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Religion in Sociological Perspective: Understanding Its Role and Impact in Society

religion in sociological perspective offers a fascinating window into how belief systems shape,
and are shaped by, the societies in which they exist. More than just a set of spiritual doctrines,
religion acts as a social institution that influences individuals' behaviors, norms, and collective
identities. Exploring religion through the lens of sociology allows us to grasp its multifaceted
roles—from fostering social cohesion to legitimizing power structures—making it an essential topic
for anyone curious about the interplay between faith and society.

What Does Religion Mean in Sociology?

When sociologists talk about religion, they don’t focus solely on theological content or spiritual
experiences. Instead, religion is examined as a social phenomenon—a system of beliefs and practices
related to sacred things that unite a community. This sociological perspective emphasizes religion’s
functions, its role in social organization, and its influence on culture and individual behavior.

One of the foundational definitions comes from Emile Durkheim, a pioneer in sociology, who
described religion as “a unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things, that is to
say, things set apart and forbidden.” Durkheim argued that religion creates social cohesion by
bringing people together around shared values and rituals, thereby strengthening the social fabric.

Functions of Religion in Society

Religion serves several important functions within any social group. Understanding these functions
helps explain why religion remains a persistent and influential institution despite modernity and
secularization trends in some parts of the world.

Social Cohesion and Integration

One of the primary roles of religion in sociological perspective is its ability to foster social cohesion.
Religious rituals, ceremonies, and gatherings provide a space for individuals to connect, reaffirm
shared beliefs, and feel part of a larger community. This collective experience strengthens social
bonds and helps maintain social order.

Providing Meaning and Purpose

Religion often offers answers to existential questions about life, death, and the universe. It provides
individuals with a framework to understand their place in the world and cope with uncertainties or
hardships. Sociologically, this function is crucial as it helps maintain psychological stability and



social harmony.

Social Control and Norm Enforcement

Religious teachings often include moral codes that regulate behavior, promoting norms that align
with societal expectations. Through rituals and doctrines, religion can encourage conformity and
discourage deviance, thus contributing to social control. Religious authorities may also wield
influence to uphold laws or challenge social injustices.

Legitimizing Social Structures

Throughout history, religion has been used to justify political authority, social hierarchies, and
economic inequalities. For instance, the divine right of kings in medieval Europe or caste systems in
South Asia were often legitimized through religious doctrine. From a sociological standpoint,
religion can both reinforce and challenge power dynamics in society.

Major Sociological Theories on Religion

Several sociological theories provide frameworks to analyze religion’s role and impact. Each theory
offers a unique angle, highlighting different dimensions of religion in social life.

Functionalism

Rooted in the work of Durkheim, functionalism views religion as an integral part of society that
contributes to its stability and continuity. This perspective emphasizes religion’s role in fostering
social solidarity, establishing moral guidelines, and reinforcing collective conscience. Functionalists
see religion as a positive force that helps maintain social order.

Conflict Theory

In contrast, conflict theorists focus on how religion can perpetuate social inequalities and serve the
interests of dominant groups. Karl Marx famously described religion as “the opium of the people,”
suggesting it acts as a tool to placate the oppressed by promising rewards in the afterlife, thereby
diverting attention from material injustices. From this viewpoint, religion can be an instrument of
social control that sustains class divisions.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionists explore the everyday experiences and meanings people attach to religion.



This micro-level approach examines how religious beliefs are constructed, interpreted, and
expressed through symbols, rituals, and interactions. It highlights religion’s role in identity
formation and how individuals negotiate their faith in social contexts.

Religion and Social Change

Religion is not static; it often plays a dynamic role in social transformation, either by resisting
change or acting as a catalyst for progress.

Religion as a Conserving Force

Traditionally, religion has been associated with preserving cultural traditions and resisting rapid
social change. Religious institutions often uphold established moral values and social norms, acting
as a stabilizing influence during times of uncertainty.

Religion as an Agent of Social Reform

Conversely, many social movements have drawn inspiration from religious beliefs to challenge
injustice and promote equality. The Civil Rights Movement in the United States, led by figures like
Martin Luther King Jr., exemplifies how religious ideals can fuel activism. Liberation theology in
Latin America also illustrates religion’s potential to empower marginalized communities and
advocate for social justice.

Religion in a Globalized World

Globalization has transformed the landscape of religion, affecting how faith is practiced, spread, and
perceived across societies.

Religious Pluralism and Diversity

In many contemporary societies, multiple religious traditions coexist, leading to increased religious
pluralism. This diversity fosters dialogue and exchange but can also generate tensions. Sociologists
study how individuals and groups navigate these complex religious environments, negotiating
identity and coexistence.

Secularization and Its Limits

The secularization thesis predicted a decline in religion’s social significance with modernization.
While this trend has occurred in some regions, religion remains vibrant and even resurges in others.



Sociological analysis reveals that secularization is neither uniform nor inevitable; instead, religion
adapts to changing social contexts.

New Religious Movements

Globalization has also facilitated the emergence and spread of new religious movements and
spiritualities, often blending traditional beliefs with contemporary values. These movements reflect
broader social changes and the search for meaning in a rapidly evolving world.

How to Approach Religion in Sociological Research

Studying religion from a sociological perspective requires sensitivity and openness. Here are some
tips for researchers or enthusiasts:
e Adopt a neutral stance: Avoid personal biases and respect diverse belief systems.

e Consider multiple dimensions: Look beyond beliefs to practices, institutions, and social
effects.

e Use qualitative and quantitative methods: Interviews, participant observation, and surveys
offer rich insights.

¢ Contextualize findings: Understand religion within its cultural, historical, and social setting.

e Be aware of change: Religion is dynamic, so consider how it evolves over time.

Religion’s Enduring Influence on Society

Even in a world marked by rapid technological progress and scientific advancements, religion
continues to hold a significant place in shaping social identities, values, and institutions. Whether
through rituals that bring communities together or ethical frameworks that guide behavior,
understanding religion in sociological perspective enriches our comprehension of human societies. It
sheds light on why religion persists as a powerful social force, constantly interacting with culture,
politics, and individual lives in complex ways.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the sociological perspective on religion?

The sociological perspective on religion examines how religion influences social behavior, social
structures, and societal norms, and how society in turn shapes religious beliefs and practices.

How does religion function in society according to
sociologists?

Religion functions to promote social cohesion, provide meaning and purpose, reinforce social norms
and values, and sometimes serve as a mechanism for social control.

What role does religion play in social identity from a
sociological viewpoint?

Religion often serves as a key component of social identity, helping individuals to connect with a
community, establish a sense of belonging, and differentiate between in-groups and out-groups.

How do sociologists explain the relationship between religion
and social change?

Sociologists analyze how religion can both resist and promote social change by influencing moral
values, motivating social movements, or legitimizing existing social arrangements.

What is the concept of 'secularization’' in the sociology of
religion?

Secularization refers to the process by which religion loses social and cultural significance, often
leading to a decline in religious authority and practice in modern societies.

How do sociological theories differ in their approach to
studying religion?

Functionalist theory views religion as a social glue, conflict theory sees it as a tool for domination or
resistance, and symbolic interactionism focuses on the meanings individuals attach to religious
symbols and rituals.

What is the significance of rituals in religion from a
sociological perspective?

Rituals are important for reinforcing collective beliefs, strengthening group solidarity, and providing
structured ways to express and experience religion within a community.

How does religion intersect with issues of power and
inequality in society?

Religion can both justify and challenge social hierarchies, sometimes perpetuating inequality



through doctrines or supporting marginalized groups in their struggles for justice.

In what ways do sociologists study religious diversity and
pluralism?

Sociologists examine how different religious groups coexist, interact, and influence each other
within a society, as well as how pluralism affects social cohesion and individual religious expression.

Additional Resources

Religion in Sociological Perspective: An In-Depth Analysis

Religion in sociological perspective serves as a critical lens through which scholars examine the
multifaceted role religion plays within societies. Far beyond personal faith or spiritual belief, religion
interacts dynamically with social structures, cultural norms, and collective identities. This approach
dissects religion not only as a system of beliefs but also as a social institution that influences and is
influenced by the wider social environment. Understanding religion from a sociological vantage
point sheds light on its functions, forms, and consequences in both historical and contemporary
contexts.

Understanding Religion Through a Sociological Lens

Sociology defines religion as a unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things,
which unites believers into a moral community. This definition, rooted in Emile Durkheim’s
pioneering work, emphasizes the social aspect of religion, highlighting how it fosters collective
consciousness and social cohesion. Religion, in this framework, is more than individual spirituality; it
operates as a social glue that binds people together through shared rituals, symbols, and moral
codes.

Sociologists analyze religion by focusing on several core dimensions: beliefs, rituals, experiences,
and organizations. Each dimension reveals how religion functions within social life. For instance,
beliefs establish a worldview that influences individual and group behavior, while rituals reinforce
communal bonds. Religious organizations, ranging from churches to sects, structure social
interactions and often wield power within societies.

Key Theoretical Perspectives on Religion

Three major sociological theories provide foundational frameworks for studying religion:

e Functionalism: Emile Durkheim viewed religion as essential for social stability. It promotes
social integration by creating shared values and norms, which regulate behavior and reduce
anomie (social instability). Religion’s rituals and ceremonies reaffirm community bonds and
provide meaning to life events.



¢ Conflict Theory: Rooted in Marxist thought, this perspective interprets religion as an
instrument of social control. Karl Marx famously described religion as the “opium of the
people,” suggesting that it pacifies oppressed groups by promising rewards in the afterlife,
thereby diverting attention from material inequalities and perpetuating class divisions.

e Symbolic Interactionism: This micro-level approach focuses on how individuals interpret
and give meaning to religious symbols and practices in everyday life. It explores how religious
identities are constructed, maintained, or transformed through social interactions.

Each perspective contributes unique insights into the complex relationship between religion and
society, underscoring religion’s ability to both maintain social order and reflect social conflicts.

The Social Functions of Religion

Religion fulfills multiple social functions that extend beyond spiritual concerns. These functions
include:

1. Social Cohesion and Integration

Religious communities create a sense of belonging and solidarity. Shared rituals, holidays, and
worship services foster social networks that can provide emotional support, mutual aid, and social
capital. For example, studies show that individuals involved in religious groups often report higher
levels of social trust and community engagement.

2. Social Control and Order

Religious doctrines often prescribe moral codes and ethical guidelines that regulate behavior. This
regulatory role helps maintain social order by discouraging deviance and promoting conformity.
Throughout history, religious laws have influenced secular legal systems, demonstrating the deep
entwinement of religion with societal governance.

3. Meaning and Purpose

Religion offers existential answers to fundamental questions about life, death, and the universe. By
providing a framework for understanding suffering, injustice, and human destiny, religion helps
individuals cope with uncertainty and adversity. This psychological and emotional function can be
particularly significant in times of social upheaval or personal crisis.



4. Social Change and Mobilization

Contrary to the notion that religion only conserves social order, it can also be a catalyst for social
change. Religious movements have historically played pivotal roles in civil rights, anti-colonialism,
and humanitarian efforts. For instance, the American civil rights movement drew heavily on
Christian rhetoric and church networks to mobilize activists and challenge systemic racism.

Religion and Social Structure: Patterns and Variations

The sociological perspective recognizes that religion is deeply embedded in social structures such as
class, race, gender, and ethnicity. Religious affiliation and practice often reflect and reinforce social
stratification.

Religion and Social Class

Different social classes may gravitate toward distinct religious traditions or expressions. Sociological
research indicates that working-class communities often engage with more emotive, expressive
forms of worship, such as Pentecostalism or evangelical Christianity, which emphasize personal
experience and communal support. Conversely, middle and upper classes might affiliate with
denominations that promote social respectability and institutional stability.

Religion and Gender

Religious institutions frequently reproduce gender roles and norms. Many religions traditionally
assign specific roles to men and women, often privileging male leadership and authority. However,
contemporary sociological studies also highlight how women actively negotiate, resist, or reinterpret
religious teachings to assert agency within their faith communities.

Religion and Ethnicity

Religion can serve as a marker of ethnic identity, reinforcing boundaries between groups. Immigrant
communities, for example, often rely on religious institutions to preserve cultural heritage and
provide social support in new environments. This intersection of religion and ethnicity can foster
both solidarity and conflict within multicultural societies.

Secularization and the Changing Role of Religion

One of the most significant themes in the sociology of religion is secularization—the process by
which religion loses social and cultural significance. Scholars debate the extent and implications of
secularization in modern societies.



Data from the Pew Research Center indicates declining religious affiliation in many Western
countries, accompanied by rises in the “nones” (those who identify as atheists, agnostics, or
unaffiliated). This trend reflects broader social changes such as modernization, scientific
advancement, and increased pluralism.

However, the secularization thesis faces challenges. In many parts of the world, religion remains

vibrant and influential. Moreover, new forms of spirituality and religious expression continue to
emerge, often blending traditional beliefs with contemporary values.

Global Perspectives on Religion

Religion’s sociological significance varies across global contexts:
e In the Middle East and North Africa: Islam continues to shape political, social, and legal
systems deeply.

e In South Asia: Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, and other religions influence social hierarchy,
cultural practices, and intergroup relations.

e In Sub-Saharan Africa: Christianity and Islam coexist with indigenous beliefs, creating
complex religious landscapes.

e In Western Europe and North America: Secularization, religious pluralism, and
individualism define contemporary religious life.

These variations illustrate how religion in sociological perspective must account for cultural
specificity and historical context.

Contemporary Issues at the Intersection of Religion
and Society

Modern societies face numerous challenges involving religion, which sociologists continue to
explore:

Religious Fundamentalism and Extremism

The resurgence of fundamentalist movements, often in reaction to globalization and perceived
threats to identity, raises questions about religion’s role in conflict and violence. Sociologists analyze
the social conditions that foster extremism and the ways religious ideologies are mobilized.



Religion and Politics

The interplay between religion and politics is a critical area of investigation. In many countries,
religious groups influence policy-making, electoral behavior, and public debates on issues like
abortion, education, and human rights. Understanding this dynamic is essential for grasping
contemporary power structures.

Interfaith Dialogue and Social Cohesion

As societies become increasingly diverse, fostering tolerance and interreligious understanding
becomes vital. Sociologists study how interfaith initiatives contribute to peacebuilding and
community resilience.

Final Reflections on Religion in Sociological
Perspective

The sociological examination of religion reveals a complex institution that simultaneously unites and
divides, conserves tradition and inspires change, anchors identities, and adapts to modernity. By
situating religion within its broader social context, sociologists provide nuanced insights into how
faith shapes—and is shaped by—the world around us. This perspective continues to be invaluable in
addressing some of the most pressing social questions of our time.

Religion In Sociological Perspective

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Keith A. Roberts,
David Yamane, 2020-07-15 Religion in Sociological Perspective introduces students to the systems of
meaning, structure, and belonging that make up the complex social phenomena we know as religion.
Authors Keith A. Roberts and David Yamane use an active learning approach to illustrate the central
theories and methods of research in the sociology of religion and show students how to apply these
analytical tools to new groups they encounter.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Bryan Ronald
Wilson, 1991

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Bryan Wilson, 1982

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Keith A. Roberts,
2000

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Keith A. Roberts,
David Yamane, 2011-06-09 Religion in Sociological Perspective is an introduction to the sociology of
religion core text, designed to present and illustrate the basic theories sociologists use to
understand the social dimensions of religion. First and foremost, the authors seek to help students
understand the perspective from which sociologists view religion. By the time students have finished
this book, they should understand the central theories and methods of research in the sociology of
religion, and they should have an idea of how to apply these analytical tools to new groups they



https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-082/religion-in-sociological-perspective.pdf

encounter. The goal of this text is to be illustrative rather than all-encompassing. The Fifth Edition
continues to draw on a wide range of perspectives. The text aims to help students recognize the
contributions of various theoretical perspectives and the blind spots of each theory. Conflict,
functional, social constructionist, and rational choice paradigms are used throughout the text.
Various middle-range theories are also utilized to explore specific processes. Despite the effort to
introduce many perspectives, however, we have made an effort to enhance integration of the text by
using one framework throughout the book: the open systems model.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Earl R. Babbie,
1977

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Bryan R. Wilson,
1982 In this book, based on lectures that the author was invited to deliver in Japan, Bryan Wilson
traces the dominant contours of religion as perceived by the sociologist. His themes range from the
study of sectarianism, on which he is one of the relationship between religion and culture in modern
societies of the West and the East.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Seamus Huffman,
2022-09-13 Theories of religion provide various explanations for the origins and functions of
religion, including religious existence and foundations of faith. Sociology studies the philosophies,
practices and structural systems of religion. This objective study may involve the use of both
quantitative and qualitative methods. Theoretical positions with respect to the sociology of religion
can be categorized into symbolic anthropology, functionalism and nationalism. Contemporary
debates in sociology focus on matters such as secularization, civil religion and the connectivity of
religion in the background of globalization and multiculturalism. From theories to research to
practical applications, case studies related to all contemporary topics of relevance to sociology of
religion have been included in this book. While understanding the long-term perspectives of the
topics, it makes an effort in highlighting their impact as a modern tool for the growth of the
discipline. This book is a vital tool for all researching or studying sociology of religion, as it gives
incredible insights into emerging trends and concepts.

religion in sociological perspective: The Psychology of Religion, Fourth Edition Ralph W.
Hood, Jr., Peter C. Hill, Bernard Spilka, 2009-07-15 Scholarly and comprehensive yet accessible, this
state-of-the-science work is widely regarded as the definitive graduate-level psychology of religion
text. The authors synthesize classic and contemporary empirical research on numerous different
religious groups. Coverage includes religious thought, belief, and behavior across the lifespan; links
between religion and biology; the forms and meaning of religious experience; the social psychology
of religious organizations; and connections to morality, coping, mental health, and psychopathology.
Every chapter features thought-provoking quotations and examples that bring key concepts to life.
New to This Edition *Revised and updated with the latest theories, methods, and empirical
findings.*Many new research examples.*Restructured with fewer chapters for better “fit” with a
typical semester.*More attention to the differences between religion and spirituality*Covers
emerging topics: genetics and neurobiology, positive psychology, atheism, and more.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion and Knowledge Mathew Guest, Elisabeth
Arweck, 2016-04-15 Religions have always been associated with particular forms of knowledge,
often knowledge accorded special significance and sometimes knowledge at odds with prevailing
understandings of truth and authority in wider society. New religious movements emerge on the
basis of reformulated, often controversial, understandings of how the world works and where
ultimate meaning can be found. Governments have risen and fallen on the basis of such differences
and global conflict has raged around competing claims about the origins and content of religious
truth. Such concerns give rise to recurrent questions, faced by academics, governments and the
general public. How do we treat statements made by religious groups and on what basis are they
made? What authorities lie behind religious claims to truth? How can competing claims about
knowledge be resolved? Are there instances when it is appropriate to police religious knowledge
claims or restrict their public expression? This book addresses the relationship between religion and



knowledge from a sociological perspective, taking both religion and knowledge as phenomena
located within ever changing social contexts. It builds on historical foundations, but offers a
distinctive focus on the changing status of religious phenomena at the turn of the twenty-first
century. Including critical engagement with live debates about intelligent design and the ‘new
atheism’, this collection of essays brings recent research on religious movements into conversation
with debates about socialisation, reflexivity and the changing capacity of social institutions to shape
human identities. Contributors examine religion as an institutional context for the production of
knowledge, as a form of knowledge to be transmitted or conveyed and as a social field in which
controversies about knowledge emerge.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Earl R. Babbie, 1973

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Keith A. Roberts,
David Yamane, 2015-07-18 This fully updated Sixth Edition of Religion in Sociological Perspective
introduces students to the basic theories and methods in the field, and shows them how to apply
these analytic tools to new groups they encounter. The authors explore three interdependent
subsystems of religion—meaning, structure, and belonging—and their connections to the larger
social structure. While they cover the major theoretical paradigms of the field and employ various
middle-range theories to explore specific processes, they use the open systems model as a single
unifying framework to integrate the theories and enhance student understanding. Contributor to the
SAGE Teaching Innovations and Professional Development Award Find out more at
www.sagepub.com/sociologyaward

religion in sociological perspective: The Sociology of Religion George Lundskow,
2008-06-10 Using a lively narrative, The Sociology of Religion is an insightful text that investigates
the facts of religion in all its great diversity, including its practices and beliefs, and then analyzes
actual examples of religious developments using relevant conceptual frameworks. As a result,
students actively engage in the discovery, learning, and analytical processes as they progress
through the text. Organized around essential topics and real-life issues, this unique text examines
religion both as an object of sociological analysis as well as a device for seeking personal meaning in
life. The book provides sociological perspectives on religion while introducing students to relevant
research from interdisciplinary scholarship. Sidebar features and photographs of religious figures
bring the text to life for readers. Key Features Uses substantive and truly contemporary real-life
religious issues of current interest to engage the reader in a way few other texts do Combines theory
with empirical examples drawn from the United States and around the world, emphasizing a critical
and analytical perspective that encourages better understanding of the material presented Features
discussions of emergent religions, consumerism, and the link between religion, sports, and other
forms of popular culture Draws upon interdisciplinary literature, helping students appreciate the
contributions of other disciplines while primarily developing an understanding of the sociology of
religion Accompanied by High-Quality Ancillaries! Instructor Resources on CD contain chapter
outlines, summaries, multiple-choice questions, essay questions, and short answer questions as well
as illustrations from the book. C Intended Audience This core text is designed for upper-level
undergraduate students of Sociology of Religion or Religion and Politics.

religion in sociological perspective: An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion Inger
Furseth, Pal Repstad, 2023-09-05 What are religion and nonreligion? How do fundamentalism and
religious radicalization emerge and grow? How do social class, gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, and
other factors affect religious beliefs, practices, and organizations? Is religion a fundamental driving
force or do political leaders use religion for their own purposes? In exploring these pertinent
questions, An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion provides an overview of sociological theories
of contemporary religious life. Theoretical discussion is accompanied by presentations of empirical
research from several religious traditions in many parts of the world. The sociology of religion is
linked closely to developments in general sociology. Some chapters are organized according to topic,
while others offer brief presentations of classical and contemporary sociologists from Karl Marx to
Patricia Hill Collins and their perspectives on social life, including on religion. This second edition




has been thoroughly updated throughout with new chapters on religion and social inequalities,
social and religious movements, and extremism. Covering classical sociology of religion as well as
contemporary debates and topics, this book is ideal reading for students approaching the sociology
of religion for the first time.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective Charles Y. Glock,
1973 From the Research Program in Religion and Society, Survey Research Center, University of
California, Berkeley. Includes bibliographical references.

religion in sociological perspective: Academic Study of Religions in a Cognitive,
Anthropological and Sociological Perspective Tomas Bubik, Jakub Havli¢ek, Silvie Kotherova, Dusan
Luzny, Rudolf Havelka, 2021 The book deals with current issues of the study of religion as an
academic discipline, especially cognitive, anthropological and sociological research of religious
thought and behaviour. Publikace pojednava o aktualnich problémech religionistiky jako akademické
discipliny, zejména pak o kognitivnim, antropologickém a sociologickém vyzkumu néabozenského
mysSleni a chovéani.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Sociological Perspective David Yamane, Keith
A. Roberts, Jonas M. Hart, 2025-09-16 Religion in Sociological Perspective, Eighth
Edition?introduces the systems of meaning, structure, and belonging that make up the complex
social phenomena we know as religion. The author team uses an active learning approach to
illustrate the central theories and methods of research in the sociology of religion and show students
how to apply these analytical tools to new groups they encounter.

religion in sociological perspective: The Sociological Perspective Michael Leming,
Raymond De Vries, Brendan Furnish, 2009-10-10 Sociology and Christianity? Attempting to bring
sociology and Christianity together is like trying to mix oil and water. Christians seem to have as
little regard for sociology as sociologists generally have for Christianity. However, in the middle of
this conflict there is a group bold enough to call themselves Christian sociologists; they are not
willing to be stereotyped but are seriously committed to both realms. This collection of essays covers
topics that are typically addressed in introductory sociology courses. Written from a Christian point
of view, these essays are also geared for a wide range of readers from undergraduates to
professional sociologists who bring faith commitments to the sociological task. The editors' goal is to
provide an understanding of societal forces that is informed by a Christian conscience. Toward that
end, certain recurring themes are found in this book: the need for informed Christian social action,
the conflict between the individual and the community, the conflict between freedom and
determinism, and the significance of social sin.

religion in sociological perspective: Religion in Society Ronald L. Johnstone, 1996 For
junior/senior-level courses in Religion and Society in departments of Sociology and Religious
Studies. Using an unbiased, balanced approach, the 7th edition of this text continues to offer a
sound analysis of religion as a social institution that is interdependent and in constant interaction
with other societal units. It helps students understand the role and function of religion in society
that occur regardless of anyone's claims about the truth or falsity of religious systems. The focus is
on American religious institutions, but includes many examples of the interaction of religion and
society in other cultures both historic and contemporary; students will encounter major discussions
of Islam and other non-Western religions.

religion in sociological perspective: Israelite Religion in Sociological Perspective S. T.
Kimbrough, 1978
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Muslims: Religion, Politics and Society” was James Bell, the director of international survey research
for the Pew Research Center. He received

Religious affiliation of members of 117th Congress Catholic Catholic Baptist Catholic
Protestant unspecified Episcopalian Unitarian Universalist Jewish Protestant unspecified Jewish
Catholic Catholic Catholic Catholic

NUMBERS, FACTS AND TRENDS SHAPING THE WORLD all three waves of ISSP data, no more
than Source: International Social Survey Programme about one-in-ten Russians said they attend
“Russians Return to Religion, But Not to Church,”

In America, Does More Education Equal Less Religion? Religion and education within Christian
traditions: Highly educated are generally at least as observant as those with less education The
tendency for Christian college graduates to exhibit

Landscape Survey - Pew Research Center's An extensive new survey by the Pew Forum on
Religion & Public Life details the religious affiliation of the American public and explores the shifts
taking place in the U.S. religious

FOR RELEASE MARCH 22, 2021 - Pew Research Center's How we did this Pew Research
Center conducted this survey to help track how the evolving coronavirus outbreak is affecting the
religious lives and worship habits of Americans.

FOR RELEASE JULY 15, 2019 - Pew Research Center's Religion Over the decade from 2007 to
2017, government restrictions on religion — laws, policies and actions by state officials that restrict
religious beliefs and practices — increased

Religion in India: Tolerance and Segregation 1 The small number of respondents who did not
provide their current religion are included in the "Some other religion" category.The small number
of respondents who did not provide their
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