium.

Focus on Israel: The Bible’s emphasis on Israel’s role in God’s plan
influenced Christian Zionism and ongoing theological discussions about
the modern state of Israel.

Study Habits: Many readers were inspired to adopt a systematic and
analytical approach to Bible study, using the Scofield notes as a guide
to uncover deeper meanings.

Even decades after its initial release, the old Scofield Study Bible remains
a reference point for understanding the development of evangelical thought
and dispensational theology.

Collecting and Using the Old Scofield Study
Bible Today

For collectors, Bible enthusiasts, and students of theology, an old Scofield
Study Bible holds more than just historical interest—it is a tactile
connection to a pivotal moment in religious publishing.

Identifying Genuine Old Scofield Editions

Original editions of the Scofield Study Bible, especially those printed in
the early 1900s, are prized collectibles. When searching for an authentic old
Scofield Study Bible, consider these tips:



Publication Date and Publisher: Look for the 1909 or early 1917 editions
published by Oxford University Press or later editions by other
publishers.

Physical Characteristics: Early printings often feature a distinctive
red and black cover design, gilt edges, and a compact size typical of
early 20th-century Bibles.

Content and Notes: The hallmark is the presence of Scofield’s notes,
written in his unique style, focusing heavily on dispensationalist
themes.

How to Study with the Old Scofield Study Bible

Using this Bible effectively means engaging with Scofield’s notes alongside
the Scripture text. Here are some tips for getting the most out of your
study:

Read Scripture First: Always read the biblical text before diving into1.
the commentary to form your own understanding initially.

Compare Notes: Use the footnotes to clarify historical context,2.
theological concepts, and prophetic interpretations.

Cross-Reference: Follow Scofield’s cross-references to see how themes3.
develop across different books of the Bible.

Supplement with Modern Resources: Since theological perspectives evolve,4.
consider pairing the old Scofield Study Bible with contemporary
commentaries for a balanced view.

This approach encourages thoughtful study and helps avoid simply accepting
the notes at face value.

The Old Scofield Study Bible in Modern
Scholarship

While the Scofield Study Bible has been immensely popular, it has also faced
criticism and reassessment in modern biblical scholarship. Some theologians
argue that its dispensational framework can oversimplify complex biblical
narratives or impose a rigid interpretive structure.

However, many still appreciate the old Scofield Study Bible for its
historical significance and as a window into early 20th-century
evangelicalism. It also remains a useful tool for understanding how
dispensationalism shaped popular Christian thought and continues to influence
certain denominations and movements today.



Balancing Tradition and Contemporary Understanding

If you’re using the old Scofield Study Bible in your studies, it’s important
to recognize both its strengths and limitations. It offers valuable insights,
especially in prophecy and covenant theology, but it should be balanced with
other study Bibles and scholarly resources to ensure a well-rounded
understanding.

For those interested in the history of biblical interpretation, theological
development, or the roots of dispensationalism, the old Scofield Study Bible
is an indispensable reference.

---

Exploring the old Scofield Study Bible opens a fascinating window into a
formative period of Christian study and belief. Whether you’re a collector,
student, or simply curious, this historic Bible continues to inspire and
challenge readers more than a century after its first publication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Scofield Study Bible?

The Scofield Study Bible is a widely influential study Bible first published
in 1909, edited by Cyrus I. Scofield, known for its annotated notes that
promote dispensationalist theology.

Why is the Scofield Study Bible considered important
in Christian history?

It popularized dispensationalism in the early 20th century, shaping
evangelical Christian theology, especially regarding end-times prophecy and
biblical interpretation.

What editions are considered 'old' Scofield Study
Bibles?

Editions from the early 1909 printings through the mid-20th century,
particularly the original 1909 and the revised 1917 editions, are considered
'old'.

How does the old Scofield Study Bible differ from
modern study Bibles?

The old Scofield Bible emphasizes dispensationalist notes and
interpretations, often with a more literal and prophetic focus, whereas
modern study Bibles may incorporate broader theological perspectives and
updated scholarship.

Is the Scofield Study Bible still in print?

Yes, the Scofield Study Bible is still in print, with various updated



editions, but original old editions are now considered collectible.

What makes the old Scofield Study Bible collectible?

Its historical significance, original binding, Scofield's handwritten notes
(if any), and its influence on American evangelicalism make early editions
valuable to collectors.

Where can I find an old Scofield Study Bible?

Old Scofield Study Bibles can be found in rare book stores, online
marketplaces like eBay or AbeBooks, and sometimes in church libraries or
estate sales.

Are the notes in the old Scofield Study Bible
considered doctrinally biased?

Yes, the notes reflect dispensationalist theology, which some consider
doctrinally biased, so readers should be aware of this perspective when
studying.

How reliable are the biblical texts in the old
Scofield Study Bible?

The biblical text itself is based on the King James Version, which is
reliable as a translation, but the study notes reflect Scofield's theological
views and should be read with discernment.

Can I use the old Scofield Study Bible for academic
research?

Yes, it can be used as a historical resource to study early 20th-century
American evangelical thought, but for critical biblical scholarship, more
recent academic resources are recommended.

Additional Resources
Old Scofield Study Bible: A Comprehensive Review of Its Legacy and Influence

old scofield study bible holds a distinctive place in the history of biblical
scholarship and study Bibles. First published in the early 20th century, the
Scofield Reference Bible revolutionized how many readers engaged with
Scripture by introducing detailed study notes, cross-references, and a
dispensationalist theological framework. As the original edition ages and
collectors seek authentic copies, understanding the features, historical
context, and ongoing influence of the old Scofield Study Bible is essential
for scholars, theologians, and Bible enthusiasts alike.

The Origins and Historical Context of the Old



Scofield Study Bible

The old Scofield Study Bible was first published in 1909, edited by Cyrus
Ingerson Scofield, an American minister known for popularizing dispensational
premillennialism. Scofield's work came at a time when the demand for
accessible and explanatory editions of the Bible was growing among Protestant
communities in the United States and beyond. His annotated Bible included
detailed commentary alongside the biblical text, which was a relatively novel
approach at the time.

Scofield’s theological perspective emphasized distinct dispensations—periods
in biblical history during which God interacts with humanity in different
ways—and highlighted prophetic interpretations linked to the end times. This
approach made the Scofield Study Bible particularly influential among
evangelical and fundamentalist Christian groups throughout the 20th century.

Key Features of the Original Scofield Study Bible

The old Scofield Study Bible incorporated several distinctive features that
set it apart from other Bibles available at the time:

Extensive Marginal Notes: These provided explanations, theological
interpretations, and cross-references to other biblical passages.

Dispensational Framework: The notes reflected Scofield’s dispensational
premillennial theology, organizing biblical history into distinct eras.

Cross-References and Outlines: The Bible contained numerous cross-
references and chapter outlines to aid readers in understanding the flow
of Scripture.

Concordance and Maps: The inclusion of a concordance and maps enhanced
the study experience for readers seeking deeper engagement.

These attributes contributed to the Bible’s popularity, helping readers
contextualize Scripture within a specific theological worldview.

Analyzing the Impact and Influence of the Old
Scofield Study Bible

The old Scofield Study Bible's impact extends far beyond individual study. It
played a pivotal role in shaping modern evangelicalism and fundamentalist
thought in the United States. By providing a structured interpretive
framework, it influenced preaching, teaching, and even political attitudes
within certain Christian circles.

Theological Influence and Controversies



Scofield’s dispensationalism was not without controversy. Critics argue that
the theological lens promoted in the old Scofield Study Bible can lead to a
fragmented understanding of Scripture, overly focusing on prophecy and end-
times scenarios at the expense of broader biblical themes. Nonetheless, its
influence is undeniable, especially in shaping beliefs about Israel, the
Church, and eschatology.

Moreover, the Scofield Bible’s premillennial outlook has influenced numerous
pastors and theologians over the decades, reinforcing a particular
eschatological timeline that remains popular among many evangelical groups
today.

Comparison with Other Study Bibles

When compared to other study Bibles, such as the NIV Study Bible or the ESV
Study Bible, the old Scofield Study Bible stands out primarily due to its
theological bias and historical significance rather than its academic depth
by today’s standards.

Academic Rigor: Modern study Bibles often feature contributions from a
wide range of biblical scholars, offering more balanced and diverse
perspectives than the original Scofield notes.

Translation Differences: The old Scofield Study Bible was based on the
American Standard Version (ASV) of 1901, which differs linguistically
from contemporary translations used in newer study Bibles.

Scope of Commentary: While the Scofield Bible focuses heavily on
dispensational themes, newer study Bibles provide broader theological
discussion, archaeological insights, and cultural background.

For collectors and those interested in historical theology, the old Scofield
Study Bible remains a valuable artifact. For daily study, however, many
readers prefer more contemporary editions that reflect current scholarship.

Collecting and Using the Old Scofield Study
Bible Today

Because of its age and significance, the old Scofield Study Bible is now
often considered a collector’s item. Early editions, especially first
printings from 1909 and subsequent reprints up until the mid-20th century,
can be rare and valuable depending on condition.

What to Look for When Acquiring an Old Scofield Study
Bible

Collectors and enthusiasts looking to acquire an original Scofield Study
Bible should consider the following:



Edition and Printing Date: Earlier printings are generally more1.
valuable.

Physical Condition: Intact bindings, minimal page damage, and legible2.
text increase desirability.

Publisher Information: The original publisher was Oxford University3.
Press; later editions may have different imprints.

Annotations and Ownership Marks: Personal notes or signatures can add4.
historical interest but may affect value.

Using the Old Scofield Study Bible in Contemporary
Study

While many modern readers might find the theological perspective limiting,
the old Scofield Study Bible still offers a window into early 20th-century
evangelical thought. It can be useful for:

Understanding the historical development of dispensational theology.

Studying the evolution of Bible study tools and formats.

Comparing early 20th-century biblical scholarship with contemporary
approaches.

However, readers should approach its notes critically, especially when
interpreting prophecy and eschatology, and consider supplementing their study
with additional resources.

The Legacy of the Scofield Study Bible in
Modern Times

The enduring legacy of the old Scofield Study Bible is evident in its
continued use and the many updated editions that have followed. The Scofield
name remains synonymous with dispensational premillennialism, and many modern
study Bibles trace their lineage to the format and style pioneered by
Scofield.

Moreover, the Bible’s influence extends beyond religious study, affecting
popular culture, political thought, and the theological education of
countless pastors and laypeople. Its emphasis on prophecy and
dispensationalism helped shape 20th-century American evangelicalism and
continues to be a reference point in contemporary theological debates.

In recent years, digital versions and reprints have made the old Scofield
Study Bible more accessible, enabling new generations to explore its content
and historical significance. Whether approached as a theological artifact or
a study tool, the old Scofield Study Bible remains a noteworthy chapter in



the history of Christian literature.
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listed in OED's entry for the adjective old, two of which are labelled obsolete. See ‘Meaning & use’
for definitions, usage, and quotation evidence
OLD | meaning - Cambridge Learner's Dictionary OLD definition: 1. having lived or existed for a
long time: 2. having been used or owned for a long time: 3. used. Learn more
Milestones by 5 Years | Learn the Signs. Act Early. | CDC   Learn about the developmental
milestones that most babies do by 5 years of age. See important information to share with your
doctor. Find tips and activities you can do for
Jeanne Calment - Wikipedia Jeanne Louise Calment (French: [ʒan lwiz kalmɑ̃] ⓘ; 21 February
1875 – 4 August 1997) was a French supercentenarian. With a documented lifespan of 122 years and
164 days, she is the
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