
what time do you wake up in basic training
What Time Do You Wake Up in Basic Training? A Realistic Look at Military Mornings

what time do you wake up in basic training is one of the first questions many future recruits ask
before stepping into the world of military boot camp. The answer varies depending on the branch of
service and the specific training facility, but there are common themes that shape the daily routine of
every recruit. Waking up early isn’t just about starting the day; it’s a critical part of building discipline,
maximizing training hours, and adapting to military life. Let’s dive into what a typical morning looks
like in basic training, explore why wake-up times are so early, and what recruits can expect from their
first days.

Understanding the Wake-Up Time in Basic Training

Every branch of the military has its own schedule, but waking up early is a universal rule. Generally,
recruits can expect to rise anywhere between 4:30 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. This is significantly earlier than
many civilians are accustomed to, but the rationale is deeply rooted in military discipline and
efficiency.

Typical Wake-Up Times Across Military Branches

Army Basic Training: Usually starts around 5:00 a.m., though some days may begin even
earlier depending on the training phase.

Navy Boot Camp: Often starts at 5:00 a.m., with “reveille” sounding off to signal the start of
the day.

Marine Corps Recruit Training: Known for its rigor, mornings often begin as early as 4:30
a.m.

Air Force Basic Military Training: Typically starts around 5:00 a.m., with recruits expected
to be out of bed quickly.

Coast Guard Training: Similar to other branches, wake-up times hover around 5:00 a.m., but
can vary with specific schedules.

This early rise time ensures that recruits have enough time for physical training, morning inspections,
hygiene routines, and breakfast before the day’s activities begin.



Why Such an Early Start?

Waking up early in basic training serves several important purposes beyond just fitting more activities
into the day.

Building Discipline and Mental Toughness

The military places a high value on discipline. Getting out of bed promptly when the alarm sounds is a
simple but powerful exercise in following orders and establishing routine. This habit extends beyond
boot camp, instilling a mindset that carries through a recruit’s entire military career.

Maximizing Daylight and Training Hours

Basic training is packed with physical fitness, classroom instruction, drills, and practical exercises.
Starting early allows trainers to make the most of daylight, especially during winter months when
daylight hours are limited.

Promoting Teamwork and Cohesion

Morning routines often require recruits to work together—making beds, cleaning barracks, or moving
as a unit to the chow hall. An early start helps forge bonds among recruits through shared
experiences and collective responsibility.

What Happens Immediately After Wake-Up?

The moment the wake-up call sounds, recruits must act swiftly. Here’s what typically takes place right
after waking up:

Reveille and Accountability

In many basic training environments, a bugle or bell signals “reveille,” the official wake-up call.
Recruits must be out of bed quickly, dressed in their uniform or physical training gear, and ready for
inspection or accountability checks.

Personal Hygiene and Barracks Duties

Recruits usually have a limited window to complete personal hygiene tasks such as brushing teeth,
washing their face, and using the restroom. Following this, they are often responsible for cleaning



their personal area and ensuring their beds are made according to strict military standards.

Physical Training (PT)

Mornings typically include physical training sessions—running, calisthenics, obstacle courses, or
strength exercises. This is a critical component of basic training designed to build fitness and
endurance.

Tips for Adjusting to Early Mornings in Basic Training

Adjusting to the early wake-up times can be challenging, especially if you’re used to a different sleep
schedule. Here are some tips to help recruits make the transition smoother:

Practice Early Bedtimes: Before arriving at basic training, try to shift your sleep schedule1.
earlier to align with the expected wake-up time.

Focus on Quality Sleep: Even if the quantity of sleep is limited, aim for uninterrupted, restful2.
sleep by avoiding caffeine and screens before bedtime.

Stay Organized: Keeping your gear and uniform ready the night before reduces morning3.
stress and allows for a quicker start.

Mentally Prepare: Understand that early mornings are part of the training process designed4.
to build resilience and discipline.

Lean on Your Team: Support from fellow recruits can make the early wake-ups feel less5.
daunting.

How Wake-Up Times Evolve During Training

It’s important to note that the wake-up time might shift as recruits advance through different phases
of training. Early mornings during initial weeks might be more rigid, while later phases could introduce
more flexibility depending on the training schedule.

Initial Phase: Strict and Early

The first few weeks are often the most demanding. Wake-up calls are early, and the schedule is
packed to instill discipline and cover foundational skills.



Mid to Late Phase: Adjustments and Increased
Responsibilities

As recruits gain experience, they might have more control over personal time and responsibilities, but
the culture of early rising often remains intact.

Impact of Early Wake-Up on Recruits’ Daily Life

Waking up early in basic training affects more than just the morning—it shapes the entire day and
mindset.

Enhanced Productivity and Focus

Starting the day early helps recruits stay ahead of tasks and maintain focus throughout demanding
schedules.

Improved Physical Conditioning

Regular morning physical training sessions contribute significantly to fitness gains and stamina.

Development of Lifelong Habits

The habit of early rising and punctuality is something many veterans carry with them long after
training ends, benefiting both their military and civilian lives.

---

Ultimately, understanding what time do you wake up in basic training helps set expectations for those
preparing to embark on this transformative journey. While the early mornings may seem tough at
first, they are the foundation of a disciplined, organized, and resilient military lifestyle. Embracing
these early hours is part of the challenge—and the honor—of becoming a service member.

Frequently Asked Questions

What time do recruits typically wake up during basic training?
Recruits usually wake up around 5:00 AM during basic training, although the exact time can vary
depending on the branch and training schedule.



Is the wake-up time in basic training the same every day?
Wake-up times in basic training are generally consistent, often early in the morning, but can
occasionally vary due to specific training activities or schedules.

Why do recruits wake up so early in basic training?
Early wake-up times help instill discipline, maximize training time, and prepare recruits for the
demanding physical and mental challenges of basic training.

Are recruits allowed to sleep in during basic training?
No, recruits are not allowed to sleep in during basic training. Strict schedules require them to wake up
early and follow a regimented daily routine.

How does waking up early in basic training affect recruits?
Waking up early helps build discipline, time management skills, and resilience, which are essential
qualities for military service.

Additional Resources
**What Time Do You Wake Up in Basic Training? A Detailed Exploration**

what time do you wake up in basic training is a question that many prospective military recruits
ask as they prepare for one of the most rigorous and transformative experiences of their lives. Basic
training, also known as boot camp, is designed to instill discipline, physical fitness, and foundational
military skills. A critical component of this regimen is the daily schedule, which revolves around early
wake-up times, structured routines, and intensive training sessions. Understanding the typical wake-
up time, the rationale behind it, and how it varies across branches provides valuable insight into the
demands placed on recruits during this foundational phase.

The Typical Wake-Up Time in Military Basic Training

Wake-up times during basic training are notoriously early, often set to ensure recruits maximize
daylight hours for physical training, drills, and classroom instruction. In most branches of the U.S.
military, including the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air Force, recruits generally rise between 4:30
AM and 5:30 AM. This early start supports a highly regimented daily schedule and cultivates the
discipline necessary for military life.

For example, the U.S. Army’s basic training commonly begins with a wake-up call around 5:00 AM.
Similarly, Marine Corps boot camp, known for its intensity, often starts the day at approximately 4:30
AM. The Navy and Air Force typically follow wake-up times closer to 5:00 or 5:30 AM. While these
times may vary slightly by training location and season, the early wake-up is a consistent feature
across the board.



Why Are Wake-Up Times So Early?

The early wake-up times in basic training serve several purposes:

Discipline and Routine: Military life relies heavily on structure. Waking up early enforces a
strict daily routine that recruits must learn to follow without exception.

Maximizing Training Time: Training days are long, often lasting 12 to 16 hours. Starting early
allows for multiple sessions of physical training, classroom instruction, and practical exercises.

Physical Fitness: Early mornings are ideal for physical activities such as runs, calisthenics,
and obstacle courses, which are critical components of basic training.

Simulating Military Operations: Military operations often happen at unconventional hours.
Early wake-ups help acclimate recruits to the unpredictable nature of military demands.

Comparing Wake-Up Routines Across Military Branches

Although early wake-up times are a universal feature of basic training, the exact timing and daily
schedules can differ depending on the branch of service and training facility. Below is an overview of
wake-up times and morning routines in various branches.

Army Basic Training Wake-Up Time

The Army typically starts the day with a reveille around 5:00 AM. Recruits must quickly get dressed
and prepare for morning physical training (PT), which often takes place immediately after wake-up.
The Army emphasizes endurance and teamwork, so the morning sessions may include runs, obstacle
courses, or group exercises.

Marine Corps Boot Camp Wake-Up Time

Known for its rigorous discipline, the Marine Corps starts the day earlier than most branches,
commonly around 4:30 AM. The wake-up bell is followed by rapid preparation for intense physical
training. Marine recruit training is physically demanding, with a strong focus on mental toughness and
resilience.

Navy Boot Camp Wake-Up Time

Navy recruits typically wake up around 5:30 AM. The slightly later start allows for a balance of
physical training and classroom instruction. Navy basic training incorporates both physical



conditioning and technical skill development, requiring a flexible yet structured daily schedule.

Air Force Basic Training Wake-Up Time

The Air Force generally starts the day around 5:00 to 5:30 AM. Physical fitness remains a priority, but
training often includes a heavier emphasis on technical and leadership skills. The wake-up routine is
designed to prepare recruits for the diverse challenges of Air Force service.

The Impact of Early Wake-Up Times on Recruits

The early wake-up time in basic training can be both physically and mentally challenging. Recruits
often report difficulties adjusting to the abrupt change from civilian sleep patterns to the demanding
military schedule. However, this adjustment is a purposeful aspect of the training aimed at building
resilience.

Physical Effects

Sleep deprivation during the initial stages of training can impact recruits’ energy levels,
concentration, and overall performance. Military training programs anticipate this by gradually
increasing the intensity of activities so recruits adapt over time. The early wake-up also encourages
better sleep hygiene, as recruits learn to sleep efficiently within limited hours.

Mental and Emotional Effects

Waking up early under strict supervision fosters a mindset of accountability and readiness. This
discipline translates into other areas of military life, enhancing recruits’ ability to respond to orders
promptly and maintain focus throughout the day.

Strategies to Adjust to Early Wake-Up

Recruits can employ several strategies to cope with early mornings in basic training:

Prioritize sleep by establishing a consistent bedtime.

Practice mindfulness or relaxation techniques to improve sleep quality.

Maintain a positive attitude toward the schedule as part of the training experience.

Utilize the structured environment to develop effective time management skills.



Early Wake-Up as a Reflection of Military Culture

The strict wake-up times in basic training reflect broader military values such as discipline,
punctuality, and readiness. These early mornings are not merely about physical activity but serve as a
daily reminder that military service demands commitment and adaptability.

In addition, the communal aspect of waking up early alongside fellow recruits fosters a sense of
camaraderie and shared purpose. This collective experience is crucial in forming the bonds that
underpin military units.

Wake-Up Time and Training Outcomes

Studies and anecdotal evidence suggest that the regimented schedule, including early wake-up times,
contributes positively to the overall effectiveness of basic training. Recruits who successfully adapt
tend to exhibit greater self-discipline, improved physical fitness, and enhanced ability to follow orders
under pressure.

Variations Due to Training Location and Season

While the general wake-up window remains consistent, some variation can occur due to geographic
location and seasonal changes. For example, training bases in warmer climates may start physical
activities earlier to avoid midday heat. Conversely, during winter months, wake-up times might
slightly adjust to accommodate daylight availability.

Additionally, some training commands may incorporate “lights out” and “wake-up” times based on
operational needs or specific training cycles, but these adjustments rarely deviate significantly from
the 4:30 AM to 5:30 AM range.

Specialized Training and Wake-Up Flexibility

Certain specialized military training programs or advanced phases may allow for different schedules.
However, the foundational basic training period maintains a strict early start to build necessary
habits.

Advanced technical schools might begin later due to classroom requirements.

Special forces selection programs can have unpredictable schedules to simulate real-world
conditions.

These exceptions highlight that the early wake-up time in basic training is part of a broader system
designed to prepare recruits for the realities of military operations, which often require flexibility and



endurance.

---

Considering the rigorous demands of military service, the early wake-up times in basic training are a
deliberate and essential feature. They serve not only practical purposes related to training schedules
but also embody the discipline and readiness that define military culture. For recruits and those
curious about military life, understanding what time do you wake up in basic training offers a window
into the transformative nature of boot camp.

What Time Do You Wake Up In Basic Training

  what time do you wake up in basic training: Basic Training For Dummies Rod Powers,
2011-08-31 The easy way to prepare for basic training Each year, thousands of young Americans
attempt to enlist in the U.S. Armed Services. A number of factors during a soldier's training could
inhibit successful enlistment, including mental toughness and physical fitness levels. Basic Training
For Dummies covers the ins and outs of this initial process, preparing you for the challenges you?ll
face before you head off for basic training.. You'll get detailed, week-by-week information on what to
expect in basic training for each branch of service, such as physical training, discipline, classroom
instruction, drill and ceremony, obstacle courses, simulated war games, self-defense, marksmanship,
and other milestones. Tips and information on getting in shape to pass the Physical Fitness Test
(PFT) All-important advice on what to pack for boot camp Other title by Powers: ASVAB For
Dummies Premier, 3rd Edition, Veterans Benefits For Dummies Whether you join the Army, Air
Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or the Coast Guard, Basic Training For Dummies prepares you for the
challenge and will help you survive and thrive in boot camp!
  what time do you wake up in basic training: The Ultimate Basic Training Guidebook
Michael Volkin, 2007-10-04 How to prepare—mentally and physically—for life in the armed forces.
Making the transition from civilian to soldier can be tough. Knowing what to expect can help. In this
guide, Michael Volkin, who enlisted in the US Army after 9/11—and found himself unprepared for
the new world of the military with its unknown acronyms, demanding exercises, and other
challenges—provides valuable information about the process. During his own basic training, he
began taking extensive notes, and while serving in Iraq he interviewed hundreds of other
soldiers—in order to put together this book in the hopes of making things easier for future recruits
in any branch of the armed forces. The Ultimate Basic Training Guidebook offers: Step-by-step
instructions and solutions Helpful charts and graphics A special eight-week fitness program
specifically designed to improve your fitness test scores Study guides A list of what to bring (and
what not to bring) to basic training And much more
  what time do you wake up in basic training: The Real Insider's Guide to Military Basic
Training Peter Thompson, 2003 This book is the one many people in the military do not want
recruits to read. The guide contains extremely helpful hints and advice to help new enlistees during
the rigors of military training. Most important, the information is free from biased interests because
it is written by a recruit for a recruit. Although tailored toward the Army and Marines, any person
enlisting in the Armed Forces will find the information exceedingly valuable. Even if a person is just
thinking about the military, this book will help.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: The Ultimate Air Force Basic Training
Guidebook Nicholas Van Wormer, 2010-11-15 A week-by-week guide to surviving boot
camp—includes interviews with recent graduates, recruiters, and instructors. Air Force basic
training is challenging both mentally and physically. The Ultimate Guide to Air Force Basic Training

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-082/what-time-do-you-wake-up-in-basic-training.pdf


shows you, step by step, how to survive and thrive in today’s basic training program. Beginning with
the recruiting process and taking you all the way through basic training graduation day, this book
answers your questions and helps alleviate your fears and concerns as you enter this new and
exciting period of your life. Senior Airman Nicholas Van Wormer’s book is a fresh and updated
insider’s view of what you will encounter and how to perform in order to graduate at the top of your
class. It also includes interviews with recent basic training graduates, recruiters, and even military
training instructors to better provide you with the most detailed guide to Air Force basic training
ever published. It also explains acronyms and terms, mistakes to avoid, the all-important ASVAB
test—and even offers tips on what to bring with you. Whether you’re getting ready to ship out to
basic training or just looking into the different military options available to you, The Ultimate Guide
to Air Force Basic Training is an invaluable tool that will help guide you through. Whether you are
getting ready to ship out to basic training or just looking into the different military options available
to you, The Ultimate Guide to Air Force Basic Training is an invaluable tool that will help guide you
through an otherwise daunting and difficult process.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Disengaging from Terrorism - Lessons from the
Turkish Penitents Kamil Yılmaz, 2014-04-16 This book presents an in-depth case study of thirteen
individuals who moved away from terrorist activity in Turkey. Setting their life stories in the context
of political violence in support of Kurdish independence and a leftist revolution, and the response of
the Turkish state, the book examines how the individuals were motivated to become involved in
terrorism, how they participated, why they became disillusioned, and above all how they coped with
the difficult process of disengagement. The book then draws out general lessons on how individuals
can be encouraged to move away from terrorism, and especially on how states can construct
repentance mechanisms, and protection mechanisms, to assist with this. The book is a particularly
rich valuable source on why people move away from terrorism as most books in the field concentrate
on why people become terrorists, and on terrorist profiling.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Cornerstone Wendy Bowen, 2020-09-24 This
course is designed to firmly establish your faith in the truth of Jesus Christ and the reality of
following Him in your daily life. You will learn all of what Jesus accomplished for us and how to walk
with Him in the power of the Holy Spirit. You will learn about God's design for Christian community
and how to endure victoriously through trials. You will learn to experience God's miracle power and
keep your focus on God's purposes for your life. Each Unit of this course digs deeply into a specific
element of life with God. Each Class contains various readings and spiritual exercises to help you
KNOW the Word of God and DO what it says through practical application. Each Unit also supplies
Key Questions and group exercises for churches, groups, or gatherings of believers taking the
course together. The whole curriculum can be completed in six weeks or at your own pace.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Christian Soldiers Winston Abrams, 2009-04-13
Have you ever wondered why individuals who claim to have a personal relationship with a Holy God,
through His Son Jesus Christ; sometimes perform some of the most unholy acts? Or, why a brother
or sister that has faithfully walked with Lord for many years, backslides into the world of sin and
degradation? Or, why individuals that have been in ministries or positions in the church for many
years, ends up committing gross sins. Or, maybe you whom you know, loves the Lord dearly ends up
failing him miserably, by committing a sin you never though possible. Maybe you struggle with a
besetting sin, which grieves your heart every time you give into its lure and temptation, but you do
have a desire to please the Lord - simply because you love Him. This book answers these and many
other questions by showing, from scriptures, what is required to live as our Lord and Savior
commands. He said Be ye Holy, for I am Holy. Our master deserves no less; for He has also
admonished us: Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Praise His Holy name;
for He alone deserves all honor, all glory and all praise! This book is not a quick fix. On the contrary,
it shows from the Word of God, the simple, practical means which our loving heavenly father has laid
out for us, His children, to have lasting victory over the flesh, the world, and the devil; who are every
second of the day conspiring to make us fail the masters Holy name. The scripture calls it denying



self. In a word Discipline! Winston Abrams a sinner saved by grace! But where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound. Romans 5:20
  what time do you wake up in basic training: A Quiet Voice Eugene Hairston, 2007-10 The
year is 1968. Eugene (Tree) Hairston, an eighteen year old from the ghetto in Portsmouth VA, joins
the service to get away from his abusive family. Serving in Vietnam, Hairston runs headlong into
blatant racial discrimination and angers his superiors by reporting it. A sergeant, who loses a
promotion because of the report, has Hairston bound and beaten, takes him up in a helicopter, and
shoves him out into Viet Cong territory, to his probable death. Miraculously, Hairston is rescued
three days later is given the option to leave the service. At home, his untreated Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder completely overtakes his life; the only way he is able to cope is by using drugs and
alcohol. Unable to support his family or his habit, he turns to criminal activity and eventually
becomes a successful drug dealer. His many attempts to get clean and sober fail; eventually he
serves three prison sentences: for burglary, armed robbery, and drug dealing. In an effort to change
his life, Hairston moves to Tampa, Florida, where he ends up living on the streets for eight long
years. This book follows him through his desperate addiction to the moment his life changed.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Boys of the Night Darryl Wade, 2002-11
  what time do you wake up in basic training: The sword of light Ursula Williams, 2020-12-17
The protagonist, the 16-year-old Amanda is the only child of an Inn keeper in the scottish Highlands.
Her life was pretty uneventful and protected until one cold January morning some dreadful news
turned everything upside down. “Clouds of powdery snow drifted across the frozen meadows like
bands of golden gossamer as the sun rose over Glen Orchy. Amanda lay awake, gazing at the
crystalline ice flowers that had covered her window overnight. Soon she would have to get out of her
cosy bed to help her grandmother to prepare the food for the inn’s early guests. Today was the first
market day after Hogmanay so that the Inn would be crowded with travelling tradesman, farmers
and people from the surrounding villages and hamlets. Amanda eagerly looked forward to hearing,
the latest news and juicy gossip but most of all, to the visit of her best friends. It is going to be a
fantastic day; she thought as she closed her eyes, hoping she could remain in bed a bit longer. Little
did she know that the news she longed to hear would shatter her life and replace the feeling of
tranquillity with fear and tribulation. Soon, very soon, she would learn that her very survival
depended on her friends loyalty, the ability to fight and the help from beings she believed to only
exist in myths and legends.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: There Is No "I" in Lucky Jim Walters, 2013-11
This book is a belated attempt by Jim Walters to explain just what happened to a life that early on
seemed so full of promise. Any successes in life were always cancelled out by bad decisions on his
part or just plain bad luck. The multiple instances of bad luck and the multiple bad decisions on his
part seemed to produce a lifetime that seemed to have no direction at all. But an
obsessive-compulsive personality disorder and subsequent depression, neither of which was
discovered until midlife, adds some possible understanding as to just what went on.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Profile , 1989
  what time do you wake up in basic training: To Be Or Not to Be a Real Cop Manuel Suarez,
2011-03-28
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1951
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Keep on Loving You Linda Lewis, 2012-06-12
Just when Linda thinks her boyfriend has finally got it together, everything goes wrong. Lennie
drops out of school, her parents think he is a bad influence, and Linda learns he has been gambling.
Linda knows what Lennie should do—but knowing the right thing doesn’t always help when you’re in
love. Previously published as Dedicated to That Boy I Love.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Get Real Timo Topp, Looking good and feeling
good - simple, easy and achievable. Don’t you just find health and fitness too hard, confusing and
contradictory? Most people do, but this book makes it simple and achievable for you, especially if



you are busy and time poor. Forget about rapid results with minimal effort. Rather than losing four
kilos in four weeks (only to put it back on again in another four weeks) how about enjoying life long
health and looking good and feeling good every day, for the rest of your life? You see most people’s
focus is too narrow. They typically want to lose weight and look better. However if you focus on
health, you get the whole package - optimal weight, optimal health and improved energy levels
which in turn will give you a great quality of life.This book is about health and with it will naturally
come weight loss. This book is the real deal. It’s a down to earth approach. It is not a quick fix.It’s
not about the latest Hollywood diet. In fact, there are no diets in this book at all! It’s a unique
approach because it looks way beyond the traditional bastions of exercise and diet and addresses the
much needed and overlooked principles of success, the major handbrake to health and weight loss
plus so much more. You will be empowered and inspired with real information to make a real
difference to your life. You will even find it fun, that’s if you get my English sense of humour. You’ve
made the first move picking up this book. Continue the workout by turning to the first page...
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Hearings on Military Posture and H.R.
11500 [H.R. 12438], Department of Defense Authorization for Appropriations for Fiscal
Year 1977: Military personnel United States. Congress. House. Committee on Armed Services,
1976
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Tales from the City Thomas Vanderhaeghe,
2019-12-13 Diogenes is not your average homeless person. This is a man on a mission. His mission is
to change the lives of the people he meets for the better. This mission leads him to a confrontation
with a crime boss Marcus and other influential people of The City. Will he succeed in defeating the
evil of The City or will he perish?
  what time do you wake up in basic training: Wake Up the Night Robert Hale, 2009-05 Wake
Up the Night is an account of the author's experiences as a soldier in the Vietnam War, the process
of adjusting to life 'back in the world', and his involvement in the anti-war movement.
  what time do you wake up in basic training: College-Boy Lieutenant Sylvan Litz, 2000-10-18
The 50s have been idealized in nostalgia for the naivet of the populace and the birth of rock and roll
music. But there were other factors at work that greatly affected the lives of the 50s generation.
Factors such as the Korean police action, a military that had not yet fully accepted the idea that a
soldier could be acquitted at a court-martial, and a society that wasnt quite ready for religious and
racial harmony. COLLEGE-BOY LIEUTENANT is a story of a young man, STEVE STILLMAN, who
joins the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) so he can complete his college career without
being drafted into the Army. As he graduates, marries, and enters the service as a second lieutenant,
Steve encounters a myriad of situations. His education into the Army way and his growth from
boyhood to manhood in the 50s military and its culture are major factors in this sometimes
humorous, sometimes serious novel. When Steve reports for duty at Fort Lee, Virginia, he leaves his
new wife, LAURA, behind because she is expecting their first child in little over a month. This
provides him with the opportunity to experience barracks living and to make friends with two other
young lieutenants, each of a different religion. As the weeks go on, the young men experience
attitude changes and are toughened by their training. They decide to attend religious services
together weekly in a nearby town and the search for an acceptable religious facility is disturbing but
results in an easy choice. The training progresses through classroom work where Korean Army
officers are included. Language differences lead to some hi-jinx but the striking philosophical
differences become apparent. When the training finally ends, Steve and one of his two friends,
SKEETER WALTERS, are assigned to remain at Fort Lee. They both take 15-day leaves to make
family arrangements: Steve to move Laura and their new baby to Virginia and Skeeter to marry his
childhood sweetheart and move her there, too. When Steve and Laura arrive at their new apartment
in Virginia, they busy themselves with the usual matters of getting accustomed to a new community.
Meanwhile, Steve learns he has no real duties in the Army and he breaks a cardinal rule by asking
for an assignment. Meantime, Lauras mother comes for a visit and is appalled by their living
quarters, persuading them to move. There are two important developments as Steve and Laura



begin to search for a new apartment. First, Steve is appointed Assistant Defense Counsel for Special
Courts-Martial and the soon-to-be-discharged Defense Counsel gives him an education on the
astounding military system of jurisprudence. In addition, he learns the unpleasant reason why
Skeeter did not resume their friendship. When Skeeter tells Steve the apartment next to his is
available, Steve and Laura decide to rent it, hoping that proximity will alleviate the problem. Steves
work after appointment to the court becomes one of the main elements of this story through the
several court battles that take place. Some reveal the basic unfairness of the military system while
others have a dramatic or humorous twist. His blossoming abilities result in an offer to be sent to
law school but an evening at the officers club and a blatant example of the dictatorial nature of the
system convinces him otherwise. Meanwhile, a second job assignment - that of Post Ration
Breakdown Officer - becomes another main story element. Responsible for the issue of all food at the
army post, Steve learns how to wield the power of the militarys true currency, coffee. He uses it to
acquire a field jacket, electric calculators, and powerful friends who save the day more than once.
Woven throughout the story are the day-to-day worries of Army life, the day-to-day problems of a
young married couple with a baby living in a less than conventional environment, and the humorous
incidents relevant to both. One particul
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