
pokemon black nuzlocke guide

**The Ultimate Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke Guide: Mastering the Challenge**

pokemon black nuzlocke guide is your ticket to transforming the classic Pok�mon Black adventure into a
thrilling and strategic experience. Whether you’re a seasoned trainer looking to spice up your gameplay or a
newcomer aiming to test your skills, understanding the nuances of a Nuzlocke run can make all the difference.
This guide will walk you through everything you need to know—from basic rules to expert strategies—helping
you navigate Unova with heart and determination.

What is a Nuzlocke Challenge?

Before diving into the specifics for Pok�mon Black, it’s important to grasp the core concept of a Nuzlocke
challenge. Originating from a fan-created set of self-imposed rules, a Nuzlocke run adds a layer of difficulty
and emotional weight to the game by emphasizing permanence and consequence.

Core Nuzlocke Rules

Catch Only the First Pok�mon in Each Area: You can only catch the first Pok�mon you encounter in a
route or area. If it flees or faints, you forfeit that catch.

Fainted Pok�mon Are Considered Dead: Any Pok�mon that faints must be released or permanently boxed,
adding a sense of high stakes to every battle.

Nickname All Caught Pok�mon: This rule encourages bonding with your team, making losses feel more
personal.

These simple yet impactful rules shift the gameplay from a casual collection to a survival challenge, making
every decision critical.

Why Choose Pok�mon Black for a Nuzlocke?

Pok�mon Black offers a rich storyline, diverse Pok�mon roster, and a variety of unique challenges that make it
perfect for a Nuzlocke run. The Unova region is packed with interesting routes and a balanced mix of Pok�mon
types, which can test your adaptability and strategic planning.

Unique Features of Pok�mon Black

- Varied Encounter Locations: Unova’s routes provide a wide range of first encounters, from common to rare
Pok�mon, which can influence your team composition dramatically.
- Challenging Gym Leaders: The gym battles in Black are designed to push trainers to think tactically,
especially when you have a limited team.
- Hidden Grottoes and Rare Pok�mon: These add an extra layer of excitement and potential for team diversity
during your run.



Starting Your Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke Run

Getting off on the right foot is essential. Your first few decisions can define the trajectory of your entire
playthrough.

Choosing Your Starter Wisely

Unlike some other Pok�mon games, in Pok�mon Black, your starter choice can significantly impact your run.
You’ll start with either Snivy, Tepig, or Oshawott, each with distinct strengths and weaknesses.

- Snivy: A speedy Grass-type that excels in defense and speed but may struggle against Fire and Flying types.
- Tepig: A powerhouse Fire-type with strong attack stats, useful against many early-game opponents.
- Oshawott: A balanced Water-type with solid special attack, offering versatility.

Consider your preferred playstyle and the challenges ahead when picking your starter, as this decision can
affect your strategy throughout the game.

Early Catch Strategy

Remember, only the first encounter per area can be caught. It’s important to:

- Be prepared for the possibility of losing your first encounter due to bad luck.
- Use Repels strategically to avoid unwanted encounters once you’ve caught your Pok�mon for a route.
- Prioritize catching Pok�mon that complement your starter’s weaknesses to build a balanced team.

Team Building and Strategy

Building a resilient team is crucial in a Nuzlocke challenge. Since each Pok�mon’s fainting is permanent, diversity
and synergy become your best allies.

Balancing Types and Moves

- Aim for a team with varied typings to cover as many weaknesses as possible.
- Teach your Pok�mon moves that provide type coverage beyond their natural strengths.
- Keep an eye on access to HM moves through your team to avoid getting stuck.

Training Tips

- Level your team evenly to prevent any weak links.
- Use the Exp. Share wisely to help under-leveled Pok�mon catch up.
- Focus on EV training if possible, to enhance your Pok�mon’s key stats.

Dealing with Losses and Staying Motivated

One of the biggest challenges of a Nuzlocke run is coping with the loss of beloved Pok�mon. It’s a unique



emotional rollercoaster that tests your resilience as a trainer.

Handling Pok�mon Fainting

- Accept that losses are part of the experience; each one teaches a lesson.
- Keep a mental or physical log of your team’s journey to honor fallen members.
- Use fainting as a motivator to refine your strategies and play more cautiously.

Staying Engaged

- Play with friends or join online communities for support and shared experiences.
- Set personal goals like completing the Pok�dex or beating the Elite Four with a specific team.
- Experiment with different Nuzlocke variants to keep things fresh.

Advanced Tips for Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke

Once you’re comfortable with the basics, consider these advanced strategies to elevate your gameplay.

Utilize TMs and Move Tutors Wisely

In Pok�mon Black, Technical Machines (TMs) and move tutors are invaluable resources. Since you can’t afford
to have Pok�mon with redundant move sets, think carefully about which moves to teach for maximum coverage
and utility.

Plan for Legendary and Event Pok�mon

While many Nuzlocke players avoid legendaries to maintain challenge balance, Pok�mon Black offers some
unique event Pok�mon that can add power to your team if you choose to include them. Just be
cautious—they’re often strong but not invincible.

Mastering Battle Facilities

Facilities like the Battle Subway can offer excellent training and rewards. Use these to hone your skills
without risking your team’s survival in the main story.

Resources and Tools to Enhance Your Run

There are plenty of fan-made tools and resources designed specifically for Nuzlocke challenges. These can help
you track your progress, plan your team, and stay organized.

Nuzlocke Trackers: Apps and spreadsheets that log encounters, captures, and losses.

Community Forums and Discords: Places to share stories, ask for advice, and find motivation.



Strategy Guides: Detailed analyses of Pok�mon stats and moves to optimize your team.

Integrating these resources into your gameplay can turn a difficult challenge into a rewarding adventure.

---

Embarking on a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke run is more than just playing a game—it’s about embracing
unpredictability, making tough choices, and forming a unique bond with your team. With this guide as your
companion, you’re better equipped to face the trials of Unova and emerge as a true Pok�mon Master. Happy
training, and may your journey be filled with excitement and unforgettable moments!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Nuzlocke challenge in Pok�mon Black?

A Nuzlocke challenge is a self-imposed set of rules that makes Pok�mon games more difficult. In Pok�mon Black,
the main rules are: you can only catch the first Pok�mon encountered in each area, and if a Pok�mon faints, it is
considered 'dead' and must be released or permanently boxed.

How do I start a Nuzlocke run in Pok�mon Black?

To start a Nuzlocke run in Pok�mon Black, begin a new game and commit to the two main rules: catch only the
first Pok�mon encountered in each new area, and release or permanently box any Pok�mon that faints. Many
players also nickname all their Pok�mon to create a stronger emotional bond.

Are there any recommended strategies for a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke?

Yes, some recommended strategies include diversifying your team to cover different types, prioritizing Pok�mon
with good stats and useful abilities, managing your items carefully, and planning for tough battles like Gym
Leaders and the Elite Four. Also, make use of TMs and HMs to optimize your movesets.

Can I catch multiple Pok�mon in one area during a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke?

No, the standard Nuzlocke rule states that you may only catch the first Pok�mon you encounter in each area.
If the first Pok�mon flees or is defeated, you cannot catch another in that area. This rule adds difficulty and
forces strategic team building.

What should I do if my starter Pok�mon faints early in a Pok�mon Black
Nuzlocke?

If your starter Pok�mon faints early, you must release or permanently box it as per the rules. This can be
challenging, but you should rely on your other caught Pok�mon and try to catch strong replacements in
upcoming areas to maintain a balanced team.

Are there any specific Pok�mon in Pok�mon Black that are recommended for
Nuzlocke runs?

Yes, Pok�mon like Stoutland, Excadrill, and Chandelure are popular choices due to their strong stats and
versatile move pools. Early game Pok�mon such as Pignite (starter) and Boldore are also good additions.
However, availability depends on your encounters and the areas you progress through.



How do I handle healing and resources during a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke?

Managing healing items and resources is critical in a Nuzlocke. Stock up on Potions, Antidotes, and status
healers, and use Pok�mon Centers strategically. Save your game often and avoid unnecessary battles to
preserve your team’s health and PP during challenging sections.

Additional Resources

Pokemon Black Nuzlocke Guide: Navigating the Challenge of Unova

pokemon black nuzlocke guide offers an intricate look into one of the most compelling ways to experience the
Pok�mon Black game. Nuzlocke challenges have gained immense popularity among Pok�mon enthusiasts for
transforming the traditional gameplay into a test of strategy, patience, and adaptability. This guide delves
deep into the mechanics, strategies, and nuances specifically tailored for Pok�mon Black, ensuring that players
can maximize their chances of success while appreciating the added intensity the Nuzlocke rules bring.

Understanding the Nuzlocke Challenge in Pok�mon Black

The Nuzlocke challenge, at its core, imposes a set of self-regulated rules that increase the stakes of Pok�mon
gameplay. These rules typically include: catching only the first Pok�mon encountered in each area, releasing
any Pok�mon that faints, and nicknaming all caught Pok�mon to deepen emotional bonds. While these guidelines
remain consistent across various Pok�mon titles, Pok�mon Black’s unique attributes and the Unova region’s
design necessitate a tailored approach.

Notably, Pok�mon Black presents a fresh roster of Pok�mon, varied route layouts, and specific limitations on
early-game captures that shape the Nuzlocke experience. Understanding these elements is crucial to formulating
a strategy that balances risk and reward.

Key Nuzlocke Rules Adapted for Pok�mon Black

While traditional Nuzlocke rules are straightforward, some players adopt additional or modified rules to suit
Pok�mon Black’s environment:

First Encounter Rule: Only the first Pok�mon encountered on each route can be caught; this includes
caves, cities, and special areas.

Fainting Means Release: Any Pok�mon that faints must be permanently boxed or released, emphasizing the
importance of cautious play.

Nicknaming: All captured Pok�mon must be given nicknames to foster attachment and enhance the
emotional depth of the challenge.

Dupes Clause (Optional): If the first encountered Pok�mon on a route has already been caught, players
may ignore it and catch the next new species.

Shiny Clause (Optional): Players may catch shiny Pok�mon regardless of the first encounter rule,
adding excitement and rarity to the run.



These adapted rules encourage players to explore the Unova region with heightened strategic thinking, as every
decision carries significant consequences.

Strategic Considerations for a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke Run

Success in a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke challenge hinges on several key strategic decisions. The game’s structure,
Pok�mon availability, and opponent difficulty curve combine to create a high-stakes environment where
mistakes can be costly.

Optimal Starter Selection

In Pok�mon Black, players choose between Snivy, Tepig, and Oshawott as starters. Each offers distinct
advantages and challenges in a Nuzlocke run:

Snivy: Offers speed and defense but may struggle against certain gym leaders due to limited offensive
coverage early on.

Tepig: Provides strong offensive power and bulk, making it a reliable choice for mid-game battles.

Oshawott: Balances offense and versatility with access to diverse moves, though it may require
careful level management.

Analyzing the gym leader lineup and route encounters can inform which starter aligns best with your playstyle
and anticipated challenges.

Route Planning and Encounter Management

Unova’s diverse routes present varying encounter tables that influence the composition of your team.
Prioritizing routes with strong Pok�mon or those that can cover weaknesses in your existing lineup is
essential.

For example, Route 2 offers early access to Pok�mon like Pidove and Patrat, which can serve as useful utility
or support members. Meanwhile, routes with limited encounter diversity might push players to rely heavily on
their starter or previous catches, increasing risk.

Resource Management: Items and Healing

Healing items and battle resources are vital in a Nuzlocke run. Pok�mon Black introduces features such as
Pok�mon Centers and various stores, but their accessibility fluctuates during the story.

Strategically conserving healing items like Potions and status healers, and knowing when to retreat or risk a
fight, can mean the difference between survival and a devastating loss. Additionally, understanding the
locations of key items such as Ethers and Revives can bolster endurance during longer sequences between
healing points.



Challenges Unique to Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke

While the Nuzlocke format is challenging across all Pok�mon games, Pok�mon Black introduces distinct
hurdles that players should anticipate.

Limited Early Game Diversity

The initial routes in Pok�mon Black offer a relatively narrow pool of Pok�mon. This limitation means players
often rely heavily on their starter or a few early catches, which can lead to team imbalances. The lack of type
variety early on demands creative strategies, such as careful moveset planning and training to mitigate
weaknesses.

Gym Leader Difficulty Curve

Gym leaders in Pok�mon Black, such as Burgh and Elesa, present diverse and sometimes unpredictable teams that
require adaptive strategies. Elesa’s Electric-type team, for instance, may pose a threat to a Tepig starter,
which necessitates the inclusion of Pok�mon resistant to Electric attacks or the use of status effects and
buffs.

Black City vs. White Forest Impact

Pok�mon Black’s version-exclusive feature, Black City, offers unique items and battles but lacks the Pok�mon
diversity of White Forest. Effective Nuzlocke players must weigh the benefits of Black City’s items against the
relative scarcity of wild encounters, impacting team composition decisions.

Pros and Cons of Undertaking a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke

Approaching Pok�mon Black with a Nuzlocke challenge in mind transforms the game into a highly engaging, albeit
demanding, experience. Here are some benefits and drawbacks:

Pros

Enhanced Engagement: The permanence of fainted Pok�mon raises emotional investment and game immersion.

Strategic Depth: Limited catches and high stakes encourage thoughtful team building and battle tactics.

Replayability: Each run offers unique challenges based on random encounters, increasing the game’s
lifespan.

Cons

High Difficulty: The challenge may frustrate casual players due to its unforgiving nature.



Randomness Factor: Encounter luck can heavily influence success, sometimes leading to unbalanced
teams.

Time-Consuming: Nuzlocke runs often require meticulous planning and may involve restarts after
failures.

Integrating Advanced Tactics and Competitive Insights

For players seeking to refine their Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke experience, incorporating competitive battling
principles can provide an edge. Understanding type matchups, move prioritization, and status effects can help
compensate for the limited roster.

Additionally, leveraging TMs and HMs strategically to diversify movesets is essential. For example, teaching a
Pok�mon a key coverage move like Ice Beam or Earthquake can turn the tide against challenging opponents.

Players can also benefit from training Pok�mon to optimal levels before key battles, balancing the risk of
over-leveling (which reduces challenge) and under-leveling (which increases difficulty).

Community and Resources for Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke Players

The Nuzlocke community is vibrant and supportive, offering an array of resources tailored for Pok�mon Black
enthusiasts. Online forums, video walkthroughs, and detailed route guides provide invaluable insights into
encounter tables, gym strategies, and run narratives.

Platforms like Reddit’s /r/nuzlocke and dedicated Discord servers facilitate real-time advice and share success
stories, fostering camaraderie among challengers. Utilizing these community tools can greatly enhance
understanding and enjoyment of the Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke challenge.

---

Embarking on a Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke run transforms the familiar journey through Unova into a rigorous
test of skill and resolve. By carefully navigating the unique challenges the game presents and strategically
managing resources and encounters, players can experience a fresh, emotionally resonant perspective on this
celebrated Pok�mon installment. Whether motivated by the thrill of high stakes or the desire for a deeper
connection to their team, the Pok�mon Black Nuzlocke challenge remains a compelling option for those seeking
to elevate their gameplay.
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  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Black & White - Strategy Guide GamerGuides.com,
2015-10-28 How to become the greatest trainer Unova has ever known with our highly-detailed
walkthrough of the main story and beyond. Pokemon trainers and collectors alike will appreciate our
extensive lists of Pokemon and item location, ensuring nothing important goes under the Poke
Radar! Version 1.3 (August 2016) - Added Encounter rates for every area of the game. - Updated
screenshots to make them a little clearer and added captions where appropriate. - Fixed tables.
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split into several chapters. - Images and tables retooled to look better on most browsers. - Hundreds
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of new illustrative, high-quality screenshots taken from the game. - Added many additional side
areas and lots of postgame areas. Version 1.1: - Expanded Training and Battling segments. - Concise
and easy to understand explanations of advanced stat building systems - learn how to raise a prize
Pokémon. - Added TM names - find the items you want to find. - Corrected name and layout errors.
Also inside: - Expert strategies for defeating every single gym leader; - How to collect the various
new Pokémon (including Legendary Pokémon)! - Thorough Route and Town guides detailing every
collectable Pokemon and item; - Hidden secrets explained; - How to raise a super squad of
undefeatable Pokémon.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Black Version 2 & Pokémon White Version 2
Pokémon Company International, 2012
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon: Black & White 2 - Strategy Guide
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Pokemon you want to catch - Find and catch all Legendary Pokemon! - Post story-mode walkthrough
with all hidden areas uncovered - Save time by finding the rarest of items for free! - Packed full with
high-quality screenshots! - Tips and info on both Black and White versions - And LOADS more inside!
Updates: - Added complete tables for every Wild Pokémon found in each area as well as encounter
rates. - Fixed tables that weren't displaying correctly on the website. - Further editing improvements
to text and formatting. - Completely reformatted for easier viewing on all devices! - All missing White
2 sections added, plus the mysterious Nature Preserve. - Expanded the Introduction and Gameplay
section with loads of new information. - Videos for all the Gym Leader and Elite Four battles, plus
legendary Pokemon. - Dozens of illustrative and pretty screenshots. - Missing areas amended -
Expanded segment describing the intricacies of training a Pokémon - Concise and easy to
understand explanations of advanced stat building systems - learn how to raise a prize Pokémon
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Black & Pokémon White Versions Michael G.
Ryan, 2011 A guide to discovering the Unova region and all its new wonders.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Black Version 2, Pokémon White Version 2 ,
2012 An official strategy guide to Pokémon Black Version 2 and Pokémon White Version 2 covering
where to catch each Pokémon, full lists of their attacks and battle moves, how to build a great team
and more.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Black Version, White Version , 2011 A guide to
the Pokémon Black & Pokémon White video games that includes a complete walkthrough, overviews
of more than 150 brand-new Pokémon, detailed maps, playing strategies, and insider tips.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: The Offical Unova Pokedex & Guide, Volume 2 Piggyback
Interactive, The Pokemon Company, 2011-04
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Black Version, White Version , 2011 A guide to
the Black and White versions of the popular game provides strategies, techniques, walkthroughs,
attacks, moves, information on items, and descriptions of all the Pokémon.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokemon Black and Pokemon White Versions 1 - the Official
Pokemon Strategy Guide Piggyback, 2011-02-01
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokemon Black & Pokemon White Versions Pokemon
Company International, 2011 A guide to the Black and White versions of the popular game provides
strategies, techniques, walkthroughs, attacks, moves, and information on items.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pok©bmon Black Version, Pok©bmon White Version
Handbook , 2011 Provides information on 153 Pok©bmon, including number, type, ability, height,
weight, possible moves, and evolutions; arranged alphabetically by name, with a summary of
Pok©bmon types, and discussion of Unova's legendary and mythical Pok©bmon.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokemon Black Version 2 & Pokemon White Version 2
Volume 2 The Pokemon Company, 2012-11-01
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Black Version, Pokemon White Version , 2011
Profiles 152 Pokémon from the Unova Region, and offers tips on catching them, taking the game



online, improving battle strategies, and more.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokemon Black Version 2 and Pokemon White Version 2
Collector's Edition Guide Pokémon Company International, 2012 * The Collector's Edition is
hardcover and individually numbered, comes with a removable lenticular and four-color end sheets,
and contains special Collector's Edition-exclusive content: an interview with one of the members of
the company behind the design of the games, Junichi Masuda of GAME FREAK, as well as unique art
assets. * A complete walkthrough of the games, including all the new Gyms, Trainers, challenges,
and even the post-game surprises! * Tips and tricks for evolving your Pokémon, so you can get the
most from your Pokémon at every level! * A guide to becoming a star at the Pokéstar Studios and
winning at the Pokémon World Tournament! * All the info you need to master the Medal Rally and to
catch all of the Pokémon to complete your Pokédex! * Hints and special information to help you find
hidden items, with a location index! * Matchup strategies to help you beat the toughest quartet of
Trainers in the game, the Elite Four!
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon X & Y - Strategy Guide GamerGuides.com,
2015-10-22 Become the ultimate Pokémon champion with our greatest Pokémon strategy guide yet.
Inside we cover: Latest Version 1.3: - Additional details on the elusive event Pokemon distributions. -
Revised tables with encounter rates for finding wild Pokemon. Version 1.2: - Expanded the
Introduction and Gameplay section with loads of new information. - Videos for all the Gym Leader
and Elite Four battles, plus legendary and shiny Pokemon. - Dozens of additional tips and reminders
throughout the main walkthrough. - How to solve crime with the Looker Bureau in the post-game.
Version 1.1: - Full breakdown on how to breed the perfect Pokémon of your dreams! - How to catch
those insanely rare Shiny Pokémon! - List of all the really helpful (and free) O-Powers. Version 1.0: -
Everything that's new to Pokémon X & Y. - 5 amazing tips to get your Pokémon collecting off to a
blistering start. - Every single route, trainer battle and hidden shortcuts are covered. - What
Pokémon can be found on what routes (both versions). - How to beat every single gym leader without
breaking a sweat. - Where to find all those hidden items. - The locations of every single legendary
Pokémon! - Where to find all of the amazing Mega Stones. - Pokémon-Amie, Super Training, Battle
Chateau etc all covered! - Accompanied by over 240 super high-quality screenshots!
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokemon Black Version 2 and Pokemon White Version 2 The
Pokemon Company, 2012-10-01
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon: Let's Go, Pikachu! & Let's Go, Eevee! - Strategy
Guide GamerGuides.com, 2018-11-29 - A complete walkthrough with strategies to defeat all the
Kanto Gym Leaders and conquer the Pokémon League. - Encounter tables for all the wild Pokémon,
including the rare Pokémon with undisclosed habitats in the Pokédex. - Explanations of all the
gameplay mechanics for both beginner trainers and Pokémon Masters. - Where to find all the Master
Trainers and hidden battles after beating the game. - A handy mini-Pokédex containing the key
details for all 153 obtainable Pokémon and where to find them.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokémon Omega Ruby & Alpha Sapphire - Strategy Guide
GamerGuides.com, 2015-10-22 Relive your adventures in Hoenn or start a brand new journey with
this re-imagining of a much-loved game. Collect and battle your way to the Pokemon League for the
right to challenge the Elite Four. Hunt legendary Pokemon, breed them and become the best
Pokemon Master you can be with the help of our guide! - A full walkthrough for all badges and the
Pokemon League challenges. - Side quest information on legendary Pokemon and the different
Routes and Caves. - Information on breeding, Pokemon Contests, the Battle Maison and much more!
- Full-color screenshots throughout and useful tips to help you along the way. - Comparisons
between the original game and remake. Updates (Aug 2016): - Added Encounter Rates to Wild
Pokémon table lists as well as general locations making it easier to find your favorite Pokémon. -
Fixed some formatting issues and general editing. - Expanded Introduction with loads of new
information. - Restructured Extra Activities section (at the end) for easier navigation and reading.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokďex Pokémon Company International, 2012 An official
strategy guide to Pokémon Black Version 2 and Pokémon White Version 2 covering where to catch



each Pokémon, full lists of their attacks and battle moves, how to build a great team and more.
  pokemon black nuzlocke guide: Pokédex The Pokemon Company Intl., Pokémon Company
International, 2012 Smaller trim size for portability, this guide includes a beautiful dust jacket with a
map. Readers will learn where to catch every Pokmon, with full lists of Learned Attacks and Battle
Moves.
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