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war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century presents a
fascinating lens through which to examine how warfare was not merely a matter
of ideology or territorial dispute but also an engine of economic
transformation and fiscal innovation. This period, roughly spanning from the
late 1600s through the early 1800s, witnessed a series of protracted
conflicts that deeply influenced the financial structures, industrial growth,
and international commerce of emerging European powers. Understanding war’s
economic role during this era sheds light on the complex interplay between
military needs and economic development, revealing how states navigated the
immense costs of conflict while simultaneously reshaping their economies.

War and State Finance: The Backbone of Military
Endeavors

At the heart of war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century
was the dramatic evolution of state finance. Unlike previous centuries, when
monarchs relied heavily on feudal levies or plunder, eighteenth-century
warfare demanded sustained, large-scale funding. This necessity sparked
innovations in taxation, public debt, and financial institutions.

The Rise of National Debt and Public Credit

One of the most significant economic developments linked to warfare was the
emergence of national debt as a tool to finance military campaigns.
Governments increasingly issued bonds and other debt instruments to raise
capital, promising future repayment with interest. For example, England’s
establishment of the Bank of England in 1694 was directly tied to the need to
fund wars against France. This financial innovation allowed states to
mobilize resources without immediate taxation, spreading the cost of war over
time and among a wider base of investors.

The concept of public credit became crucial. Governments’ ability to borrow
depended on their reputation for repayment, which in turn was tied to
political stability and fiscal discipline. This intertwining of war finance
with emerging capitalist principles laid the groundwork for modern financial
systems.



Taxation and Economic Burdens

Funding prolonged military campaigns required expanding and intensifying
taxation. The long eighteenth century saw the introduction of new taxes on
goods, land, and income, often provoking resistance but ultimately increasing
state revenues. Taxes on commodities such as salt, tobacco, and textiles
became common, impacting everyday economic activities.

Interestingly, the burden of war finance was unevenly distributed. While the
aristocracy often found ways to avoid the heaviest taxes, the middle and
lower classes bore much of the cost. This dynamic sometimes fueled social
tensions and unrest, linking military conflicts to broader economic and
political transformations.

Military Demand as a Catalyst for Industrial
and Commercial Growth

Beyond state finance, war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth
century played a pivotal role in accelerating industrial and commercial
expansion. The constant demand for weapons, uniforms, ships, and supplies
acted as a stimulus for emerging industries and trade networks.

The Military-Industrial Nexus

The need for cannons, muskets, gunpowder, and other military materiel spurred
advancements in metallurgy, manufacturing techniques, and logistics. Arms
factories became centers of technological innovation, experimenting with new
production methods to meet the army’s growing needs efficiently.

For instance, the British arms industry benefited from access to colonial
resources and capital investment, allowing it to supply both domestic and
overseas forces. This military-industrial nexus not only supported war
efforts but also contributed to the early stages of the Industrial
Revolution, linking conflict-driven demand to sweeping economic changes.

Naval Power and Maritime Commerce

Naval warfare was especially significant during this period, as control of
the seas translated into both military advantage and commercial dominance.
The long eighteenth century encompassed conflicts such as the War of Spanish
Succession and the Seven Years’ War, where naval engagements determined the
fate of colonial empires.

Naval shipbuilding created jobs and stimulated related industries like



timber, rope-making, and sail production. At the same time, protecting trade
routes and disrupting enemy commerce became strategies that intertwined
military objectives with economic interests. Privateering—authorized piracy
against enemy ships—became a semi-official economic activity, enriching
individuals and states alike.

Economic Consequences of Warfare on Society and
Trade

While war generated economic activity, it also imposed significant costs and
disruptions on societies and international commerce. The long eighteenth
century’s wars affected agricultural production, labor markets, and global
trade patterns in complex ways.

Disruptions and Economic Hardships

Large-scale mobilization of troops often meant conscription of agricultural
workers, leading to reduced productivity and food shortages. Armies required
provisioning, but requisitions and looting could devastate local economies.
Inflation frequently accompanied wartime spending, eroding purchasing power
and causing hardship among the lower classes.

Moreover, blockades and naval conflicts disrupted trade routes, increasing
the cost and risk of shipping goods internationally. Merchants faced losses
from captured cargoes, while colonies dependent on exports and imports
suffered economic contractions.

War and the Expansion of Global Trade Networks

Paradoxically, warfare in this period also stimulated the expansion and
integration of global trade. Victories often resulted in territorial
acquisitions overseas, opening new markets and resource sources. The
competition among European powers pushed them to establish and maintain
colonies in the Americas, Africa, and Asia, embedding war within the broader
context of mercantilism and imperial rivalry.

The economic activity surrounding war contributed to the growth of financial
centers like London and Amsterdam, where merchants, bankers, and insurers
coordinated the complex flows of goods, capital, and information across
continents.



The Role of Mercenaries and Military
Entrepreneurship

An often overlooked aspect of war as an economic activity in the long
eighteenth century is the role of mercenaries and military entrepreneurs.
These actors blurred the lines between military service and commerce,
operating within a market for martial labor.

Mercenary Forces and Their Economic Implications

Many European states relied on hired soldiers from other regions or countries
to supplement their armies. Mercenary contracts were negotiated like business
deals, with payment tied to service duration and risk. This practice created
a quasi-market for military manpower, influencing the scale and conduct of
wars.

Mercenaries also affected local economies. Their presence could bring both
demand for goods and services and potential devastation due to pillaging.
Furthermore, their wages and the costs of their recruitment became part of
the overall economic calculus of warfare.

Military Contracting and Private Supply

Beyond soldiers, private contractors supplied armies with food, equipment,
and transport. These military entrepreneurs operated businesses that profited
directly from war, sometimes influencing military strategy to ensure
continued demand for their services.

This commercialization of war resources contributed to the
professionalization of military supply chains and the development of early
forms of military-industrial capitalism.

Reflecting on War’s Economic Role in the Long
Eighteenth Century

Exploring war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century reveals
a multifaceted relationship where military conflict was both a driver of
economic innovation and a source of social strain. The era’s wars
necessitated new financial mechanisms like public debt and taxation, which in
turn reshaped state power and fiscal responsibility.

Simultaneously, the demands of warfare fueled industrial growth and expanded
global trade networks, setting the stage for the modern economic world. Yet,



these benefits came alongside disruption, inflation, and human suffering,
reminding us that war’s economic legacy is complex and often paradoxical.

Understanding these dynamics offers valuable insights into how economic
imperatives and military ambitions intertwined during a transformative
century in European and global history. It also encourages reflection on how
the economics of conflict continue to influence societies today, underscoring
the enduring link between war and economic activity.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did war function as an economic activity during
the long eighteenth century?
During the long eighteenth century, war was deeply intertwined with the
economy as states invested heavily in military campaigns, which stimulated
industries such as arms manufacturing, shipbuilding, and logistics, creating
jobs and fostering economic growth in related sectors.

What role did mercantilism play in shaping war as an
economic activity in the eighteenth century?
Mercantilism influenced war by encouraging states to acquire colonies and
control trade routes to enhance national wealth, often leading to conflicts
aimed at securing economic advantages and expanding markets for domestic
industries.

How did the financing of wars impact European
economies in the long eighteenth century?
Wars were often financed through borrowing, taxation, and the issuance of
government bonds, which led to the growth of financial institutions,
increased national debts, and sometimes economic strain, but also stimulated
the development of modern fiscal systems.

In what ways did naval warfare contribute to the
economy during this period?
Naval warfare was crucial for protecting trade routes and colonial interests;
it drove demand for shipbuilding, naval supplies, and maritime labor, thereby
boosting coastal economies and encouraging technological advancements in
naval architecture.

How did privateering act as an economic activity



linked to war in the eighteenth century?
Privateering allowed private individuals or ships to capture enemy vessels
with government authorization, providing profits to privateers and their
investors, disrupting enemy trade, and supplementing national naval power
economically and militarily.

What economic consequences did prolonged wars have
on eighteenth-century societies?
Prolonged wars often led to increased taxation, inflation, disruption of
trade, and resource shortages, which could cause economic hardship for
civilians but also spurred innovations in production and state administration
to support war efforts.

How did the military-industrial complex begin to
emerge in the long eighteenth century?
The long eighteenth century saw the early development of a military-
industrial complex as governments increasingly coordinated with manufacturers
and suppliers to produce arms and equipment on a large scale, establishing a
more organized and sustained war economy.

What impact did war have on labor markets and social
structures in the eighteenth century?
War increased demand for military personnel and laborers in industries like
armaments and shipbuilding, which could lead to shifts in labor allocation,
wage changes, and social mobility, as well as the disruption of traditional
social hierarchies due to economic pressures.

Additional Resources
War as an Economic Activity in the Long Eighteenth Century: An Analytical
Review

war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century was a multifaceted
phenomenon that shaped the political landscape, international relations, and
most notably, the economic frameworks of European powers and their colonies.
Spanning roughly from the late 1600s to the early 1800s, this period—often
referred to as the "long eighteenth century"—witnessed frequent military
conflicts such as the War of Spanish Succession, the Seven Years’ War, and
the Napoleonic Wars. Yet, beyond the battlefield, war significantly
influenced production, trade, state finance, and technological innovation,
embedding itself as a critical driver of economic activity.

This article delves into the intricate relationship between warfare and



economic development during the long eighteenth century, investigating how
sustained military engagements acted simultaneously as catalysts for economic
growth and sources of fiscal strain. By examining state expenditures, the
rise of military-industrial complexes, colonial commerce, and the socio-
economic consequences of protracted warfare, we aim to provide a balanced
understanding of war’s economic dimensions during this transformative era.

War and State Finance: The Fiscal Burden and
Innovation

One of the defining features of war as an economic activity in the long
eighteenth century was the massive fiscal burden imposed on European states.
The continuous need to fund armies, navies, and fortifications led to
unprecedented levels of state borrowing and taxation. Governments
increasingly turned to financial markets, pioneering instruments such as
government bonds and national debts, which remain fundamental to modern
fiscal policy.

Expansion of National Debt and Public Finance

The War of Spanish Succession (1701–1714) and the Seven Years’ War
(1756–1763) exemplify how prolonged conflict necessitated innovative fiscal
solutions. Britain, for instance, expanded its national debt dramatically,
leveraging a sophisticated credit system managed by institutions like the
Bank of England. By 1763, British national debt had ballooned to nearly £130
million, a staggering figure for the time, reflecting the immense cost of
maintaining global military engagements.

Conversely, other European powers, such as France and Spain, struggled to
manage debt efficiently, which contributed to economic instability and, in
France’s case, laid some groundwork for revolutionary tensions. The reliance
on war finance thus underscored the importance of effective credit systems
and fiscal management as prerequisites for sustained military campaigns.

Taxation and Economic Strain

To fund these wars, states levied heavy taxes on their populations, often
sparking social discontent. Taxation strategies varied, from direct levies on
landowners and merchants to indirect taxes on goods such as salt, tobacco,
and alcohol. While taxation provided necessary revenues, it also generated
economic distortions by discouraging production and consumption in certain
sectors.

In some regions, wartime taxation incentivized the growth of black markets



and smuggling, complicating state control over economic resources. The
economic strain on peasantry and urban workers also contributed to social
unrest, illustrating the complex interplay between war finance and societal
stability.

The Military-Industrial Complex and Economic
Production

War as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century was not limited to
fiscal policy; it also profoundly affected industrial production and labor
allocation. The demand for weapons, uniforms, ships, and other military
supplies fostered the growth of specialized industries and altered trade
patterns.

Growth of Arms Manufacture and Supply Chains

The long eighteenth century saw the rise of proto-military-industrial
complexes, particularly in Britain, France, and the Dutch Republic. The
production of muskets, cannons, naval vessels, and artillery became a
significant economic sector, employing thousands and stimulating
technological innovation. Factories and workshops expanded, often supported
by state contracts and subsidies, creating a direct link between warfare and
industrial growth.

Moreover, the logistics of provisioning armies—food, clothing, and medical
supplies—created ancillary markets. Merchants and suppliers specialized in
fulfilling military contracts, leading to the development of complex supply
chains that sometimes reached across continents.

Technological Advancements Driven by Conflict

Military needs accelerated technological progress, including improvements in
metallurgy, shipbuilding, and transportation. For example, advances in naval
architecture during this period allowed for larger, more durable warships,
which in turn shaped global trade routes and imperial competition.

Similarly, innovations in firearms and artillery enhanced battlefield
effectiveness and influenced industrial methods, contributing to a gradual
shift towards mechanized production. These technological spillovers
illustrate how war functioned as an engine for economic modernization.



Colonialism, Commerce, and War Economy

The long eighteenth century was marked by intense colonial competition, with
European powers fighting not only on the continent but also in overseas
territories. War as an economic activity intertwined closely with colonial
commerce and mercantilist policies.

Commerce Raiding and Naval Warfare

Naval engagements and privateering were integral to the economic strategies
of European nations. By disrupting enemy trade, states sought to weaken
rivals economically while enriching their own merchants. The Seven Years’
War, often dubbed the first “world war,” involved battles across the
Americas, Africa, and Asia, reflecting the global scope of economic warfare.

The capture of colonial possessions and trade routes translated directly into
economic gains. For example, Britain’s acquisition of Canada and parts of
India expanded its commercial empire and access to raw materials, fueling the
Industrial Revolution.

Mercantilism and State-Controlled Economies

War reinforced mercantilist doctrines that emphasized accumulating precious
metals, controlling trade, and establishing monopolies. Colonial economies
were often geared towards supplying the metropole with raw materials while
serving as captive markets for manufactured goods.

This economic model created dependencies that influenced war dynamics, as
protecting colonial possessions became a strategic imperative tied to
national wealth. The protection and expansion of colonies thus formed a
crucial economic rationale for prolonged military engagements.

Social and Economic Consequences of Warfare

While war stimulated certain economic sectors, it also imposed significant
social costs. The long eighteenth century’s military conflicts affected labor
markets, demographic patterns, and economic inequality.

Labor Displacement and Demographic Impacts

Conscription and casualties reduced the working-age male population, leading
to labor shortages in agriculture and industry in some regions. This



displacement occasionally accelerated mechanization or changes in labor
organization but also caused hardships for families and communities.

In addition, wartime destruction of infrastructure and farmland disrupted
local economies, particularly in contested border regions. Refugee flows and
population dislocations further complicated economic recovery.

Inequality and Wealth Redistribution

War as an economic activity often exacerbated inequalities. While merchants,
financiers, and arms manufacturers frequently profited, peasants, soldiers,
and lower classes bore the brunt of taxation and conscription. The
redistribution of wealth through war profits sometimes intensified social
tensions, contributing to political upheavals like the French Revolution.

Comparative Perspectives: Britain and France

Examining Britain and France highlights contrasting economic approaches to
war during the long eighteenth century. Britain’s relatively effective
financial institutions and naval dominance allowed it to sustain long
conflicts and expand its empire. Its economic model leveraged war to fuel
industrial growth and commercial expansion.

France, despite being a major military power, faced chronic fiscal crises
exacerbated by war expenditures. The less developed credit system and heavier
tax burdens led to economic stagnation and social unrest. These differences
underscore how economic structures influenced the capacity to wage and
benefit from warfare.

Britain: Advanced credit markets, naval superiority, profitable colonial
trade, industrial innovation.

France: Fiscal inefficiencies, heavier taxation on peasantry, less
industrialized economy, social strain.

This comparative analysis reveals that war as an economic activity in the
long eighteenth century was deeply conditioned by institutional and
structural factors.

The long eighteenth century’s persistent conflicts were not merely
destructive events but also engines of economic transformation. The interplay
between military demands and economic resources reshaped state finance,
industrial production, and global trade networks. While war imposed heavy
costs on societies, it also spurred innovations and institutional



developments that laid the groundwork for the modern economic order.
Understanding this dual nature provides valuable insights into the complex
legacy of warfare in shaping economic history.

War As An Economic Activity In The Long Eighteenth Century

  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Economic Warfare and the Sea
David Morgan-Owen, Louis Halewood, 2020-03-03 Economic Warfare and the Sea examines the
relationship between trade, maritime warfare, and strategic thought between the early modern
period and the late-twentieth century. Featuring contributions from renown historians and rising
scholars, this volume forwards an international perspective upon the intersection of maritime
history, strategy, and diplomacy. Core themes include the role of ‘economic warfare’ in maritime
strategic thought, prevalence of economic competition below the threshold of open conflict, and the
role non-state actors have played in the prosecution of economic warfare. Using unique material
from 18 different archives across six countries, this volume explores critical moments in the
development of economic warfare, naval technology, and international law, including the
Anglo-Dutch Wars, the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, the First World War, and the
Second World War. Distinct chapters also analyse the role of economic warfare in theories of
maritime strategy, and what the future holds for the changing role of navies in the floating global
economy of the twenty-first century.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Economic Warfare and the Sea
David G. Morgan-Owen, Louis Halewood, 2020 Economic Warfare and the Sea examines the
relationship between trade, maritime warfare, and strategic thought between the early modern
period and the late-twentieth century. Using a variety of geographic and chronological examples, it
presents a longue duree approach to a crucial theme in maritime strategic thought.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: War, Entrepreneurs, and
the State in Europe and the Mediterranean, 1300-1800 , 2014-05-01 In War, Entrepreneurs,
and the State, Jeff Fynn-Paul (Leiden) assembles an internationally acclaimed selection of authors to
push forward the debate on the role of entrepreneurs in making war and building states in Europe
and the Ottoman Empire. Topics covered include logistics, supply, recruitment, and the finance of
war. Chapters have been carefully commissioned with an eye towards complementarity. In an
introduction co-written with Marjolein ‘t Hart and Griet Vermeesch, Fynn-Paul challenges existing
discourses of military entrepreneurialism. A new benchmark is proposed: did states choose to work
with entrepreneurs, or to restrict their activities and subvert the market? From the introduction and
the individual chapters, a new more expansive vision of the military entrepreneur emerges.
Contributors are: Carlos Álvarez-Nogal, Pepijn Brandon, William Caferro, Stephen Conway, Thomas
Goossens, Aaron Graham, Rhoads Murphey, David Parrott, Helen Paul, Guy Rowlands, Kahraman
Şakul, Marjolein 't Hart, Andrea Thiele, and Rafael Torres Sánchez.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Eighteenth-Century Naval
Officers Evan Wilson, AnnaSara Hammar, Jakob Seerup, 2019-11-06 This book surveys the lives and
careers of naval officers across Europe at the height of the age of sail. It traces the
professionalization of naval officers by exploring their preparation for life at sea and the challenges
they faced while in command. It also demonstrates the uniqueness of the maritime experience, as
long voyages and isolation at sea cemented their bond with naval officers across Europe while
separating them from landlubbers. It depicts, in a way no previous study has, the parameters of their
shared experiences—both the similarities that crossed national boundaries and connected officers,
and the differences that can only be seen from an international perspective.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: The Cambridge History of the

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-082/war-as-an-economic-activity-in-the-long-eighteenth-century.pdf


Napoleonic Wars: Volume 2, Fighting the Napoleonic Wars Bruno Colson, Alexander Mikaberidze,
2023-03-02 The Napoleonic Wars saw almost two decades of brutal fighting. Fighting took place on
an unprecedented scale, from the frozen wastelands of Russia to the rugged mountains of the
Peninsula; from Egypt's Lower Nile to the bloody battlefield of New Orleans. Volume II of The
Cambridge History of the Napoleonic Wars provides a comprehensive guide to the Napoleonic Wars
and weaves together the four strands – military, naval, economic, and diplomatic - that intertwined
to make up one of the greatest conflicts in history. Written by a team of the leading Napoleonic
scholars, this volume provides an authoritative and comprehensive analysis of why the nations went
to war, the challenges they faced and how the wars were funded and sustained. It sheds new light
not only on the key battles and campaigns but also on questions of leadership, strategy, tactics,
guerrilla warfare, recruitment, supply, and weaponry.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: British Shipping in the
Mediterranean during the Napoleonic Wars Katerina Galani, 2017-09-11 In British shipping in
the Mediterranean Katerina Galani investigates the impact of the French and Napoleonic wars on
British maritime economic activity. Due to the close cooperation of the public and private sector at
sea, the British adopted flexible business strategies to mitigate economic warfare and sustain
shipping and trade in the Mediterranean. The book offers a comprehensive approach by combining
the study of international relations, ports, ships, business organisation, deep-sea voyages and
intra-Mediterranean navigation. Katerina Galani conceptualises the Mediterranean as an economic
entity and she insightfully examines, for the first time, free traders along with the chartered Levant
Company. Her analysis draws upon a unique collection of British and Mediterranean sources to
construct a multifaceted view of British maritime activity.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: British Imperialism P.J. Cain,
A. G. Hopkins, 2016-03-02 A milestone in the understanding of British history and imperialism, this
ground-breaking book radically reinterprets the course of modern economic development and the
causes of overseas expansion during the past three centuries. Employing their concept of
'gentlemanly capitalism', the authors draw imperial and domestic British history together to show
how the shape of the nation and its economy depended on international and imperial ties, and how
these ties were undone to produce the post-colonial world of today. Containing a significantly
expanded and updated Foreword and Afterword, this third edition assesses the development of the
debate since the book’s original publication, discusses the imperial era in the context of the
controversy over globalization, and shows how the study of the age of empires remains relevant to
understanding the post-colonial world. Covering the full extent of the British empire from China to
South America and taking a broad chronological view from the seventeenth century to post-imperial
Britain today, British Imperialism: 1688–2015 is the perfect read for all students of imperial and
global history.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Slavery, Capitalism and the
Industrial Revolution Maxine Berg, Pat Hudson, 2023-05-25 The role of slavery in driving Britain's
economic development is often debated, but seldom given a central place. In their remarkable new
book, Maxine Berg and Pat Hudson 'follow the money' to document in revealing detail the role of
slavery in the making of Britain’s industrial revolution. Slavery was not just a source of wealth for a
narrow circle of slave owners who built grand country houses and filled them with luxuries. The
forces set in motion by the slave and plantation trades seeped into almost every aspect of the
economy and society. In textile mills, iron and copper smelting, steam power, and financial
institutions, slavery played a crucial part. Things we might think far removed from the taint of
slavery, such as eighteenth-century fashions for indigo-patterned cloth, sweet tea, snuff boxes,
mahogany furniture, ceramics and silverware, were intimately connected. Even London’s role as a
centre for global finance was partly determined by the slave trade as insurance, financial trading
and mortgage markets were developed in the City to promote distant and risky investments in
enslaved people. The result is a bold and unflinching account of how Britain became a global
superpower, and how the legacy of slavery persists. Acknowledging Britain's role in slavery is not



just about toppling statues and renaming streets. We urgently need to come to terms with slavery's
inextricable links with Western capitalism, and the ways in which many of us continue to benefit
from slavery to this day.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: A History of Socially
Responsible Business, c.1600–1950 William A Pettigrew, David Chan Smith, 2017-10-26 This
book examines the changing reciprocal relationships between corporations and their various social
obligations over the very long term - from the seventeenth to the twentieth century. Chapters from
emerging and established business historians assess the full range of social obligations that
corporations held historically. By adopting an innovative methodological approach that is long-term
and comparative, this book offers a challenge to the literature on corporate history and will be of
interest to researchers and academics in the field of finance and business history.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: A Boston Schooner in the
Royal Navy, 1768-1772 Phillip Reid, 2023 Uses rare surviving records, including fully intact
logbooks, to situate the customs-enforcement interceptor Sultana within the wider picture of the
British Atlantic in this crucial period. HONORABLE MENTION: 2023 Lyman Book Award for North
American Naval History The small Boston-built schooner Sultana served as a customs-enforcement
interceptor on the North American eastern seaboard in the period leading up to the American
Declaration of Independence, when British taxation of American trade was a hugely contentious
issue. As a typical workaday British American merchant ship taken into naval service, Sultana offers
a rare opportunity to understand a technology of paramount importance to this world, where records
for merchant ships are scarce, but where in this case a wealth of information, from plan drawings to
the fully-intact logbooks, has survived. The book provides a detailed narrative of the ship's activities,
and reveals the nature of life on board and the day to day business of operating a small sailing ship.
It explores the technology of the ship and her sailing qualities as revealed by the ship's logs and also
by the performance of a modern replica. In addition, the book situates Sultana's role within the
wider picture of the British Atlantic in this crucial period. It is thereby both naval microhistory and
also Atlantic history for all scholars interested in the formation and development of the British
Atlantic world.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Michael Moss on Archives
Julie Mcleod, Andrew Prescott, Susan Stuart, David Thomas, 2023-11-17 Michael Moss on Archives
brings together selected outputs from an internationally renowned archival scholar, who explored
the theory and practice of archives and records management. Comprising a selection of 11 of Moss’
most significant archival writings, the book demonstrates the development of his thinking in archival
theory and practice over the past 20 years. Michael Moss was a towering figure in modern archival
writing and was able to push the boundaries of the discipline, notably with his analysis of how
modern governments create records and his speculations about the future of the archive in the
digital world. Bringing together in one place Moss’ most significant writings, alongside a
comprehensive bibliography, this book documents a significant contribution to British and
international archival theory and practice. Each essay is preceded by a critical introduction, written
by a leading archival scholar, assessing the piece and setting it in a wider archival or historical
context, while an overall introduction by the editors provides biographical information and describes
the development of Michael’s archival thinking. Michael Moss on Archives will be of interest to
scholars and students engaged in the study of archival science, library and information science,
history, digital humanities, and media studies. It should also be of interest to professionals who work
in archives and records management.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Complexity Economics
Koenraad Verboven, 2020-11-25 Economic archaeology and ancient economic history have boomed
the past decades. The former thanks to greatly enhanced techniques to identify, collect, and
interpret material remains as proxies for economic interactions and performance; the latter by
embracing the frameworks of new institutional economics. Both disciplines, however, still have great
difficulty talking with each other. There is no reliable method to convert ancient proxy-data into the



economic indicators used in economic history. In turn, the shared cultural belief-systems underlying
institutions and the symbolic ways in which these are reproduced remain invisible in the material
record. This book explores ways to bring both disciplines closer together by building a theoretical
and methodological framework to evaluate and integrate archaeological proxy-data in economic
history research. Rather than the linear interpretations offered by neoclassical or neomalthusian
models, we argue that complexity economics, based on system theory, offers a promising way
forward.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: An Economic and Social
History of the Ottoman Empire Suraiya Faroqhi, 1997-04-28 A major contribution to Ottoman
history, now published in paperback in two volumes.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Multicultural Origins of the
Global Economy' John M. Hobson, 2020-12-10 Develops a fresh non-Eurocentric analysis of the rise
and development of the global economy in the last half-millennium.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: The World the Plague Made
James Belich, 2024-06-25 A groundbreaking history of how the Black Death unleashed revolutionary
change across the medieval world and ushered in the modern age In 1346, a catastrophic plague
beset Europe and its neighbours. The Black Death was a human tragedy that abruptly halved entire
populations and caused untold suffering, but it also brought about a cultural and economic renewal
on a scale never before witnessed. The World the Plague Made is a panoramic history of how the
bubonic plague revolutionized labour, trade, and technology and set the stage for Europe’s global
expansion. James Belich takes readers across centuries and continents to shed new light on one of
history’s greatest paradoxes. Why did Europe’s dramatic rise begin in the wake of the Black Death?
Belich shows how plague doubled the per capita endowment of everything even as it decimated the
population. Many more people had disposable incomes. Demand grew for silks, sugar, spices, furs,
gold, and slaves. Europe expanded to satisfy that demand—and plague provided the means. Labour
scarcity drove more use of waterpower, wind power, and gunpowder. Technologies like
water-powered blast furnaces, heavily gunned galleons, and musketry were fast-tracked by plague. A
new “crew culture” of “disposable males” emerged to man the guns and galleons. Setting the rise of
Western Europe in global context, Belich demonstrates how the mighty empires of the Middle East
and Russia also flourished after the plague, and how European expansion was deeply entangled with
the Chinese and other peoples throughout the world.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: American Empire A. G.
Hopkins, 2018-02-20 A new history of the United States that turns American exceptionalism on its
head American Empire is a panoramic work of scholarship that presents a bold new global
perspective on the history of the United States. Drawing on his expertise in economic history and the
imperial histories of Britain and Europe, A. G. Hopkins takes readers from the colonial era to today
to show how, far from diverging, the United States and Western Europe followed similar trajectories
throughout this long period, and how America’s dependency on Britain and Europe extended much
later into the nineteenth century than previously understood. In a sweeping narrative spanning three
centuries, Hopkins describes how the revolt of the mainland colonies was the product of a crisis that
afflicted the imperial states of Europe generally, and how the history of the American republic
between 1783 and 1865 was a response not to the termination of British influence but to its
continued expansion. He traces how the creation of a U.S. industrial nation-state after the Civil War
paralleled developments in Western Europe, fostered similar destabilizing influences, and found an
outlet in imperialism through the acquisition of an insular empire in the Caribbean and Pacific. The
period of colonial rule that followed reflected the history of the European empires in its ideological
justifications, economic relations, and administrative principles. After 1945, a profound shift in the
character of globalization brought the age of the great territorial empires to an end. American
Empire goes beyond the myth of American exceptionalism to place the United States within the
wider context of the global historical forces that shaped the Western empires and the world.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: The Merchant Ship in the



British Atlantic, 1600–1800 Phillip Reid, 2020-04-14 In The Merchant Ship in the British Atlantic,
1600—1800, Phillip Reid refutes the long-held assumption that merchant ship technology in the
British Atlantic during the two centuries of its development was static for all intents and purposes,
and that whatever incremental changes took place in it were inconsequential to the development of
the British Empire and its offshoots. Drawing on a unique combination of evidence from both
traditional and unconventional sources, Phillip Reid shows how merchants, shipwrights, and
mariners used both proven principles and adaptive innovations in hulls, rigs, and steering systems to
manage high physical and financial risks. Listen also to the podcast where the author is interviewed
about the book for New Books Network and the podcast with Liz Covart for Ben Franklin’s World by
clicking here.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: An Economic and Social
History of the Ottoman Empire, 1300-1914 Halil İnalcık, Donald Quataert, 1994 Examines the
social and economic history of one of the major empires of modern times.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: The Routledge History of
East Central Europe Since 1700 Irina Livezeanu, Arpad von Klimo, 2017-03-16 Covers territory
from Russia in the east to Germany and Austria in the west, exploring the origins and evolution of
modernity in this region--Provided by the publisher.
  war as an economic activity in the long eighteenth century: Marriage and the British Army
in the Long Eighteenth Century Jennine Hurl-Eamon, 2014-02 Examines the relationships between
soldiers and their wives during the long eighteenth century in Britain, particularly focusing on the
wives who stayed at home while their husbands went to war.
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