daily life of ancient india

The Daily Life of Ancient India: A Glimpse into a Vibrant Civilization

daily life of ancient india was a fascinating tapestry woven with rich cultural traditions, social structures,
and everyday practices that shaped one of the world’s oldest civilizations. From the bustling streets of
ancient cities to the peaceful lives of villagers, the rhythm of daily existence reflected a society deeply
connected to its environment, spirituality, and community values. Exploring this era gives us a vivid
picture of how people lived, worked, and celebrated in ancient India, revealing insights into their customs,

occupations, and social systems.

Social Structure and Family Life in Ancient India

The social fabric of ancient India was principally organized around the varna system, which classified
people into four main groups: Brahmins (priests and scholars), Kshatriyas (warriors and rulers), Vaishyas
(traders and farmers), and Shudras (laborers and service providers). This division influenced the daily life of

ancient India by determining occupations, social interactions, and even dietary habits.

The Role of Family and Community

Family was the cornerstone of ancient Indian society. Most households were joint families, where multiple
generations lived under one roof, sharing resources, responsibilities, and traditions. Respect for elders and
adherence to family duties were highly emphasized, with religious rituals and festivals often centered

around family gatherings.

‘Women, although primarily responsible for household duties, played vital roles in managing the home,
raising children, and sometimes engaging in crafts or trade. Education and spiritual upbringing of children
were considered essential, especially for boys from higher varnas, who often studied sacred texts under the

guidance of gurus.

Occupations and Economic Activities

The daily life of ancient India was heavily influenced by the agrarian economy, but it also included a
variety of skilled trades and crafts. Farming was the backbone, with most people engaged in cultivating

crops such as rice, wheat, barley, and pulses.



Agriculture and Animal Husbandry

Ancient Indians developed sophisticated irrigation systems like canals and wells to support agriculture. The
use of tools like plows and sickles improved productivity. Animal husbandry complemented farming, with

cattle, goats, and horses playing significant roles in both economy and culture.

Craftsmanship and Trade

Beyond agriculture, many people specialized in crafts such as pottery, weaving, metalwork, and jewelry
making. Towns and cities became hubs of commerce where merchants traded goods locally and with
distant lands, including regions in Central Asia, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia. The presence of
marketplaces was common, and trade contributed to a dynamic economy that supported artisans and traders

alongside farmers.

Religion and Spiritual Practices

Religion was deeply interwoven with the daily life of ancient India, influencing everything from social
conduct to festivals and rituals. Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism emerged during different periods, each

contributing unique philosophies and practices.

Daily Rituals and Worship

Most households had small altars or sacred spaces where family members performed daily prayers, offered
food to deities, and recited mantras. Festivals like Diwali, Holi, and others were celebrated with

enthusiasm, marking agricultural seasons, religious events, and mythological tales.

Temples served as centers for spiritual activities and community gatherings. Priests conducted ceremonies,

and pilgrims traveled to sacred sites, creating vibrant cultural exchanges.

Education and Knowledge in Ancient Times

Education was highly valued in ancient India, especially for the upper varnas. Gurukulas, or traditional
schools, were where students learned subjects ranging from philosophy, grammar, and mathematics to

medicine and astronomy.



Learning Beyond Books

The teaching methods were interactive and oral-based, with students memorizing scriptures and engaging
in debates. Women’s education varied, with some women scholars gaining prominence in areas like

literature and music.

The famous ancient universities such as Nalanda and Takshashila attracted students from all over Asia,

reflecting India’s reputation as a center of learning and intellectual pursuits.

Daily Life: Food, Clothing, and Housing

Understanding the daily life of ancient India also involves looking at the basics of survival and comfort:

what people ate, wore, and how they lived.

Traditional Diet and Cuisine

Ancient Indian diets were largely vegetarian, especially among Brahmins, though non-vegetarian food was
consumed by others depending on region and caste. Staples included rice, wheat, lentils, and a variety of
fruits and vegetables. Spices like turmeric, cumin, and coriander added flavor and medicinal benefits to

meals.

Clothing and Adornments

Clothing was typically made from cotton and silk. Men wore dhotis or simple tunics, while women draped
themselves in sarees or lehengas. Jewelry made of gold, silver, and precious stones adorned both men and

women, reflecting social status and regional styles.

Housing and Architecture

Homes in villages were generally made from mud bricks, bamboo, and thatched roofs, designed to suit the
climate. In contrast, urban dwellings in cities like Mohenjo-daro and Harappa boasted advanced urban

planning with well-laid streets, drainage systems, and multi-room houses.



Entertainment and Leisure

The daily life of ancient India was not all work and rituals; people also enjoyed various forms of

entertainment and leisure activities that enriched their lives.

Music, Dance, and Theatre

Music and dance were integral to celebrations and religious ceremonies. Instruments like the veena, flute,
and drums were common. Classical dance forms and theatrical performances often narrated stories from

epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana, fostering cultural continuity.

Games and Sports

Games such as chess (originating from the ancient game Chaturanga), dice, and wrestling were popular

pastimes. Physical fitness was important, with some communities practicing martial arts like Kalaripayattu.

Healthcare and Medicine

Ancient India made significant contributions to medicine and health care, as reflected in texts like the

Ayurveda.

Ayurveda and Healing Practices

Ayurveda, the traditional system of medicine, emphasized balance among bodily elements and natural
remedies using herbs, diet, and physical therapies. Physicians, known as vaidyas, treated ailments with a

holistic approach, combining spiritual and physical healing.

Hospitals and clinics existed in some urban centers, showing an organized approach to community health.

The daily life of ancient India was a rich mosaic of traditions, innovations, and human experiences that
continue to fascinate and influence modern society. Whether through their social structures, spiritual
practices, or cultural achievements, the people of ancient India laid down a legacy that still resonates in the

rhythms of contemporary life. Exploring these facets not only enhances our understanding of history but



also offers valuable lessons on community, balance, and respect for nature that remain relevant today.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What were the common occupations in the daily life of ancient India?

Common occupations in ancient India included farming, pottery, weaving, trading, blacksmithing, and

carpentry, with many people engaged in agriculture as the primary livelihood.

How did ancient Indians manage their household chores?

Household chores in ancient India were typically managed by women, involving cooking, cleaning,

fetching water, and caring for children, while men often handled external affairs like farming and trade.

‘What kind of food was typically consumed in ancient India?

The diet in ancient India mainly consisted of grains like rice and barley, lentils, vegetables, fruits, dairy

products, and occasionally meat, with meals often flavored using various spices and herbs.

‘What role did religion play in the daily life of ancient Indians?

Religion was central to daily life, influencing rituals, festivals, social customs, and personal behavior, with

people regularly performing prayers, offerings, and ceremonies dedicated to various deities.

How was education imparted in ancient India?

Education was typically imparted through Gurukulas, where students lived with a guru (teacher) and
learned subjects such as philosophy, mathematics, grammar, and scriptures through oral transmission and

practical lessons.

‘What forms of entertainment were popular in ancient India?

Popular forms of entertainment included music, dance, storytelling, drama, and games like dice and board

games, often performed during festivals or social gatherings.

How did ancient Indians dress in their daily life?

Ancient Indians commonly wore simple garments such as dhotis, saris, and turbans made from cotton or

silk, with clothing styles varying according to region, climate, and social status.



What type of housing did people live in during ancient India?

Housing varied from simple mud and thatch huts for common folk to elaborate homes made of baked bricks

for the wealthy, often featuring courtyards and decorated with intricate designs.

Additional Resources

Daily Life of Ancient India: An In-Depth Exploration of Culture, Society, and Economy

daily life of ancient india reveals a complex tapestry woven from diverse cultural, social, and economic
threads. Spanning several millennia, the civilization of ancient India was marked by remarkable
advancements in urban planning, social organization, religious practices, and daily customs. Investigating
the daily life of ancient India allows historians and scholars to understand how ordinary people lived,
worked, and interacted within their communities across various periods such as the Indus Valley

Civilization, the Vedic Age, and the Mauryan and Gupta Empires.

Social Structure and Family Life

One of the most defining features influencing the daily life of ancient India was its hierarchical social
structure, often codified through the varna system. Society was broadly divided into four main categories:
Brahmins (priests and scholars), Kshatriyas (warriors and rulers), Vaishyas (merchants and farmers), and
Shudras (laborers and service providers). This stratification shaped occupational roles, marriage customs, and

social interactions.

Family Dynamics and Roles

Family was the central unit of ancient Indian society, often extended in nature, encompassing multiple
generations under one roof. Patriarchal authority prevailed, with the eldest male member typically
assuming leadership. Women, depending on their social status, played varying roles—from managing
household affairs and raising children to participating in religious rituals and, in some cases, engaging in

education and arts.

Marriage was a crucial institution, frequently arranged to strengthen social ties and caste boundaries.
Dowries, brideprice, and ritual ceremonies were integral components of matrimonial customs. The joint

family system encouraged cooperative living but also imposed strict adherence to social norms and duties.



Education and Literacy

Education in ancient India was primarily the preserve of the Brahmin class, with the establishment of
renowned centers like Takshashila and Nalanda during later periods. The gurukul system was prevalent,
where students lived with their teachers, receiving instruction in subjects ranging from scripture and
philosophy to mathematics and astronomy. Literacy was limited among common folk, but oral traditions
ensured the transmission of knowledge, especially religious texts like the Vedas and epics such as the

Mahabharata and Ramayana.

Economic Activities and Occupations

The daily life of ancient India was deeply intertwined with its economic pursuits, which evolved
significantly over time. Agriculture was the backbone of the economy, supporting the majority of the

population and driving food production and trade.

Agriculture and Animal Husbandry

Farmers cultivated staple crops including barley, wheat, rice, and millet, utilizing seasonal monsoons and
irrigation techniques. The domestication of animals such as cattle, buffalo, goats, and elephants

supplemented agricultural activities and provided dairy products, labor, and transportation.

Craftsmanship and Trade

Craftsmen specialized in pottery, weaving, metallurgy, and jewelry making. The Indus Valley
Civilization, in particular, showcased advanced craftsmanship with finely made beads, seals, and bronze
tools. Trade networks flourished both within the subcontinent and beyond, linking ancient India to
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Southeast Asia. Markets and bazaars became vibrant centers for exchanging goods,

ideas, and cultural practices.

Occupational Diversity

Occupations were often hereditary, with families specializing in particular trades or professions. Artisans,
blacksmiths, carpenters, and merchants contributed substantially to the urban economy. The caste system’s

influence ensured distinct social roles but also fostered a division of labor that supported societal stability.



Religious and Cultural Practices

Religion permeated every aspect of the daily life of ancient India, shaping festivals, rituals, and moral codes.
The spiritual landscape was diverse and evolved over centuries, from animistic beliefs and early Vedic

rituals to the rise of Buddhism, Jainism, and later Hindu devotional practices.

Rituals and Festivals

Daily rituals included offerings to household deities, fire ceremonies (yajnas), and pilgrimages to sacred
rivers and temples. Seasonal festivals celebrated agricultural cycles, astronomical events, and mythological

narratives, creating a rhythm that structured communal and individual life.

Art, Music, and Literature

Ancient Indians placed great emphasis on artistic expression. Sculpture, dance, and music were not only
means of entertainment but also vehicles for religious devotion and storytelling. Literature thrived in oral
and written forms, exemplified by epic poems, philosophical treatises, and dramatic performances that

reflected societal values and historical events.

Urban and Rural Living Conditions

The contrast between urban and rural life in ancient India offers insight into the diversity of experiences

across different regions and time periods.

Urban Centers

Cities such as Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa in the Indus Valley Civilization displayed remarkable urban
planning with well-laid streets, drainage systems, and standardized bricks. These cities supported

administrative, commercial, and religious functions, facilitating sophisticated lifestyles for their inhabitants.

Later urban centers under Mauryan and Gupta rule became hubs of political power, commerce, and
culture. Public buildings, gardens, and marketplaces characterized these cities, reflecting organized

governance and economic prosperity.



Village Life

The majority of the population resided in villages, where life was closely connected to agriculture and
seasonal cycles. Villages were typically self-sufficient, with communal decision-making and shared
resources. Simple dwellings made of mud, thatch, or stone housed families, while communal spaces served

social and religious purposes.

Health, Hygiene, and Diet

The daily life of ancient India also encompassed practices related to health and nutrition that were advanced

for their time.

Medical Knowledge and Practices

Ancient Indian texts such as the Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita indicate a sophisticated
understanding of medicine, surgery, and Ayurveda. Physicians used herbal remedies, surgical techniques,

and holistic approaches to maintain health and treat diseases.

Hygiene and Sanitation

Evidence from archaeological sites suggests that urban centers had drainage and bathing facilities. Personal
hygiene was emphasized through regular bathing, use of oils, and grooming rituals. Cleanliness was often

linked to spiritual purity, influencing social and religious behavior.

Diet and Cuisine

Diet in ancient India was largely vegetarian, particularly among Brahmins and religious practitioners.
Staples included rice, wheat, legumes, fruits, and dairy products. Spices and herbs not only enhanced flavor
but were also valued for their medicinal properties. Meat consumption varied by region and caste, with

some communities practicing strict vegetarianism.

Comparative Insights and Evolution Over Time

Examining the daily life of ancient India in comparison with contemporary civilizations reveals both



unique characteristics and shared human experiences. The emphasis on spiritual life, caste-based social
organization, and agricultural economy parallels certain aspects of ancient China and Mesopotamia, while

the development of urban infrastructure and trade networks highlights interconnectivity.

Over time, the social fabric and economic systems of ancient India evolved, influenced by invasions,
internal reforms, and cultural exchanges. The shift from the Indus Valley’s egalitarian urbanism to the

more stratified Vedic society illustrates dynamic changes in political power and social ideology.

The enduring legacy of ancient India’s daily life continues to inform modern Indian culture, with

traditions, festivals, and social customs tracing their roots to this formative period.

In exploring the daily life of ancient India, one uncovers a civilization marked by complexity, resilience,
and profound contributions to human history. This multifaceted heritage offers invaluable insights into the
ways in which ancient societies organized themselves to meet the challenges of survival, identity, and

progress.

Daily Life Of Ancient India

daily life of ancient india: Ancient India Virginia Schomp, 2010 Explores the mythology of
ancient India, one of historys greatest civilizations.

daily life of ancient india: The Culture of Ancient India Susan Nichols, 2016-07-15 India has a
long history rich in culture. The ancient civilizations of India—the Indus Valley Civilization, the
Maurya Empire, and the Gupta Empire—were made up of sophisticated people whose art and lives
contributed greatly to future generations. In addition to learning about the culture of ancient India,
readers will learn how political and social changes of any region affect its art and culture. Boasting
engaging text, rich and colorful illustrations, and an enhanced e-book option, this title is a valuable
resource for report research.

daily life of ancient india: Everyday Life in Ancient India Kirsten Holm, 2012-01-15 Reveals
everyday life in ancient India through an account in graphic novel format of an ordinary day for a
family of garland makers, members of one of the craftsmen castes, during the reign of Asoka.

daily life of ancient india: Daily Life in Ancient India Jeannine Auboyer, 1994 Illustrations: 31
B/w Illustrations Description: This magnum opus of Jeannine Auboyer refashions an ancient India
which is not so very different from the one that we know today, a country made simultaneously of
theories, principles and realities, in which the human presence is constantly visible through the
tangle of rules and rites. According to the author, though India has not produced true chronicles in
the Western sense of the word, still the readers may be assured that in most everyday aspect India
conforms to the image of itself that it has transmitted to us over the centuries which is an arresting
one because of its multiple facets. The volume introduces the Indian life in terms of the geographical
and historical background, the social structure and its religious principles, the political and
administrative structure, economics and everyday life; individual and collective existence with
reference to the background to regular life, the importance of religion, the individual and the family,
and the monastic and ascetic life; and royal and aristocratic existence in view of urban elitism and
styles, royal environment and the imperial pomp. Based on a whole series of technical or descriptive
texts, storied monuments, the discoveries or archaeological excavations, numismatics, epigraphy
and, in addition, contemporary chronicles by the foreigners, this well-documented volume deals
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brilliantly both with the traditional character of Indian civilization and with its changing patterns
taking into consideration an exceptionally lengthy period, almost a thousand years, to give a
necessary breadth of detail to the understanding of various historical processes through which the
social fabric of India was characterised.

daily life of ancient india: The Government and Geography of Ancient India Gina Hagler,
2016-07-15 The civilizations of ancient India had their own different governments. In the Indus
Valley Civilization, priest kings were at the head of government. The Maurya Empire boasted a
stable, centralized government that allowed the flourishing of trade and culture. That government
had weakened by the time of the Gupta Empire, opening the gates to foreign invaders and civil wars.
This informative volume charts the changes in leadership in ancient India and ends with a
comparison to India’s government today. With engaging text, rich and colorful illustrations, and an
enhanced e-book option, this title is a valuable resource for student reports.

daily life of ancient india: The Technology of Ancient India Gina Hagler, 2016-07-15 Were
smartphones and video games used in the Indus Valley Civilization, the Maurya Empire, and the
Gupta Empire? Maybe not, but just because they were ancient peoples does not mean they didn't
have sophisticated technology for the time. This volume examines the developments that allowed the
progression and improvement of ancient India and connects them to technological innovations
throughout the ages and today. Featuring engaging text, rich and colorful illustrations, and an
enhanced e-book option, this title is a valuable resource for researching school reports.

daily life of ancient india: The Religion and Beliefs of Ancient India Susan Henneberg,
2016-07-15 India is home to the world’s oldest religions, Hinduism and Buddhism, as well as Jainism.
All three evolved from shared beliefs and traditions, such as reincarnation, karma, and liberation
and achieving nirvana. These beliefs and traditions evolved in the Indus River Valley around 3500
BCE. This volume explores the religions of ancient India, including rituals practiced and deities
worshipped, to provide students with an understanding of the beliefs of the peoples of ancient India.
With engaging text, rich and colorful illustrations, and an enhanced e-book option, this title is a
valuable resource for reports.

daily life of ancient india: The Decline of Ancient Indian Civilization Kerry Hinton,
2016-07-15 How do civilizations rise and, ultimately, fall? U.S. students can have a difficult time
understanding that empires come and go throughout the course of history. This volume explains how
a once-flourishing civilization ran into decline, once foreign invaders took over the weakened
government and spread their influence. Students will learn how India evolved into the country it is
today. With engaging text, rich and colorful illustrations, and an enhanced e-book option, this title is
a valuable resource for students researching reports.

daily life of ancient india: Daily Life in Ancient India LeeAnn Blankenship, 2016-07-15 It's
difficult to understand ancient civilizations when they lived so differently than we do today. This
volume makes ancient India relevant by describing the day-to-day lifestyles of people of the Indus
Valley Civilization, the Maurya Empire, and the Gupta Empire. Readers will learn about the roles of
women, men, and children; what their homes looked like; the clothes they wore; their grooming
habits; and what they liked to eat. With engaging text, rich and colorful illustrations, and an
enhanced e-book option, this title is a valuable research resource for reports.

daily life of ancient india: Daily Life in Ancient India Jeannine Auboyer, 2002 The nine
centuries described in this book, ending with the political upheavals of the seventh century AD,
coincide with a golden age of Indian civilization. The Brahmanic and Buddist religions flourished
side by side; artistic creation was at its height and India's most beautiful monasteries and shrines
were founded.

daily life of ancient india: Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology, 1928

daily life of ancient india: The Decline of Ancient Mesopotamian Civilization Xina M. Uhl,
2016-07-15 It may be hard to wrap one’s head around how such a thriving people as the ancient
Mesopotamians could fall. This volume offers readers a detailed overview of how this complex and
intriguing people declined from their previous prosperity. Readers will journey through the ebb and



flow of the civilization, taking in information about the various factors that ultimately worked against
them. The text explains the natural causes, such as drought, the structural issues, and invasions that
led to the downfall of a civilization that nevertheless offers a lasting legacy.

daily life of ancient india: The Story of Us Humans, from Atoms to Today's Civilization
Robert Dalling, 2006-03 The Story of Us Humans explains human nature and human history,
including the origins of our species, emotions, behavior, morals, and society. It explains what we are,
how we got here, and where we are today by describing the origin, history, and current ways of our
neighborhoods, religion, government, science, technology, and business. Written in plain language,
it explains what astronomy, physics, geology, biology, chemistry, anthropology, history, religion,
social science, and political science tell us about ourselves. Most everyone feels that human success
is measured in terms of healthy and happy children and communities. Human thoughts and actions
involve little besides love and children, spouse and family, community and justice because we are
parenting mammals and social primates. Each of us simply wants to laugh and joke with our family
and friends, pursue life, raise children and strive to be a valued and contributing member of our
community. We have made incredible progress building civilization in just a few hundred
generations using nothing except our animal minds. Have you wondered: * What are the laws of
nature and how many laws are there? * How did molecular life begin and then evolve into worms
fish, amphibians, reptiles, mammals, primates, and humans? * What are the differences between
these animals? * How did we get from the Big Bang to bacteria and on to Christianity, democracy,
and globalization? * What is life like for gatherer-hunters? * When did we first become farmers and
first build cities, and what was life like at those times? * What was life like in Ancient Mesopotamia,
Ancient Athens, 13th-century Cahokia, Medieval China and Europe, 19th-Century New England,
Yoruban villages, and in the U.S. during the 1920s? * What was the Industrial Revolution and how
has it changed our lives? * What are the Hindu, Muslim, Confucian, Jewish, Christian, Buddhist, and
Humanist religions and world views? * How have our wages, infant mortality rates, lifespans, crime
rates, and poverty and inequality rates varied through the ages? * What are the biggest economic
and social secrets in the U.S. today? * What are some meaningful goals and priorities for our
civilization and how can we measure the success of our attempts to reach those goals? Includes
questions, index, bibliography, and 1,200 internet links taking you to images, videos, and discussed
documents.

daily life of ancient india: Daily life in ancient India from approximately 200 B.C. to A.D. 700,
tr Jeannine Auboyer,

daily life of ancient india: Some Aspects of Early Indian Society Gian Chand Chauhan,
2012 Some Aspects Of Early Indian Society is a comprehensive study of certain social institutions of
early India based on literary and epigraphic traditions, located between Vedic times to the 8th
century A.D. It poses new questions on ticklish issues like the social thought of Kautilya, Hindu
sacraments, graded early Indian society, the question of the Sudras, subjection of women, Buddhist
attitudes towards women, Ashoka Dharma as gleaned from rock edicts, feudal relationship and
obligations between kings and vassal. This study of Kautilya's social thought is probably the first of
its kind to discover the essentials of Hindu social thought and its systematic presentation. Some
Aspects Of Early Indian Society is an attempt to trace the origin and growth of various Hindu
sacraments in early Indian society.

daily life of ancient india: Ancient Mesopotamian Culture Barbara Krasner, 2016-07-15 The
ancient Mesopotamians have been a subject of fascination through the ages. This title will guide the
eager reader through the cultural lives of the Mesopotamians. Readers will also get an overview of
what their own education would have been like in Mesopotamian times. Ample color photographs
provide context for the lives of these ancient peoples. Lively text teaches readers about the
innovations in astronomy, mathematics, and literature, as well as music, dance, and more. This book
will show readers how in some ways their own modern society might not be all that far removed
from one so many centuries ago.

daily life of ancient india: A History of Indian Literature Moriz Winternitz, 1996 The



present English translation is based on the original German work written by Professor Winternitz
and has been revised in the light of further researches on the subject by different scholars in India
and elsewhere. Vol. I relates to Veda (the four Samhitas), Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanisads,
Vedangas and the Literature of the ritual. The Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Puranic literature
and Tantra. Vol. II deals with the Buddhist Literature of India and the Jaina Literature. Vol. III covers
Classical Sanskrit Literature comprising ornate Poetry, Drama, Narrative Literature, Grammar,
Lexiocography, Philosophy, Dharma-Sastra, Artha-Sastra, Architecture, Music, Kama-Sutra,
Ayurveda, Astronomy, Astrology and Mathematics.

daily life of ancient india: Ancient Chinese Culture Paula Morrow, 2016-07-15 A culture that
has been around for 4,000 years, as Chinese culture has, obviously has a rich history. Ancient
Chinese culture planted the seeds for modern China. This thought-provoking resource offers readers
a glimpse into the major ages of China and their prominent contributions to history. [lluminating text
details the influence of the Yellow River, the Shang (Bronze Age) ornamentation, the Great Wall
from the Qin (Imperial Age), and silk use and the Silk Road of the Han. This insightful volume goes
on to elucidate other cultural contributions, such as art, dance, drama, literature, and pottery.

daily life of ancient india: Early Chinese Religion John Lagerwey, Pengzhi L, 2009-10-30
After the Warring States, treated in Part One of this set, there is no more fecund era in Chinese
religious and cultural history than the period of division (220-589 AD). During it, Buddhism
conquered China, Daoism grew into a mature religion with independent institutions, and, together
with Confucianism, these three teachings, having each won its share of state recognition and
support, formed a united front against shamanism. While all four religions are covered, Buddhism
and Daoism receive special attention in a series of parallel chapters on their pantheons, rituals,
sacred geography, community organization, canon formation, impact on literature, and recent
archaeological discoveries. This multi-disciplinary approach, without ignoring philosophical and
theological issues, brings into sharp focus the social and historical matrices of Chinese religion.

daily life of ancient india: Courtly Culture and Political Life in Early Medieval India Daud Alj,
2004-06-24 Publisher Description
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