HOW LONG IS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

THE LENGTH OF THE MissISSIPPI RIVER: EXPLORING AMERICA’S MAJESTIC W ATERWAY

HOW LONG IS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS A QUESTION THAT OFTEN SPARKS CURIOSITY AMONG GEOGRAPHY ENTHUSIASTS,
TRAVELERS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE NATURAL WONDERS OF THE UNITED STATES. AS ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC RIVERS
IN THE WORLD, THE MISSISSIPPI HAS A RICH HISTORY AND PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN AMERICAN CULTURE, ECONOMY, AND
ECOLOGY. UNDERSTANDING ITS LENGTH IS JUST THE STARTING POINT TO APPRECIATING THIS MIGHTY RIVER’S SIGNIFICANCE.

How LoNG Is THE MississiPpI RIVER? UNVEILING THE FACTS

\W/HEN PEOPLE ASK, “HOW LONG IS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER,” THE STRAIGHTFORWARD ANSWER IS APPROXIMATELY 2,320 MILES
(3,730 KILOMETERS). THIS MEASUREMENT MAKES THE MISSISSIPPI THE SECOND-LONGEST RIVER IN NORTH AMERICA, JUST BEHIND
THE MISSOURI RIVER. STARTING FROM ITS SOURCE AT LAKE ITASCA IN NORTHERN MINNESOTA, THE RIVER FLOWS SOUTHWARD
UNTIL IT EMPTIES INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO.

THIS VAST STRETCH OF WATER COVERS A DIVERSE RANGE OF LANDSCAPES, CLIMATES, AND ECOSYSTEMS. FROM THE DENSE
FORESTS OF MINNESOTA TO THE SPRAWLING WETLANDS OF LOUISIANA, THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER’S LENGTH REPRESENTS MORE
THAN JUST A NUMBER—IT’S A JOURNEY THROUGH THE HEART OF THE UNITED STATES.

MEeASURING THE MississiPPl; WHAT CouUNTS TowWARD ITS LENGTH?

UNDERSTANDING HOW LONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS REQUIRES LOOKING AT HOW RIVER LENGTHS ARE CALCULATED. UNLIKE
STRAIGHT-LINE DISTANCES, RIVER LENGTHS FOLLOW THE ACTUAL PATH THE WATER TAKES, INCLUDING ALL BENDS AND
MEANDERS. THIS NATURAL WINDING IS WHY THE MISSISSIPPI’S LENGTH CAN VARY SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON THE SOURCE OR
MEASUREMENT METHOD.

FOR INSTANCE, SOME STUDIES MIGHT INCLUDE THE MISSOURI RIVER, A MAJOR TRIBUTARY, WHICH COULD EXTEND THE COMBINED
RIVER SYSTEM’S LENGTH TO OVER 3,700 MILES, MAKING IT THE LONGEST RIVER SYSTEM IN NORTH AMERICA. BUT WHEN
FOCUSING SOLELY ON THE MISSISSIPPI ITSELF—FROM LAKE ITASCA TO THE GULF OF MeXICO—THE 2,3 20-MILE FIGURE IS
WIDELY ACCEPTED.

THe MississiPPI RIVER’S GEOGRAPHIC JOURNEY

THE IMPRESSIVE LENGTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS MATCHED BY THE VARIETY OF ENVIRONMENTS IT TRAVERSES.
UNDERSTANDING ITS COURSE GIVES A CLEARER PICTURE OF WHY THIS RIVER IS SO IMPORTANT AND HOW IT SHAPES THE REGIONS
IT FLOWS THROUGH.

FrRoM LAKE ITASCA TO THE HEARTLAND

THE RIVER’S JOURNEY BEGINS MODESTLY AT LAKE |TASCA/ A SMALL GLACIAL LAKE NESTLED IN THE FORESTS OF NORTHERN
MINNESOTA. HERE, THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS BARELY MORE THAN A STREAM, BUT IT QUICKLY GATHERS STRENGTH AS IT FLOWS
SOUTHWARD, PICKING UP WATER FROM TRIBUTARIES LIKE THE Crow WING AND THE MINNESOTA RIVERS.

AS IT REACHES THE MID\X/EST, THE MISSISSIPPI WIDENS CONSIDERABLY. |T PASSES THROUGH MAJOR CITIES SUCH AS ST. LOUIS,
MISSOURI, AND MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WHERE IT HAS HISTORICALLY SUPPORTED TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND TRANSPORTATION.



DowN To THE DELTA AND THE GULF oF MExICO

CONTINUING ITS LONG VOYAGE, THE MissISSIPPI RIVER FINALLY REACHES THE VAST WETLANDS OF LOUISIANA. THIS REGION IS
KNOWN AS THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA, A COMPLEX NETWORK OF BAYOUS, MARSHES, AND CHANNELS TEEMING WITH WILDLIFE.

THE RIVER’S LENGTH CULMINATES AS IT EMPTIES INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO NEAR NEW ORLEANS, CREATING ONE OF THE

LARGEST RIVER DELTAS IN THE WORLD. THIS ENDPOINT IS VITAL FOR SHIPPING, FISHING, AND MAINTAINING COASTAL
ECOSYSTEMS.

WHY THE LENGTH OF THE MississIPPI RIVER MATTERS

THE QUESTION OF HOW LONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS MIGHT SEEM LIKE A SIMPLE GEOGRAPHICAL FACT, BUT THE RIVER’S
LENGTH CARRIES PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR MANY ASPECTS OF LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES.

EcoNoMic AND TRANSPORTATION IMPACT

SPANNING OVER TWO THOUSAND MILES, THE MissISsIPPI RIVER SERVES AS A NATURAL HIGHWAY FOR COMMERCE. BARGES
TRANSPORT GOODS SUCH AS GRAINS, COAL, AND PETROLEUM ALONG THIS WATERWAY, CONNECTING AGRICULTURAL
HEARTLANDS WITH GLOBAL MARKETS VIA THE GULF OF MEXICO.

THE RIVER’S LENGTH AND NAVIGABILITY HAVE MADE IT A BACKBONE OF THE AMERICAN ECONOMY AND A KEY ROUTE FOR
INTERNAL TRADE.

ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE MISSISSIPPI’S LENGTH MEANS IT INFLUENCES A WIDE RANGE OF ECOSYSTEMS. |IT SUPPORTS DIVERSE WILDLIFE, INCLUDING
MIGRATORY BIRDS, FISH SPECIES, AND UNIQUE PLANT COMMUNITIES.

THE RIVER’S FLOW ALSO IMPACTS WATER QUALITY AND SEDIMENT TRANSPORT, WHICH AFFECT EVERYTHING FROM SOIL
FERTILITY IN FLOODPLAINS TO THE HEALTH OF THE GULF’S FISHERIES.

CULTURAL AND HiSTORICAL IMPORTANCE

OVER ITS LONG COURSE, THE MissISsIPPI RIVER HAS BEEN A WITNESS TO CENTURIES OF HISTORY. NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES,
EUROPEAN EXPLORERS, AND AMERICAN PIONEERS ALL RELIED ON THIS RIVER FOR SUSTENANCE AND TRANSPORTATION.

THE RIVER’S LENGTH ALLOWED IT TO SERVE AS A NATURAL BOUNDARY, A TRADE ROUTE, AND A SYMBOL OF AMERICAN IDENTITY
IMMORTALIZED IN LITERATURE, MUSIC, AND FOLKLORE.

INTERESTING FACTS RELATED TO THE MissIssIPPI RIVER’S LENGTH

EXPLORING HOW LONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS OPENS THE DOOR TO MANY FASCINATING TIDBITS ABOUT THIS GRAND
WATERWAY:

® CHANGING CoURSE: OVER THOUSANDS OF YEARS, THE MissIssIPPI RIVER HAS NATURALLY SHIFTED ITS PATH, ALTERING
ITS LENGTH AND CREATING NEW LANDSCAPES.



o FLooD CONTROL: EXTENSIVE LEVEE SYSTEMS AND DAMS HAVE BEEN BUILT ALONG PARTS OF THE RIVER TO MANAGE
FLOODING, WHICH CAN INFLUENCE THE RIVER’S FLOW AND LENGTH TEMPORARILY.

¢ TRIBUTARIES: THE MissISsIPPI RIVER HAS OVER 250 TRIBUTARIES, INCLUDING THE OHIO AND ARKANSAS RIVERS, WHICH
FEED INTO ITS MASSIVE WATERSHED SPANNING 3 1 U.S. STATES.

* ReECREATIONAL USE: ITS LENGTH AND SCENIC VARIETY MAKE THE MISSISSIPPI POPULAR FOR FISHING, BOATING, AND RIVER
CRUISES, ATTRACTING MILLIONS OF VISITORS EACH YEAR.

TIPS FOR EXPLORING THE MissISSIPPI RIVER

IF YOU FIND YOURSELF FASCINATED BY HOW LONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS AND WANT TO EXPERIENCE IT FIRSTHAND, HERE ARE
SOME TIPS TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR JOURNEY'

1. PLAN YOUR ROUTE: WHETHER YOU WANT TO EXPLORE THE RIVER’S SOURCE IN MINNESOTA OR ITS DELTA IN
LOUISIANA, DECIDE WHICH SECTION INTERESTS YOU MOST.

2. VisIT Key CiTies: CITIES LIKE MINNEAPOLIS, ST. Louls, MeMPHIS, AND NEw ORLEANS OFFER RICH CULTURAL
EXPERIENCES TIED CLOSELY TO THE RIVER’S HISTORY.

3. TAkE A River CruISE: CRUISES PROVIDE A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE RIVER’S LENGTH AND THE DIVERSE LANDSCAPES
ALONG ITS BANKS.

4. ExpPLORE NATURE RESERVES: MANY PARKS AND WILDLIFE REFUGES ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI OFFER HIKING, BIRDW ATCHING,
AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.

UNDERST ANDING HOW LONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS GIVES MORE THAN JUST A NUMBER—IT OPENS A WINDOW INTO THE
NATURAL, CULTURAL, AND ECONOMIC LIFEBLOOD OF A VAST REGION. W/HETHER YOU’RE INTRIGUED BY GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, OR
ECOLOGY, THE MISSISSIPPI’S IMPRESSIVE LENGTH IS A GATEWAY TO COUNTLESS STORIES AND EXPERIENCES THAT DEFINE
AMERICA’S HEARTLAND.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

How LONG Is THE MississiPpI RIVER?

THE MississiPpI RIVER 1S APPROXIMATELY 2,340 MILES (3,7 66 KILOMETERS) LONG.

\W/HERE DOES THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER START AND END?

THE Mississippl RIVER STARTS AT LAKE ITASCA IN MINNESOTA AND FLOWS SOUTH TO THE GULF oF MexiIco.

Is THE MississIPPI RIVER THE LONGEST RIVER IN THE UNITED STATES?

YES/ THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS THE LONGEST RIVER IN THE UNITED STATES.

How DOES THE LENGTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMPARE TO OTHER RIVERS IN THE



\WORLD?

THE MiSSISSIPPI RIVER IS ONE OF THE LONGEST RIVERS IN THE WORLD, RANKING AROUND THE 147TH LONGEST, BUT IT IS SHORTER
THAN RIVERS LIKE THE NILE AND THE AMAZON.

HAS THE LENGTH OF THE MissIssIPPI RIVER CHANGED OVER TIME?

THE LENGTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER HAS CHANGED SLIGHTLY OVER TIME DUE TO NATURAL PROCESSES LIKE EROSION, SEDIMENT
DEPOSITION, AND HUMAN-MADE ALTERATIONS.

WHAT STATES DOES THE MissISSIPPI RIVER RUN THROUGH?

THe MissISsIPPI RIVER RUNS THROUGH OR BORDERS 10 STATES: MINNESOTA, WISCONSIN, lowA, ILLINOIS, MISSOURI,
KenTucky, TENNESSEE, ARKANSAS, MISSISSIPPI, AND LOUISIANA.

How LONG DOES IT TAKE WATER TO TRAVEL THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI
River?

[T GENERALLY TAKES ABOUT 90 DAYS FOR WATER TO TRAVEL THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER FROM ITS SOURCE
To THE GULF oF MEXICO.

ARE THERE ANY MAJOR TRIBUTARIES THAT AFFECT THE LENGTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI
RIVER SYSTEM?

YES, MAJOR TRIBUTARIES LIKE THE MISSOURI RIVER AND THE OHIO RIVER SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL LENGTH
AND FLOW OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER SYSTEM.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THE LENGTH OF THE MissIssIPPI RIVER: AN IN-DEPTH EXAMINATION

HOW LONG IS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER REMAINS A QUESTION THAT DRAWS SIGNIFICANT CURIOSITY FROM GEOGRAPHERS,
HISTORIANS, ENVIRONMENTALISTS, AND TRAVELERS ALIKE. AS ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC RIVERS IN THE UNITED STATES AND
INDEED THE WORLD, THE MissIssIPPI RIVER HAS A RICH HISTORY, EXTENSIVE GEOGRAPHICAL REACH, AND COMPLEX
ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE. LUNDERSTANDING ITS LENGTH IS NOT MERELY A MATTER OF NUMBERS BUT INVOLVES EXPLORING ITS
SOURCE, TRIBUTARIES, AND THE WAY IT SHAPES THE LANDSCAPE ACROSS MULTIPLE STATES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE
SPECIFICS OF THE MISSISSIPPI’S LENGTH AND DISCUSSES ITS BROADER CONTEXT WITHIN THE NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT.

UUNDERSTANDING THE LENGTH OF THE MississiPPI RIVER

THE MissISsIPPI RIVER STRETCHES APPROXIMATELY 2,320 MILES (3,7 30 KILOMETERS) FROM ITS SOURCE TO ITS MOUTH.
ORIGINATING FROM LAKE ITASCA IN NORTHERN MINNESOTA, THE RIVER MEANDERS SOUTHWARD, EVENTUALLY EMPTYING INTO THE
GULF oF MExICO. THIS IMMENSE SPAN MAKES IT THE SECOND-LONGEST RIVER IN THE UNITED STATES, SURPASSED ONLY BY THE
MISSOURI RIVER, WHICH IS ACTUALLY A TRIBUTARY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. THE LENGTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS NOT A FIXED
MEASURE, HOWEVER, AS IT CHANGES OVER TIME DUE TO NATURAL PROCESSES SUCH AS EROSION, SEDIMENT DEPOSITION, AND
HUMAN INTERVENTION THROUGH ENGINEERING PROJECTS.

MEASURING THE MissISsIPPI: CHALLENGES AND CONSIDERATIONS

ONE MIGHT ASSUME THAT MEASURING A RIVER’S LENGTH IS STRAIGHTFORWARD, BUT THE CASE OF THE MississIPPI RIVER



REVEALS COMPLEXITIES. THE RIVER’S COURSE IS NOT STATIC; IT SHIFTS NATURALLY OVER DECADES, INFLUENCED BY FLOODS,
SEDIMENT BUILDUP, AND CHANGING WATER FLOW PATTERNS. ADDITIONALLY/ THE INCLUSION OR EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN
TRIBUTARIES CAN AFFECT THE TOTAL LENGTH CALCULATION. FOR INSTANCE, THE MISSOURI RIVER, A MAJOR TRIBUTARY, IS
LONGER THAN THE MISSISSIPPI ITSELF, AND SOME ASSESSMENTS CONSIDER THE COMBINED MISSOURI-MISSISSIPPI SYSTEM AS THE
LONGEST RIVER SYSTEM IN NORTH AMERICA.

MOREOVER, THE DEFINITION OF THE RIVER’S SOURCE AND MOUTH CAN VARY SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON THE CRITERIA USED. L AKE
[TASCA IS TRADITIONALLY RECOGNIZED AS THE SOURCE, BUT SOME HYDROLOGISTS HAVE EXPLORED ALTERNATIVE UPSTREAM
TRIBUTARIES THAT COULD MARGINALLY EXTEND THE RIVER’S LENGTH. SIMILARLY/ THE RIVER’S DELTA AND DISTRIBUTARIES IN
LOUISIANA COMPLICATE PINPOINTING THE EXACT END POINT WHERE THE MISSISSIPPI EMPTIES INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: MississiPPl RIVER LENGTH IN CONTEXT

\X/HEN ADDRESSING HOW LONG IS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, IT IS HELPFUL TO PLACE IT IN A GLOBAL AND NATIONAL COMPARISON.
AT ROUGHLY 2,320 MILES, THE MISSISSIPPI RANKS AS ONE OF THE LONGEST RIVERS IN THE WORLD BUT FALLS SHORT
COMPARED TO GIANTS LIKE THE NiLE (ABoUT 4,130 MILES) AND THE AMAZON (ABOUT 4,000 MILES). WITHIN THE UNITED
STATES, THE MISSISSIPPI IS THE SECOND LONGEST, CLOSELY TRAILING THE MISSOURI RIVER, WHICH MEASURES APPROXIMATELY
2,341 MILES.

THIS PROXIMITY IN LENGTH BETWEEN THE MISSISSIPPI AND MISSOURI RIVERS HAS LED TO DEBATES AMONG GEOGRAPHERS ABOUT
WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED THE MAIN RIVER. SOME ARGUE THAT SINCE THE MISSOURI IS A TRIBUTARY, THE MIssSISSIPPI’S
LENGTH SHOULD BE MEASURED ALONE, WHILE OTHERS ADVOCATE FOR CONSIDERING THE MISSOURI-MISSISSIPPI SYSTEM AS A
WHOLE, PUSHING THE COMBINED LENGTH TO NEARLY 3,7 10 MILES, MAKING IT THE FOURTH-LONGEST RIVER SYSTEM \WORLDWIDE.

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES INFLUENCING LENGTH

THE RIVER’S LENGTH IS INFLUENCED BY SEVERAL GEOGRAPHICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES:

* MEANDERING PATH: THE MISSISSIPPI’S WINDING COURSE, CHARACTERIZED BY NUMEROUS BENDS AND OXBOW LAKES,
INCREASES ITS ACTUAL LENGTH COMPARED TO A STRAIGHT-LINE DISTANCE.

e TRIBUTARIES: MAJOR TRIBUTARIES LIKE THE OHIO/ ARKANSAS, AND RED RIVERS CONTRIBUTE TO THE RIVER’S VOLUME
AND NETWORK BUT NOT NECESSARILY ITS LENGTH UNLESS CONSIDERED IN COMBINED SYSTEMS.

® DELTA REGION: THE RIVER’S DELTA IN LOUISIANA IS A COMPLEX WEB OF CHANNELS AND DISTRIBUTARIES, WHERE THE
RIVER’S MOUTH BROADENS AND DISPERSES, MAKING PRECISE LENGTH MEASUREMENT CHALLENGING.

HisTORICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MississiPpl RIVER’S
LENGTH

THE MissISSIPPI RIVER’S CONSIDERABLE LENGTH HAS HISTORICALLY MADE IT A CRUCIAL ARTERY FOR TRANSPORTATION,
COMMERCE, AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE. FroM NATIVE AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS TO EUROPEAN EXPLORERS AND MODERN
INDUSTRIES, THE RIVER HAS BEEN CENTRAL TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN MIDWEST AND SOUTH. ITS LENGTH
ALLOWED IT TO CONNECT DIVERSE ECOLOGICAL ZONES, CLIMATES, AND COMMUNITIES, FOSTERING ECONOMIC GROW TH AND
CULTURAL DIVERSITY.

ENVIRONMENTALLYI THE RIVER’S LENGTH SUPPORTS A VAST ARRAY OF HABITATS. ITS WATERSHED COVERS ABOUT 1.2 MILLION
SQUARE MILES, ENCOMPASSING PARTS OF 31 U.S. sTATES AND TWO CANADIAN PROVINCES. THIS EXTENSIVE DRAINAGE BASIN
IS HOME TO COUNTLESS SPECIES OF FISH, BIRDS, AND PLANTS. THE RIVER’S LENGTH AND FLOW INFLUENCE SEDIMENT TRANSPORT,



NUTRIENT DISTRIBUTION, AND FLOODPLAIN ECOSYSTEMS ALONG ITS COURSE.

HUMAN IMPACT oN THE MississiIPPI’s LENGTH AND COURSE

HUMAN ACTIVITIES HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY ALTERED THE NATURAL LENGTH AND FLOW OF THE MISsISSIPPI RIVER. EFFORTS TO
CONTROL FLOODING, FACILITATE NAVIGATION, AND HARNESS W ATER RESOURCES HAVE LED TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF LEVEES,
DAMS, AND LOCKS. THESE STRUCTURES HAVE STRAIGHTENED SOME RIVER SEGMENTS, POTENTIALLY REDUCING THE RIVER’S
LENGTH BY LIMITING NATURAL MEANDERS.

CONVEESELY, SEDIMENT DEPOSITION IN THE DELTA REGION HAS EXTENDED THE RIVER’S REACH INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO IN
CERTAIN AREAS. HO\X/EVER, SUBSIDENCE AND SEA-LEVEL RISE THREATEN TO ERODE PARTS OF THE DELTA, ALTERING THE RIVER’S
MOUTH AND POSSIBLY ITS EFFECTIVE LENGTH OVER TIME.

THe Mississippl RIVER IN MoDERN CONTEXT: NAVIGABILITY AND ECONOMIC
IMPORTANCE

UNDERSTANDING HOW LONG IS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER ALSO TIES INTO ITS ROLE AS A MAJOR NAVIGABLE WATERWAY. THE RIVER
SUPPORTS ONE OF THE LARGEST AND BUSIEST INLAND WATER TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS IN THE UNITED STATES. ITS LENGTH
ALLOWS FOR THE MOVEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, INDUSTRIAL GOODS, AND RAW MATERIALS OVER CONSIDERABLE
DISTANCES, LINKING INLAND PRODUCERS WITH GLOBAL MARKETS.

THE RIVER’S LENGTH AND DEPTH ARE MANAGED TO ACCOMMODATE COMMERCIAL BARGE TRAFFIC, WITH A SERIES OF LOCKS AND
DAMS ENSURING NAVIGABILITY. THIS INFRASTRUCTURE AFFECTS THE FLOW AND CAN INFLUENCE THE NATURAL COURSE AND
LENGTH OF THE RIVER. MAINTAINING THIS BALANCE BETWEEN ECONOMIC UTILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION REMAINS A
KEY CHALLENGE FOR POLICYMAKERS AND ENVIRONMENTALISTS.

Key TAKEAWAYS ON THE MississiPPI RIVER’S LENGTH

o THe MissISsIPPI RIVER IS APPROXIMATELY 2,320 MILES LONG, MAKING IT THE SECOND-LONGEST RIVER IN THE UNITED
STATES.

® |TS LENGTH VARIES SLIGHTLY DUE TO NATURAL CHANGES IN ITS COURSE AND HUMAN ENGINEERING PROJECTS.

® |NCLUDING ITS MAJOR TRIBUTARY, THE MISSOURI RIVER, THE COMBINED RIVER SYSTEM EXTENDS TO NEARLY 3,7 10
MILES.

® |TS EXTENSIVE LENGTH CONTRIBUTES TO ITS ECOLOGICAL DIVERSITY, ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE, AND HISTORICAL
IMPORTANCE.

® HUMAN INTERVENTION HAS BOTH SHORTENED AND EXTENDED PARTS OF THE RIVER THROUGH VARIOUS INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES.

EXPLORING HOW LONG IS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER REVEALS MORE THAN JUST A MEASUREMENT, IT OPENS A WINDOW INTO THE
DYNAMIC INTERPLAY BETWEEN NATURE AND HUMAN ACTIVITY. THE RIVER’S IMPRESSIVE LENGTH IS A TESTIMONY TO ITS ENDURING
ROLE IN SHAPING THE GEOGRAPHY, ECONOMY, AND CULTURE OF THE UNITED STATES. AS ENVIRONMENTAL AND
INFRASTRUCTURAL CHALLENGES EVOLVE, THE MISSISSIPPI CONTINUES TO BE A LIVING, CHANGING ENTITY THAT REFLECTS THE
ONGOING STORY OF THE AMERICAN LANDSCAPE.
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how long is the mississippi river: Large Rivers Avijit Gupta, 2022-05-02 An updated
treatment of management and geomorphology of large rivers around the world The newly revised
Second Edition of Large Rivers: Geomorphology and Management delivers a thoroughly updated
exploration of the form and function of major rivers. The book brings together a set of papers on the
large rivers of the world, offering readers an insightful examination of a demanding subject. The
new Second Edition of the book includes fully updated and revised chapters, as well as two entirely
new chapters on the Ayeyarwady and the Arctic rivers. This fascinating volume describes the
environmental requirements for creating and maintaining a major river system, case studies on over
a dozen large rivers from different continents in a variety of physical environments, and the
measurement and management of large rivers. Unmatched in scope, Large Rivers sheds light on a
subject lacking in comprehensive study. Readers will benefit from the inclusion of: A thorough
introduction to the geology of large river systems, hydrology and discharge, transcontinental moving
and storage of sediment, and the greatest floods and largest rivers An exploration of the
classification, architecture, and evolution of large-river deltas Discussions of sedimentology and
stratigraphy of large river deposits, including their recognition in the ancient record and the
distinction from incised valley fills An examination of the effects of tectonism, climate change, and
sea-level change on the form and behavior of the modern Amazon river and its floodplain
Measurement and management of large rivers The effect of climatic change on large rivers Perfect
for postgraduate students and researchers in fluvial geomorphology, hydrology, sedimentary
geology, and river management, Large Rivers: Geomorphology and Management will also earn a
place in the libraries of engineers and environmental consultants in the private and public sectors
working on major rivers around the world.
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Headwaters of the Mississippi River Through Louisiana Territory, and in New Spain, During the
Years 1805-6-7 Elliott Coues, 2020-09-28

how long is the mississippi river: Heuristics and Biases Thomas Gilovich, Dale Griffin, Daniel
Kahneman, 2002-07-08 This book, first published in 2002, compiles psychologists' best attempts to
answer important questions about intuitive judgment.
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Survey (U.S.), 1988

how long is the mississippi river: Illinois and Mississippi Rivers, and Diversion of Water from
Lake Michigan United States. Congress. House. Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 1924

how long is the mississippi river: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1909 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

how long is the mississippi river: Reports of Committees United States. Congress. House,
1883

how long is the mississippi river: Introducing Large Rivers Avijit Gupta, 2020-03-09 An
accessible introduction to large rivers, including coverage of the geomorphology, hydrology,
ecology, and environments of large river systems This indispensible book takes a structured and
global approach to the subject of large rivers, covering geomorphology, hydrology, ecology, and
anthropogenic environment. It offers a thorough foundation for readers who are new to the field and
presents enlightening discussions about issues of management at the worldwide scale. The book also
examines possible future adaptations that may come about due to climate change. The book has
benefitted from contributions by Professor W.]J. Junk on the ecology of floodplains and Professor Olav
Slaymaker on the large arctic rivers. Introducing Large Rivers is presented in three parts. Part 1
provides an introduction to the world’s large rivers and their basins. It covers source, transfer, and
storage of their water and sediment; Pleistocene inheritance; the ecology of channels and
floodplains; deltas; and more. Several large rivers are discussed in the next part. These include the
Amazon Mississippi, Nile, Ganga-Brahmaputra System, Mekong, and Yangtze. The last part
examines changes in large rivers and our management of river systems. It studies anthropogenic
alterations such as land use and deforestation in large river basins; structural control systems like
dams and reservoirs on channels; and ecological changes. It finishes with chapters on the
management of large rivers, covering both technical and political aspects, and the future of the
world’s big river systems. Introducing Large Rivers is ideal as an introductory textbook on large
rivers for future earth and environmental scientists and river managers. It will also benefit advanced
undergraduate and graduate students studying geography, geology, ecology, and river management.
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