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**A History of Pastoral Care in America: Insights from E. Brooks Holifield**

a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield offers a fascinating
journey through the development of pastoral counseling and spiritual care in
the United States. This topic not only reveals the evolution of religious and
therapeutic practices but also highlights how pastors and clergy have
responded to the changing needs of their congregations and society at large.
E. Brooks Holifield, a renowned historian of American religion, provides
invaluable perspectives on how pastoral care has been shaped by cultural,
theological, and social forces over the centuries.

Exploring this history helps us understand the roots of modern pastoral
counseling and the role of clergy in nurturing spiritual and emotional well-
being. It also sheds light on how religious leaders have adapted their
approaches to meet the challenges of different historical periods, from
colonial times through the 20th century.

The Origins of Pastoral Care in Early America

Pastoral care in America has its origins in the colonial era when clergy
played a central role in community life. Ministers were not only spiritual
leaders but also counselors, educators, and moral guides. In these early
days, pastoral care was deeply intertwined with Puritan values, emphasizing
repentance, moral discipline, and community cohesion.

The Role of Clergy in Colonial Communities

Clergy in the 17th and 18th centuries often served multiple roles beyond
preaching. They provided guidance on personal and family matters, helped
resolve disputes, and offered support during crises such as illness or death.
This comprehensive form of care was rooted in a theological understanding
that the pastor’s duty extended to the whole person—body, mind, and soul.

Religious Foundations and Pastoral Practices

The theological framework of pastoral care during this period was heavily
influenced by Calvinism and Puritanism. Pastors used sermons and catechisms
to instruct congregants, emphasizing the importance of personal piety and
communal responsibility. Pastoral visits were frequent and aimed at both
spiritual encouragement and moral correction.



E. Brooks Holifield’s Contributions to
Understanding Pastoral Care

E. Brooks Holifield stands out as a pivotal scholar who has illuminated the
history of pastoral care in America through his extensive research and
writings. His work provides a detailed examination of how pastoral care
evolved alongside changes in American religious life and social conditions.

Holifield’s Approach to Historical Theology and
Pastoral Ministry

Holifield’s scholarship bridges the gap between theology and history, showing
how theological ideas about care were practically applied by pastors. He
highlights the dynamic interaction between doctrine and pastoral practice,
revealing how pastors adapted their methods to address new challenges, such
as urbanization and industrialization.

The Shift from Moral Discipline to Emotional Support

One of Holifield’s key insights is the transition from a strict, discipline-
oriented form of pastoral care to a more compassionate, psychology-informed
approach in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This shift reflected
broader cultural changes, including the rise of psychology, the social gospel
movement, and changing views on human nature and suffering.

The 19th Century: Transformation and
Professionalization of Pastoral Care

The 19th century marked a significant turning point in the history of
pastoral care in America. Industrial growth, urbanization, and social
upheaval created new pastoral challenges, prompting clergy to rethink their
roles and responsibilities.

Emergence of Pastoral Counseling

As mental health awareness grew, pastors increasingly engaged in counseling
that went beyond spiritual advice to address emotional and psychological
issues. The development of seminaries and institutions dedicated to training
clergy in pastoral counseling techniques was crucial during this time.



The Influence of the Social Gospel Movement

The Social Gospel movement brought a renewed focus on social justice, poverty
alleviation, and community welfare within pastoral care. Clergy began to see
their role as agents of social change, integrating care for the individual
with concern for broader societal well-being.

20th Century Developments and the Impact of
Psychology

In the 20th century, pastoral care underwent further transformation as
psychology and psychiatry gained prominence. The relationship between
religion and mental health became more complex, leading to new models of care
that combined spiritual guidance with psychological insight.

Integration of Psychological Concepts

Pastors started to incorporate psychological theories and counseling
techniques into their practice. This interdisciplinary approach enriched
pastoral care, allowing ministers to address deeper emotional and mental
health issues effectively.

Training and Education in Pastoral Care

The establishment of clinical pastoral education (CPE) programs and pastoral
counseling centers marked a professionalization of pastoral care. These
programs emphasized practical skills, self-awareness, and interdisciplinary
collaboration, preparing clergy to work in hospitals, prisons, and other
institutional settings.

Legacy of a History of Pastoral Care in America
E. Brooks Holifield

Holifield’s historical analysis provides a valuable framework for
understanding the current state of pastoral care. His work underscores the
importance of context, theology, and culture in shaping how care is
delivered. For modern pastors and counselors, appreciating this history
offers insights into how to balance tradition and innovation.



Lessons for Contemporary Pastoral Ministry

- **Adaptability:** Just as pastors in the past adapted to societal changes,
today’s clergy must be flexible in responding to new challenges such as
digital communication and multicultural congregations.
- **Holistic Care:** Emphasizing the integration of spiritual, emotional, and
social care remains crucial for effective pastoral ministry.
- **Ongoing Education:** Continuous learning about psychology, theology, and
cultural trends can enhance pastoral effectiveness and relevance.

The Continuing Evolution of Pastoral Care

The history of pastoral care in America, as illuminated by E. Brooks
Holifield, shows a tradition marked by growth and change. Pastoral care
continues to evolve, influenced by advances in mental health, shifts in
religious practice, and societal transformations. Understanding this history
enriches our appreciation for the vital role pastoral care plays in nurturing
the well-being of individuals and communities.

With these reflections, we gain a deeper respect for the pastoral vocation
and the rich heritage that informs contemporary spiritual care and counseling
in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is E. Brooks Holifield and what is his
contribution to the history of pastoral care in
America?
E. Brooks Holifield is a noted historian and scholar who has extensively
researched and written about the history of pastoral care in America,
highlighting its development within religious and cultural contexts.

What time periods does 'A History of Pastoral Care
in America' by E. Brooks Holifield cover?
The book covers the evolution of pastoral care in America from colonial times
through the 20th century, examining various social, theological, and cultural
influences.

How does Holifield's work explain the relationship



between theology and pastoral care in American
history?
Holifield explores how theological shifts, such as the rise of evangelicalism
and modernism, shaped pastoral care practices, emphasizing the interplay
between religious beliefs and caregiving methods.

What are some key themes discussed in 'A History of
Pastoral Care in America'?
Key themes include the professionalization of pastoral care, the impact of
social changes on ministry, the role of counseling, and the integration of
psychology and religion in caregiving.

Why is 'A History of Pastoral Care in America'
important for contemporary pastoral counselors and
religious leaders?
The book provides essential historical context that helps contemporary
pastoral counselors and religious leaders understand the origins and
evolution of their practices, enabling them to adapt and respond effectively
to modern pastoral challenges.

Additional Resources
**A History of Pastoral Care in America: E. Brooks Holifield’s Pioneering
Scholarship**

a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield has emerged as a
cornerstone in understanding the evolution of pastoral ministry in the United
States. E. Brooks Holifield, a distinguished historian and theologian, has
extensively chronicled the trajectory of pastoral care, shedding light on its
theological foundations, cultural transformations, and institutional
developments from colonial times to the modern era. His work not only maps
the historical contours of pastoral care but also critically engages with its
practical and spiritual dimensions, making it indispensable for scholars,
clergy, and students of American religious history alike.

Tracing the Origins: Pastoral Care in Early
America

Holifield’s research situates pastoral care within the broader framework of
American religious life, emphasizing its roots in European Protestant
traditions. The early colonial period, marked by Puritan and



Congregationalist influences, introduced a form of pastoral care deeply
intertwined with community discipline and spiritual oversight. Pastors served
not only as preachers but also as moral guides and counselors, responsible
for the souls of their congregants.

E. Brooks Holifield’s historical analysis reveals how pastoral care initially
focused on the maintenance of doctrinal purity and social order rather than
individualized counseling. The pastoral role was communal and authoritative,
often enforcing religious conformity. This contrasts sharply with later
developments where pastoral care evolved into a more personal and therapeutic
engagement.

Theological Foundations and Shifts

A significant contribution of Holifield’s scholarship is his exploration of
the theological underpinnings of pastoral care in America. Drawing on works
such as “A History of Pastoral Care in America,” he highlights how concepts
like divine providence, sin, and redemption shaped pastoral practices. The
Calvinist emphasis on predestination and communal salvation framed early
pastoral care as an exercise in spiritual vigilance.

However, as American religious pluralism expanded, so did the theology of
pastoral care. Holifield documents the gradual shift from a strictly
doctrinal approach to one that embraces psychological insight and individual
well-being. The rise of denominational diversity, from Methodism to
Catholicism, introduced varying pastoral models that reflected differing
understandings of grace, healing, and human nature.

The Evolution of Pastoral Care Through the 19th
and 20th Centuries

The 19th century witnessed profound changes in American society, including
urbanization, industrialization, and the growth of professional education.
Holifield’s historical narrative captures how these societal shifts
influenced pastoral care, prompting a transformation from a primarily
spiritual role to one incorporating social and psychological dimensions.

Professionalization and Institutionalization

One of the critical themes in Holifield’s work is the professionalization of
pastoral care. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, seminaries and
theological schools began formalizing pastoral training programs. This period
saw the emergence of pastoral counseling as a recognized discipline,
integrating emerging psychological theories with traditional theological



education.

Holifield identifies key figures and institutions that pioneered this
movement, noting both the benefits and challenges. On the positive side,
professionalization enhanced the efficacy and credibility of pastoral care,
equipping clergy with tools to address mental health and social issues.
Conversely, it also introduced tensions between maintaining spiritual
authority and adopting secular psychological methods.

Pastoral Care and Social Reform

The Progressive Era and subsequent decades saw clergy actively engaged in
social reform movements, from abolitionism to civil rights. Holifield’s
historical account underscores how pastoral care expanded beyond the pulpit
into community activism and social welfare. Ministers and pastoral counselors
increasingly addressed systemic injustices and advocated for marginalized
populations.

This broadening of pastoral care raised complex questions about the pastor’s
role—balancing spiritual guidance with social advocacy. Holifield’s
scholarship critically examines how different denominations and leaders
navigated this terrain, revealing both collaboration and conflict within
American Christianity.

Contemporary Perspectives and Holifield’s
Legacy

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, pastoral care in America continues
to evolve amidst cultural pluralism, technological advances, and changing
congregational expectations. Holifield’s historical framework offers valuable
insights for understanding these contemporary dynamics.

Integrating Psychology and Spirituality

Modern pastoral care often involves integrating psychological counseling with
spiritual support. Holifield’s work traces the origins of this integration,
demonstrating how early resistance gave way to a more holistic approach.
Today’s pastoral caregivers frequently collaborate with mental health
professionals, reflecting a synthesis of faith and science.

Challenges and Opportunities



Holifield’s historical analysis implicitly prompts reflection on the current
challenges facing pastoral care, such as secularization, declining church
membership, and cultural diversity. His scholarship encourages religious
leaders to appreciate the adaptive nature of pastoral care throughout history
and to innovate in ways that remain faithful to core spiritual values while
addressing contemporary needs.

Historical depth: Holifield provides a thorough chronological account,
allowing readers to understand pastoral care’s evolution within American
religious history.

Interdisciplinary approach: His incorporation of theology, sociology,
and psychology offers a comprehensive view of pastoral care’s
development.

Critical engagement: Holifield does not simply celebrate pastoral care’s
progress but also critically examines its limitations and tensions.

E. Brooks Holifield’s scholarship on the history of pastoral care in America
remains a vital resource, bridging academic inquiry and practical ministry.
His work invites ongoing discussion about how pastoral care can continue to
meet the spiritual and emotional needs of diverse American communities while
honoring its rich historical legacy.

A History Of Pastoral Care In America E Brooks Holifield

  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: A History of Pastoral Care in
America E. Brooks Holifield, 2005-11-01 Here, for the first time, the development of pastoral care as
a discipline has been documented. Dr. Holifield details the shift in emphasis from saving souls to
supporting individuals in self-realization, and in the process raises thought-provoking questions
about the preoccupation with psychological methodology evident in modern society and clergy.
Every pastor wittingly or unwittingly adopts some 'theory' of pastoral counseling, whether it be
derived from the seventeenth century or from the twentieth, says Dr. Holifield. From colonial
America's intellectual approach to today's therapeutic self culture, he explores those theories.
Theological, social, economic, and psychological threads are interwoven with fascinating
conversational examples to show how Protestantism helped to form--and was influenced
by--changing social orders. Broad in scope, scholarly in detail, yet immensely readable, this is an
important book for clinical pastoral educators, students, professionals--everyone interested in
church and social history.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: The Bloomsbury Guide to Pastoral
Care Bernadette Flanagan, Sharon Thornton, 2014-03-27 One-stop reference work for clergy,
pastoral workers, and all those in caring professions for whom healing and spiritual growth in the
midst of daily life challenges is important.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: A History of Preaching Volume 1
Rev. O.C. Edwards JR., 2016-04-25 A History of Preaching brings together narrative history and
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primary sources to provide the most comprehensive guide available to the story of the church's
ministry of proclamation. Bringing together an impressive array of familiar and lesser-known
figures, Edwards paints a detailed, compelling picture of what it has meant to preach the gospel.
Pastors, scholars, and students of homiletics will find here many opportunities to enrich their
understanding and practice of preaching. Volume 1 contains Edwards's magisterial retelling of the
story of Christian preaching's development from its Hellenistic and Jewish roots in the New
Testament, through the late-twentieth century's discontent with outdated forms and emphasis on
new modes of preaching such as narrative. Along the way the author introduces us to the
complexities and contributions of preachers, both with whom we are already acquainted, and to
whom we will be introduced here for the first time. Origen, Chrysostom, Augustine, Bernard,
Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Edwards, Rauschenbusch, Barth; all of their distinctive
contributions receive careful attention. Yet lesser-known figures and developments also appear,
from the ninth-century reform of preaching championed by Hrabanus Maurus, to the reference
books developed in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries by the mendicant orders to assist their
members' preaching, to Howell Harris and Daniel Rowlands, preachers of the eighteenth-century
Welsh revival, to Helen Kenyon, speaking as a layperson at the 1950 Yale Beecher lectures about the
view of preaching from the pew. Volume 2, available separately as 9781501833786, contains
primary source material on preaching drawn from the entire scope of the church's twenty centuries.
The author has written an introduction to each selection, placing it in its historical context and
pointing to its particular contribution. Each chapter in Volume 2 is geared to its companion chapter
in Volume 1's narrative history. Ecumenical in scope, fair-minded in presentation, appreciative of the
contributions that all the branches of the church have made to the story of what it means to develop,
deliver, and listen to a sermon, A History of Preaching will be the definitive resource for anyone who
wishes to preach or to understand preaching's role in living out the gospel. ...'This work is expected
to be the standard text on preaching for the next 30 years,' says Ann K. Riggs, who staffs the NCC's
Faith and Order Commission. Author Edwards, former professor of preaching at Seabury-Western
Theological Seminary, is co-moderator of the commission, which studies church-uniting and
church-dividing issues. 'A History of Preaching is ecumenical in scope and will be relevant in all our
churches; we all participate in this field,' says Riggs.... from EcuLink, Number 65, Winter 2004-2005
published by the National Council of Churches
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: A History of Preaching Otis Carl
Edwards, 2004 Accompanying CD-ROM contains the full text of volume one and two. Volume two
contains primary source material on preaching drawn from the entire scope of the church's twenty
centuries. Each chapter in volume two is geared to its companion chapter in volume one's narrative
history.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Jews and the American Soul
Andrew R. Heinze, 2021-03-09 What do Joyce Brothers and Sigmund Freud, Rabbi Harold Kushner
and philosopher Martin Buber have in common? They belong to a group of pivotal and highly
influential Jewish thinkers who altered the face of modern America in ways few people recognize. So
argues Andrew Heinze, who reveals in rich and unprecedented detail the extent to which Jewish
values, often in tense interaction with an established Christian consensus, shaped the country's
psychological and spiritual vocabulary. Jews and the American Soul is the first book to recognize the
central role Jews and Jewish values have played in shaping American ideas of the inner life. It
overturns the widely shared assumption that modern ideas of human nature derived simply from the
nation's Protestant heritage. Heinze marshals a rich array of evidence to show how individuals
ranging from Erich Fromm to Ann Landers changed the way Americans think about mind and soul.
The book shows us the many ways that Jewish thinkers influenced everything from the human
potential movement and pop psychology to secular spirituality. It also provides fascinating new
interpretations of Sigmund Freud, Alfred Adler, and Western views of the psyche; the clash among
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish moral sensibilities in America; the origins and evolution of
America's psychological and therapeutic culture; the role of Jewish women as American public



moralists, and more. A must-read for anyone interested in the contribution of Jews and Jewish
culture to modern America.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Introduction to Pastoral
Counseling Loren L. Townsend, 2009 An in-depth look at who pastoral caregivers are, what they
do, and how and why they do it
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Moving Beyond Individualism in
Pastoral Care and Counseling Barbara J McClure, 2011-10-27 Despite astute critiques and
available resources for alternative modes of thinking and practicing, individualism continues to be a
dominating and constraining ideology in the field of pastoral psychotherapy and counseling. Philip
Rieff was one of the first to highlight the negative implications of individualism in psychotherapeutic
theories and practices. As heirs and often enthusiasts of the Freudian tradition of which Rieff and
others are critical, pastoral theologians have felt the sting of his charge, and yet the empirical
research that McClure presents shows that pastoral-counseling practitioners resist change. Their
attempts to overcome an individualistic perspective have been limited and ineffective because
individualism is embeddedin the field's dominant theological and theoretical resources, practices,
and organizational arrangements. Only a radical reappraisal of these will make possible pastoral
counseling practices in a post-individualistic mode. McClure proposes several critical
transformations: broadening and deepening the operative theologies used to guide the healing
practice, expanding the role of the pastoral counselor, reimagining the operative anthropology,
reclaiming sin and judgment, nuancing the particularagainst the individual, rethinking the ideal
outcome of the practices, and reimagining the organizational structures that support the practices.
Only this level of revisioning will enable this ministry of the church to move beyond its individualistic
limitations and offer healing in more complex, effective, and socially adequate ways.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Understanding Pastoral
Counseling Elizabeth A. Maynard, PhD, Jill L. Snodgrass, PhD, 2015-06-09 Print+CourseSmart
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Clergy Education in America
Larry Abbott Golemon, 2021 Golemon traces the history of educating the clergy in Protestant,
Catholic, and Jewish traditions over the course of three centuries. He covers not only elite
Euro-American institutions but also the educating of African Americans, women, and working-class
white leaders. His vision of ministers, priests, and rabbi as participants in the civic culture of the
nation recovers and refurbishes a long tradition.-- Pg 4 of cover.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: The Professionalization of
Pastoral Care T. Dale Johnson, 2020-07-21 When the organization and structure of the church in
America was altered in the early 1900s to meet modern demands, the role of the pastorate became
more specialized to adapt to the burdens of the new, “efficient” structure. In 1920, Gaines Dobbins
utilized the business efficiency model at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary to formulate a
distinct ecclesiology. Discontent with traditional methods of instruction in theological education,
Dobbins sought to implement theories and methodologies from modern educationalists. He adopted
a psychologized educational methodology and utilized the psychology of religion as an empirical
measure of the soul, human nature, and human behavior. Use of the social sciences seemed to grant
Dobbins, as a practitioner, academic respectability within the realm of theological education. Both
the professionalization that resulted from Dobbins’s efficiency standards, and a working theory of
human nature derived from psychological models, were synthesized into a specialized system of
pastoral care. Dobbins followed the new shape of pastoral theology in America, adopting Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE) as the model for pastoral training. As a result, CPE became an integral
part of the curriculum at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary for over sixty years, and spread to
influence many other SBC entities.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Many Voices Pamela
Cooper-White, 2006-11 This book is a full scale disciplinary framework for pastoral
psychotherapists/pastoral counselors at intermediate and advanced levels of clinical training and
also for experienced pastoral counselors and psychotherapists in professional practice. It harvests



the great potential of postmodern sensibilities to help, accompany, and support individuals, couples,
and families in recognizing and healing especially painful psychic wounds, and/or longstanding
patterns of self-defeating relationships to self and others. Pamela Cooper-White's widely praised
work, which has always integrated cutting-edge notions from the social sciences into pastoral
therapy, here takes a distinctive and promising turn toward the relational and the theological.
Pastoral psychotherapy, she argues, needs to find its framework in a strongly relational idea of the
person, God, and health. Illustrated throughout by four key case studies, Cooper-White shows in Part
1 how multiplicity and relationality provide a dynamic and exciting way of viewing human potential
and pain. In Part 2 she unfolds the practical applications of this paradigm for a strongly empathic
therapeutic relationship and process.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Against the Grain Michael
Goldberg, 2001-10-05 This book challenges current thinking on professional ethics and suggests new
ways of looking at ethical issues. The contributors to the volume (Michael Goldberg, Richard P.
Vance, Deborah Fernhoff, Nancey Murphy, Theophus H. Smith, Jack L. Sammons Jr., William H.
Willimon, and Senator John C. Danforth) are outstanding representatives of their respective
professions. In this book, using the categories of religion and narrative as methodological tools, they
move readers to a more responsive, hopeful, and truthful conduct of the professions.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: The Age of Atheists Peter
Watson, 2014-02-18 A Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2014 From one of England’s most
distinguished intellectual historians comes “an exhilarating ride…that will stand the test of time as a
masterful account of” (The Boston Globe) one of the West’s most important intellectual movements:
Atheism. In 1882, Friedrich Nietzche declared that “God is dead” and ever since tens of thousands of
brilliant, courageous, thoughtful individuals have devoted their creative energies to devising ways to
live without God with self-reliance, invention, hope, wit, and enthusiasm. Now, for the first time,
their story is revealed. A captivating story of contest, failure, and success, The Age of Atheists
sweeps up William James and the pragmatists; Sigmund Freud and psychoanalysis; Pablo Picasso,
James Joyce, and Albert Camus; the poets of World War One and the novelists of World War Two;
scientists, from Albert Einstein to Stephen Hawking; and the rise of the new Atheists—Dawkins,
Harris, and Hitchens. This is a story of courage, of the thousands of individuals who, sometimes at
great risk, devoted tremendous creative energies to devising ways to fill a godless world with
self-reliance, invention, hope, wit, and enthusiasm. Watson explains how atheism has evolved and
reveals that the greatest works of art and literature, of science and philosophy of the last century
can be traced to the rise of secularism. From Nietzsche to Daniel Dennett, Watson’s stirring
intellectual history manages to take the revolutionary ideas and big questions of these great minds
and movements and explain them, making the connections and concepts simple without being
simplistic. The Age of Atheists is “highly readable and immensely wide-ranging…For anybody who
has wondered about the meaning of life…an enthralling and mind-expanding experience” (The
Washington Post).
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Empathy Susan Lanzoni,
2018-01-01 Empathy: A History tells the fascinating and largely unknown story of the first
appearance of empathy in 1908 and tracks its shifting meanings over the following century. Despite
the word's ubiquity today, few realize that it began as a translation of Einfühlung (in-feeling), a term
in German psychological aesthetics that described how spectators projected their own feelings and
movements into objects of art and nature. Remarkably, this early conception of empathy transformed
into its opposite over the ensuing decades. Social scientists and clinical psychologists refashioned
empathy to require the deliberate putting aside of one's feelings to more accurately understand
another's. By the end of World War II, interpersonal empathy entered the mainstream, appearing in
advice columns, popular radio and TV, and later in public forums on civil rights. Even as
neuroscientists continue to map the brain correlates of empathy, its many dimensions still elude
strict scientific description. This meticulously researched book uncovers empathy's historical layers,
offering a rich portrait of the tension between the reach of one's own imagination and the realities of



others' experiences.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Christian Existence Today
Stanley Hauerwas, 2010-09-01 Stanley Hauerwas begins this volume with a vigorous response to the
charge of sectarianism leveled against his work by James Gustafson, among others. Show me where
I am wrong about God, Jesus, the limits of liberalism, the nature of the virtues, or the doctrine of the
church, Hauerwas replies to his critics, but do not shortcut that task by calling me a sectarian.The
essays that follow explore in a lucid, compelling, firm, and provocative way the church's nature,
message, and ministry in the world. Hauerwas writes on the church as God's new language, on
clerical character, on the pastor as prophet, on the ministry of the local congregation, on grace and
public virtue, and on the relation of church and university.Underlying Hauerwas's argument is his
conviction that the most important knowledge Christian convictions involve, and there is much
worth knowing for which Christians have no special claim, requires a transformation of the self.
Christianity is no 'world view,' not a form of primitive metaphysics, that can be assessed in
comparison to alternative 'world views.' Rather, Christians are people who remain convinced that
the truthfulness of their beliefs must be demonstrated in their lives. There is a sense in which
Christian convictions are self-referential, but the reference is not to propositions but to lives.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Crossings and Dwellings Kyle B.
Roberts, Stephen Schloesser, J.S., 2017-07-31 In Crossings and Dwellings, Kyle Roberts and Stephen
Schloesser, S.J., bring together essays by eighteen scholars in one of the first volumes to explore the
work and experiences of Jesuits and their women religious collaborators in North America over two
centuries following the Jesuit Restoration. Long dismissed as anti-liberal, anti-nationalist, and
ultramontanist, restored Jesuits and their women religious collaborators are revealed to provide a
useful prism for looking at some of the most important topics in modern history: immigration,
nativism, urbanization, imperialism, secularization, anti-modernization, racism, feminism, and sexual
reproduction. Approaching this broad range of topics from a variety of disciplinary perspectives, this
volume provides a valuable contribution to an understudied period.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: The Social Gospel Today
Christopher Hodge Evans, 2001-01-01 The contributors explore how the theological tradition of the
Social Gospel, born within the social and cultural dislocations of late 19th-century America, relates
to the dislocations of the current American scene. The contributors argue that America's only
indigenous theological tradition remains powerfully relevant to mainline churches and to the
scholars who work out of these institutions.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: The Pluralistic Vision Milton J.
Coalter, John M. Mulder, Louis Weeks, 1992-01-01 Essays in this valuable book examine the results
of research on theological education in the twentieth century, spiritual formation among
seminarians, and the changing nature of Presbyterian-related colleges. Several essays review
Christian education among Presbyterians, focusing on the forming of curricula and publications from
denominational presses. Through its examination of American Presbyterianism, the Presbyterian
Presence series illuminates patterns of change in mainstream Protestantism and American religious
and cultural life in the twentieth century.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: Rise Up, O Men of God L. Dean
Allen, 2002 L. Dean Allen analyzes both groups' constructions of masculinity and social ethics in
relation to the family, the church, and a prominent social issue. Evangelical Christian leaders
designed both organizations in response to their alarm at men's absence from evangelical churches,
and they sought to increase men's participation in churches and to improve society as a whole by
their efforts. Each group faced important social changes during its era such as new economic
realities, women's activities, and perceived moral crises. Despite their similarities as groups for
evangelical Christian men only, MRFM and PK developed contrasting constructions of masculinity
and divergent social ethical calls for action.--BOOK JACKET.
  a history of pastoral care in america e brooks holifield: The Preacher's Wife Kate Bowler,
2020-09-15 Although most evangelical traditions bar women from ordained ministry, many women



have carved out unofficial positions of power in their husbands' spiritual empires or their own
ministries. The biggest stars write bestselling books, grab high ratings on Christian television, and
even preach. Bowler offers a sympathetic and revealing portrait of megachurch women celebrities,
showing how they must balance the demands of celebrity culture and conservative, male-dominated
faiths. And black celebrity preachers' wives carry a special burden of respectability. A compelling
account of women's search for spiritual authority in the age of celebrity. -- adapted from jacket
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HistoryNet: Your Authoritative Source for U.S. & World History Search our archive of 5,000+
features, photo galleries and articles on U.S. & world history, from wars and major events to today's
hot topics
Home - Help students truly know history by illuminating foundational stories and everyday life
through manuscripts, diaries, ledgers, receipts, broadsides, letters, and more
US History Our site contains thousands of pages covering a wide array of topics in U.S. History.
You can use the search feature at the top of the page, or browse one of the following topic headings
Topics | HISTORY History from countries and communities across the globe, including the world’s
major wars
World history | Definition, Theories, Historians, & Facts - Britannica World history, branch of
history concerned with the study of historical phenomena that transcend national, regional, or
cultural boundaries or distinctions between peoples or with the study of
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