
agriculture in world history mark b
tauger
Agriculture in World History Mark B Tauger: Exploring the Evolution of Farming and
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agriculture in world history mark b tauger is a phrase that immediately draws
attention to the significant work of historian Mark B. Tauger, who has contributed
extensively to our understanding of how agriculture shaped human civilizations over
millennia. His research dives deep into the complex interactions between environmental
conditions, technological advancements, and social changes that have influenced
agricultural development worldwide. By examining Tauger’s insights, we can gain a
clearer picture of how farming practices evolved, how they impacted economies and
societies, and why agriculture remains a cornerstone of human history.

Understanding Agriculture’s Role Through Mark
B Tauger’s Lens

Mark B Tauger approaches agriculture not just as a set of farming techniques but as a
transformative force that has continually reshaped societies, economies, and
environments. His work often emphasizes the interdependence between natural factors
such as climate and soil fertility and human innovation. This perspective helps us
appreciate agriculture’s role beyond simple food production, highlighting its importance in
social organization, trade, and even political power.

The Agricultural Revolution: More Than Just Planting
Seeds

Tauger’s analysis of the Agricultural Revolution challenges some of the traditional
narratives that paint this era as a sudden and uniform shift from hunting and gathering to
farming. Instead, he emphasizes the gradual and regionally diverse nature of this
transition. Agriculture in world history mark b tauger explains how early communities
experimented with various crops and domesticated animals over extended periods,
adapting to their specific environments.

For example, while wheat and barley cultivation began in the Fertile Crescent, rice
farming developed independently in East Asia. Tauger points out that these developments
were not isolated but often influenced by environmental pressures like droughts or soil
depletion, which pushed societies to innovate.



Environmental Challenges and Agricultural Adaptation

One of the most compelling aspects of Tauger’s work is his focus on environmental
challenges and how they shaped agricultural practices. Unlike some historians who treat
environmental factors as background conditions, Tauger places them front and center. He
documents how fluctuations in climate—such as the Little Ice Age or prolonged
droughts—forced farmers to adapt their methods or face famine.

This approach provides valuable insights for today’s agricultural challenges.
Understanding how past societies responded to environmental stress can inform modern
strategies for sustainable farming and climate resilience. Tauger’s perspective encourages
us to view agriculture as a dynamic system continuously interacting with its surroundings.

The Societal Impact of Agriculture in World
History Mark B Tauger

Agriculture, as explored by Tauger, was a driving force behind the formation of complex
societies. The ability to produce surplus food allowed populations to grow and diversify.
This surplus freed some individuals from food production, enabling the rise of specialized
professions, trade networks, and governance structures.

From Subsistence to Surplus: The Economic
Transformation

Tauger highlights that the transition from subsistence farming to surplus production did
not happen overnight. It was a nuanced process influenced by technological innovations
like the plow, irrigation systems, and crop rotation. These advancements increased
productivity and helped stabilize food supplies, which in turn supported urbanization and
state formation.

By examining archaeological records and historical data, Tauger shows how surplus
agricultural production became the foundation for early economies. Markets emerged, and
with them, new social hierarchies and political power structures.

Agricultural Innovations and Their Diffusion

Another key theme in agriculture in world history mark b tauger is the spread of
agricultural technologies and crops across regions. Tauger’s research traces the diffusion
of key innovations like iron tools, terracing, and fertilization practices. These
developments often moved along trade routes or through migration, transforming local
agriculture and societies.

For instance, the introduction of the heavy plow in medieval Europe revolutionized



farming by enabling cultivation of heavier soils, which previously had been less
productive. Similarly, the spread of maize from the Americas to other parts of the world
changed diets and farming systems globally.

Mark B Tauger’s Contributions to Agricultural
History and Modern Understanding

Tauger’s scholarship provides a valuable framework for both historians and agricultural
scientists. His work encourages a multidisciplinary approach to understanding how
agriculture has evolved and its ongoing impact on human life.

Bridging History and Environmental Science

One of the strengths of Tauger’s approach is his integration of environmental data with
historical analysis. By combining climate records, soil studies, and historical documents,
he reconstructs a more complete story of agricultural development. This method helps
identify patterns of resilience and vulnerability in farming systems.

For students and researchers interested in agriculture in world history mark b tauger
serves as a model for how to conduct rigorous, evidence-based historical inquiry that
remains relevant to contemporary concerns like food security and climate change.

Lessons for Sustainable Agriculture Today

Looking through Tauger’s work, it becomes clear that historical agricultural systems offer
valuable lessons for sustainability. Understanding how ancient farmers adapted to
environmental shifts, managed resources, and innovated under pressure can inspire
modern practices aimed at reducing environmental impact and maintaining food
production.

For example, traditional crop diversification and soil conservation techniques documented
in historical contexts are gaining renewed interest as part of sustainable agriculture
initiatives worldwide.

Exploring Agriculture in World History Mark B
Tauger: Key Takeaways

When engaging with the topic of agriculture in world history mark b tauger, several
important points stand out that enrich our appreciation of farming’s global legacy:



Gradual and region-specific development: Agriculture evolved differently across
regions based on environmental and social factors.

Environmental influence: Climate and natural resources played crucial roles in
shaping agricultural practices.

Technological innovation: Tools and techniques such as irrigation and plowing
were pivotal in increasing productivity.

Societal transformation: Surplus food production facilitated urbanization, trade,
and political complexity.

Diffusion of ideas and crops: Agricultural knowledge and species spread through
trade and migration.

Historical lessons for sustainability: Past farming adaptations offer insights for
modern challenges.

By keeping these themes in mind, anyone studying or interested in agriculture in world
history mark b tauger can appreciate the nuanced and interconnected factors that have
shaped human civilization.

Continuing the Conversation on Agriculture and
History

The exploration of agriculture in world history mark b tauger opens the door to a broader
understanding of our past and its relevance to today’s world. Whether you are a student,
researcher, or simply curious about the roots of farming, Tauger’s work provides a rich
foundation to explore how humanity has continually adapted to its environment through
agriculture.

As global challenges like climate change and food security become ever more pressing,
revisiting the lessons embedded in agricultural history remains not only fascinating but
essential for building a sustainable future. Through the lens of Mark B Tauger’s research,
we see agriculture as a living story of human ingenuity, resilience, and connection to the
land.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mark B. Tauger and what is his contribution to
the study of agriculture in world history?
Mark B. Tauger is a historian known for his work on agricultural history, particularly
focusing on Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. He has contributed to understanding



the development of agricultural practices, famines, and economic changes in world
history.

What themes does Mark B. Tauger explore in his
research on agriculture in world history?
Tauger explores themes such as the impact of political policies on agriculture, the causes
and consequences of famines, the evolution of agricultural technologies, and the socio-
economic transformations in rural societies.

How does Mark B. Tauger challenge traditional views on
famines in world history?
Tauger challenges the idea that famines are solely caused by natural disasters by
emphasizing the role of political decisions, economic structures, and social factors in
exacerbating or mitigating famines, especially in the context of the Soviet Union.

What is the significance of Tauger's work on Soviet
agricultural history?
Tauger's work sheds light on the complexities of Soviet agricultural policies, including
collectivization and its effects on productivity and rural communities, providing a nuanced
understanding of Soviet economic history and its global implications.

How does Mark B. Tauger's research contribute to our
understanding of global agricultural development?
His research offers insights into how different political regimes and historical contexts
have shaped agricultural practices and outcomes worldwide, highlighting the interplay
between environment, technology, and policy in agricultural development.

Where can one find Mark B. Tauger's publications on
agriculture in world history?
Mark B. Tauger's publications can be found in academic journals, history books focusing
on agricultural and Soviet history, as well as online academic databases such as JSTOR,
and some of his work is available through university press websites.

Additional Resources
**Agriculture in World History: Insights from Mark B. Tauger**

agriculture in world history mark b tauger serves as a pivotal phrase in understanding
the evolution of human societies through the lens of agricultural development. Mark B.
Tauger, a renowned historian and agrarian scholar, has extensively contributed to the
discourse on how agriculture shaped economic, social, and environmental transformations



across different epochs. His work delves into the complexities of agricultural practices,
the impact of technological innovations, and the nuanced relationship between human
populations and their ecosystems. This article explores Tauger’s perspectives, situating
agriculture within a global historical context and unraveling its multifaceted role in world
history.

Exploring the Foundations of Agriculture in
World History

Agriculture stands as one of the most significant milestones in human history, marking a
shift from nomadic hunter-gatherer lifestyles to settled civilizations. Mark B. Tauger’s
research emphasizes the gradual and regionally diverse emergence of agriculture,
challenging simplistic narratives that often portray it as a sudden or uniform phenomenon.
By analyzing archaeological evidence and historical records, Tauger highlights how
environmental conditions, technological advancements, and socio-political factors
collectively influenced early agricultural development.

One of the central themes in Tauger’s scholarship is the interplay between environmental
constraints and agricultural innovation. Contrary to deterministic views that attribute
agricultural success solely to favorable climates or rich soils, Tauger argues for a more
intricate understanding. He posits that early farmers often adapted to marginal lands and
variable climatic conditions, underscoring human agency and ingenuity. This perspective
enriches the broader study of agricultural history by acknowledging resilience and
adaptation as core elements.

Mark B. Tauger’s Approach to Agricultural Productivity
and Crisis

A significant aspect of Tauger’s work involves analyzing agricultural productivity and its
fluctuations over time. His examination of medieval and early modern famines, for
example, reveals how agricultural outputs were vulnerable to climatic shifts, pestilence,
and social upheaval. In particular, his studies often focus on Eastern Europe and Russia,
regions that experienced frequent agricultural crises.

Tauger’s insights challenge the notion that agricultural decline was primarily due to
technological stagnation or poor management. Instead, he points to external pressures
such as harsh winters, droughts, and political instability that exacerbated food shortages.
This nuanced analysis provides a valuable framework for understanding historical famines
beyond simplistic blame, illustrating the complex web of factors influencing agricultural
sustainability.

Technological Innovations and Agricultural



Transformation

Mark B. Tauger’s historical investigations extend into the realm of technological change
and its influence on agriculture. The transition from hand tools to plow-based cultivation,
the introduction of crop rotation systems, and the gradual mechanization of farming are
critical themes. Tauger’s work elucidates how these technological shifts were neither
linear nor uniform but varied significantly across regions and cultures.

For instance, the adoption of the heavy plow in Northern Europe transformed agricultural
productivity by enabling the cultivation of heavier soils previously unsuitable for farming.
Tauger’s analysis underscores how such innovations were contingent upon local
environmental conditions and socio-economic structures. This approach reveals the
diversity of agricultural experiences and the importance of context in historical
developments.

Comparative Perspectives on Global Agricultural
Histories

In the broader panorama of world history, Tauger’s research invites comparative analysis
of agricultural systems across continents. From the rice terraces of Southeast Asia to the
maize fields of Mesoamerica and the pastoral economies of Sub-Saharan Africa,
agriculture’s role in societal development varies widely.

Tauger’s emphasis on empirical data and regional specificity helps avoid
overgeneralizations, encouraging scholars to appreciate the complexity of agricultural
trajectories worldwide. His work suggests that while agriculture universally underpins
civilization, its manifestations are deeply embedded in cultural, ecological, and
technological contexts unique to each region.

Socio-Economic Implications of Agricultural
Development

The evolution of agriculture has had profound socio-economic consequences, a dimension
extensively explored in Tauger’s studies. The rise of surplus food production facilitated
population growth, urbanization, and the emergence of social hierarchies. Tauger
examines how agricultural productivity influenced wealth distribution, labor organization,
and political power structures.

Moreover, his work sheds light on the darker aspects of agricultural intensification, such
as land dispossession, labor exploitation, and environmental degradation. By tracing these
patterns historically, Tauger contributes to contemporary debates on sustainable
agriculture and food security, highlighting lessons from the past that remain relevant
today.



Environmental Impact and Agricultural Sustainability

Mark B. Tauger also addresses the environmental consequences of expanding agricultural
frontiers. Deforestation, soil erosion, and water management challenges are recurrent
themes in his analysis. He argues that understanding historical agricultural practices and
their ecological footprints is crucial for developing sustainable farming methods in the
present.

Tauger’s historical perspective reveals cycles of environmental stress and recovery
influenced by human activity. This awareness enriches discussions on balancing
agricultural productivity with ecological stewardship, demonstrating that sustainability
concerns are deeply rooted in historical experiences.

Key Takeaways from Mark B. Tauger’s
Contributions

Regional diversity: Agricultural development is highly context-dependent,
influenced by environmental, technological, and cultural factors unique to each area.

Human agency: Early farmers displayed remarkable adaptability and innovation,
challenging deterministic models of agricultural history.

Complex causality in crises: Agricultural productivity fluctuations and famines
result from multifaceted causes, including climate, politics, and social structures.

Technological evolution: Agricultural tools and methods evolved unevenly, shaped
by local needs and conditions.

Socio-economic dynamics: Agriculture’s role extends beyond food production to
shaping societal organization and power relations.

Environmental considerations: Historical agriculture has left lasting ecological
impacts, offering insights for contemporary sustainability.

The study of agriculture in world history through Mark B. Tauger’s lens invites a richer,
more nuanced understanding of how humanity’s relationship with the land has evolved.
His balanced, data-driven approach not only illuminates past agricultural practices but
also informs ongoing conversations about food systems, environmental challenges, and
societal resilience. In tracing the intricate pathways of agricultural history, Tauger’s
scholarship underscores the enduring significance of farming as a cornerstone of
civilization.



Agriculture In World History Mark B Tauger

  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Agriculture in World History Mark B. Tauger,
2020-11-22 Now in its second edition, Agriculture in World History presents a unique exploration of
farmers and farming, and their relationships to non-farmers and urban societies from the ancient
world to the 21st century. From its origins, civilization has depended on the food, fiber, and other
goods produced by farmers. This book illustrates how urban societies both exploited and supported
farmers, and together endured economic and environmental crises. Viewing farmers as the crucial
interface between civilization and the natural world, Mark Tauger examines the environmental
changes, political and social transformations, and scientific and technological developments in
farming. The second edition draws attention to the modern period, particularly the effects of war,
depression, and authoritarianism on world agriculture, scientific advances and the problems they
created, increased international competition between countries with the expanding role of
corporations, the threats posed by climate change, and some of agriculture's future prospects.
Accessibly written and following a chronological structure, the volume enables readers to easily gain
a foundational understanding of an important aspect of world history. This survey will be an
indispensable text for world history students and for anyone interested in the historical development
of the present agricultural and food crises.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Agriculture in World History Mark B. Tauger,
2010-11-01 Civilization from its origins has depended on the food, fibre, and other commodities
produced by farmers. In this unique exploration of the world history of agriculture, Mark B. Tauger
looks at farmers, farming, and their relationships to non-farmers from the classical societies of the
Mediterranean and China through to the twenty-first century. Viewing farmers as the most
important human interface between civilization and the natural world, Agriculture in World History
examines the ways that urban societies have both exploited and supported farmers, and together
have endured the environmental changes and crises that threatened food production. Accessibly
written and following a chronological structure, Agriculture in World History illuminates these
topics through studies of farmers in numerous countries all over the world from Antiquity to the
contemporary period. Key themes addressed include the impact of global warming, the role of
political and social transformations, and the development of agricultural technology. In particular,
the book highlights the complexities of recent decades: increased food production, declining
numbers of farmers, and environmental, economic, and political challenges to increasing food
production against the demands of a growing population. This wide-ranging survey will be an
indispensable text for students of world history, and for anyone interested in the historical
development of the present agricultural and food crises.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: The Atlantic Slave Trade in World History
Jeremy Black, 2015-03-12 In The Atlantic Slave Trade in World History, Jeremy Black presents a
compact yet comprehensive survey of slavery and its impact on the world, primarily centered on the
Atlantic trade. Opening with a clear discussion of the problems of defining slavery, the book goes on
to investigate the Atlantic slave trade from its origins to abolition, including comparisons to other
systems of slavery outside the Atlantic region and the persistence of modern-day slavery. Crucially,
the book does not ask readers to abandon their emotional ties to the subject, but puts events in
context so that it becomes clear how such an institution not only arose, but flourished. Black shows
that slavery and the slave trade were not merely add-ons to the development of Western civilization,
but intimately linked to it. In a vital and accessible narrative, The Atlantic Slave Trade in World
History enables students to understand this terrible element of human history and how it shaped the
modern world.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: The Oxford Handbook of Agricultural
History Jeannie M. Whayne, 2024 Agricultural history has enjoyed a rebirth in recent years, in part
because the agricultural enterprise promotes economic and cultural connections in an era that has
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become ever more globally focused, but also because of agriculture's potential to lead to conflicts
over precious resources. The Oxford Handbook of Agricultural History reflects this rebirth and
examines the wide-reaching implications of agricultural issues, featuring essays that touch on the
green revolution, the development of the Atlantic slave plantation, the agricultural impact of the
American Civil War, the rise of scientific and corporate agriculture, and modern exploitation of
agricultural labor.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Education in World History Mark S. Johnson,
Peter N. Stearns, 2022-09-01 Education in World History shows how broad currents in transnational
history have interacted with trends in educational organization and teaching practices over time.
From antiquity and early classical societies to present day, this book highlights the ways in which
changes in religious and intellectual life and economic patterns in key world regions have generated
developments in education. Since the postclassical period, cross-cultural connections have also
influenced educational change. In more recent times, transnational dialogues and mobility have
played a vital role in shaping educational patterns. Ranging through South and East Asia, Africa,
Europe and the Americas, the book also considers how the impact of modern forces, such as
industrialization and nationalism, have transformed education in fundamental ways. Throughout the
volume, Mark S. Johnson and Peter N. Stearns emphasize the tensions between elite and state
educational interests and more diverse popular demands for access and, often, for more innovative
pedagogy. Suitable for introductory world history and history of education courses, this lively
overview reconsiders the history of education from the perspective of world and comparative
history.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Migration in World History Patrick Manning,
Tiffany Trimmer, 2013 This book traces the connections among regions brought about by the
movement of people, diseases, crops, technology and ideas. Drawing on examples from a wide range
of geographical regions and thematic areas, noted world historian Patrick Manning guides the
reader through the earliest human migrations, including the earliest hominids, their development
and spread, and the controversy surrounding the rise of homo sapiens ; the rise and spread of major
language groups ; an examination of civilizations, farmers and pastoralists from 3000 BCE to 500 CE
; trade patterns including the early Silk Road and maritime trade in the Mediterrane and more.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: China and the West to 1600 Steven Wallech,
2016-02-23 A comparative history of Chinese and Western Civilization from the dawn of agriculture
to the dawn of modernity in Europe, China and the West to 1600 explores the factors that led to the
divergent evolution of two major cultures of the ancient world, and considers how the subsequent
developments saw one culture cling to tradition even as the other failed to do so, inadvertently
setting the stage for the birth of the Modern Era. An accessible and inventive comparative history,
suitable for all students at the college level as well as general readers Compares the history of
Chinese civilization with Western civilization from the rise of agriculture to the dawn of the modern
period Explores the ways in which Western failures in the Middle Ages after the Roman Empire’s
collapse, and China’s successes in the same period, laid the groundwork for each culture’s divergent
path in the modern period Makes meaningful connections between cultures and over time, through
the use of themes such as agriculture, philosophy, religion, and warfare and invasion Bridges the
gap between antiquity and modernity, looking at many factors of the global Middle Ages that
influenced the development of the modern world Features a timeline, maps, endnotes, and complete
index
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Science in World History James Trefil,
2012-03-12 In Science in World History, James Trefil presents a comprehensive, thematic survey of
the history of science from its roots in different cultures around the world through to the present
day. He explores crucial milestones in scientific development and at the same time examines the
enormous social and intellectual changes they initiated. Opening with a discussion of the key
elements of modern scientific enterprise, the book goes on to explore the earliest scientific activities,
moving through Greece and Alexandria, science in the Muslim world, and then on to Isaac Newton,



atomic theory and the major developments of the nineteenth century. After examining the most
recent scientific activities across the world, the book concludes by identifying future directions for
the field. Suitable for introductory courses and ideal for students new to the subject, this concise
and lively study reconsiders the history of science from the perspective of world and comparative
history.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Childhood in World History Peter N. Stearns,
2016-07-01 Taking a global look at what the category of childhood has meant from agricultural
societies to the present day, Childhood in World History offers a vital overview of this topical field.
Through comparative analysis, Peter Stearns facilitates a cross-cultural and transnational
understanding of attitudes towards the role of children in society, and how models of childhood have
developed throughout history. Engaging with issues around children’s role in the family and the
involvement of communal, national, educational, and global infrastructures, Stearns unpacks the
experience of childhood in the West, Asia, Latin America, and Africa. This expanded and updated
third edition includes: updated bibliographies and suggested readings expanded discussions of
religion and children’s rights a new chapter on families in developing economies in the early
twentieth century broadened discussions of childhood in Japan and in communist countries. With
expanded further reading lists, Stearns’s accessible text not only provides an overview of its field but
also offers a research guide for more specialized study. Concisely presented but broad in scope,
Stearns’s accessible text guides readers through the transformations of the concept of childhood.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Alcohol in World History Gina Hames,
2014-08-21 Presents a history of the effect of alcohol in world history and argues that the
production, trade, consumption, and regulation of alcohol has shaped virtually every civilization.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Human Rights in World History Peter N.
Stearns, 2012 The book goes on to describe the rise of the first modern-style human rights
statements, associated with the Enlightenment and contemporary antislavery and revolutionary
fervour.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Aging in World History David G. Troyansky,
2015-10-05 In Aging in World History, David G. Troyansky presents the first global history of aging.
At a time when demographic aging has become a source of worldwide concern, and more people are
reaching an advanced age than ever before, the history of old age helps us understand how we
arrived at the treatment of aging in the modern world. This concise volume expands that history
beyond the West to show how attitudes toward aging, the experiences of the aged, and relevant
demographic patterns have varied and coalesced over time and across the world. From the ancient
world to the present, this book introduces students and general readers to the history of aging on
two levels: the experience of individual men and women, and the transformation of populations. With
its attention to cultural traditions, medicalization, decades of historical scholarship, and current
gerontology, Aging in World History is the perfect starting point for an exploration of this
increasingly universal aspect of human experience.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Gender in World History Peter N. Stearns,
2015-03-02 Covering societies from classical times to the twenty-first century, Gender in World
History is a fascinating exploration of what happens to established ideas about men, women, and
gender roles when different cultural systems come into contact. The book breaks new ground to
facilitate a consistent approach to gender in a world history context. Now in its third edition, the
book has been thoroughly updated, including: expanded treatment of Africa under Islamic influence
expanded discussion of southeast Asia a new chapter on contemporary Latin America
representations of individual women engagement with recent work on gender history and theory.
With truly global coverage, this book enables students to understand how gender roles have varied
across the world and over time, and the vital role of gender in structuring social and political
relationships. Providing a succinct, current overview of the history of gender throughout the world,
Gender in World History remains essential reading for students of world history.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Peace in World History Peter Stearns,



2014-04-03 In Peace in World History, Peter N. Stearns examines the ideas of peace that have
existed throughout history, and how societies have sought to put them into practice. Beginning with
the status of peace in early hunter-gatherer and agricultural societies, and continuing through the
present day, the narrative gives students a clear view of the ways people across the world have
understood and striven to achieve peace throughout history. Topics covered include: Comparison of
the ‘pax Romana’ and ‘pax Sinica’ of Rome and China Concepts of peace in Buddhism, Christianity,
and Islam, and their historical impact The place of peace in the periods of expanding empires The
emergence, starting in the 19th century, of formal schemes to promote peace amid increasingly
destructive technologies for warfare Moving away from the view of history as a series of military
conflicts, Peace in World History offers a new way of looking at world history by focusing on peace.
Showing how concepts of peace have evolved over time even as they have been challenged by war
and conflict, this lively and engaging narrative enables students to consider peace as a human
possibility.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Handbook Global History of Work Karin
Hofmeester, Marcel van der Linden, 2017-11-20 Coffee from East Africa, wine from California,
chocolate from the Ivory Coast - all those every day products are based on labour, often produced
under appalling conditions, but always involving the combination of various work processes we are
often not aware of. What is the day-to-day reality for workers in various parts of the world, and how
was it in the past? How do they work today, and how did they work in the past? These and many
other questions comprise the field of the global history of work – a young discipline that is
introduced with this handbook. In 8 thematic chapters, this book discusses these aspects of work in
a global and long term perspective, paying attention to several kinds of work. Convict labour, slave
and wage labour, labour migration, and workers of the textile industry, but also workers'
organisation, strikes, and motivations for work are part of this first handbook of global labour
history, written by the most renowned scholars of the profession.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: A World Without Soil Jo Handelsman,
2021-11-23 A scientist’s manifesto addressing a soil loss crisis accelerated by poor conservation
practices and climate change This book by celebrated biologist Jo Handelsman lays bare the complex
connections among climate change, soil erosion, food and water security, and drug discovery.
Humans depend on soil for 95 percent of global food production, yet let it erode at unsustainable
rates. In the United States, China, and India, vast tracts of farmland will be barren of topsoil within
this century. The combination of intensifying erosion caused by climate change and the increasing
food needs of a growing world population is creating a desperate need for solutions to this crisis.
Writing for a nonspecialist audience, Jo Handelsman celebrates the capacities of soil and explores
the soil-related challenges of the near future. She begins by telling soil’s origin story, explains how it
erodes and the subsequent repercussions worldwide, and offers solutions. She considers lessons
learned from indigenous people who have sustainably farmed the same land for thousands of years,
practices developed for large-scale agriculture, and proposals using technology and policy
initiatives.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Ernst Bloch’s Speculative Materialism Cat
Moir, 2019-12-09 In Ernst Bloch’s Speculative Materialism: Ontology, Epistemology, Politics, Cat
Moir offers a new interpretation of the philosophy of Ernst Bloch. The reception of Bloch’s work has
seen him variously painted as a naïve realist, a romantic nature philosopher, a totalitarian thinker,
and an irrationalist whose obscure literary style stands in for a lack of systematic rigour. Moir
challenges these conceptions of Bloch by reconstructing the ontological, epistemological, and
political dimensions of his speculative materialism. Through a close, historically contextualised
reading of Bloch’s major work of ontology, Das Materialismusproblem, seine Geschichte und
Substanz (The Materialism Problem, its History and Substance), Moir presents Bloch as one of the
twentieth century’s most significant critical thinkers.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Economic Activities Under the Japanese
Colonial Empire Minoru Sawai, 2016-05-27 The main focus of this edited volume is an examination



of dynamic relationships among Japan, Taiwan, Korea, and the northeastern region of China, and the
economic development of each area in East Asia from the 1910s to the end of World War II. The
development of foreign trade in East Asia, the relations between industrialization and consumption
in Korea, the transactions in fertilizers and the development of small-scale industries in Taiwan are
precisely examined. At present, East Asia is a major economic center of the world. It is necessary to
look closely not only at both sides of the “exploitation or development under colonization” paradigm
but also at the prewar factors that spurred East Asian economic growth in the postwar decades. A
noteworthy characteristic of the Japanese colonial empire was the close economic and geographic
relations among Japan, Taiwan, Korea, and the northeastern region of China. Economic integration
within the empire strengthened considerably in the interwar years and remained high even during
the war as compared to that in European countries and their colonies. What was the irreversible
change in each colonial economy by means of forced incorporation into the Japanese empire? What
was the impact on economic subjects such as merchants, manufacturers, managers, and workers
through the colonial regime? This book provides readers with broad perspectives that are
indispensable given that the factors discussed herein are the historical origins of current issues.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Evolution Made to Order Helen Anne,
2016-11-11 Plant breeders have long sought technologies to extend human control over nature.
Early in the twentieth century, this led some to experiment with startlingly strange tools like x-ray
machines, chromosome-altering chemicals, and radioactive elements. Contemporary reports
celebrated these mutation-inducing methods as ways of generating variation in plants on demand.
Speeding up evolution, they imagined, would allow breeders to genetically engineer crops and
flowers to order. Creating a new food crop or garden flower would soon be as straightforward as
innovating any other modern industrial product. In Evolution Made to Order, Helen Anne Curry
traces the history of America’s pursuit of tools that could intervene in evolution. An immersive
journey through the scientific and social worlds of midcentury genetics and plant breeding and a
compelling exploration of American cultures of innovation, Evolution Made to Order provides vital
historical context for current worldwide ethical and policy debates over genetic engineering.
  agriculture in world history mark b tauger: Peasants in World History Eric Vanhaute,
2021-03-22 This is the first world history of peasants. Peasants in World History analyzes the
multiple transformations of peasant life through history by focusing on three primary areas: the
organization of peasant societies, their integration within wider societal structures, and the
changing connections between local, regional and global processes. Peasants have been a vital
component in human history over the last 10,000 years, with nearly one-third of the world’s
population still living a peasant lifestyle today. Their role as rural producers of ever-new surpluses
instigated complex and often-opposing processes of social and spatial change throughout the world.
Eric Vanhaute frames this social change in a story of evolving peasant frontiers. These frontiers
provide a global comparative-historical lens to look at the social, economic and ecological changes
within village-systems, agrarian empires and global capitalism. Bringing the story of the peasantry
up through the modern period and looking to the future, the author offers a succinct overview with
students in mind. This book is recommended reading to anyone interested in the history and future
of peasantries and is a valuable addition to undergraduate and graduate courses in World History,
Global Economic History, Global Studies and Rural Sociology.
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