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god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion may
sound paradoxical at first glance, but it invites a profound exploration into
how theologians have understood the nature of God’s emotions throughout
history. This intriguing tension between divine impassibility — the idea that
God does not suffer or change through emotions — and divine passion — the
notion that God is deeply moved and engaged emotionally — opens up a rich
conversation about the character of God and how humans relate to the divine
emotionally. Let’s delve into this fascinating theological landscape and
unpack what it means to affirm both God’s impassibility and God’s impassioned
nature.

The Classical Understanding of Divine
Impassibility

The doctrine of divine impassibility has its roots in ancient and medieval
theology, particularly in the works of Augustine, Aquinas, and the Greek
Fathers. At its core, impassibility means that God is not subject to
emotional changes or suffering in the way humans are. This does not imply
that God is cold or indifferent; rather, it reflects the belief that God’s
nature is immutable — unchanging and perfect — and therefore cannot be
affected by external forces.

Why is God considered impassible?

God’s impassibility is closely tied to classical attributes such as
omnipotence, omniscience, and immutability. If God were subject to changing
emotions or suffering, it would suggest a lack of control or perfection. For
example:

- **Immutability**: God does not change; emotions, by definition, involve
change and fluctuation.
- **Sovereignty**: God rules over creation and is not controlled by it, so
God cannot be passively affected by external events.
- **Perfection**: Emotional suffering or being overwhelmed would imply a
deficiency or vulnerability.

In this framework, divine emotions are understood differently from human
emotions. God’s love, wrath, or joy are not reactive or capricious feelings
but rather expressions of God’s eternal will and character.



Rethinking Divine Emotion: God as Impassioned

While divine impassibility emphasizes God’s transcendence and immutability,
many theologians argue that God is also deeply impassioned — that God
genuinely experiences emotions, albeit in a way that transcends human
limitations. This perspective challenges the older view by highlighting
biblical narratives where God expresses grief, anger, compassion, and joy.

Scriptural evidence for divine emotion

Throughout Scripture, God is depicted as emotionally engaged with creation:

- In Genesis, God grieves over human wickedness (Genesis 6:6).
- In the Psalms, God delights in righteousness and justice (Psalm 33:5).
- The prophets often portray God’s wrath as a passionate response to
injustice.
- The New Testament reveals God’s love profoundly in the sending of Jesus,
demonstrating emotional involvement.

These vivid portrayals suggest that God is not a distant, unaffected deity
but one who relates emotionally to the world.

How can God be both impassible and impassioned?

This question has sparked much theological reflection. One helpful approach
is to distinguish between **passibility** (being passively affected by
external forces) and **emotional responsiveness** (actively engaging with
creation in love and care). God’s impassibility means God is not passively
changed or overwhelmed by emotions, but God’s impassioned nature means God
actively expresses genuine emotions consistent with divine perfection.

Think of it this way: human emotions are often reactive and tied to our
imperfect nature, but God’s emotions are perfect, deliberate, and unchanging
in essence. God’s love does not waver or diminish; God’s anger is righteous
and just; God’s joy is complete.

Implications for Theology and Spirituality

Understanding God as both impassible and impassioned enriches our theology
and spiritual life in several ways.



Relating to a God who feels

If God is impassioned, believers can find comfort in knowing that God
genuinely empathizes with human joys and sufferings. God’s emotional
involvement means that divine love is not abstract; it is relational and
personal. This encourages a deeper trust and intimacy in prayer and worship.

Maintaining God’s transcendence

At the same time, affirming God’s impassibility preserves the transcendence
and sovereignty of God. God is not subject to the chaos and unpredictability
of the world but remains the unchanging rock in whom we find stability. This
balance helps prevent projecting human emotional weaknesses onto God.

Ethical and pastoral considerations

Recognizing divine emotion has practical consequences for how believers live
and minister to others. If God is passionately committed to justice, mercy,
and compassion, followers are called to embody these values passionately as
well. Pastors and spiritual directors can also encourage believers to express
their emotions honestly before God, knowing that God welcomes such openness.

Modern Theological Perspectives on Divine
Emotion

In contemporary theology, the conversation around divine emotion continues to
evolve, engaging with philosophical insights, biblical scholarship, and
interfaith dialogue.

Process Theology and Open Theism

Some modern movements like Process Theology and Open Theism emphasize God’s
relational nature and responsiveness to creation. They argue that God’s
emotions are dynamic and involve genuine give-and-take in relation to human
actions. This view challenges classical impassibility but seeks to maintain
God’s ultimate goodness and sovereignty.

Reformed and Classical Views Revisited

Many theologians within the Reformed tradition reaffirm divine impassibility



but reinterpret biblical language about God’s emotions as anthropomorphic —
that is, human ways of describing God’s eternal, unchanging will. Others
propose that God’s emotions are real but not subject to the kind of change
humans experience.

Philosophical nuances

Philosophers of religion contribute by clarifying what it means to have
emotions in a divine context. They explore distinctions such as:

- **Cognitive vs. affective emotions**: God’s emotions may be more cognitive
(knowing and willing) than affective (feeling in a human sense).
- **Eternality and temporality**: God’s emotions may be eternal and outside
of time, differing fundamentally from temporal human feelings.

Bridging the Gap: Toward a Balanced Theology of
Divine Emotion

To truly grasp that god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of
divine emotion, it’s helpful to hold both realities in tension rather than
choosing one over the other. This balanced approach invites believers to
appreciate God’s infinite perfection and unchanging nature alongside God’s
loving, passionate engagement with creation.

Tips for exploring divine emotion in personal faith

- **Read Scripture attentively**, noting where God’s emotions are depicted
and reflecting on their meaning.
- **Pray honestly**, bringing your emotions before God and trusting in divine
empathy.
- **Engage with theological writings** to deepen your understanding of how
tradition wrestles with these concepts.
- **Discuss with faith communities** to hear diverse perspectives and enrich
your spiritual journey.

Why this matters today

In a world often marked by emotional turmoil and suffering, the idea of a God
who is both impassible and impassioned offers hope and stability. It
reassures us that God is not indifferent or detached but is an eternal,
loving presence who understands our deepest joys and pains without being
overwhelmed by them. This theological insight nurtures a vibrant, relational



faith that can sustain believers through all of life’s emotional landscapes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean that God is impassible in
classical theology?
In classical theology, God's impassibility means that God does not experience
emotional changes or sufferings as humans do. God is understood to be
unchanging, perfect, and not subject to passions or external influences that
could alter His divine nature.

How can God be both impassible and impassioned
according to a theology of divine emotion?
A theology of divine emotion reconciles God's impassibility with being
impassioned by suggesting that God's emotions are not like human emotions
that imply change or weakness. Instead, God's emotions are perfect,
consistent, and eternal expressions of His nature, allowing God to genuinely
relate to creation without compromising divine immutability.

Why is the concept of divine impassibility important
for understanding God's nature?
Divine impassibility safeguards the idea that God is immutable, omnipotent,
and perfect. It ensures that God is not vulnerable to suffering or changing
circumstances, which would imply imperfection. This concept helps maintain
God's transcendence and reliability as an unchanging foundation for faith.

What challenges arise when discussing divine
emotions in light of God's impassibility?
The main challenge is reconciling biblical depictions of God expressing
emotions (like love, anger, or grief) with the philosophical claim that God
does not undergo emotional changes. The tension lies in understanding how God
can genuinely experience emotions without being subject to passion in the
human sense.

How do contemporary theologians approach the idea of
God being impassible and yet emotionally engaged
with creation?
Contemporary theologians often propose that God's emotions are not reactive
or changeable but are instead eternally consistent aspects of God's loving
character. They argue that God’s impassibility does not mean emotional



detachment but rather a perfect, self-controlled, and faithful engagement
with creation that transcends human emotional limitations.

Additional Resources
**God is Impassible and Impassioned: Toward a Theology of Divine Emotion**

god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion—this
paradoxical phrase encapsulates a longstanding and nuanced debate within
Christian theology. The tension between God's impassibility—His incapacity to
suffer or be affected by external forces—and His impassioned nature—His
capacity to express emotions such as love, anger, and compassion—raises
profound questions about the nature of the divine and how humans relate to
God emotionally. As theologians, philosophers, and biblical scholars continue
to explore this dynamic, the conversation deepens our understanding of divine
emotion and challenges simplistic conceptions of God’s emotional life.

Understanding Divine Impassibility

The doctrine of divine impassibility holds that God does not experience
emotional fluctuations or sufferings as humans do. Rooted in classical
theism, this view emphasizes God's perfect, immutable, and self-sufficient
nature. Impassibility suggests that God is not subject to external influences
or passions that could alter His essence or state. This theological stance
emerged in part as a response to ancient Greek philosophy, particularly the
ideas of Plato and Aristotle, who viewed the divine as perfect and
unchanging.

The impassible God is often described as transcendent and sovereign,
unperturbed by the imperfections of the world. This notion serves to protect
God's holiness and eternal constancy, ensuring that divine emotions are not
reactive or contingent but rather part of God's eternal nature. For example,
God’s anger is seen not as a human-like rage but as a righteous and
consistent opposition to injustice. Similarly, God's love is understood as an
eternal attribute rather than a passing feeling.

Philosophical and Theological Implications

Emphasizing impassibility has several implications:

- **Immutability:** If God cannot be affected by external forces, He remains
unchanged through time.
- **Sovereignty:** God's will is not swayed by circumstances or emotions.
- **Perfection:** Emotional suffering or change would imply a deficiency or
lack.



However, critics argue that strict impassibility risks portraying God as
distant or indifferent, which conflicts with the biblical witness of a
relational and loving deity.

God as Impassioned: The Case for Divine Emotion

Contrary to the traditional doctrine of impassibility, there is a strong
theological current advocating for a God who is genuinely impassioned—one who
experiences and expresses real emotions in relation to creation. This
perspective finds substantial support in biblical narratives, where God is
depicted as loving, grieving, jealous, and even sorrowful.

The emotional language used in scripture humanizes God, making the divine
relatable and approachable. For example, the Psalms vividly portray God’s
compassion and joy, while prophetic books reveal God's righteous anger and
grief over human sin. The incarnation of Jesus Christ further reinforces this
view; the Son's experiences of sorrow, empathy, and anguish suggest that God
participates in human emotional life.

Scriptural Evidence Supporting Divine Passions

- **Love:** “For God so loved the world...” (John 3:16)
- **Grief:** God lamenting over Jerusalem (Jeremiah 31:20)
- **Jealousy:** God described as a jealous God (Exodus 20:5)
- **Compassion:** God’s mercy described as tender and compassionate (Psalm
103:13)

This biblical evidence challenges the notion that divine emotions are merely
metaphorical or anthropomorphic.

Reconciling Impassibility and Passion: Toward a
Theology of Divine Emotion

The phrase *god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine
emotion* highlights the complex interplay between these two theological
poles. Contemporary theologians strive to reconcile how God can be both
unchanging and emotionally responsive.

One approach is to differentiate between mutable emotions—those that change
in response to external causes—and immutable emotions—those that are eternal
aspects of God's character. In this view, God’s emotions are not reactive but
represent consistent expressions of His nature. God’s love, for example, is
an eternal, unchanging commitment rather than a fleeting feeling.



Another perspective considers the distinction between God's essence and His
relational interactions. While God’s essence remains impassible, God's
relational engagement with creation allows for genuine emotional expression
without compromising divine immutability.

Key Theological Perspectives

Classical Theism: Maintains strict impassibility and interprets
emotional language metaphorically.

Open Theism: Emphasizes God's dynamic relationship with creation and
genuine emotional responsiveness.

Process Theology: Portrays God as evolving with creation, fully
experiencing emotions.

Relational Theology: Focuses on God’s emotions as expressions of divine
love and relationality without compromising divine perfection.

Each perspective grapples with balancing divine transcendence and immanence,
challenging believers and scholars to rethink the nature of divine emotion.

Implications for Faith and Worship

Understanding God as both impassible and impassioned has practical
implications for religious experience. A God who is impassible assures
believers of divine stability and faithfulness, offering comfort amid life’s
uncertainties. Conversely, a God who is emotionally engaged fosters intimacy
and trust, encouraging believers to approach God with honesty and
vulnerability.

The tension also influences how prayer, worship, and pastoral care are
understood. Recognizing divine emotions can deepen empathy in spiritual
leadership and enrich liturgical expressions. For instance, congregational
lament and joy become authentic responses to a God who truly shares in human
experiences.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its richness, the theology of divine emotion faces critiques:

- **Risk of Anthropomorphism:** Overemphasizing God’s emotions may reduce God



to human limitations.
- **Philosophical Consistency:** Maintaining divine immutability alongside
real emotional change poses intellectual challenges.
- **Scriptural Interpretation:** Differing hermeneutics lead to varied
understandings of biblical language about God’s emotions.

Nonetheless, many see value in a balanced approach that honors both God's
transcendence and relational depth.

Conclusion: Embracing Mystery in Divine Emotion

The exploration of *god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of
divine emotion* invites ongoing reflection on the mystery of God’s nature.
Neither impassibility nor passion alone fully captures the complexity of
divine existence. Instead, a nuanced theology acknowledges that God
transcends human categories yet chooses to engage creation with genuine love
and emotion.

This dynamic tension enriches theological discourse and deepens spiritual
life, reminding believers that God is at once sovereign and intimately
present—a divine reality that invites both awe and relationship.

God Is Impassible And Impassioned Toward A Theology Of
Divine Emotion

  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: God Is
Impassible and Impassioned Rob Lister, 2012-11-30 Modern theologians are focused on the
doctrine of divine impassibility, exploring the significance of God's emotional experience and most
especially the question of divine suffering. Professor Rob Lister speaks into the issue, outlining the
history of the doctrine in the views of influential figures such as Augustine, Aquinas, and Luther,
while carefully examining modernity's growing rejection of impassibility and the subsequent
evangelical response. With an eye toward holistic synthesis, this book proposes a theological model
based upon fresh insights into the historical, biblical, and theological dimensions of this important
doctrine.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Themelios,
Volume 38, Issue 3 D. A. Carson, 2015-01-27 Themelios is an international, evangelical,
peer-reviewed theological journal that expounds and defends the historic Christian faith. Themelios
is published three times a year online at The Gospel Coalition
(http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and Stock. Its primary audience is
theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well. Themelios began in 1975 and was
operated by RTSF/UCCF in the UK, and it became a digital journal operated by The Gospel Coalition
in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the globe as editors, essayists, and
reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School Managing Editor: Brian
Tabb, Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J. Ovey, Oak Hill Theological
College Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and Seminary Book Review

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-086/god-is-impassible-and-impassioned-toward-a-theology-of-divine-emotion.pdf
https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-086/god-is-impassible-and-impassioned-toward-a-theology-of-divine-emotion.pdf


Editors: Jerry Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney Missionary & Bible College;
Nathan A. Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans Madueme, Covenant College;
Dane Ortlund, Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary Editorial Board: Gerald Bray,
Beeson Divinity School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of Theology Paul Helseth, University of
Northwestern, St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken Magnuson, The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary James
Robson, Wycliffe Hall Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College Paul Williamson, Moore
Theological College Stephen Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert Yarbrough, Covenant
Seminary
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Divine
Suffering Andrew J. Schmutzer, 2023-02-22 Divine Suffering is an inter-disciplinary study that
draws from systematics, philosophy, biblical theology, and pastoral experience. In addition to
covering topics like the suffering of the Father in the Son and God’s cruciform vulnerability, this
book also explores how divine suffering animates the Christian gospel and resonates in the ongoing
persecution of believers. The study of the suffering God has everything to do with Theology, History,
and Church Mission. Like exploring a cathedral from all its entrances, both scholars and seekers will
find ample opportunity for theological challenge, biblical insight, and missional hope. To accomplish
this, both Scripture and doctrine are closely investigated. Today, divine suffering must face the
contemporary realities of protest atheism, escalating wars, new studies in relational theology, and
dialogical personhood that presses the need to explain a Christian message about the kind of God
who is not only transcendent but also personal. Divine Suffering introduces us to the history of God,
not just the God of history. In this study, we meet a God available to our pain though not diminished
by it. Mounting forms of grief need to be met with an equally pastoral understanding that validates
suffering without valorizing it.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Within the
Love of God Anthony Clarke, Andrew Moore, 2014 David C. Parker looks at how new methodology
changes what an edition is for and how we use it, using the example of the New Testament texts.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: The Way of the
Kenotic Christ Samuel J. Youngs, 2019-10-25 Despite his vast importance to twentieth-century
theology, Jurgen Moltmann's Christology has yet to receive the same level of in-depth exploration as
other topics in his thought. Samuel Youngs addresses this lacuna, providing the first exhaustive
analysis of Moltmann's doctrine of Christ, including its key developments and controversial
elements. Youngs argues that Moltmann's doctrine of Christ is best understood as a unique variation
of kenotic Christology. This vision of Christ encapsulates not only a series of vibrant ethical and
eschatological points, but also serves Moltmann's overarching theological goal of empowering a
church that lives and ministers under the cross. Part I highlights key facets of Moltmann's
theological method before unfolding the range of diverse themes that characterize his Christology.
Part II explores Moltmann's use of the kenosis hymn of Philippians 2, before interrogating
Moltmann's relationship to christological tradition. Part III engages in an original systematization of
Moltmann's Christology, centered on the theme of manifold, relational kenosis.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: The Beauty of
the Lord Jonathan King, 2018-05-30 Why is God's beauty often absent from our theology? Rarely do
theologians take up the theme of God's beauty—even more rarely do they consider how God's beauty
should shape the task of theology itself. But the psalmist says that the heart of the believer's desire
is to behold the beauty of the Lord. In The Beauty of the Lord, Jonathan King restores aesthetics as
not merely a valid lens for theological reflection, but an essential one. Jesus, our incarnate
Redeemer, displays the Triune God's beauty in his actions and person, from creation to final
consummation. How can and should theology better reflect this unveiled beauty? The Beauty of the
Lord is a renewal of a truly aesthetic theology and a properly theological aesthetics.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: A Classical
Response to Relational Theism Brian J. Orr, 2022-02-17 The classical doctrine of God expresses that



the God of the Bible is triune, a se, simple, immutable, impassible, eternal, and the sovereign Lord
over his creation, which he created from himself. Modern streams of theology, within the evangelical
circle, continue to promote a doctrine of God that sharply contrasts the classical view--the traditional
view of God in Christian theism. Therefore, a critical response to such a theology is needed. This
study is a comprehensive analysis and sustained critique of Thomas Jay Oord's open/relational
doctrine of God. Oord's model substitutes process metaphysics for classical metaphysics, while
attempting to retain foundational Christian doctrines that were established within a classical
metaphysical framework.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: The Humility of
the Eternal Son Bruce Lindley McCormack, 2021-09-16 This book is the first thoroughly Reformed
version of kenotic Christology. It has the virtue of overcoming from within the logical aporia created
by the Chalcedonian Definition without abandoning that Definition.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: The Message of
Jeremiah Christopher J. H. Wright, 2014-02-10 A replacement volume in the Bible Speaks Today
Old Testament commentary series, this book offers a new exposition on Jeremiah, a book of the
victory of God's love and grace. The prophet's redemptive, reconstructive work comprises the book's
portrait of the future--a future that we see fulfilled in the New Testament through the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus the Messiah.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Contemplating
God with the Great Tradition Craig A. Carter, 2021-04-20 Southwestern Journal of Theology 2021
Book of the Year Award (Theological Studies) 2021 Book Award, The Gospel Coalition (Honorable
Mention, Academic Theology) Following his well-received Interpreting Scripture with the Great
Tradition, Craig Carter presents the biblical and theological foundations of trinitarian classical
theism. Carter, a leading Christian theologian known for his provocative defenses of classical
approaches to doctrine, critiques the recent trend toward modifying or rejecting classical theism in
favor of modern relational understandings of God. The book includes a short history of trinitarian
theology from its patristic origins to the modern period, and a concluding appendix provides a brief
summary of classical trinitarian theology. Foreword by Carl R. Trueman.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Minority Reports
Mark Klitsie, 2016-06-03 The stuff that comes after modernism isn't all bad. Postmodernism, not
needing everything to be buttoned up, can leave things dangling; it can pay attention to the obscure,
marginal, and particular. The postmodern dynamic invites one to revisit biblical texts that do not fit
into tidy, cherished theological constructs: I call these texts the minority reports. Popular theology
infers that God is just pretending when he changes his mind or gets frustrated, saddened, and
affected by humans--this understanding is guided by concepts of God's omni-attributes. But these
wise and well-intentioned concepts fail to portray a God who will not be domesticated. Certain
biblical narratives trace YHWH's hiddenness, suffering, changeability, and hostility--this awkward
shadow side of YHWH is sometimes selectively overlooked. The fear of God is gone. Instead we have
the ever-tolerant, universal God who is in danger of evaporating into spirit, light, and love. As a
theologian I use Hebrew block logic: competing truths in the Bible are kept intact; synthesis isn't
necessarily sought. God chooses us and we choose God; God is self-sufficient, all-powerful, and
all-knowing, needing no creature. Yet he chooses to limit his omni-ness in the human arena and
makes himself vulnerable to humans. He hyphenates his name with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob--and the
church--at a risk.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: T&T Clark
Handbook of Suffering and the Problem of Evil Matthias Grebe, Johannes Grössl, 2023-07-13 This
wide-ranging work provides an extensive exploration of the theology of theodicy, asking questions
such as: should all instances of suffering necessarily be understood as evil? Why would an
omnipotent and benevolent God allow or perpetrate evil? Is God unable or unwilling to reduce
human and non-human suffering on Earth? Does humanity have the capacity to exercise a moral
evaluation of God's motives and intentions? Conventional disciplinary boundaries have tended to



separate theological approaches to these questions from philosophical ones. This volume aims to
overcome these boundaries by including biblical (Part I), historical (Part II), doctrinal (Part III),
philosophical (Part IV), and pastoral, interreligious perspectives and alternative intersections (Part
V) on theodicy. Authors include thinkers from analytic and continental traditions, multiple Christian
denominations and other religions, and both established and younger scholars, providing a full
variety of approaches. What unites the essays is an attempt to answer these questions from the
perspective of biblical testimony, historical scholarship, modern theological and philosophical
thinking about the concept of God, non-Christian religions, science and the arts. The result is a
combination of in-depth analysis and breadth of scope, making this a benchmark work for further
studies in the theology of suffering and evil.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Divine
Impassibility Robert J. Matz, A. Chadwick Thornhill, 2019-08-13 Does God suffer? Does God
experience emotions? Does God change? This Spectrum Multiview volume brings together four
theologians who make a case for their own view—ranging from a traditional affirmation of divine
impassibility (the idea that God does not suffer) to the position that God is necessarily and intimately
affected by creation—and then each contributor responds to the others' views.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Evangelical
Theological Aesthetics Ryan Currie, 2025-06-03 What is beauty? Hans Urs von Balthasar famously
critiqued Protestantism for lacking a theology of beauty. But is this critique accurate? This book
develops theological aesthetics from an evangelical Protestant perspective. The primary dialogue
partner is Balthasar, but Currie also shows the development of theological aesthetics in the history
of theology. Currie explores the relationship of beauty and glory and the spiritual sense and the
physical senses. Theological aesthetics is not esoteric but profoundly shapes the believer's
perception of God through faith and generates a beautiful life.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: In Defense of
Conciliar Christology Timothy Pawl, 2016 This work presents a historically informed, systematic
exposition of the Christology of the first seven Ecumenical Councils of undivided Christendom, from
the First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD to the Second Council of Nicaea in 787 AD. Assuming the truth
of Conciliar Christology for the sake of argument, Timothy Pawl considers whether there are good
philosophical arguments that show a contradiction or incoherence in that doctrine. He presents the
definitions of important terms in the debate and a helpful metaphysics for understanding the
incarnation. In Defense of Conciliar Christology discusses three types of philosophical objections to
Conciliar Christology. Firstly, it highlights the fundamental philosophical problem facing
Christology-how can one thing be both God and man, when anything deserving to be called God
must have certain attributes, and yet it seems that nothing that can aptly be called man can have
those same attributes? It then considers the argument that if the Second Person of the Holy Trinity
were immutable or atemporal, as Conciliar Christology requires, then that Person could not become
anything, and thus could not become man. Finally, Pawl addresses the objection that if there is a
single Christ then there is a single nature or will in Christ. However, if that conditional is true, then
Conciliar Christology is false, since it affirms the antecedent of the conditional to be true, but denies
the truth of the consequent. Pawl defends Conciliar Christology against these charges, arguing that
all three philosophical objections fail to show Conciliar Christology inconsistent or incoherent.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: The Death of
Classical Theism and the Subsequent Rise of Atheism Shane Himes, 2025-03-18 Modernity has seen
the rise of atheism and a rejection of classical theism. In this book, Shane Himes argues that the two
realities are largely dependent on one another. Many modern Christian apologists are not fond of
classical doctrines such as divine simplicity and impassibility, and thus they happily reject these
ideas. The ramifications of doing so, however, have not been fully appreciated, especially as they
relate to Christian arguments for God’s existence. Himes gives an overview of the arguments for
God’s existence by examining the work of both scholars who reject classical theism and those who
embrace it. An analysis of these arguments demonstrates that modern models of God make his



existence a mere possibility as opposed to a logical necessity. As such, the arguments given by these
scholars leave them susceptible to atheist critiques, given that they do not answer the question of
why anything exists. Without classical theism, God becomes one possible answer as to why our
particular universe exists the way that it does; but apparently this has not been convincing to many,
as atheism has seen an unprecedented rise in the last two centuries. Paradoxically, if Christianity is
to become dominant once again in academia and Western societies more generally, a recovery of
classical depictions of God as the ground of all being is paramount.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Explorations in
Interdisciplinary Reading Robbie F. Castleman, Darian R. Lockett, Stephen O. Presley,
2017-05-31 The tension between reading Scripture as primarily a historically situated text on one
hand and binding canon addressed to a community of faith on the other constitutes a crucial issue
for biblical interpretation. Considering the ways the disciplines of Biblical Studies, Biblical Theology,
Patristics, and Systematic Theology approach Scripture and biblical interpretation, the Biblical
Theology, Hermeneutics, and Theological Disciplines study group, within the Institute of Biblical
Research, established a four-year project aimed at clarifying the relationships between these diverse
lines of inquiry into scriptural interpretation found in each of these disciplines. The goal of this
project was to foster a sustained discussion where exploratory papers might be proposed, composed,
and rewritten for final form using a collaborative process. This research project, and the present
volume resulting from it, offers valuable insights into the integration of Biblical Studies and
Theology as subdisciplines within the academy. The essays collected here fall naturally into the
following sections: Exegetical Explorations, Reception-Historical Explorations, and finally
Theological-Practical Explorations.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Christian
Fruit--Jewish Root John D. Garr, 2015-04-13 Christian Fruit--Jewish Root is an in-depth, scholarly
examination of the Hebraic foundations of the major tenets and practices of Christianity. This
volume confirms the truth that the inherent Jewishness of the Christian faith is simply an undeniable
historical and theological fact. By evaluating Christian doctrine and polity through the Jewish
mindset of Jesus and the apostles, this book uncovers a veritable treasure of Hebraic truth. For
every authentic Christian fruit, there is a Jewish toot! This truth id demonstrated across a wide
spectrum of theological truth, including: Scripture, Messiah, Salvation, Faith, Baptism, Gospel,
Grace, and Descipleship. Christianity owes a profound debt of gratitude to the Jewish people and to
biblical and Second Temple Judaism for the foundations of the truths and practices that it hold dear.
As you read this challenging, informative, and inspirational book, you will be amazed at just how
Jewish Christianity, the other Jewish religion, actually is.
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: The Doctrine of
God John C. Peckham, 2019-09-05 John C. Peckham introduces and engages with major questions
about God's nature and how God relates to the world. Does God change? Does God have emotions?
Can God do anything? Does God know the future? Does God always attain what God desires? And is
God entirely good? This textbook provides a clear and concise overview of the issues involved in
these and other questions, exploring prominent contemporary approaches to the main issues relative
to how to conceive of the God-world relationship within Christian theology. In so doing, Peckham
surveys a range of live options regarding each of the primary questions, briefly considering where
each falls within the spectrum of the Christian tradition and providing clear and readily
understandable explanations of the technical issues involved. The result is a stimulating survey of
the most prominent options in Christian theology relative to divine attributes and the God-world
relationship, offered in an accessible format for students. Designed for classroom use this volume
includes the following features: - study questions for each chapter - suggestions for further reading
for each chapter - glossary
  god is impassible and impassioned toward a theology of divine emotion: Intimately
Forsaken Thomas Brand, 2024-11-27 The book offers a new Trinitarian and Christological reading of
Christ’s cry of dereliction that is grounded in historic orthodoxy. Arguing for an interpretation of the



cry in relation to the communication of idioms in Christology and the modal distinction between
person and nature in Trinitarian theology, the book draws from a broad range of Patristic, Scholastic
and Reformed sources. This work is a must for scholars of Christian theology.
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