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Gavin DeGraw Follow Through Chords: A Complete Guide for Guitar Enthusiasts

gavin degraw follow through chords are a popular search for guitar players
looking to capture the heartfelt emotion and melodic beauty of one of Gavin
DeGraw's most beloved songs. Whether you're a beginner or an intermediate
guitarist, mastering these chords can help you bring the song to life,
whether playing solo or accompanying a singer. This article will walk you
through the chords, strumming patterns, and some tips to nail the song with
confidence.

Understanding the Basics of "Follow Through" by
Gavin DeGraw

Before diving into the chords themselves, it’s important to understand the
song’s structure and vibe. “Follow Through” is a soulful, mid-tempo ballad
that features a smooth piano line, but it translates beautifully to guitar.
The song relies on a few essential chords that create its warm, romantic
feel, making it accessible for most players.

The key to playing “Follow Through” well is capturing its subtle emotional
dynamics, which come from both the chord progressions and the rhythm. As you
practice, focus on clean chord changes and smooth transitions, because the
song's sentimental power lies in its gentle flow rather than flashy
techniques.

Gavin DeGraw Follow Through Chords: The Core
Progression

The chord progression for “Follow Through” is straightforward, making it
ideal for players who want to focus on expression and timing. The main chords
used throughout the song are:

G Major

D Major

Em (E minor)

C Major



These chords form the backbone of the song and are repeated in a pattern that
gives it a soothing, cyclical feel. Here’s a common chord progression that
covers most of the verses and chorus:

G – D – Em – C

How to Play Each Chord

G Major: Place your middle finger on the 3rd fret of the low E string,
your index finger on the 2nd fret of the A string, and your ring finger
on the 3rd fret of the high E string.

D Major: Place your index finger on the 2nd fret of the G string, your
ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string, and your middle finger on
the 2nd fret of the high E string.

E minor (Em): Place your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the A string
and your ring finger on the 2nd fret of the D string.

C Major: Place your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the A string, your
middle finger on the 2nd fret of the D string, and your index finger on
the 1st fret of the B string.

These chords are staples in many songs, so if you’re familiar with basic
guitar playing, you’ll likely find them comfortable to transition between.

Strumming Patterns to Capture the Feel of
"Follow Through"

One of the trickiest parts of playing “Follow Through” is getting the
strumming right. The song has a laid-back groove that’s more about subtlety
than complexity. A simple, consistent strumming pattern helps maintain the
song’s intimate atmosphere.

Here’s a strumming pattern that works well:

Down – Down – Up – Up – Down – Up

This pattern allows for a smooth rhythm that complements the chord
progression without overpowering the melody. Start slow to ensure your chord



changes are clean, then gradually build up to the song’s tempo.

Tips for Strumming

Use your wrist: Keep your strumming hand loose and use your wrist rather
than your whole arm for smoother motion.

Emphasize the downstrokes: Adding slight intensity on downstrokes can
give the rhythm more feeling and drive.

Mute strings subtly: Lightly resting the edge of your palm on the
strings near the bridge can create a percussive effect that adds
texture.

Experiment with dynamics—play some parts softly and others more strongly to
match the emotional shifts in the song.

Advanced Tips: Adding Color with Variations and
Fingerpicking

Once you're comfortable with the basic chords and strumming, you can explore
ways to add depth and nuance to your rendition of “Follow Through.”

Incorporating Fingerpicking

Since the original track features piano, fingerpicking on guitar can mimic
that melodic, flowing quality. Try a simple fingerpicking pattern with your
thumb playing the bass notes (strings 6, 5, or 4 depending on the chord) and
your index, middle, and ring fingers plucking the higher strings.

A basic fingerpicking pattern to try:

Thumb (bass note) – Index (G string) – Middle (B string) – Ring (high E
string)

This approach gives the song a more intimate and intricate sound, perfect for
solo performances.



Chord Variations and Additions

To enrich the harmony, consider using chord variations such as:

Gmaj7: Adds a dreamy quality, played by lifting your ring finger off the
high E string while holding G major shape.

Cadd9: Adds brightness; place your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B
string and your pinky on the 3rd fret of the high E string.

Dsus4: Adds tension before resolving to D major; simply add your pinky
to the 3rd fret of the high E string while playing D major.

Using these variations sparingly throughout the song can make your playing
sound more professional and polished.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Playing Gavin
DeGraw Follow Through Chords

Many players struggle with maintaining the song’s smooth and emotional feel.
Here are some pitfalls to watch out for:

Rushing chord changes: The song’s beauty lies in its gentle flow, so
avoid hurrying through chord transitions.

Overly aggressive strumming: Keep your strumming relaxed and controlled
to preserve the intimate mood.

Ignoring dynamics: The song isn’t static; it requires slight variations
in volume and intensity to feel alive.

Neglecting tuning: Always tune your guitar before playing, as even
slight detuning can diminish the song’s warmth.

Being mindful of these details will enhance your performance and help you
connect with the song on a deeper level.

Where to Find More Resources on Gavin DeGraw



Follow Through Chords

If you want to dive deeper into learning “Follow Through” or other Gavin
DeGraw songs, there are plenty of resources available online:

Video tutorials: Platforms like YouTube offer detailed lessons that
break down chords, strumming, and fingerpicking techniques.

Chord and tab websites: Sites such as Ultimate Guitar provide tabs and
chord charts with user ratings to help you find accurate versions.

Backing tracks: Playing along with instrumental versions can improve
your timing and confidence.

Guitar forums and communities: Joining groups dedicated to guitar
playing allows you to ask questions, share tips, and connect with other
fans of Gavin DeGraw.

These tools can make your learning process more enjoyable and efficient as
you master the song.

Exploring the chords and playing “Follow Through” on guitar opens a window
into Gavin DeGraw’s soulful musical world. With practice and attention to
detail, you’ll not only learn the chords but also convey the heartfelt
emotion that makes this song resonate with so many listeners. Enjoy the
journey of bringing “Follow Through” to life with your guitar!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords used in 'Follow Through'
by Gavin DeGraw?
The basic chords used in 'Follow Through' by Gavin DeGraw are C, G, Am, and
F.

How do you play the chord progression for 'Follow
Through' on guitar?
The chord progression for 'Follow Through' is typically C - G - Am - F. You
play each chord in sequence, strumming with a steady rhythm.



Are there any capo recommendations for playing
'Follow Through' by Gavin DeGraw?
Yes, placing a capo on the 1st fret is common to match the original key of
'Follow Through' while playing the basic chord shapes.

Can 'Follow Through' chords be played as barre
chords?
Yes, you can play the chords as barre chords for a fuller sound, especially
the F chord which is often played as a barre chord at the 1st fret.

What strumming pattern suits 'Follow Through' by
Gavin DeGraw?
A common strumming pattern for 'Follow Through' is down-down-up-up-down-up,
which complements the song's mellow tempo.

Is there a simplified version of 'Follow Through'
chords for beginners?
Yes, beginners can play the chords C, G, Am, and F without barre chords,
focusing on clean transitions and a slow strumming pattern.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'Follow
Through' by Gavin DeGraw?
Accurate chord charts for 'Follow Through' are available on websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official sheet music platforms.

Additional Resources
Gavin DeGraw Follow Through Chords: Unlocking the Musical Essence

gavin degraw follow through chords have captured the attention of musicians
and fans alike, offering a glimpse into the melodic structure behind one of
DeGraw’s most memorable songs. As a staple in his repertoire, “Follow
Through” exemplifies DeGraw’s knack for combining soulful lyrics with
compelling piano and guitar arrangements. Understanding the chords that form
the backbone of this song not only facilitates accurate cover performances
but also provides insight into the musical craftsmanship that defines his
style.



Dissecting the Chord Progression of “Follow
Through”

At its core, “Follow Through” employs a relatively straightforward chord
progression, making it accessible to intermediate guitarists and pianists.
The song’s harmonic framework supports its emotive lyrics without
overwhelming the listener with complex musical shifts. The primary chords
utilized throughout the track include variations of C major, G major, A
minor, and F major, among others. This familiar palette creates a warm and
inviting soundscape emblematic of DeGraw’s contemporary pop-rock aesthetic.

The progression typically follows a pattern that balances tension and
resolution, a hallmark of effective songwriting. For instance, the movement
from A minor to F major introduces a subtle melancholy, which is then
alleviated by the uplifting qualities of C major and G major chords. This
interplay accentuates the song’s themes of commitment and emotional
vulnerability.

Key Chords and Their Functions

- **C Major (C)**: Serving as the tonal center, C major grounds the song and
establishes the home key, providing a stable harmonic foundation.
- **G Major (G)**: Acting as the dominant chord, G major introduces a sense
of anticipation and forward momentum.
- **A Minor (Am)**: The relative minor chord introduces emotional depth,
complementing the lyrical content.
- **F Major (F)**: This chord adds richness and a slight tension that
resolves naturally back to C major.

These chords are typically played with open voicings on the guitar,
facilitating smooth transitions and maintaining the song’s intimate feel.
Pianists often utilize chord inversions to add texture and dynamic variation
throughout the piece.

Technical Aspects of Playing the Chords

Mastering the gavin degraw follow through chords requires attention to both
chord shape and rhythm. The song’s tempo is moderate, allowing players to
focus on expressive strumming patterns or nuanced piano dynamics. The
strumming pattern on guitar often mimics the song’s lyrical cadence,
employing a combination of downstrokes and muted upstrokes for rhythmic
interest.

Moreover, fingerpicking versions of the chords have gained popularity among
musicians seeking to replicate the song’s tender atmosphere. The arpeggiated



approach emphasizes individual notes within each chord, enhancing the emotive
quality of the performance.

For pianists, the challenge lies in balancing the chordal harmony with
melodic embellishments. Incorporating passing notes and subtle rhythmic
variations can elevate a straightforward chord progression into a compelling
musical narrative.

Comparative Analysis with Other Gavin DeGraw Songs

When juxtaposed with other tracks in Gavin DeGraw’s catalog, “Follow Through”
distinguishes itself through its simplicity and heartfelt delivery. Songs
like “I Don’t Want to Be” feature more aggressive rhythms and complex
arrangements, whereas “Follow Through” leans heavily on melodic clarity and
emotional resonance.

The chord progressions in “Follow Through” are less intricate than those in
“Not Over You,” which incorporates a broader range of chord extensions and
modulations. This simplicity, however, does not detract from its
effectiveness; instead, it highlights DeGraw’s ability to convey powerful
emotions through minimalistic musical frameworks.

Utilizing Gavin DeGraw Follow Through Chords
for Performance and Learning

For aspiring musicians, learning the gavin degraw follow through chords
offers a valuable exercise in both technique and musical expression. The
song’s chord structure encourages players to focus on smooth transitions and
dynamics rather than complex fingerings. This makes it an ideal choice for
those aiming to develop a sensitive playing style.

Additionally, the song’s popularity ensures a wealth of tutorials and cover
versions available online, providing diverse approaches to mastering the
chords. Musicians can experiment with different tempos, voicings, and
accompaniment styles, fostering creativity while adhering to the song’s
original spirit.

Pros and Cons of the Song’s Chord Structure for
Learners

Pros:

Accessible chord shapes suitable for beginners and intermediate



players.

Simple progression facilitates focus on timing and expression.

Supports both strumming and fingerpicking styles.

Widely recognized song, enhancing motivation to learn.

Cons:

Limited chord variety may challenge players seeking complexity.

Subtle rhythmic nuances require careful listening skills.

Repetitive progression might lead to monotony without creative
interpretation.

Impact of the Chord Choices on the Song’s
Emotional Tone

The selection of chords in “Follow Through” is instrumental in crafting its
intimate and sincere atmosphere. The interplay between major and minor chords
mirrors the duality of hope and vulnerability portrayed in the lyrics. This
harmonic balance invites listeners into a personal narrative, making the song
resonate on a deeper level.

The gentle shifts between chords prevent any harsh harmonic contrasts,
maintaining a soothing flow that complements DeGraw’s vocal delivery. This
subtlety in chord arrangement underscores the importance of thoughtful chord
progression in songwriting, where simplicity can often convey more than
complexity.

Exploring the gavin degraw follow through chords reveals much about the
artist’s compositional approach and the mechanics of creating emotionally
impactful music. For both performers and enthusiasts, understanding these
chords opens the door to appreciating the nuanced artistry behind one of
Gavin DeGraw’s enduring hits.
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  gavin degraw follow through chords: Billboard , 2011-07-02 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  gavin degraw follow through chords: The Gavin DeGraw Sheet Music Collection Gavin
DeGraw, 2011-12 (Piano/Vocal/Guitar Artist Songbook). For Gavin DeGraw fans who play piano or
guitar, this is the ultimate gift! This collectible songbook contains sheet music for 18 songs selected
from DeGraw's first four studio albums, including two songs from Free and six from Sweeter that
were not previously available in print. Songs include: Chariot * Follow Through * I Don't Want to Be
* Just Friends * More Than Anyone * Cheated on Me * I Have You to Thank * In Love with a Girl *
She Holds a Key * We Belong Together * Dancing Shoes * Free * Not Over You * Run Every Time *
Soldier * Spell It Out * Sweeter * You Know Where I'm At.
  gavin degraw follow through chords: Chariot Gavin DeGraw, 2005 Titles are: Follow
Through * Chariot * Just Friends * (Nice to Meet You) Anyway * Chemical Party * Belief * Crush * I
Don't Want to Be * Meaning * More Than Anyone * Over-Rated.
  gavin degraw follow through chords: 25 Top Pop Singles, 2004 Alfred Publishing, 2004 Titles
and artists are: Addicted (Simple Plan) * Breathe (Michelle Branch) * Come Clean (Hilary Duff) *
Follow Through (Gavin DeGraw) * Hole in the World (Eagles) * Hotel (Cassidy featuring R. Kelly) *
Invisible (Clay Aiken) * Let's Get Down (Bow Wow) * Me Against the Music (Britney Spears featuring
Madonna) * Me, Myself and I (Beyoncé) * (There's Gotta Be) More to Life (Stacie Orrico) * My Love
Is Like?Wo (Mya) * One More Chance (Michael Jackson) * Peace (Jim Brickman featuring Collin
Raye) * The Red (Chevelle) * Señorita (Justin Timberlake) * So Far Away (Staind) * Someday
(Nickelback) * Step in the Name of Love (R. Kelly) * Walked Outta Heaven (Jagged Edge) * Why
Can't I (Liz Phair) * With This Ring (Kenny Loggins) * White Flag (Dido) * Wrapped (Hoy/Spanish
Version) (Gloria Estefan) * You Raise Me Up (Josh Groban).
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