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**Let Freedom Ring: A United States History Through Reconstruction**

let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction is more than just a phrase; it
captures the essence of a transformative era in American history. The Reconstruction period,
spanning from 1865 to 1877, was a time of immense social, political, and economic change as the
United States grappled with the aftermath of the Civil War. This era sought to redefine freedom,
citizenship, and equality, especially for formerly enslaved African Americans. Understanding this
chapter is crucial to appreciating the enduring struggle for civil rights and the complex legacy that
shaped modern America.

The Dawn of Reconstruction: Rebuilding a Nation

After four years of brutal civil war, the United States faced the daunting task of healing a fractured
nation. Reconstruction was not just about rebuilding the South’s devastated infrastructure but also
about reintegrating the Confederate states into the Union and redefining what freedom meant for
millions of newly emancipated African Americans.

The Emancipation and Its Immediate Impact

The Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 and the eventual Union victory in 1865 marked the legal
end of slavery. However, freedom was an elusive concept for many. Newly freed African Americans
encountered a landscape fraught with uncertainty. Their transition from enslaved laborers to free
citizens presented enormous challenges, including securing land, employment, education, and
political rights.

Presidential vs. Congressional Reconstruction

The struggle over how to implement Reconstruction policies revealed deep divides within the
government. President Abraham Lincoln’s vision, continued briefly by Andrew Johnson, favored a
lenient approach that quickly restored Southern states with minimal changes to their pre-war social
order. Conversely, Radical Republicans in Congress pushed for more drastic reforms, including the
protection of African Americans' civil rights and restructuring Southern society.

This tension led to the passage of landmark legislation such as the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the
Reconstruction Acts of 1867, which laid the groundwork for significant political and social changes.



Let Freedom Ring: The Struggle for Civil Rights During
Reconstruction

The phrase “let freedom ring” embodies the aspirations of millions during the Reconstruction era
who sought genuine liberty and equality. Despite the abolition of slavery, the fight for civil rights
was just beginning.

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments

One of the most profound legacies of Reconstruction lies in the three constitutional amendments
passed during this period:

- **The 13th Amendment (1865):** Officially abolished slavery throughout the United States.
- **The 14th Amendment (1868):** Granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the
United States, including former slaves, and guaranteed equal protection under the law.
- **The 15th Amendment (1870):** Prohibited the denial of voting rights based on race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.

These amendments laid the legal foundation for civil rights, although their enforcement would be
contested for decades to come.

African American Political Participation

For the first time in American history, African Americans began to participate actively in the political
process. Freedmen were elected to local, state, and even federal offices, including the U.S.
Congress. This unprecedented involvement sparked hope and demonstrated the potential for a more
inclusive democracy.

Notable figures such as Hiram Revels and Blanche K. Bruce, both African American senators from
Mississippi, symbolized this progress. However, their success was met with fierce resistance from
white supremacist groups and many Southern politicians.

The Challenges and Backlash: The Limits of
Reconstruction

Despite the optimistic beginnings, Reconstruction was fraught with obstacles that ultimately limited
its achievements. The phrase “let freedom ring” remained a call to action rather than a fulfilled
promise for many.



Rise of the Ku Klux Klan and White Supremacy

The backlash against Reconstruction’s reforms was violent and widespread. White supremacist
organizations like the Ku Klux Klan used intimidation, terror, and murder to suppress African
American political participation and restore white dominance in the South. These groups targeted
freedmen, Republican leaders, and their allies, undermining the fragile gains made during
Reconstruction.

Economic Hardships and Sharecropping

Economically, many freed African Americans found themselves trapped in systems that perpetuated
poverty and dependence. Sharecropping emerged as a dominant agricultural practice, where
freedmen rented land from white landowners and paid a share of their crops as rent. This often
resulted in cycles of debt and economic exploitation, limiting true economic freedom.

The Compromise of 1877 and the End of Reconstruction

Reconstruction officially ended with the Compromise of 1877, which resolved the disputed 1876
presidential election. In exchange for Republican Rutherford B. Hayes becoming president, federal
troops were withdrawn from the South, effectively ending federal enforcement of Reconstruction
policies.

This withdrawal marked the beginning of the “Jim Crow” era, which institutionalized racial
segregation and disenfranchisement for nearly a century.

Legacy of Reconstruction in United States History

While Reconstruction failed to fully realize its goals, it remains a pivotal moment in United States
history. The period’s legal and political innovations laid the groundwork for future civil rights
movements and continue to shape debates about equality and justice.

The Continuing Fight for Freedom and Equality

The ideal of “let freedom ring” extends beyond Reconstruction, echoing through the civil rights
struggles of the 20th century and into today’s ongoing efforts for racial justice. Understanding
Reconstruction helps contextualize these movements, revealing both the possibilities and challenges
of achieving true freedom in America.

Reconstruction’s Influence on Modern Democracy



Reconstruction expanded the definition of American citizenship and democracy in ways that
resonate today. The amendments passed during this era serve as the constitutional backbone for
fighting discrimination and protecting voting rights.

At the same time, the period highlights the fragility of progress and the importance of vigilance in
preserving democratic gains.

Reflecting on Reconstruction: Lessons for Today

Studying “let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction” offers valuable lessons on
resilience, justice, and the complexities of societal change. It reminds us that freedom is not merely
a legal status but a continuous effort to achieve equality and dignity for all.

Why Reconstruction Still Matters

- It reveals how legal reforms alone are insufficient without social and cultural change.
- It underscores the dangers of political compromise at the expense of marginalized communities.
- It demonstrates the power of grassroots activism and political participation in shaping history.

By revisiting this era with fresh eyes, we can better appreciate the ongoing journey toward a more
inclusive and equitable America.

---

The story of Reconstruction is a rich tapestry woven with hope, struggle, setbacks, and courage.
Letting freedom ring is not just a historical slogan but a living call to action—one that continues to
inspire and challenge each generation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Let Freedom Ring: A United States
History Through Reconstruction'?
'Let Freedom Ring: A United States History Through Reconstruction' focuses on the history of the
United States from its founding through the Reconstruction era, emphasizing themes of freedom,
civil rights, and the struggles to form a unified nation after the Civil War.

Who is the author of 'Let Freedom Ring: A United States
History Through Reconstruction'?
The textbook 'Let Freedom Ring: A United States History Through Reconstruction' is authored by
Spencer O. Platt, who provides a detailed narrative of American history through the Reconstruction
period.



How does 'Let Freedom Ring' address the Reconstruction era
in U.S. history?
'Let Freedom Ring' thoroughly examines the Reconstruction era by discussing the political, social,
and economic challenges faced by the United States as it sought to rebuild and integrate formerly
enslaved people into society.

What role does freedom play in the narrative of 'Let Freedom
Ring'?
Freedom is a central theme in the book, highlighting the evolving definition of liberty and rights as
the nation moves from slavery to emancipation and seeks to establish equality during
Reconstruction.

Does 'Let Freedom Ring' include perspectives of formerly
enslaved people during Reconstruction?
Yes, the book includes multiple perspectives, including those of formerly enslaved individuals, to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the social and political dynamics during Reconstruction.

How does 'Let Freedom Ring' portray the challenges of
reunifying the United States after the Civil War?
'Let Freedom Ring' portrays the reunification as a complex and contentious process involving
political compromise, social upheaval, and debates over civil rights and federal versus state power.

Is 'Let Freedom Ring' suitable for high school or college-level
history courses?
'Let Freedom Ring' is designed for both high school and introductory college courses in United
States history, providing accessible yet detailed content on early American history through
Reconstruction.

How does 'Let Freedom Ring' address the impact of
Reconstruction amendments on American society?
The book details the significance of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, explaining how they
legally abolished slavery, granted citizenship, and extended voting rights, shaping the foundation for
civil rights in America.

Additional Resources
**Let Freedom Ring: A United States History Through Reconstruction**

let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction encapsulates a pivotal era in



American history, marked by profound transformation and enduring challenges. The phrase “let
freedom ring,” immortalized by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the civil rights movement, echoes
the aspirations of a nation striving to redefine liberty and justice after the Civil War. The
Reconstruction era, spanning roughly from 1865 to 1877, was a complex period when the United
States grappled with reunifying the fractured nation, integrating formerly enslaved African
Americans into society, and reconstructing the Southern states’ political and social frameworks.
Understanding this transformative chapter requires an analytical exploration of its policies, societal
impacts, and lasting legacies.

The Reconstruction Era: Foundations and Context

The Reconstruction period followed the devastating American Civil War, a conflict that ultimately
abolished slavery but left deep scars in the national fabric. The federal government faced the
enormous task of rebuilding the South’s economy, infrastructure, and governance while also
addressing the civil rights of millions of newly freed African Americans. Central to this era were
legislative efforts such as the Reconstruction Amendments—the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments—which respectively abolished slavery, granted citizenship, and protected voting rights
regardless of race.

However, “let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction” is not merely about
constitutional amendments; it embodies the struggle to enforce these new rights amid fierce
opposition. Southern states enacted Black Codes to limit African Americans’ freedoms, while white
supremacist groups like the Ku Klux Klan emerged to intimidate and suppress black political
participation. This tumultuous environment highlights the era’s duality: legal progress juxtaposed
with violent backlash.

Political Reconstruction and Federal Oversight

Political Reconstruction unfolded in phases, initially dominated by President Andrew Johnson’s
lenient approach toward the South, which allowed many pre-war elites to regain power. This
leniency fueled resistance against African American enfranchisement and civil rights protections. In
response, Radical Republicans in Congress pushed for more stringent measures, leading to the
passage of the Reconstruction Acts of 1867. These laws divided the South into military districts,
requiring states to ratify the 14th Amendment and guarantee black men the right to vote before
rejoining the Union.

This period of federal oversight was groundbreaking, as it temporarily empowered African
Americans politically. During Reconstruction, thousands of black men held public office at local,
state, and federal levels—an unprecedented development in American history. The election of Hiram
Revels and Blanche K. Bruce to the U.S. Senate exemplified this political breakthrough. Yet, the
fragility of these advancements became evident as federal troops withdrew in 1877, leading to the
rapid erosion of black political power under the Jim Crow system.



Social and Economic Reconstruction Challenges

While political rights were being debated and legislated, the quest for economic freedom and social
equality proved even more complex. The Southern economy, devastated by war and the abolition of
slavery, struggled to transition from a plantation-based system to a free labor market.
Sharecropping and tenant farming emerged as dominant agricultural practices, often trapping
African American families in cycles of debt and poverty.

Education became a critical battleground in Reconstruction’s social sphere. Freedmen’s Bureau
initiatives and northern missionary societies established schools for African Americans, laying the
groundwork for black literacy and empowerment. Yet, these efforts faced underfunding and hostility
from many Southern whites, who resisted integration and equal opportunity.

Let Freedom Ring: Symbolism and Legacy in United
States History

The phrase “let freedom ring” symbolizes the ongoing quest for equality and justice that began
during Reconstruction and reverberates throughout American history. While Reconstruction failed to
secure lasting protections for African Americans in the immediate aftermath, it set essential legal
and moral precedents for future civil rights movements.

Reconstruction’s Constitutional Milestones

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments constitute Reconstruction’s most enduring legacy. These
amendments fundamentally redefined citizenship, equal protection under the law, and voting rights.
Though their enforcement was inconsistent for decades, they provided the constitutional framework
that would be invoked during the civil rights era of the 20th century. The 14th Amendment, in
particular, became a cornerstone for landmark Supreme Court decisions combating segregation and
discrimination.

The Rise and Fall of Reconstruction Governments

Reconstruction governments in the South represented a dramatic but short-lived experiment in
interracial democracy. Despite their progressive platforms, these governments faced immense
opposition from white supremacists, economic elites, and Democratic Party forces aiming to restore
antebellum racial hierarchies. The Compromise of 1877, which resolved the disputed 1876
presidential election, effectively ended Reconstruction by withdrawing federal troops from the
South. This political bargain allowed Southern states to implement Jim Crow laws, disenfranchising
African Americans for nearly a century.



Continuities and Contradictions in Freedom’s Ring

The Reconstruction era exposes contradictions at the heart of American democracy. While it
proclaimed universal freedom, the reality for many African Americans was one of restricted rights
and systemic violence. The phrase “let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction”
reminds us that freedom is not a static achievement but a continuous process requiring vigilance
and struggle.

Analyzing Reconstruction Through Contemporary
Perspectives

Modern historians and scholars have revisited Reconstruction with nuanced interpretations,
challenging earlier portrayals that dismissed it as a failed or corrupt period. Today, Reconstruction
is recognized as a critical moment of potential and possibility, where African Americans actively
shaped politics and society despite immense obstacles. This reconsideration also highlights how the
era’s failures were rooted in entrenched racism and political compromise rather than the
shortcomings of Reconstruction policies themselves.

Comparative Insights: Reconstruction and Civil Rights
Movements

Comparing Reconstruction with the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s reveals patterns in
the struggle for racial equality. Both periods involved significant federal intervention, grassroots
activism, and violent backlash. The successes of the mid-20th century civil rights movement
depended heavily on the legal foundations laid during Reconstruction, illustrating the
interconnectedness of these historical moments.

Pros and Cons of Reconstruction Policies

Pros: Established constitutional rights for African Americans; temporarily increased black
political participation; began public education initiatives; expanded federal power to enforce
civil rights.

Cons: Inadequate enforcement led to resurgence of white supremacist violence; economic
reforms insufficient to break poverty cycles; eventual withdrawal of federal troops allowed
Southern states to undermine gains.

These mixed outcomes underscore the complexities inherent in reconstructing a divided nation and
highlight why the phrase “let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction” remains
deeply resonant.



Reconstruction’s Enduring Influence on American
Identity

The Reconstruction era’s unfinished business continues to influence American political discourse,
racial dynamics, and legal debates. Its legacy serves as a reminder that the ideals of freedom and
equality require persistent effort and commitment from each generation. The story of Reconstruction
is not just a historical episode but a foundational chapter in understanding the ongoing quest for
civil rights and social justice in the United States.

In reflecting on “let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction,” one confronts both
the promise and peril of American democracy. The era’s achievements and setbacks alike contribute
to a richer, more honest narrative about the nation’s evolving definition of freedom. As
contemporary society grapples with issues of racial equity and inclusion, the lessons of
Reconstruction remain vital in shaping a more just future.

Let Freedom Ring A United States History Through
Reconstruction

  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Let Freedom Ring!
United States. Office of Education, 1938
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Handbook of
Complementary Methods in Education Research Judith L. Green, Judith L Green, Gregory Camilli,
Patricia B. Elmore, Patricia B Elmore, 2012-01-04 Published for the American Educational Research
Association by Routledge. The Handbook of Complementary Methods in Education Research is a
successor volume to AERA's earlier and highly acclaimed editions of Complementary Methods for
Research in Education. More than any book to date (including its predecessors), this new volume
brings together the wide range of research methods used to study education and makes the logic of
inquiry for each method clear and accessible. Each method is described in detail, including its
history, its research design, the questions that it addresses, ways of using the method, and ways of
analyzing and reporting outcomes. Key features of this indispensable book include the following:
Foundations Section-Part I is unique among research books. Its three chapters examine common
philosophical, epistemological, and ethical issues facing researchers from all traditions, and frames
ways of understanding the similarities and differences among traditions. Together they provide a
tripartite lens through which to view and compare all research methods. Comprehensive
Coverage-Part II (the heart of the book) presents 35 chapters on research design and analysis. Each
chapter includes a brief historical overview of the research tradition, examines the questions that it
addresses, and presents an example of how the approach can be used. Programs of Research-Part III
examines how research programs connected to eight specific lines of inquiry have evolved over time.
These chapters examine phenomena such as classroom interaction; language research; issues of
race, culture, and difference; policy analysis; program evaluation; student learning; and teacher
education. Complementary Methods-As the title suggests, a central mission of this book is to explore
the compatibility of different research methods. Which methods can be productively brought
together and for what purposes? How and on what scale can they be made compatible and what
phenomena are they best suited to explore? Flexibility-The chapters in Parts II and III are largely
independent. Therefore, selected portions of the book can be used in courses devoted to specific
research methods and perspectives or to particular areas of education. Likewise, established
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researchers interested in acquiring new techniques or greater expertise in a given methodology will
find this an indispensable reference volume. This handbook is appropriate for any of the following
audiences: faculty teaching and graduate students studying education research, education
researchers and other scholars seeking an accessible overview of state-of-the-art knowledge about
specific methods, policy analysts and other professionals needing to better understand research
methods, and academic and research libraries serving these audiences.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Document-based
Assessment Activities for U.S. History Classes Kenneth Hilton, 1999 Covers significant eras in
U.S. history. Encourages students to analyze evidence, documents, and other data to make informed
decisions. Includes guidelines for students, answer prompts, and a scoring rubric. Develops essential
writing skills.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Let Freedom Ring! Alice
Barrows, Ambrose Caliver, Maris Marion Proffitt, United States. Office of Education, 1937
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: History of Multicultural
Education Volume 2 Carl A. Grant, Thandeka K. Chapman, 2012-12-06 This benchmark 6-volume set
documents, analyzes, and critiques a comprehensive body of research on the history of multicultural
education in the U.S. The volumes reflect the tenets of multicultural education, its history, its
present, and individuals whose work has contributed significantly to equity and social justice for all
citizens. By collecting and providing a framework for key publications spanning the last 30-40 years,
this set provides a means of understanding and visualizing the development, implementation, and
interpretation of multicultural education in American society. The volumes do not promote any one
scholar’s or group’s vision of multicultural education, but include conflicting ideals that inform
multiple interpretations. Each volume contains archival documents organized around a specific
theme: Conceptual Frameworks and Curricular Content; Foundations and Stratifications; Instruction
and Assessment; Policy and Governance; Students and Student Achievement; Teachers and Teacher
Education. The historical time line within each volume illustrates the progression of research and
theory on its theme and encourages readers to reflect on the changes in language and thinking
concerning educational scholarship in that area.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: The Bicentennial of the
United States of America American Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 1977
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Let Freedom Ring
Richard Carl Brown, Wilhelmena S. Robinson, John T. Cunningham, 1977 Traces the history of the
United States from the early Indian settlements to the present day.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Let Freedom Ring Matt
Meyer, 2008-09-01 Let Freedom Ring presents a two-decade sweep of essays, analyses, histories,
interviews, resolutions, People’s Tribunal verdicts, and poems by and about the scores of U.S.
political prisoners and the campaigns to safeguard their rights and secure their freedom. In addition
to an extensive section on the campaign to free death-row journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal, represented
here are the radical movements that have most challenged the U.S. empire from within: Black
Panthers and other Black liberation fighters, Puerto Rican independentistas, Indigenous sovereignty
activists, white anti-imperialists, environmental and animal rights militants, Arab and Muslim
activists, Iraq war resisters, and others. Contributors in and out of prison detail the repressive
methods—from long-term isolation to sensory deprivation to politically inspired parole denial—used
to attack these freedom fighters, some still caged after 30+ years. This invaluable resource guide
offers inspiring stories of the creative, and sometimes winning, strategies to bring them home.
Contributors include: Mumia Abu-Jamal, Dan Berger, Dhoruba Bin-Wahad, Bob Lederer, Terry
Bisson, Laura Whitehorn, Safiya Bukhari, The San Francisco 8, Angela Davis, Bo Brown, Bill Dunne,
Jalil Muntaqim, Susie Day, Luis Nieves Falcón, Ninotchka Rosca, Meg Starr, Assata Shakur, Jill
Soffiyah Elijah, Jan Susler, Chrystos, Jose Lopez, Leonard Peltier, Marilyn Buck, Oscar López Rivera,
Sundiata Acoli, Ramona Africa, Linda Thurston, Desmond Tutu, Mairead Corrigan Maguire and
many more.



  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: The Chronological
History of the Roanoke Missionary Baptist Association and Its Founders from 1866-1966
DR. LINWOOD MORINGS BOONE, 2012-03-06 The author has wonderfully traced the orgins of the
Roanoke Missionary Baptist Associations and its Founders from 1866 to 1966. He has included brief
but substative narratives of the lives of the Founding Fathers namely: L. W. Boone, Z. H. Berry, H.
H. Hays, C. E.Hodges, C. E. Johnson, William Reid, Emanuel Reynolds and others. Sufficient
attention has been given to the activities of the Women Missionary and Education Union. Pictures
and narratives of 10 of its previous presidents has been enshirned in the chapter entitled, Woman,
What of our Past. Historical sketches and pictures of selected churches within the Roanoke
Missionary Baptist Association displays the far reaching effects of the Founding Fathers. The
concluding chapter details the founding of the West Raonoke Missionary Baptist Association from
the Roanoke Missionary Baptist Association. Dr. Boone has taken the Bataan from others who knew
that this important historical contribution needed to be gathered, appreciated, shared and
celebrated for a job well done. Unfortunately, no one was able to consistently pursue this great
endeavor before Dr. Boones extensive and exhaustive work represented here. Massive in its scope
the volume guides the reader in a comprehensive and challenging look at the origin and the
significance of the Roanoke Missionary Baptist Association and the importance of the Founding
Fathers and the work with the North Carolina and Virginia abolitionist. The lives of the Founding
Fathers and the lives of the first three generations of pastors and officials are succinctly presented
as they lifted up the esssential meaning of liberation for the pastor and the local congregations in
northeastern North Carolina. The History of the Roanoke Missionary Baptist Association from
1866-1966 provides critical resources for the study of the formation of this grand institution. Dr.
Boone has put in place a solid foundation that can be built upon as new information becomes
available. He is married to the former Amanda Battle of Richmond, VA. They reside in Hampton
Roads, Virginia.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Reconstruction Judith
Peacock, 2002-06 A history of Reconstruction in the South from the end of the Civil War until 1877.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Within Our Gates Alan
Gevinson, 1997 [These volumes] are endlessly absorbing as an excursion into cultural history and
national memory.--Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: AFI Catalog of Motion
Pictures Produced in the United States American Film Institute, 1971
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: America's Past and
Promise , 1998-01-15
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: A Short History of the
American People ...: 1866-1947 Oliver Perry Chitwood, Frank Lawrence Owsley, Herman
Clarence Nixon, 1945
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: The Political History of
the United States of America, During the Great Rebellion Edward McPherson, 1882
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: International Politics and
Civil Rights Policies in the United States, 1941-1960 Azza Salama Layton, 2000-02-28 Despite the
impressive volume of literature on the civil rights movement and U.S. race policies, the connection
between American foreign policy in the World War II and the postwar years and America's race
policy remains largely unexplored. Focusing on this gap , Professor Layton's book shows that the
revolutionary changes in world politics during the wake of WWII created new opportunities and
pressure points for reforming U.S. race policies.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: The Battle of
Gettysburg Gina DeAngelis, 2002-06 Presents Explains the events leading up to the Battle of Bull
Run, the beginning of the Civil War, and the Battle of Gettsyburg, which became the turning point
that brough about the end of the war.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Colorblind Injustice J.



Morgan Kousser, 2000-11-09 Challenging recent trends both in historical scholarship and in
Supreme Court decisions on civil rights, J. Morgan Kousser criticizes the Court's postmodern equal
protection and demonstrates that legislative and judicial history still matter for public policy.
Offering an original interpretation of the failure of the First Reconstruction (after the Civil War) by
comparing it with the relative success of the Second (after World War II), Kousser argues that
institutions and institutional rules--not customs, ideas, attitudes, culture, or individual
behavior--have been the primary forces shaping American race relations throughout the country's
history. Using detailed case studies of redistricting decisions and the tailoring of electoral laws from
Los Angeles to the Deep South, he documents how such rules were designed to discriminate against
African Americans and Latinos. Kousser contends that far from being colorblind, Shaw v. Reno
(1993) and subsequent racial gerrymandering decisions of the Supreme Court are intensely
color-conscious. Far from being conservative, he argues, the five majority justices and their
academic supporters are unreconstructed radicals who twist history and ignore current realities. A
more balanced view of that history, he insists, dictates a reversal of Shaw and a return to the
promise of both Reconstructions.
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: American Book
Publishing Record , 2003
  let freedom ring a united states history through reconstruction: Universal Suffrage
Benjamin Gratz Brown, 1865
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