
it s a dickens of a cookie

**It’s a Dickens of a Cookie: Exploring the Charm Behind a Classic Treat**

it s a dickens of a cookie—a phrase that immediately sparks curiosity and delight. It’s not just a whimsical
way to describe a cookie; it evokes a sense of nostalgia, charm, and a certain old-world magic associated with
timeless treats. Whether you’ve come across the phrase in a recipe, a bakery’s menu, or through a casual
conversation, it invites you to pause and appreciate something special about this cookie. But what exactly
makes it a “Dickens” of a cookie? Let’s dive into the story, the flavors, and the cultural significance behind
this delightful expression.

The Origin of the Phrase “It’s a Dickens of a Cookie”

The phrase “a dickens of a” is an old-fashioned idiom used to describe something extraordinary, remarkable,
or notably difficult. It’s believed to have originated in the 19th century, possibly as a euphemism for the
word “devil,” which was often replaced by “dickens” to soften the expression. When applied to a cookie,
this phrase takes on a charming twist—implying that the cookie is something truly special or delightfully
troublesome in the best way.

Charles Dickens and Culinary Nostalgia

Why Dickens? The connection to Charles Dickens, the famed Victorian novelist, might not be direct, but
his name has come to symbolize the rich, hearty, and often rustic qualities of the Victorian era. Dickens’s
stories frequently feature food and feasts that bring characters together, evoking warmth and comfort. So,
calling a cookie “a Dickens of a cookie” subtly hints at that old-fashioned, home-baked goodness that seems to
come right out of a Dickensian kitchen.

What Makes a Cookie “A Dickens of a Cookie”?

At its core, “it s a dickens of a cookie” suggests a cookie that stands out—whether because of its rich flavor,
texture, or the story behind it. Here are some qualities that might earn a cookie this distinctive title:

Bold Flavors and Hearty Ingredients

These cookies often boast robust flavors that remind us of simpler times. Think molasses, ginger, cinnamon,



nutmeg, or even dark chocolate chunks. The combination of spices and hearty ingredients gives the cookie
a warmth and depth that’s both comforting and exciting to the palate.

Rustic and Wholesome Texture

Unlike overly refined or overly sweet cookies, a “Dickens” cookie tends to have a satisfying
texture—slightly chewy with a crispy edge, or dense and crumbly. This rustic texture complements its
bold flavors and makes the cookie feel genuinely homemade.

A Story Behind Every Bite

Many bakeries that use this phrase pride themselves on recipes passed down through generations or
inspired by traditional Victorian baking. When you bite into such a cookie, you’re tasting history—a little
piece of culinary storytelling that connects the past with the present.

Popular Types of Cookies That Could Be Called “A Dickens of a
Cookie”

If you’re wondering which cookies fit this charming description, here are some classic styles that might
qualify:

Gingerbread Cookies: Spiced with ginger, cinnamon, and clove, these cookies offer that warm, festive
flavor that’s synonymous with Dickensian holiday traditions.

Molasses Cookies: Deeply flavored with molasses and sometimes sprinkled with coarse sugar, these
cookies are rich and chewy with a hint of spice.

Oatmeal Spice Cookies: Combining oats with cinnamon and nutmeg, these cookies have a hearty
texture and a comforting taste.

Victorian Sandwich Biscuits: Often filled with jam or cream, these biscuits bring a touch of elegance,
reminiscent of tea-time treats from Dickens’ era.



Modern Twists on a Dickens Cookie

Today, bakers love to experiment by adding unexpected ingredients to these classic bases. For example,
incorporating crystallized ginger, candied orange peel, or even a swirl of caramel can elevate a traditional
Dickens-style cookie into something uniquely delightful. These adaptations keep the spirit alive while
appealing to contemporary tastes.

How to Bake Your Own “Dickens of a Cookie” at Home

If you’re inspired to create your own version of a Dickens-worthy cookie, here are some tips to capture
that special essence:

Choose Spice Wisely

The right mix of spices is key. Ground ginger, cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, and a pinch of black pepper add
warmth and complexity. Don’t be afraid to experiment with ratios until you find your perfect blend.

Use Quality Ingredients

Since these cookies often rely on bold flavors, using fresh spices, real butter, and pure molasses or honey can
make a huge difference. The quality of ingredients will shine through in every bite.

Texture Matters

Decide if you want a chewy or crisp cookie. Adjust baking times accordingly—less time for a soft, chewy
center and longer for crunchy edges. Adding oats or nuts can also enhance texture.

Homemade vs. Store-Bought Mixes

While pre-made cookie mixes are convenient, they rarely capture the authentic depth of a traditional
Dickens cookie. Baking from scratch allows you to control flavors and ensures that “it s a dickens of a
cookie” truly lives up to its name.



The Cultural and Emotional Appeal of “It’s a Dickens of a Cookie”

Beyond flavor and texture, this phrase taps into something deeper—the emotional connection we have
with food. Cookies described as “a dickens of a cookie” often evoke memories of family gatherings, holiday
celebrations, or cozy afternoons by the fire. They remind us of an era when baking was an act of love and
care, a way to bring people together.

In a fast-paced world, such cookies offer a moment of pause, a chance to savor something meaningful. When
you say “it s a dickens of a cookie,” you’re not just talking about taste—you’re acknowledging the magic in
simple pleasures.

Perfect Pairings and Serving Suggestions

To fully enjoy your Dickens cookie, consider pairing it with:

A hot cup of spiced tea or mulled cider

Rich, creamy hot chocolate topped with whipped cream

A slice of sharp cheddar cheese for a sweet-salty contrast

A dollop of clotted cream or mascarpone for extra indulgence

These pairings enhance the cookie’s flavors and create a complete sensory experience.

Where to Find “A Dickens of a Cookie” Today

If you don’t have time to bake, many artisanal bakeries and specialty shops offer treats that fit the bill. Look
for bakeries that emphasize traditional recipes, use high-quality spices, and embrace rustic presentation.
Seasonal markets, especially around the holidays, are excellent places to discover these nostalgic delights.

Additionally, several online retailers now offer gourmet cookies inspired by Victorian-era recipes, making
it easier than ever to enjoy “it s a dickens of a cookie” from the comfort of home.

---



Whether you’re savoring a chewy molasses cookie at Christmas or experimenting with spices in your
kitchen, there’s something undeniably delightful about a treat that earns the title “it s a dickens of a cookie.”
It’s more than just a cookie—it’s a celebration of history, flavor, and the simple joys that connect us across
time. So next time you bite into a spiced, hearty cookie, remember: you’re tasting a little bit of magic from
days gone by.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'It's a dickens of a cookie' mean?
The phrase 'It's a dickens of a cookie' is an idiomatic expression meaning that something is remarkable,
impressive, or particularly challenging.

Where does the expression 'a dickens of a' come from?
The expression 'a dickens of a' dates back to the 19th century and is a euphemistic way to express
something extraordinary or troublesome, with 'dickens' serving as a mild substitute for 'devil.'

Is 'It's a dickens of a cookie' a common phrase?
While not extremely common, 'It's a dickens of a cookie' is used occasionally in English to describe a cookie
that is notably large, delicious, or difficult to eat.

Can 'It's a dickens of a cookie' be used in a literal and figurative sense?
Yes, literally it can describe a cookie that is remarkable in some way, and figuratively it can refer to
something that is tough or impressive, using 'cookie' metaphorically.

What is the origin of the word 'dickens' in this phrase?
The word 'dickens' is a mild euphemism for 'devil,' historically used to avoid saying 'devil' directly, and
has come to mean something remarkable or troublesome.

How might someone use 'It's a dickens of a cookie' in a sentence?
Someone might say, 'That chocolate chip cookie is a dickens of a cookie—it's huge and packed with nuts and
chocolate!''

Are there other similar phrases like 'a dickens of a' in English?
Yes, similar idiomatic expressions include 'a devil of a' or 'a heck of a,' which also emphasize something
extraordinary or challenging.



Does the phrase 'It's a dickens of a cookie' have any literary connections?
The term 'dickens' is famously associated with the author Charles Dickens, but in this phrase, it is unrelated
and refers to the euphemism for 'devil' rather than the author himself.

Is the phrase 'It's a dickens of a cookie' used in modern English?
While somewhat old-fashioned, the phrase can still be heard occasionally, especially in informal or regional
contexts, to emphasize the impressiveness or difficulty related to a cookie or situation.

Additional Resources
**It’s a Dickens of a Cookie: An Analytical Exploration of a Classic Phrase and Its Cultural Resonance**

it s a dickens of a cookie is a phrase that conjures a vivid image of something remarkable, challenging, or
notably impressive. Rooted in idiomatic English, this expression has transcended its literal meaning to
become a colorful way to describe situations, objects, or experiences that stand out due to their complexity
or peculiarity. In this article, we explore the origins, usage, and cultural significance of this phrase, while
also examining its relevance in contemporary language and marketing, particularly within the realm of
food and confectionery.

The Origins and Evolution of “It’s a Dickens of a Cookie”

The phrase “it’s a dickens of a cookie” is a variant of a broader idiomatic construction where “dickens”
serves as a euphemistic intensifier. Historically, “Dickens” is a mild oath derived from the name of the
famed English novelist Charles Dickens, used to express surprise or emphasis without resorting to
profanity. Over time, this linguistic turn of phrase became embedded in colloquial English, particularly in
the United States and the United Kingdom, often to highlight something extraordinary or difficult.

The term “cookie” in this context may refer literally to the baked treat or metaphorically to a person or
thing exhibiting strong characteristics. The phrase, therefore, merges an old-fashioned expletive substitute
with a casual, approachable noun to create a vivid, somewhat folksy expression. Its charm lies in this
juxtaposition, blending literary heritage with everyday vernacular.

Historical Usage in Literature and Speech

While direct citations of “it’s a dickens of a cookie” are sparse in classic literature, the components of the
phrase are well-documented. The use of “dickens” as a mild oath dates back to at least the 18th century,
often appearing in dialogue for humorous or emphatic effect. For example, Charles Dickens himself



occasionally employed the word “dickens” in his works as a playful stand-in for stronger language, which
helped popularize it.

In the 20th century, the phrase became more colloquial, especially in American English, where “cookie”
can also signify a person with spunk or resilience. Hence, saying someone is “a dickens of a cookie” implies
they are tough, clever, or formidable—an endearing compliment wrapped in informal speech.

Contemporary Applications: From Language to Marketing

Today, “it’s a dickens of a cookie” finds relevance not only as a quaint idiomatic phrase but also as a strategic
branding tool. Businesses, particularly in the food industry, leverage such colorful expressions to evoke
nostalgia, authenticity, and personality in their products.

Use in Food Branding and Advertising

The phrase’s evocative quality makes it an excellent choice for marketers seeking to differentiate their
baked goods in an overcrowded market. For example, artisanal cookie brands or bakeries might adopt “it’s a
dickens of a cookie” as a slogan to suggest their product is uniquely rich in flavor, texture, or tradition.

This approach taps into consumer desires for products that are not only tasty but also convey a story or
heritage. By invoking “Dickens,” the phrase subtly alludes to a bygone era of craftsmanship and quality,
appealing to buyers’ emotions as well as their taste buds.

Psychological Impact on Consumers

From a psychological perspective, idiomatic and colloquial language in advertising can enhance
memorability and brand affinity. The playful yet respectful tone of “it’s a dickens of a cookie” invites
consumers to engage with the product on a personal level. This linguistic familiarity fosters trust and
encourages repeat purchases.

Furthermore, the phrase’s mild exclamation nature stimulates curiosity, prompting potential consumers to
inquire about what makes the cookie so remarkable. This curiosity can translate into increased foot traffic
for bakery shops or higher click-through rates for online retailers.



Analytical Comparison with Similar Idiomatic Expressions

To fully appreciate the impact of “it’s a dickens of a cookie,” it is useful to compare it with related idiomatic
expressions that serve to emphasize the exceptional nature of a subject.

“A tough nut to crack”: Typically used to describe a challenging problem or person, this phrase
focuses more on difficulty than charm.

“A real character”: Highlights uniqueness or eccentricity, often with a positive connotation similar to
“a dickens of a cookie.”

“A piece of cake”: Contrasts sharply by indicating something easy, opposite to the challenging or
noteworthy sense conveyed by “dickens.”

Unlike these idioms, “it’s a dickens of a cookie” carries a dual meaning that can imply both difficulty and
admiration. This duality makes it versatile in descriptive contexts, from praising a person’s resilience to
highlighting the complexity of a recipe.

Pros and Cons of Using the Phrase

Pros:

Evokes charm and nostalgia, enhancing emotional resonance.

Distinctive and memorable, improving brand recall.

Balances mild exclamation with warmth, appealing to broad audiences.

Cons:

May be obscure to younger or international audiences unfamiliar with the idiom.

Risk of sounding old-fashioned or quaint if not used contextually.

Potential confusion in literal contexts if the phrase is taken at face value.



Broader Cultural Significance

Beyond its linguistic and commercial value, “it’s a dickens of a cookie” reflects broader themes in cultural
communication. The phrase embodies how language evolves, borrowing from literary history to enrich
everyday speech. It also exemplifies how idioms function as cultural shorthand, encapsulating complex
ideas in a few words.

In literature, references to “Dickens” often signal a connection to social commentary, human complexity,
and storytelling depth. When combined with “cookie,” a symbol of comfort and simplicity, the phrase
creates a layered metaphor that resonates on multiple levels.

Language as a Living Tradition

The persistence of expressions like “it’s a dickens of a cookie” underscores language as a living tradition. It
adapts to changing social contexts while preserving links to the past. Such phrases serve as linguistic fossils,
offering insight into the values and humor of previous generations.

For educators and linguists, analyzing this phrase provides a gateway to exploring idiomatic language,
euphemisms, and the intersection of literature and popular culture. It also encourages a more nuanced
understanding of how language shapes and reflects identity.

---

The phrase “it’s a dickens of a cookie” may seem quaint or whimsical at first glance, yet it carries significant
weight in idiomatic expression and cultural resonance. Whether employed as a colorful descriptor in
conversation or as a savvy marketing slogan, it encapsulates a blend of historical richness and contemporary
relevance. As language continues to evolve, such phrases remind us of the enduring power of words to
captivate, challenge, and connect.
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  it s a dickens of a cookie: Inventing Montana Jeanne Murray Walker, 2002
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Baked Occasions Matt Lewis, Renato Poliafito, 2014-10-07 A dessert
cookbook from a New York bakery with holiday recipes that are “personal and approachable, even
for those who don’t consider themselves bakers.” (Giada De Laurentiis, chef and New York Times
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bestselling author of Everyday Italian) Celebrating a year in desserts from their beloved Brooklyn
bakery, Baked, Matt Lewis and Renato Poliafito offer recipes for cookies, puddings, whoopie pies,
cakes, brownies, and more to commemorate holidays both expected and unexpected. Rum-infused
Hair of the Dog Cake for New Year’s Day and Peanut Butter Sheet Cake for Texas Independence Day
join Praline Ice Cream Cake for Mardi Gras, Chocolate Pop Tarts for Halloween, and 12 Days of
Cookies for Christmastime. With 65 gorgeous photographs and 75 unique recipes, you’ll have
everything you need to create a wide range of sweet treats for quirky festivities and traditional
holidays all year round. “Honey, don't open this book unless you are prepared to drop to your knees
and, in my case, beg somebody to make you every one of these recipes! If you do cook, be prepared
to run home, get out the pans, the measuring cups, and the ingredients and start baking January
through December, all in a day or two—in this case, send me some!” —Whoopi Goldberg “I have all
of the BAKED cookbooks because the recipes are inventive, delicious and always turn out perfectly.”
—Zooey Deschanel
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Knack Fabulous Desserts Linda Johnson Larsen,
  it s a dickens of a cookie: A World Full of Dickens Stories Angela McAllister, 2020-05-05
Uncover the stories from one of the greatest-novelists of all time in this beautiful anthology of tales
from Charles Dickens, rewritten and adapted in an accessible way for children. This book introduces
children to eight of Dickens' greatest works, accompanied by beautiful, colourful illustrations which
breathes new life into these timeless classics. Includes favourites such as Oliver Twist, A Christmas
Carol, David Copperfield, and Great Expectations. A timeline at the back shows when each story was
written, and gives facts about Dickens’ life. Revisit your favourite Dickens stories and introduce his
legacy to next generation of readers with this beautiful first introduction to some of the greatest
stories all time. Includes Oliver Twist, The Old Curiosity Shop, David Copperfield, Great
Expectations, Hard Times, A Christmas Carol, Nicholas Nickleby and A Tale of Two Cities.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Hoi Polloi Robert McNulty Editor, 2007-11 A collaborative,
non-profit anthology of literary submissions and the writing craft. Authors include: Nava Atlas, Dean
Baris, Janet Bornstein, Paula J. Botch, Elizabeth Bullock, Sofija V. Canavan, Sally A. Connolly, Claire
Cook, Katherine Critelli, Skip DeBrusk, Karyn Donahue, Bill Dunn, Harriet Emerson, Richard
Fannoney, Robert Feeney, Dennis Feeney, Alessandra Fisher, Dave Fisher, Ralph Fletcher, Sarah
Fox, Chris Fraas, Walter C. Frye, Elizabeth Evans Fryer, Frank M. Hynes, Marilyn Johnson, Robert
Laplander, Valerie Lawson, Jamie Long, Heidi Marble, Mark McNulty, Robert McNulty, Richard
Mills, Shea Mullaney, Erin O'Brien, Jay O'Callahan, April Parker, D. T. Pollard, Stephen Puleo, Chet
Raymo, Jordan Rich, William Russo, Mike Ryan, Bob Sanchez, Jackson Sellers, Tucker Smallwood,
Reed F. Stewart, Renee Summers, Michael Trainor, Kimmy Van Kooten, Caitlin Womersley,
Alexander Woodbury and Virginia Young. The book encourages the 'writer in all of us' to become
engaged in literary pursuits.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: ,
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Dickens's Dictionary of London , 1882
  it s a dickens of a cookie: The H.P. Lovecraft Institute David Bischoff, 2016-05-24 The old
Martin house has sat empty for decades, a Gothic mansion shrouded in ghost stories and local
legend in the small town of Morristown, Rhode Island. Now a mysterious member of the family has
returned from England and begun to clean up the old place. Tony Dickens, the son of the local pastor
and in need of a job, ignores the stories and answers Professor Abraham Martin's ad for a helper.
Tony cleans the house, staying away from the macabre collection of wax figures—all murderers and
despots from throughout history—in the great room and from the multi-level cellar where the
professor does his work. With the acquisition of souls from those slain by the wax figures in place, a
portal from another world will bring about the end of humanity.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Small Business Research Series , 1960
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Good Housekeeping Holiday Cookies Good Housekeeping,
2024-10-15 Bake your best batch yet with 100+ holiday cookie recipes from the Good Housekeeping
Test Kitchen that will come out perfect every time There’s nothing better than a warm-from-the-oven



cookie, especially during the holidays. The experts at the Good Housekeeping Test Kitchen bake a
thousand delightfully festive holiday cookies every year making sure they’ll all turn out perfectly in
any home kitchen. This special recipe collection offers a crunchy or chewy, or chocolatey cookie for
everyone and it will inspire you to take your own baked goods to the next level! Inside, you’ll find:
100 cookie recipes perfect for every occasion—from small to big batches Good Housekeeping
favorites like Linzer Stars, Holiday Spritz Cookies, Chocolate Peppermint Cookies, Fruitcake Crisps
and more The secrets of hosting the ultimate cookie swap, including wrapping and shipping hacks
Fun and entertaining info on traditional holiday cookies around the world Helpful decorating tips,
like how to flood icing, creative flourishes for gingerbread houses Whether you're baking a small
batch for the family, a big batch for a cookie exchange, or simply putting a few out with milk for
Santa, these cookies will make your holiday festivities a little sweeter.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: The Trove of the Passion Room Marcia Lynn McClure, 2011-08
Sharlamagne Dickens cherished her family, was intrigued by the past, adored antiques, and enjoyed
working at the antique store owned by her parents. Her life, like most, had been touched by tragedy
and loss, yet she was happy. Though her life was not void of romance, it was void of a certain
emotional passion. Still, she was young and assumed that one day some man might manage to sweep
her off her feet. Sharlamagne did not expect to be entirely bowled over, however. And the day she
first set eyes on Maxim Tanner, she was! Elisaveta Tanner's grandson, Maxim, was the dreamiest,
most attractive archetypal male Sharlamagne and her sister, Gwen, had ever seen! Tall, dark, and
illegally handsome, Maxim Tanner possessed not only fabulous looks, money, and the sweetest
grandmother in the world but also a fair amount of local fame. He was gorgeous, clever, and
pathetically out of reach for any average girl. And so Sharlamagne went about her life happy and
satisfied-for she had no idea what sort of emotional intensity the right man could inflame in her. She
had no conception of how an age-old mystery and one man could converge to unleash a passion so
powerful that it would be either the greatest gift she had ever known-or her final undoing.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Celebrate the American Way: A Fun ESL Guide to English Language
& Culture in the U.S. (Book + Audio) Sheila MacKechnie Murtha, Jane Airey O'Connor, 2015-09-18
The accent is on fun in these friendly guides to language and culture in the U.S. Learn tons of new
vocabulary. Improve your communication and pronunciation skills. Listen to short dialogues and
read about interesting aspects of American culture. Learn wacky idioms, usage, and yes, some slang.
Get great tips about social customs and everyday situations. Fun-filled quizzes and audio dialogues
make it easy to practice, practice, practice until you're perfect!
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Film Adaptation and Its Discontents Thomas Leitch, 2007-06-15
Most books on film adaptation—the relation between films and their literary sources—focus on a
series of close one-to-one comparisons between specific films and canonical novels. This volume
identifies and investigates a far wider array of problems posed by the process of adaptation.
Beginning with an examination of why adaptation study has so often supported the institution of
literature rather than fostering the practice of literacy, Thomas Leitch considers how the creators of
short silent films attempted to give them the weight of literature, what sorts of fidelity are possible
in an adaptation of sacred scripture, what it means for an adaptation to pose as an introduction to,
rather than a transcription of, a literary classic, and why and how some films have sought impossibly
close fidelity to their sources. After examining the surprisingly divergent fidelity claims made by
three different kinds of canonical adaptations, Leitch's analysis moves beyond literary sources to
consider why a small number of adapters have risen to the status of auteurs and how illustrated
books, comic strips, video games, and true stories have been adapted to the screen. The range of
films studied, from silent Shakespeare to Sherlock Holmes to The Lord of the Rings, is as broad as
the problems that come under review.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: New York Magazine , 1972-12-11 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission



has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Victorian Culture and Experiential Learning Kevin A. Morrison,
2022-03-14 This book is a crucial resource for instructors interested in bringing the past alive for
their students through hands-on, immersive educational experiences. While sharing a common
historical field, the contributors hail from multiple disciplines, including art history, human biology,
biological anthropology, and English literature. Ranging from assignments that involve students
editing and annotating a primary work to producing an array of digital projects, and from
participating in study-abroad programs to taking part in service-learning initiatives, the chapters will
furnish readers with strategies for creating engaged and dynamic classrooms. Although the focus of
the book is on Victorian Britain, the pedagogical approaches outlined in each chapter will be useful
to instructors of any historical field.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: AB Bookman's Weekly , 1994
  it s a dickens of a cookie: For Love of Eli Loree Lough, 2013 Can pieces of the past bring
healing and forgiveness?
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Hope for the Holidays Jarzembowski, Paul E., 2023 There are not
many books that empathize with people who feel lost and hopeless at the holidays and then earnestly
desire to help them towards finding new hope. Too often in books about this time of year, there is an
assumption that everyone at Thanksgiving and Christmas is happy, excited, and faith-filled. By
writing it creatively through the lens of A Christmas Carol, whose main character is known to so
many people as one who makes this spiritual journey, this book takes a unique turn.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: Voices in the Woods DC Fidler, 2017-05-02 In rural West
Virginia's mountains, Precious Grace Reamy does not have time to worry about her aged, bed-ridden
mother, who has been lying in bed while she has been dying for thirty years. Precious Grace must
cook and clean for her visiting CEO brother, movie-starlet sister, carpenter brother, skate-boarding
nephew, demented uncle, and kleptomaniac aunt, who gather at the Brantley Run home place to say
goodbye to the dying matriarch. The dying matriarch, by the way, is upstairs playing video games.
Stelazine pills prevent Precious Grace from hearing voices, so she bakes Stelazine into her famous
M&M cookies to help calm herself as well as calm visitors. There is nothing better than sitting on
the porch beneath an orange August moon, spinning yarns, reliving childhood memories, and
drinking milk and eating Precious' cookies. Before the story is finished, visitors, as well as audience
members and readers, will learn that Precious Grace's pill-baked cookies are a necessity.
  it s a dickens of a cookie: The New Yorker Harold Wallace Ross, William Shawn, Tina Brown,
Katharine Sergeant Angell White, David Remnick, Rea Irvin, Roger Angell, 2009-12
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