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capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital presents a fascinating
and complex intersection of economic systems and natural ecosystems. At its core, capitalism is an
economic model centered around the private ownership of production and the accumulation of
capital through profit. Meanwhile, the web of life — the intricate, interconnected ecological systems
that sustain all living organisms — operates on principles of balance, interdependence, and
sustainability. Exploring how capitalism interacts with and impacts ecological networks opens up
critical conversations about sustainability, environmental degradation, and the future of both human
society and the planet.

Understanding Capitalism and Its Drive for Accumulation

Capitalism thrives on the continuous accumulation of capital, which means reinvesting profits back
into production to generate more wealth. This cycle encourages expansion, innovation, and
competition, driving economic growth. However, this growth imperative often overlooks or
undervalues ecological constraints, treating nature primarily as a resource reservoir for exploitation.

##+#+# The Logic of Capital Accumulation

At the heart of capitalism is the logic of accumulation—the need to continuously increase wealth.
This logic manifests in:

- **Resource extraction:** To fuel production, companies extract raw materials from the
environment, frequently at unsustainable rates.

- **Market expansion:** Capitalists seek new markets and consumers to absorb increased
production.

- *Innovation and efficiency:** Technological advances aim to reduce costs and increase output,
sometimes at the expense of ecological health.

While this system has generated unprecedented material prosperity, it raises concerns about
ecological limits and the long-term viability of such growth.

The Web of Life: Ecology’s Complex Interconnections

The web of life refers to the interconnectedness of all living organisms and their physical
environment. This web is characterized by intricate relationships—predation, symbiosis, nutrient
cycles, and energy flows—that sustain ecosystems. Unlike the linear and growth-focused nature of
capitalism, ecological systems operate on feedback loops that maintain balance and resilience.

##+#+# Ecological Principles at Odds with Capitalist Expansion



- *Finite Resources:** Ecosystems have limited capacities. Overexploitation can lead to resource
depletion and collapse.

- **Biodiversity:** The variety of life forms supports ecosystem services like pollination, water
purification, and climate regulation.

- *Interdependence:** Disrupting one species or habitat can ripple across the entire web, causing
unforeseen consequences.

Capitalism’s tendency to prioritize short-term gains over long-term ecological stability poses risks to
these delicate systems.

Capitalism in the Web of Life Ecology: A Tense Relationship

When capitalism interacts with the web of life ecology, tensions arise. The accumulation of capital
often conflicts with ecological sustainability. This dynamic is evident in several ways:

###+# Environmental Degradation as an Externality

Capitalist enterprises frequently treat environmental harm as an externality—an unaccounted cost
borne by society or future generations rather than the producer. Pollution, deforestation, and
climate change are outcomes of such externalization, undermining the health of ecosystems that
economies depend upon.

#### Commodification of Nature

Capitalism tends to commodify natural resources, turning water, forests, and even clean air into
marketable goods. While this can incentivize conservation through market mechanisms, it also risks
reducing nature’s intrinsic value to mere commodities, ignoring cultural, spiritual, and ecological
significance.

#### The Paradox of Growth and Sustainability
The accumulation of capital relies on perpetual growth, but ecological systems are inherently

limited. This paradox challenges policymakers, businesses, and communities to rethink development
models that balance economic objectives with ecological preservation.

Pathways Toward Integrating Capitalism with Ecological
Wisdom

Despite these challenges, there are promising approaches to harmonize capitalism with the web of
life ecology:

#### Embracing Circular Economy Models
A circular economy aims to minimize waste and maximize resource reuse, mimicking natural cycles.

By redesigning production and consumption patterns, businesses can reduce environmental
footprints while maintaining profitability.



#### Investing in Natural Capital

Natural capital accounts for the value of ecosystems and biodiversity. Incorporating these values
into economic decision-making can lead to more sustainable outcomes. For example, companies
might invest in reforestation or wetland restoration as part of their operations.

#### Corporate Social Responsibility and Environmental Ethics

Increasingly, businesses recognize the importance of environmental stewardship. Corporate social
responsibility (CSR) initiatives and sustainability reporting encourage transparency and
accountability, aligning capitalist activities more closely with ecological health.

#### Policy Instruments and Green Innovation

Governments can steer capitalism toward ecological balance through regulations, taxes on pollution,

subsidies for renewable energy, and support for green technologies. Innovation in clean energy,
sustainable agriculture, and ecosystem services enhances both economic and ecological resilience.

The Role of Society and Consumers in Shaping the Future

Consumers and civil society have a powerful role in influencing how capitalism interacts with
ecology:

- *Demanding Sustainable Products:** Conscious consumption encourages companies to adopt
greener practices.

- *Supporting Environmental Advocacy:** Public pressure can prompt stronger environmental
regulations and corporate commitments.

- *Promoting Education and Awareness:** Understanding the links between capitalism, ecology,
and capital accumulation fosters more informed choices and policies.

Collective action can help realign economic incentives with ecological imperatives.

A Closer Look: Case Studies Illustrating the Intersection

##+#4# Deforestation and Commodity Production

In regions like the Amazon rainforest, capitalism-driven demand for commodities such as soy, beef,
and palm oil has led to extensive deforestation. This disrupts the web of life, reduces biodiversity,
and accelerates climate change—all while generating significant capital for agribusinesses.

###+# Renewable Energy and Capital Accumulation

Conversely, the renewable energy sector exemplifies how capitalism can adapt to ecological
realities. Investments in solar and wind power represent capital accumulation aligned with reducing

carbon footprints and protecting ecosystems.

#### Ecotourism and Sustainable Development



Ecotourism demonstrates an approach where economic activity is designed to preserve and
celebrate natural environments, creating financial incentives for conservation and community well-
being.

Rethinking Growth: Beyond GDP and Toward Well-being

One of the profound shifts needed in the conversation about capitalism and ecology is redefining
success. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth often ignores ecological degradation and social
inequalities. Alternatives like the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI) or the concept of Doughnut
Economics propose frameworks that integrate ecological limits and human well-being into economic
measurement.

This shift challenges the traditional accumulation-centric model of capitalism and invites new visions
of prosperity that honor the web of life.

Navigating the intricate dance between capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of
capital requires both critical reflection and innovative action. Balancing economic ambitions with
ecological realities is not just a theoretical exercise—it is essential for the survival and flourishing of
our planet and future generations. As awareness grows and more actors embrace sustainable
practices, there is hope that capitalism can evolve to coexist with the vibrant, interconnected web of
life that sustains us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does capitalism impact the web of life and ecological
systems?

Capitalism often prioritizes economic growth and capital accumulation over ecological sustainability,
leading to resource depletion, habitat destruction, and biodiversity loss within the web of life.

What is meant by '‘the accumulation of capital' in the context
of ecological economics?

The accumulation of capital refers to the process by which economic systems, particularly
capitalism, concentrate wealth and resources, often at the expense of ecological balance and the
health of natural systems.

Can capitalism be reconciled with ecological sustainability in
the web of life?
While challenging, some propose that capitalism can be reformed through green technologies,

sustainable business practices, and regulatory frameworks to align economic activities with
ecological sustainability.



What role do ecosystem services play in critiques of
capitalism's impact on the web of life?

Ecosystem services highlight the benefits nature provides, which capitalism often undervalues or
externalizes, leading to degradation of these services and undermining the web of life.

How does the concept of 'externalities' relate to capitalism
and the ecology of the web of life?

Externalities are costs or benefits not reflected in market prices; in capitalism, negative externalities
like pollution harm ecological systems but are often unaccounted for, disrupting the web of life.

What are some alternative economic models that address
capitalism's impact on the web of life?

Alternatives include ecological economics, steady-state economies, and circular economies, which
emphasize sustainability, resource limits, and minimizing ecological harm while managing capital.

How does the drive for capital accumulation influence
environmental policy and conservation efforts?

The drive for capital accumulation can lead to prioritizing short-term profits over long-term
environmental health, often resulting in weakened environmental policies and insufficient
conservation measures.

Additional Resources
Capitalism in the Web of Life Ecology and the Accumulation of Capital: An Analytical Perspective

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital represents a complex
intersection where economic systems, ecological networks, and capital growth dynamics converge.
This nexus demands a nuanced exploration, as it reveals how the relentless pursuit of capital
accumulation influences, and is influenced by, the intricate ecological relationships that sustain life
on Earth. Understanding this interplay is crucial for comprehending contemporary environmental
challenges and the socioeconomic forces that drive them.

The Interrelation of Capitalism and Ecological Systems

At its core, capitalism is an economic system characterized by private ownership, market
competition, and the accumulation of capital as a primary objective. Meanwhile, the web of life
ecology refers to the interconnected biological and physical systems that maintain ecosystem
functions and biodiversity. The relationship between capitalism and ecology is neither
straightforward nor static; capitalism's demand for resource extraction and economic growth often
places significant strain on ecological networks.



Capital accumulation under capitalism incentivizes continuous expansion and increased
consumption, frequently disregarding ecological limits. This dynamic can result in habitat
destruction, biodiversity loss, and the disruption of ecosystem services critical for human survival.
The tension between profit motives and ecological sustainability is a defining challenge of the
modern age.

Capital Accumulation and Ecological Impact

The process of capital accumulation involves reinvesting profits to generate further wealth. This
cycle fuels industrial growth, infrastructure development, and technological innovation. However,
these activities often depend heavily on natural resources — from fossil fuels and minerals to forests
and freshwater — leading to their depletion and degradation.

For example, the extraction of fossil fuels not only accelerates climate change but also compromises
ecosystem stability, affecting species diversity and food webs. Similarly, deforestation to
accommodate agricultural expansion or urbanization disrupts habitats and alters the balance within
local and global ecological networks.

Economic Growth vs. Ecological Limits

A fundamental question arises: can capitalism adapt to the finite nature of Earth's ecosystems?
Traditional capitalist models prioritize GDP growth, frequently overlooking environmental
externalities. This approach contrasts sharply with ecological economics, which advocates for
integrating ecological constraints into economic decision-making.

Ecological economists argue that the accumulation of capital must respect planetary boundaries,
such as climate stability, biodiversity maintenance, and nutrient cycling. The challenge lies in
balancing the economic imperatives of growth and profit with the imperative to preserve the web of
life.

Green Capitalism and Sustainable Development

In response to these challenges, concepts like green capitalism and sustainable development have
emerged. Green capitalism attempts to reconcile capitalist accumulation with environmental
stewardship by promoting renewable energy, green technologies, and eco-friendly business
practices.

While green capitalism offers promising avenues, critics caution that it may perpetuate the same
growth-oriented logic that underpins ecological degradation. For instance, the rebound effect —
where efficiency gains lead to increased overall consumption — can undermine environmental
benefits.



The Role of Policy and Regulation in Aligning
Capitalism with Ecology

Governments and international organizations play a pivotal role in mediating the relationship
between capitalism and ecological sustainability. Environmental regulations, carbon pricing, and
conservation incentives can internalize ecological costs, making capital accumulation more
accountable to ecological realities.

However, policy effectiveness varies widely depending on political will, economic interests, and
enforcement mechanisms. In some cases, deregulation or weak environmental governance
exacerbates ecological harm driven by capitalist expansion.

Corporate Responsibility and Ecological Accountability

Beyond state intervention, corporations themselves are increasingly pressured to adopt ecological
accountability measures. Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) criteria, corporate social
responsibility (CSR) initiatives, and transparency requirements aim to align business practices with
ecological sustainability.

Yet, integrating these measures into capitalist accumulation processes presents challenges.
Companies may engage in greenwashing or prioritize short-term gains over long-term ecological
health, complicating efforts to create genuinely sustainable capital accumulation.

Conclusion: Navigating Capitalism within the Web of
Life

The intricate dynamics of capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital
highlight a critical juncture in human history. The traditional capitalist imperative for endless
growth confronts the ecological realities of a finite planet—a tension that underscores the urgency of
reimagining economic systems.

Navigating this intersection requires interdisciplinary approaches, innovative policy frameworks,
and a profound commitment to ecological integrity. Only by acknowledging and respecting the
complex interdependencies within the web of life can capitalism evolve towards sustainability,
ensuring the longevity of both economic prosperity and the natural world.

Capitalism In The Web Of Life Ecology And The Accumulation
Of Capital

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Capitalism in the
Web of Life Jason W. Moore, 2015-08-24 Finance. Climate. Food. Work. How are the crises of the
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twenty-first century connected? In Capitalism in the Web of Life, Jason W. Moore argues that the
sources of today's global turbulence have a common cause: capitalism as a way of organizing nature,
including human nature. Drawing on environmentalist, feminist, and Marxist thought, Moore offers a
groundbreaking new synthesis: capitalism as a world-ecology of wealth, power, and nature.
Capitalism's greatest strength-and the source of its problems-is its capacity to create Cheap
Natures: labor, food, energy, and raw materials. That capacity is now in question. Rethinking
capitalism through the pulsing and renewing dialectic of humanity-in-nature, Moore takes readers
on a journey from the rise of capitalism to the modern mosaic of crisis. Capitalism in the Web of Life
shows how the critique of capitalism-in-nature-rather than capitalism and nature-is key to
understanding our predicament, and to pursuing the politics of liberation in the century ahead.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Near Future in
21st Century Fiction David Sergeant, 2022-12-22 Explores contemporary fiction set in the near
future to shed new light on our culture's relationship to the Anthropocene.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Cannibal Capitalism
Nancy Fraser, 2022-09-20 A trenchant look at contemporary capitalism’s insatiable appetite—and a
rallying cry for everyone who wants to stop it from devouring our world Shortlisted for the
Deutscher Memorial Prize Capital is currently cannibalizing every sphere of life-guzzling wealth
from nature and racialized populations, sucking up our ability to care for each other, and gutting the
practice of politics. In this tightly argued and urgent volume, leading Marxist feminist theorist
Nancy Fraser charts the voracious appetite of capital, tracking it from crisis point to crisis point,
from ecological devastation to the collapse of democracy, from racial violence to the devaluing of
care work. These crisis points all come to a head in Covid-19, which Fraser argues can help us
envision the resistance we need to end the feeding frenzy. What we need, she argues, is a
wide-ranging socialist movement that can recognize the rapaciousness of capital—and starve it to
death.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The State of
Capitalism Costas Lapavitsas, EReNSEP Writing Collective, 2023-08-29 Thinking beyond pandemic
capitalism The health emergency that broke out in 2020 is a landmark event in the development of
capitalism, confirming the underlying change signalled by the Great Crisis of 2007-9. The pandemic
has catapulted the state to the centre of economic activity. However, a historic impasse is steadily
becoming apparent at the core of the world economy Productive accumulation is flaccid, as both
profitability and labour productivity are weak. Financialisation has entered a new phase, as “shadow
banking” grew relative to other banks but is entirely dependent on the state. The power of the state
derives from command over fiat money and can certainly deliver enormous boosts to aggregate
demand, but that is not enough to tackle the weakness of the productive sector. The rise in inflation
for the first time in forty years indicates the impasse. There is a transparent need for intervention on
the supply side, directly challenging capitalist property rights. There is no evidence, however, that
the ruling blocs in core countries would engage in such policies. The pandemic crisis also brought to
the fore fresh divisions of core and periphery across the world economy. Imperialism has assumed
new forms, spurred by globally active financial capital and internationalised productive capital. A
renewed contest for hegemony has emerged as US power declined. The economic challenge of China
will unfold steadily in the years ahead, intensifying political tensions and military rivalries. This book
is the work of a research collective comprising authors from several parts of the world. It analyses
these vital issues from the perspective of Marxist political economy and puts forth alternative
anticapitalist proposals.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: City Preparedness
for the Climate Crisis Carrillo, Francisco J., Garner, Cathy, 2021-11-19 Exploring the ways that
contemporary urban life takes the Holocene for granted, this multidisciplinary book warns that
anthropogenic environmental impacts are on course to challenge the viability of most human
settlements. It highlights how, despite increased warnings, most cities appear to be in denial of the
potential impending catastrophes and remain ill-prepared to handle major disruptions.



capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Imperial Mode
of Living Ulrich Brand, Markus Wissen, 2021-01-26 Our Unsustainable Life: Why We Can't Have
Everything We Want With the concept of the Imperial Mode of Living, Brand and Wissen highlight
the fact that capitalism implies uneven development as well as a constant and accelerating
universalisation of a Western mode of production and living. The logic of liberal markets since the
19thCentury, and especially since World War II, has been inscribed into everyday practices that are
usually unconsciously reproduced. The authors show that they are a main driver of the ecological
crisis and economic and political instability. The Imperial Mode of Living implies that people's
everyday practices, including individual and societal orientations, as well as identities, rely heavily
on the unlimited appropriation of resources; a disproportionate claim on global and local ecosystems
and sinks; and cheap labour from elsewhere. This availability of commodities is largely organised
through the world market, backed by military force and/or the asymmetric relations of forces as they
have been inscribed in international institutions. Moreover, the Imperial Mode of Living implies
asymmetrical social relations along class, gender and race within the respective countries. Here too,
it is driven by the capitalist accumulation imperative, growth-oriented state policies and status
consumption. The concrete production conditions of commodities are rendered invisible in the
places where the commodities are consumed. The imperialist world order is normalized through the
mode of production and living.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Handbook of
Organizing Economic, Ecological and Societal Transformation Elke Weik, Chris Land, Ronald
Hartz, 2024-08-19 This handbook gathers contributors from different disciplines of the social
sciences, such as organization and management studies, sociology, anthropology and political
science, to constructively discuss the kinds of transformations we need to see in coming years. These
transformations concern the way we work, produce and consume but also the way in which we think
about work, production and consumption. In an explicit rejection of the demand that the social
sciences provide quick fixes, the contributors of this handbook discuss possible solutions in a critical
and comprehensive manner and with an eye to both their environmental and societal implications.
The handbook is divided into four parts: Opening up futures, Techno-economic transformations at
work, Sustainable environmental transformation, and Radical democratic futures. The handbook is
of interest to all critical academics interested in constructive suggestions regarding necessary
societal transformations.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Challenging the
Right, Augmenting the Left Robert Latham, 2020-07-25T00:00:00Z What does the future hold for
the left? How does the left adapt to, and prepare for, the crises of our time? In moments of crisis it is
always important to rethink longstanding assumptions, jettison wishful thinking and dated ideas, and
recover wisdom from the past. In so doing, we have the opportunity to plot a new way forward. The
authors of this edited collection do just this: putting forward a diversity of approaches and issues to
strategize for the work that awaits us in the 2020s, particularly in the struggle against capitalism,
climate change and the far right. Working within five major thematic areas, the contributors
examine how to engage working class people in anti-capitalist struggles, undermine reactionary
currents of ethno-nationalism while supporting anti-colonial movements, strategically build power
inside and outside the state apparatus, demand new forms of resistance to address environmental
crises, and effectively promote solidarity and ecological responsibility. This book provides
suggestions for working with popular disaffection, taking the rich, fragmented, conflicted history of
refusals and defeats as a starting point for next steps in the struggle against capitalism and the far
right, rather than as the basis for more conflict or defeatism.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Who Will Build the
Ark? Benjamin Kunkel, Lola Seaton, 2023-06-27 In Who Will Build the Ark?, leading radical thinkers
debate left alternatives to runaway global heating, capitalist crisis and wider environmental
breakdown, clarifying the stakes in today's key disputes between Green New Deal supporters and
proponents of 'degrowth'. In a series of landmark texts first published by New Left Review, Herman




Daly and Benjamin Kunkel discusses the possibility of an egalitarian, steady-state economy, while
Robert Pollin warns against the worldwide slump 'degrowth' could bring and calls instead for a
single-issue campaign - 2 per cent of global GDP dedicated to the switch to renewable energy - as
the swiftest solution to the emissions crisis. Nancy Fraser envisages an eco-socialist exit from
capitalism's multifold crises, while Troy Vettese advocates eco-austerity and half-earth rewilding.
Lola Seaton draws out the strategic implications of these contested perspectives, in a set of
unavoidable 'green questions'. In the realm of contemporary politics, Alyssa Battistoni writes on the
dead-end of COP diplomacy, Cdric Durand asks whether energy shortages will derail the transition
away from fossil fuels, and Thomas Meaney compares Green New Deal proposals to the pinched
reality of Biden's Inflation Reduction Act. The world's major powers accept the likelihood of
dangerous climate change, yet seem incapable of averting it. Can radical green models generate the
social leverage needed to do so? Or, as Mike Davis puts it: Who will build the Ark?

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Routledge
Handbook of Critical Resource Geography Matthew Himley, Elizabeth Havice, Gabriela Valdivia,
2021-07-12 This Handbook provides an essential guide to the study of resources and their role in
socio-environmental change. With original contributions from more than 60 authors with expertise in
a wide range of resource types and world regions, it offers a toolkit of conceptual and
methodological approaches for documenting, analyzing, and reimagining resources and the worlds
with which they are entangled. The volume has an introduction and four thematic sections. The
introductory chapter outlines key trajectories for thinking critically with and about resources.
Chapters in Section I, (Un)knowing resources, offer distinct epistemological entry points and
approaches for studying resources. Chapters in Section II, (Un)knowing resource systems, examine
the components and logics of the capitalist systems through which resources are made, circulated,
consumed, and disposed of, while chapters in Section III, Doing critical resource geography:
Methods, advocacy, and teaching, focus on the practices of critical resource scholarship, exploring
the opportunities and challenges of carrying out engaged forms of research and pedagogy. Chapters
in Section IV, Resource-making/world-making, use case studies to illustrate how things are made
into resources and how these processes of resource-making transform socio-environmental life. This
vibrant and diverse critical resource scholarship provides an indispensable reference point for
researchers, students, and practitioners interested in understanding how resources matter to the
world and to the systems, conflicts, and debates that make and remake it.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Future is
Degrowth Matthias Schmelzer, Andrea Vetter, Aaron Vansintjan, 2022-06-28 We need to break free
from the capitalist economy. Degrowth gives us the tools to bend its bars. Economic growth isn’t
working, and it cannot be made to work. Offering a counter-history of how economic growth
emerged in the context of colonialism, fossil-fueled industrialization, and capitalist modernity, The
Future Is Degrowth argues that the ideology of growth conceals the rising inequalities and
ecological destructions associated with capitalism, and points to desirable alternatives to it. Not only
in society at large, but also on the left, we are held captive by the hegemony of growth. Even
proposals for emancipatory Green New Deals or postcapitalism base their utopian hopes on the
development of productive forces, on redistributing the fruits of economic growth and technological
progress. Yet growing evidence shows that continued economic growth cannot be made compatible
with sustaining life and is not necessary for a good life for all. This book provides a vision for
postcapitalism beyond growth. Building on a vibrant field of research, it discusses the political
economy and the politics of a non-growing economy. It charts a path forward through policies that
democratise the economy, “now-topias” that create free spaces for experimentation, and
counter-hegemonic movements that make it possible to break with the logic of growth. Degrowth
perspectives offer a way to step off the treadmill of an alienating, expansionist, and hierarchical
system. A handbook and a manifesto, The Future Is Degrowth is a must-read for all interested in
charting a way beyond the current crises.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Shock of the



Anthropocene Christophe Bonneuil, Jean-Baptiste Fressoz, 2016-01-12 The Earth has entered a
new epoch: the Anthropocene. What we are facing is not only an environmental crisis, but a
geological revolution of human origin. In two centuries, our planet has tipped into a state unknown
for millions of years. How did we get to this point? Refuting the convenient view of a human species
that upset the Earth system, unaware of what it was doing, this book proposes the first critical
history of the Anthropocene, shaking up many accepted ideas: about our supposedly recent
environmental awareness, about previous challenges to industrialism, about the manufacture of
ignorance and consumerism, about so-called energy transitions, as well as about the role of the
military in environmental destruction. In a dialogue between science and history, The Shock of the
Anthropocene dissects a new theoretical buzzword and explores paths for living and acting
politically in this rapidly developing geological epoch

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Right Research
Geoffrey Rockwell, Oliver Rossier, Chelsea Miya, 2021-04-29 The book is current and
interdisciplinary, engaging with recent developments around this topic and including perspectives
from sciences, arts, and humanities. It will be a welcome contribution to studies of the Anthropocene
as well as studies of research methods and practices. —Sam Mickey, University of S. Francisco
Educational institutions play an instrumental role in social and political change, and are responsible
for the environmental and social ethics of their institutional practices. The essays in this volume
critically examine scholarly research practices in the age of the Anthropocene, and ask what
accountability educators and researchers have in ‘righting’ their relationship to the environment.
The volume further calls attention to the geographical, financial, legal and political barriers that
might limit scholarly dialogue by excluding researchers from participating in traditional modes of
scholarly conversation. As such, Right Research is a bold invitation to the academic community to
rigorous self-reflection on what their research looks like, how it is conducted, and how it might be
developed so as to increase accessibility and sustainability, and decrease carbon footprint. The
volume follows a three-part structure that bridges conceptual and practical concerns: the first
section challenges our assumptions about how sustainability is defined, measured and practiced; the
second section showcases artist-researchers whose work engages with the impact of humans on our
environment; while the third section investigates how academic spaces can model eco-conscious
behaviour. This timely volume responds to an increased demand for environmentally sustainable
research, and is outstanding not only in its interdisciplinarity, but its embrace of non-traditional
formats, spanning academic articles, creative acts, personal reflections and dialogues. Right
Research will be a valuable resource for educators and researchers interested in developing and
hybridizing their scholarly communication formats in the face of the current climate crisis.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: In the Balance Hein
Marais, 2022-07 This timeous book presents a compelling analysis of the need, conditions and
possibilities for a universal basic income (UBI) in South Africa and globally. It explores the vexing
questions a UBI raises about the relationship of paid work to social rights, and about the role of the
state in contemporary capitalism.As jobs disappear and wages flatline, paid work is an increasingly
fragile basis for dignified life. This predicament, deepened by the COVID-19 pandemic, is sparking
urgent debates about alternatives such as a universal basic income (UBI).In this incisive new book,
Hein Marais casts the debate about a UBI in the wider context of the dispossessing pressures of
capitalism and the turmoil of global warming, pandemics and social upheaval. Marais surveys the
meaning, history and appeal of a UBI before even-handedly weighing the case for and against it. The
book explores the vexing questions a UBI raises about the relationship of paid work to social rights,
about prevailing notions of entitlement and dependency, and about the role of the state in
contemporary capitalism. Along with cost estimates for different versions of a basic income in South
Africa, it discusses financing options and lays out the social, economic and political
implications.Highly topical and distinctive in its approach, In the Balance: The Case for a Universal
Basic Income in South Africa and Beyond is the most rounded and up-to-date examination yet of the
need and prospects for a UBI in a global South setting such as South Africa.



capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Routledge
Handbook on the Green New Deal Kyla Tienhaara, Joanna Robinson, 2022-08-26 In recent years,
the Green New Deal has moved from relative obscurity to front and centre of policy discussions and
public debates about how to respond to the climate crisis. It has been credited with radically
changing the nature of the conversation on climate change and with re-energizing the environmental
movement at a critical time. All Green New Deal proposals share an emphasis on the need for
governments (rather than markets) to lead the energy transition. However, they differ in other
respects. This Handbook analyses the fundamentals underlying all Green New Deals as well as
exploring national and regional variations. It is divided into three parts. The first part examines the
political economy of the Green New Deal focussing not just on how proposals will be costed but also
on opportunities for a fundamental transformation of both national economies and the global
economic system. The second part explores issues of justice, which are central to many Green New
Deal proposals, including Indigenous rights, racial and gender equity, and justice for the Global
South. In the third part, authors detail case studies of Green New Deal proposals and plans at the
local, national, and regional level. This book will be an invaluable research and reference volume for
students and scholars in economics, politics, sociology, geography, and environmental studies. It
should also be of interest to those actively involved in climate and environmental policymaking.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Palgrave
Handbook of Environmental Labour Studies Nora Rathzel, Dimitris Stevis, David Uzzell, 2021-08-30
In this comprehensive Handbook, scholars from across the globe explore the relationships between
workers and nature in the context of the environmental crises. They provide an invaluable overview
of a fast-growing research field that bridges the social and natural sciences. Chapters provide
detailed perspectives of environmental labour studies, environmental struggles of workers,
indigenous peoples, farmers and commoners in the Global South and North. The relations within and
between organisations that hinder or promote environmental strategies are analysed, including the
relations between workers and environmental organisations, NGOs, feminist and community
movements.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Marxism and the
Capitalist State Rob Hunter, Rafael Khachaturian, Eva Nanopoulos, 2023-10-30 This book builds on
the recent revival of interest in Marx and Marxism, calling for a renewal and refinement of Marxist
state theory. It aims to provoke and encourage new debates and critiques that build on—but also
update and extend—the rich tradition of Marxist analyses of the capitalist state, including the
well-known debates of the 1970s. The chapters present a dynamic and diverse constellation of
arguments and perspectives on a range of topics, from general re-appraisals of the capitalist state to
investigations of contemporary challenges—including digitalisation, the ecological crisis, the
coronavirus pandemic, social reproduction, and critical political economy. What they share is a
commitment to an understanding of the specifically capitalist character of the modern state and its
significance for any serious discussion of the causes of our current age of global catastrophe and the
overcoming of capitalist social relations.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Keywords in
Radical Geography The Antipode Editorial Collective, 2019-06-10 The online version of Keywords
in Radical Geography: Antipode at 50 is free to download here. Alternatively, print copies can be
purchased for just GBE7 / US$10 here.
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Antipode’s 50th anniversary, we’'ve brought together 50 short keyword essays by a range of scholars
at varying career stages who all, in some way, have some kind of affinity with Antipode’s radical
geographical project. The entries in this volume are diverse, eclectic, and to an extent random,
however they all speak to our discipline’s past, present and future in exciting and suggestive ways
Contributors have taken unusual or novel terms, concepts or sets of ideas important to their
research, and their essays discuss them in relation to radical and critical geography’s histories,
current condition and possible future directions This fractal, playful and provocative intervention in



the field stands as a fitting testimony to the role that Antipode has played in the generation of
radical geographical engagement with the world

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: Interrogating the
Anthropocene jan jagodzinski, 2018-05-09 This volume weaves together a variety of perspectives
aimed at confronting a spectrum of ethico-political global challenges arising in the Anthropocene
which affect the future of life on planet earth. In this book, the authors offer a multi-faceted
approach to address the consequences of its imaginary and projective directions. The chapters span
the disciplines of political economy, cybernetics, environmentalism, bio-science, psychoanalysis,
bioacoustics, documentary film, installation art, geoperformativity, and glitch aesthetics. The first
section attempts to flesh out new aspects of current debates. Questions over the Capitaloscene are
explored via conflations of class and climate, revisiting the eco-Marxist analysis of capitalism, and
the financial system that thrives on debt. The second section explores the imaginary narratives that
raise questions regarding non-human involvement. The third section addresses ‘geoartisty,” the
counter artistic responses to the speculariztion of climate disasters, questioning eco-documentaries,
and what a post-anthropocentric art might look like. The last section addresses the pedagogical
response to the Anthropocene.

capitalism in the web of life ecology and the accumulation of capital: The Global Life of
Mines Antonio Maria Pusceddu, Filippo M. Zerilli, 2024-07-01 Resource extraction exists in diverse
settings across the world and is carried out through different practices. The Global Life of Mines
provides a comprehensive framework examining the spatial and temporal relationships between
mining and postmining as interrelated and coexisting features within the global minescape. The
book brings together scholars from various fields, such as anthropology, geography, sociology and
political science, examining ethnographic case studies throughout the Americas (Bolivia, Brazil,
Peru, USA), Africa (Democratic Republic of Congo) and Europe (Italy, Arctic Norway and Spain).
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