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better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott is a phrase that
encapsulates a profound critique and exploration of American healthcare, ethics, and societal values.
This compelling intersection is best understood through the lens of Carl Elliott’s influential book,
*Better Than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream.* Elliott’s work delves into how
medicine in the United States has evolved beyond treating illness, often promising enhancement and
idealized health, reflecting broader cultural ideals tied to the American Dream itself.

In this article, we’ll explore the key themes and insights from Elliott’s work, unpack the impact of the
American Dream on medical practices, and consider the ethical dilemmas that arise when medicine
focuses on enhancement rather than just healing. Along the way, we will also touch on related
concepts such as biomedical ethics, consumerism in healthcare, and the societal pressures shaping
modern medicine.

Understanding Better Than Well: The Core Premise

At its heart, *Better Than Well* examines how American medicine has shifted from merely curing
disease to enhancing human capabilities and appearance. Carl Elliott points out that this shift isn’t
just about medical progress—it’s deeply intertwined with the cultural narrative of the American
Dream, where success, beauty, and vitality are often seen as achievable goals through personal effort
and choice.

Medicine, in this context, becomes a tool not just for survival but for self-improvement. This
transformation raises important questions: What does it mean to be “better than well”? Who benefits
from these enhancements? And how do these medical advancements align with or challenge
traditional ethical standards?

The American Dream’s Influence on Medicine

The American Dream, broadly defined as the promise that anyone can achieve success and happiness
through hard work and determination, has a powerful influence on how people view their health. In
Elliott’s analysis, medicine becomes a pathway to fulfill this dream—not just by treating illness but by
optimizing the body and mind to meet society’s ideal standards.

This cultural pressure drives demand for cosmetic surgery, performance-enhancing drugs, and other
medical interventions aimed at surpassing normal health. People seek not only to be free from illness
but to embody the archetype of success: youthful, energetic, and productive.



Medical Enhancement and Ethical Challenges

One of the most thought-provoking aspects of *Better Than Well* is its exploration of the ethical
implications of medical enhancement. Carl Elliott raises concerns about how the pursuit of perfection
can lead to exploitation, inequity, and a blurring of medical necessity versus consumer desire.

For instance, pharmaceutical companies may market drugs for “lifestyle” uses rather than genuine
health needs, complicating the patient-doctor relationship. There’s also the risk that those who can
afford enhancements widen social inequalities, creating a healthcare landscape where “better than
well” is a privilege rather than a right.

The Role of Biomedical Ethics in Modern American
Medicine

Biomedical ethics plays a crucial role in navigating the terrain that Elliott describes. With
advancements in genetic engineering, pharmaceuticals, and cosmetic procedures, the line between
therapy and enhancement becomes increasingly ambiguous.

Informed Consent and Patient Autonomy

Elliott emphasizes the importance of informed consent in medical decision-making. When patients
pursue enhancements, their choices are often influenced by societal ideals and aggressive marketing.
Ensuring patients truly understand the risks and benefits is essential to respecting their autonomy.

However, the pressure to conform to cultural standards can undermine genuine consent. Patients
may feel compelled to pursue treatments to remain competitive in work or social environments,
raising questions about how free these choices really are.

Justice and Access to Care

Another key ethical consideration is justice—how to ensure fair access to medical advancements.
Elliott critiques the American healthcare system’s tendency to prioritize consumer-driven
enhancements that benefit the wealthy, while many still lack basic healthcare.

This disparity highlights the tension between medicine as a public good and as a market commodity.
The “better than well” model risks deepening health inequities, making access to enhancement a
marker of social status rather than universal wellbeing.

Consumerism and the Commercialization of Medicine

An essential theme in Carl Elliott’s analysis is the commercialization of medicine. The American



healthcare landscape is increasingly shaped by consumer culture, where patients are treated as
customers seeking products to improve their lives.

The Pharmaceutical Industry and Lifestyle Drugs

Pharmaceutical companies have capitalized on this trend by developing and marketing “lifestyle
drugs” that promise benefits beyond treating disease—such as antidepressants for mild unhappiness
or cognitive enhancers for improved focus. Elliott highlights how this blurs the line between medical
necessity and consumer desire.

This business model incentivizes the creation and promotion of medical solutions for social and
psychological conditions that might otherwise be addressed through non-medical means, raising
concerns about medicalization and profit motives.

Cosmetic Surgery and Body Image

Cosmetic surgery is another area where the convergence of medicine and the American Dream is
vividly illustrated. The desire to look youthful and attractive is fueled by cultural ideals and media
portrayals of success.

Elliott critically examines how cosmetic procedures are normalized, sometimes despite risks and
ethical concerns, reflecting a societal obsession with appearance. This dynamic reveals how medicine
can become complicit in perpetuating unrealistic standards.

Lessons from Better Than Well for Today’s Healthcare
Landscape

Since the publication of *Better Than Well*, many of the issues Elliott raised have only intensified with
new technologies like CRISPR gene editing, personalized medicine, and the booming wellness
industry. His insights remain relevant for anyone interested in the ethical and cultural dimensions of
American healthcare.

Balancing Innovation with Ethical Responsibility

One of the key takeaways from Elliott’s work is the need to balance the exciting possibilities of
medical innovation with a strong ethical framework. As we develop new treatments and
enhancements, we must ask who benefits and whether these advances promote genuine wellbeing or
reinforce harmful societal pressures.



Promoting Equity in Healthcare Access

Addressing the disparities in access to both traditional healthcare and enhancement technologies is
critical. Policymakers, healthcare providers, and communities must work together to ensure that
advancements do not exacerbate existing inequalities but instead contribute to a more just
healthcare system.

Encouraging Critical Conversations About Health and Society

Finally, *Better Than Well* invites us to engage in ongoing conversations about what health means in
contemporary society. Is the pursuit of perfection a realistic or healthy goal? How do cultural ideals
shape our medical choices? By reflecting on these questions, we can foster a healthcare culture that
values both individual dignity and social justice.

---

Carl Elliott’s *Better Than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream* offers a profound
exploration of how medicine, culture, and ethics intertwine in the United States. Its examination of
enhancement medicine, consumerism, and ethical challenges continues to resonate, encouraging us
to think critically about the promises and pitfalls of modern healthcare in the pursuit of the American
Dream.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Carl Elliott's 'Better than Well:
American Medicine Meets the American Dream'?
The main theme of Carl Elliott's 'Better than Well' is the ethical and social implications of using
medical technology and pharmaceuticals to enhance human capabilities beyond normal health,
reflecting on how the American Dream influences perceptions of wellness and self-improvement.

How does Carl Elliott define 'better than well' in his book?
'Better than well' refers to the phenomenon where medical interventions are used not just to cure
illness but to improve and enhance human functioning beyond typical healthy levels, raising
questions about the goals and limits of medicine.

What concerns does Elliott raise about pharmaceutical
companies in 'Better than Well'?
Elliott criticizes pharmaceutical companies for promoting drugs that enhance performance or mood in
healthy individuals, often driven by profit motives rather than genuine medical need, which can lead
to over-medication and unrealistic expectations of constant self-improvement.



In what ways does 'Better than Well' connect American
medicine to the American Dream?
The book explores how American cultural ideals of success, productivity, and self-reliance shape the
demand for medical enhancements, suggesting that medicine is increasingly used as a tool to achieve
the American Dream of being better, faster, and stronger.

What ethical issues are highlighted in 'Better than Well'
regarding medical enhancements?
Elliott highlights ethical issues such as fairness, access, societal pressure to enhance, and the
potential loss of appreciation for human diversity and limitations, questioning whether medical
enhancements truly serve individual well-being or societal expectations.

How does Carl Elliott suggest society should approach the use
of enhancement technologies?
Elliott advocates for a cautious and critical approach to enhancement technologies, emphasizing the
need for public dialogue, ethical scrutiny, and policies that balance innovation with respect for human
dignity and social justice.

Additional Resources
Better Than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream by Carl Elliott – An Investigative
Review

better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott explores the
intricate relationship between medical advancements and the cultural ideals that shape American
society. In his compelling work, Carl Elliott delves into how the pursuit of perfection and enhancement
in medicine intersects with the longstanding mythos of the American Dream, raising critical questions
about ethics, identity, and societal expectations.

This article provides a thorough examination of Elliott’s arguments, analyzing his insights on
bioethics, consumerism in healthcare, and the pursuit of “better than well” health. By navigating
these complex themes, we uncover how contemporary American medicine is both influenced by and
influences the cultural narratives around success, self-improvement, and normative health.

Understanding the Premise of Better Than Well

At the core of Carl Elliott’s exploration is the concept of “better than well” — a state that transcends
traditional notions of health and wellness. Rather than simply aiming to cure disease or restore
baseline health, modern American medicine increasingly focuses on enhancement, optimization, and
even perfection. Elliott argues that this shift is not purely scientific but deeply cultural, rooted in the
American Dream’s promise of self-betterment and limitless potential.



The title itself, *Better Than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream*, encapsulates the
tension between medical innovation and cultural expectations. Elliott investigates how medical
interventions—ranging from cosmetic surgery to psychopharmacology—reflect broader societal
desires to not just survive but to thrive in an idealized sense.

The Intersection of Medicine and Consumer Culture

Elliott’s analysis foregrounds the role of consumerism as a driving force behind the “better than well”
phenomenon. In the United States, healthcare increasingly operates within a market-driven
framework, where patients become consumers seeking products and services promising
enhancement. This commercialization often blurs the boundaries between treatment and
enhancement, raising ethical and social questions.

Medicalization of Normalcy: Elliott discusses how normal human experiences and
traits—such as shyness, aging, or mood fluctuations—are frequently medicalized, encouraging
individuals to pursue pharmaceutical or surgical solutions.

Direct-to-Consumer Marketing: The proliferation of advertisements for drugs and
procedures creates a culture where individuals are constantly encouraged to optimize their
bodies and minds.

Access and Inequality: While some enjoy unprecedented medical options, disparities in
access highlight how the American Dream remains elusive for many.

This consumer-oriented model reinforces the idea that health is a commodity and enhancement is a
personal responsibility, tightly linking medical practices to the ethos of self-improvement embedded
in American culture.

Bioethics and the Pursuit of Enhancement

A significant portion of Elliott’s work is devoted to the ethical implications arising from the drive to be
“better than well.” As medical technologies enable enhancements that were once unimaginable, the
boundaries of ethical medicine come under scrutiny. Elliott raises critical concerns about autonomy,
consent, identity, and societal pressures.

Ethical Dilemmas in Enhancement Medicine

The pursuit of enhancements often confronts traditional medical ethics, which prioritize healing over
improvement. Elliott highlights several ethical challenges:

Informed Consent: Are patients fully aware of the risks and societal implications of1.



enhancement procedures?

Authenticity and Identity: Does medical enhancement alter an individual’s authentic self, or2.
is it an extension of personal autonomy?

Social Coercion: To what extent do cultural pressures compel individuals to seek3.
enhancements to remain competitive or socially accepted?

Justice and Fairness: How do disparities in access to enhancement technologies exacerbate4.
social inequalities?

Elliott’s nuanced approach urges readers to consider these questions beyond simplistic pro- or anti-
enhancement arguments, emphasizing the complex interplay of individual choice and societal
context.

Case Studies Illustrating Ethical Concerns

Throughout *Better Than Well*, Elliott presents case studies revealing the lived realities of
enhancement medicine:

Psychiatric Pharmaceuticals: The use of antidepressants and stimulants in healthy
individuals to boost mood or cognitive performance.

Cosmetic Surgery: Procedures aimed at aligning physical appearance with cultural ideals of
beauty and success.

Genetic and Neurological Interventions: Emerging technologies that promise to alter
intelligence or personality traits.

These examples underscore how the drive for enhancement is both a medical and cultural
phenomenon, shaped by the American Dream’s promise but fraught with ethical complexity.

The American Dream and Its Influence on Medicine

Elliott’s examination of *Better Than Well* is deeply embedded in the cultural context of the American
Dream — the notion that hard work and determination lead to success, upward mobility, and self-
fulfillment. This ideal permeates the medical landscape, influencing patient expectations, physician
practices, and healthcare policies.



Medicine as a Vehicle for Self-Actualization

In American society, health is more than a biological state; it is a key component of identity and
success. Elliott argues that medicine has evolved into a tool for self-actualization, allowing individuals
to pursue not just survival but excellence. This perspective reframes medicine as part of a broader
social narrative:

From Treatment to Enhancement: The medical goal shifts from curing illness to achieving
personal betterment aligned with cultural ideals.

Health as a Moral Obligation: Individuals are often seen as responsible for optimizing their
bodies and minds, reflecting the ethos of self-discipline inherent in the American Dream.

Competitive Edge: Medical enhancements are sometimes viewed as necessary to maintain or
improve one’s social and economic standing.

This alignment of medicine and the American Dream creates both opportunities and challenges,
encouraging innovation but also perpetuating unrealistic expectations.

Critiques of the American Dream in Medical Contexts

Elliott does not shy away from critiquing the darker side of this convergence. The relentless pursuit of
“better than well” can foster anxiety, commodification of the body, and marginalization of those who
cannot or choose not to engage in enhancement culture. Additionally, the ideal of perfectibility can
obscure structural issues affecting health, such as poverty, discrimination, and unequal access to
care.

By situating medicine within the framework of the American Dream, Elliott exposes how cultural
myths shape medical practice, often in ways that complicate ethical and social realities.

Implications for Future Healthcare

The insights presented in *Better Than Well* have profound implications for the future of American
healthcare. As biotechnology and pharmaceuticals advance, the line between treatment and
enhancement will continue to blur, demanding careful consideration from policymakers, healthcare
providers, and society at large.

Potential Benefits and Risks

Medical enhancements offer promising benefits, including improved quality of life, extended
longevity, and increased productivity. However, Elliott’s analysis cautions against uncritical
acceptance, highlighting risks such as:



Exacerbation of Health Inequities: Access to enhancements may deepen disparities
between socioeconomic groups.

Psychological Impact: Pressure to conform to idealized standards may lead to stress,
dissatisfaction, and identity crises.

Ethical Ambiguities: The normalization of enhancement challenges regulatory frameworks
and professional ethics.

These factors underscore the need for a balanced approach that respects individual autonomy while
addressing broader social consequences.

Shaping Policy and Public Discourse

Elliott’s work encourages a more informed and critical discourse on enhancement medicine.
Policymakers and health institutions must grapple with questions about:

Regulating enhancement technologies without stifling innovation.

Ensuring equitable access to both therapeutic and enhancement interventions.

Promoting public understanding of the ethical and social dimensions of “better than well”
medicine.

By fostering dialogue grounded in Elliott’s insights, society can better navigate the promises and
pitfalls of medical enhancement within the context of American cultural ideals.

Better Than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream by Carl Elliott remains a seminal
work that challenges readers to reconsider the evolving role of medicine. Its exploration of the
intersection between healthcare, ethics, and cultural narratives remains deeply relevant as America
continues to wrestle with what it means to be not just well, but better than well.

Better Than Well American Medicine Meets The American
Dream Carl Elliott

  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Better Than
Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream Carl Elliott, 2004-06-17 Elliott's
absorbing account will make readers think again about the ways that science shapes our personal
identities.—American Scientist Americans have always been the world's most anxiously enthusiastic
consumers of enhancement technologies. Prozac, Viagra, and Botox injections are only the latest

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-086/better-than-well-american-medicine-meets-the-american-dream-carl-elliott.pdf
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manifestations of a familiar pattern: enthusiastic adoption, public hand-wringing, an occasional
congressional hearing, and calls for self-reliance. In a brilliant diagnosis of our reactions to
self-improvement technologies, Carl Elliott asks questions that illuminate deep currents in the
American character: Why do we feel uneasy about these drugs, procedures, and therapies even
while we embrace them? Where do we draw the line between self and society? Why do we seek
self-realization in ways so heavily influenced by cultural conformity?
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Medicating
Modern America Andrea Tone, Elizabeth Siegel Watkins, 2007-01-08 With Americans paying more
than $200 billion each year for prescription pills, the pharmaceutical business is the most profitable
in the nation. The popularity of prescription drugs in recent decades has remade the doctor/patient
relationship, instituting prescription-writing and pill-taking as an integral part of medical practice
and everyday life. Medicating Modern America examines the meanings behind this pharmaceutical
revolution through the interconnected histories of eight of the most influential and important drugs:
antibiotics, mood stabilizers, hormone replacement therapy, oral contraceptives, tranquilizers,
stimulants, statins, and Viagra. All of these drugs have been popular, profitable, influential, and
controversial, and the authors take a historical approach to studying their development,
prescription, and consumption. This perspective locates the histories of prescription medicines in
specific cultural contexts while revealing the extent to which contemporary debates about
pharmaceutical drugs echo concerns voiced by Americans in the past. Exploring the rich and
multi-faceted history of pharmaceutical drugs in the United States, Medicating Modern America
unveils the untold stories behind America's pharmaceutical obsession. Contributors include: Robert
Bud, Jennifer R. Fishman, Jeremy A. Greene, David Healy, Suzanne White Junod, Ilina Singh, Andrea
Tone, and Elizabeth Siegel Watkins.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Plucked
Rebecca M. Herzig, 2016-11 From using clamshell razors and homemade lye depilatories in the
colonial era to using diode lasers and prescription pharmaceuricals in the twenty-first century,
Americans have gone to great lengths to remove body hair demmed unsightly, unattractive, or
unhealthy. In Plucked, Rebecca M. Herzig examines both the causes and consequences of routine
hair removal in the U.S. Plucked illuminates some of the broad social and environmental effects of
seemingly 'personal' choices: widespread experimentation on animals, exploitation of workers,
exacerbation of racial divisions, and more. An engrossing, multidimensional history of fulctural
attitudes toward body hair and the increasingly sophisticated tools used to remove it, Plucked
reveals the complex political significance of even the most mundane activities of modern life.--Back
cover.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Bioethics in
Canada, Third Edition Carol Collier, Rachel Haliburton, 2021-03-25 Now in its third edition,
Bioethics in Canada: A Philosophical Introduction offers a comprehensive overview of the
philosophical, historical, and medical concepts shaping contemporary debates on biomedical issues.
The text opens with an introduction to moral theory and bioethical principles, followed by
application of these theories and principles to real world ethical conflicts involving abortion,
distributive justice, genetics, reproductive technology, and other vital topics. A landmark case opens
each chapter, illuminating the many issues involved in these debates, as well as the philosophical
assumptions that shape them. Thoroughly updated to reflect recent political, medical, and cultural
changes, this third edition features new sections on Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD), the moral
philosophy of liberalism in bioethics, the Mad movement, CRISPR and gene editing, and expanded
content on mental health, rural and remote communities, and codes of conduct and codes of ethics.
Accessibly written with newly added case studies in the health care workplace, this text is an
insightful resource for courses in the disciplines of philosophy, health studies, medicine, and
nursing, providing a strong ethical foundation in an ever-changing field.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott:
Reactualising Emancipation in Contemporary Ethical Discourse Silvia Pierosara, 2024-05-22



Nowadays, emancipation evokes scenarios of an acquired freedom, and is closely linked to
autonomy. Emancipation as liberation and freedom imposes a reflection on the conditions in which
we live, as well as a question concerning what people can free themselves from and what is not
possible to liberate oneself from. This collection investigates the possibility of relating to
emancipation through the eyes of the ethicist. What does emancipation mean in the contemporary
moral and political landscape? How is emancipation possible, and from and towards what can
humankind aspire to emancipate? Which are the unattended promises of emancipation? Where,
when, and to whom can one speak of emancipation? Assuming a clear ethical and moral standpoint,
the contributions collected here reply to such questions, firstly by re-semantising this word and then
by re-placing it within different philosophical traditions.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: The Limits of
Medicine Andrew Stark, 2006-01-16 This book addresses the limits of medicine by examining two
mirror-image debates in tandem.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott:
Biotechnology and the Human Good C. Ben Mitchell, 2007-04-23 Some of humankind's greatest
tools have been forged in the research laboratory. Who could argue that medical advances like
antibiotics, blood transfusions, and pacemakers have not improved the quality of people's lives? But
with each new technological breakthrough there comes an array of consequences, at once predicted
and unpredictable, beneficial and hazardous. Outcry over recent developments in the reproductive
and genetic sciences has revealed deep fissures in society's perception of biotechnical progress.
Many are concerned that reckless technological development, driven by consumerist impulses and
greedy entrepreneurialism, has the potential to radically shift the human condition—and not for the
greater good. Biotechnology and the Human Good builds a case for a stewardship deeply rooted in
Judeo-Christian theism to responsibly interpret and assess new technologies in a way that answers
this concern. The authors jointly recognize humans not as autonomous beings but as ones
accountable to each other, to the world they live in, and to God. They argue that to question and
critique how fields like cybernetics, nanotechnology, and genetics might affect our future is not
anti-science, anti-industry, or anti-progress, but rather a way to promote human flourishing, common
sense, and good stewardship. A synthetic work drawing on the thought of a physician, ethicists, and
a theologian, Biotechnology and the Human Good reminds us that although technology is a powerful
and often awe-inspiring tool, it is what lies in the heart and soul of who wields this tool that truly
makes the difference in our world.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Bioproperty,
Biomedicine and Deliberative Governance Katerina Sideri, 2016-04-08 Biomedical patents have
been the subject of heated debate. Regulatory agencies such as the European Patent Office make
small decisions with big implications, which escape scrutiny and revision, when they decide who has
access to expensive diagnostic tests, whether human embryonic stem cells can be traded in markets,
and under what circumstances human health is more important than animal welfare. Moreover, the
administration of the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights by the World Trade
Organization has raised considerable disquiet as it has arguably created grave health inequities.
Those doubting the merits of the one size fits all approach ask whether priority should be given to
serving the present needs of populations in dire need of medication or to promoting global
innovation. The book looks in detail into the legal issues and ethical debates to ask the following
three main questions: First, what are the ideas, goals, and broader ethical visions that underpin
questions of governance and the legal reasoning employed by administrative agencies? Second, how
can we democratize the decision making process of technocratic institutions such as the European
Patent Office? Finally, how can we make the global intellectual property system more equitable? In
answering these questions the book seeks to contribute to our understanding of the role and
function of regulatory agencies in the regulation of the bioeconomy, explains the process of
interpretation of legal norms, and proposes ways to rethink the reform of the patent system through
the lens of legitimacy.



  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Global Issues
and Ethical Considerations in Human Enhancement Technologies Thompson, Steven John,
2014-04-30 With rapid advancements in human enhancement technologies, society struggles with
many issues, such as definition, effects, participation, regulation, and control. Current and future
initiatives in these technologies may not be in the participants� best interests; therefore, it is
imperative for research on humanitarian considerations to be available to those affiliated with this
field. Global Issues and Ethical Considerations in Human Enhancement Technologies compiles
prestigious research and provides a well-rounded composite of the field�s role in emerging
technologies. Addressing both present and future concerns, this publication serves as a valuable
reference work for researchers, students, professionals, and practitioners involved in computer
science and the humanities, as well as many engaged in a humanities approach to metasystems, new
artificial life, and robotics.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Bioethics: The
Basics Alastair V. Campbell, 2013-05-29 Bioethics: The Basics is an introduction to the foundational
principles, theories and issues in the study of medical and biological ethics. Readers are introduced
to bioethics from the ground up before being invited to consider some of the most controversial but
important questions facing us today. Topics addressed include: The range of moral theories
underpinning bioethics Arguments for the rights and wrongs of abortion, euthanasia and animal
research Healthcare ethics including the nature of the practitioner-patient relationship Public policy
ethics and the implications of global and public health Concise, readable and authoritative, this is
the ideal primer for anyone interested in the study of bioethics.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: The Rise of
Viagra Meika Loe, 2006-03 Drawing on interviews with men who take the drug, their wives, doctors
and pharmacists as well as scientists and researchers in the field, this fascinating account provides
an intimate history of the Viagra's effect on America.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: The
Disordered Mind George Graham, 2014-08-07 George Graham is contemporary philosophy’s most
gifted and humane writer. The Disordered Mind is a wise, deep, and thorough inquiry into the nature
of the human mind and the various ‘creaks, cracks, and crevices’ into which it is prone sometimes to
wander. Owen Flanagan, Duke University, USA The book is a success, it is consistently insightful
and humane, and conveys a clear understanding not only of relevant philosophical topics, but also of
a much more difficult issue, the relevance of those topics to understanding mental illness. Philip
Gerrans, University of Adelaide, Australia The Disordered Mind is a must read for anyone who is a
psychiatrist, psychologist, philosopher, neurologist, or mental health worker. Indeed, it is a must
read for any thoughtful person who simply desires to understand more deeply and more realistically
the workings of their own mind as well as the workings of the human mind in general. Richard
Garrett, Bentley University, USA Mental disorder raises profound questions about the nature of the
mind. The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness is the first
book to systematically examine and explain, from a philosophical standpoint, what mental disorder
is: its reality, causes, consequences, and more. It is also an outstanding introduction to philosophy of
mind from the perspective of mental disorder. Each chapter explores a central question or problem
about mental disorder, including: What is mental disorder and can it be distinguished from
neurological disorder? What roles should reference to psychological, cultural, and social factors play
in the medical/scientific understanding of mental disorder? What makes mental disorders
undesirable? Are they diseases? Mental disorder and the mind–body problem Is mental disorder a
breakdown of rationality? What is a rational mind? Addiction, responsibility and compulsion Ethical
dilemmas posed by mental disorder, including questions of dignity and self-respect. Each topic is
clearly explained and placed in both a clinical and philosophical context. Mental disorders discussed
include clinical depression, dissociative identity disorder, anxiety, religious delusions, and paranoia.
Several non-mental neurological disorders that possess psychological symptoms are also examined,
including Alzheimer’s disease, Down’s syndrome, and Tourette’s syndrome. Additional features, such



as chapter summaries and annotated further reading, provide helpful tools for those coming to the
subject for the first time. Throughout, George Graham draws expertly on issues that cut across
philosophy, science, and psychiatry. As such, The Disordered Mind is a superb introduction to the
philosophy of mental disorder for students of philosophy, psychology, psychiatry, and related mental
health professions. PHILOSOPHY/PSYCHOLOGY
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: The
Professional Guinea Pig Roberto Abadie, 2010-07-30 An ethnography focused on professional
guinea pigs, healthy, paid research subjects who earn their living by participating in multiple Phase I
clinical trials testing the safety of drugs in development.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: One of Us
Alice Domurat Dreger, 2005-10-31 One of Us views conjoined twinning and other “abnormalities”
from the point of view of people living with such anatomies, and considers these issues within the
larger historical context of anatomical politics. This deeply thought-provoking and compassionate
work exposes the extent of the social frame upon which we construct the “normal.”
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Eros and
Illness David B. Morris, 2017-02-27 When we or our loved ones fall ill, our world is thrown into
disarray, our routines are interrupted, our beliefs shaken. David Morris offers an unconventional,
deeply human exploration of what it means to live with, and live through, disease. He shows how
desire—emotions, dreams, stories, romance, even eroticism—plays a crucial part in illness.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: We've Got
Issues Judith Warner, 2011-02-01 A bold, brilliant, and provocative look at childhood medication by
New York Times bestselling author Judith Warner In Perfect Madness: Motherhood in the Age of
Anxiety, the bestselling author and former New York Times columnist Judith Warner explained
what's gone wrong with the culture of parenting, and her conclusions sparked a national debate on
how women and society view motherhood. Her new book, We've Got Issues: Children and Parents in
the Age of Medication, will generate the same kind of controversy, as she tackles a subject that's just
as contentious and important: Are parents and physicians too quick to prescribe medication to
control our children's behavior? Are we using drugs to excuse inept parents who can't raise their
children properly? What Warner discovered from the extensive research and interviewing she did for
this book is that passion on both sides of the issue is ideological and only tangentially about real
children, and she cuts through the jargon and hysteria to delve into a topic that for millions of
parents involves one of the most important decisions they'll ever make for their child. Insightful,
compelling, and deeply moving, We've Got Issues is for parents, doctors, and teachers-anyone who
cares about the welfare of today's children.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Vaccine Mark
A. Largent, 2012-09-01 A thoughtful evaluation of the vaccine debate, its history, and its
consequences. Since 1990, the number of mandated vaccines has increased dramatically. Today, a
fully vaccinated child will have received nearly three dozen vaccinations between birth and age six.
Along with the increase in number has come a growing wave of concern among parents about the
unintended side effects of vaccines. In Vaccine, Mark A. Largent explains the history of the debate
and identifies issues that parents, pediatricians, politicians, and public health officials must address.
Nearly 40% of American parents report that they delay or refuse a recommended vaccine for their
children. Despite assurances from every mainstream scientific and medical institution, parents
continue to be haunted by the question of whether vaccines cause autism. In response, health
officials herald vaccines as both safe and vital to the public's health and put programs and
regulations in place to encourage parents to follow the recommended vaccine schedule. For Largent,
the vaccine-autism debate obscures a constellation of concerns held by many parents, including
anxiety about the number of vaccines required (including some for diseases that children are
unlikely ever to encounter), unhappiness about the rigorous schedule of vaccines during well-baby
visits, and fear of potential side effects, some of them serious and even life-threatening. This book
disentangles competing claims, opens the controversy for critical reflection, and provides



recommendations for moving forward.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Faces Inside
and Outside the Clinic Tony McHugh, 2016-04-15 Drawing on studies of surface topography,
image editing, and diagnostic and surgical experience, Faces Inside and Outside the Clinic
addresses the notion of ’truth’ in what are considered to be ’right’ and ’wrong’ faces, whether in
clinical cosmetic procedures or in specific sociocultural contexts outside the clinic. With attention to
the manner in which the human face - and often the individual herself or himself as a consequence -
is physically defined, conceptually judged, numerically measured and clinically analysed, this book
reveals that on closer inspection, supposedly objective and evidential ’truths’ are in fact subjective
and prescriptive. Adopting a Foucauldian analysis of the ways in which ’normalising technologies’
and ’techniques’ ultimately preserve and expand upon an increasing array of ’abnormal’ facial
configurations, Faces Inside and Outside the Clinic shows that when determining ’right’ and ’wrong’
faces, what happens inside the clinic is inextricably linked to what happens outside the clinic - and
vice versa. As such, it will be of interest to scholars and students of social, cultural and political
theory, contemporary philosophy and the social scientific study of science, health and technology.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: Cosmetic
Surgery Cressida J. Heyes, Meredith Rachael Jones, 2009-01-01 Leading feminist scholars have been
brought together for the first time in this comprehensive volume to reveal the complexity of feminist
engagements with the exponentially growing cosmetic surgery phenomenon. Offering a diversity of
theoretical, methodological and political approaches Cosmetic Surgery: A Feminist Primer presents
not only the latest, cutting-edge research in this field but a challenging and unique approach to the
issue that will be of key interest to researchers across the social sciences and humanities.
  better than well american medicine meets the american dream carl elliott: The
Conscience of Care Dov Fox, 2025 American law categorically protects clinicians who invoke
conscience to refuse standard care, from Plan B to IVF. Yet clinicians enjoy no conscience
protections when they offer prohibited care, as in states that restrict abortion. Dov Fox exposes the
untenable logic of this lopsided system and argues for urgently needed reform.
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