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Writing a Sermon Template: Crafting Messages That Inspire and Connect

writing a sermon template is an essential skill for pastors, ministers, and anyone involved in delivering
meaningful messages to a congregation. Whether you are a seasoned preacher or a newcomer stepping into
the pulpit for the first time, having a clear and adaptable sermon template can streamline your preparation
process, enhance your delivery, and foster a deeper connection with your audience. In this article, we’ll
explore how to create an effective sermon template, explore key components to include, and offer practical
tips to make your sermons more engaging and impactful.

Why Use a Sermon Template?

Before diving into the specifics of writing a sermon template, it’s important to understand why having one
is beneficial. A sermon template serves as a structural roadmap that guides your thoughts, helps organize
your ideas, and ensures your message flows smoothly. It reduces the anxiety of starting from scratch every
week and allows you to focus on the heart of your message rather than getting bogged down in formatting
or structure.

Moreover, a well-crafted sermon template encourages consistency in your preaching style, making it easier
for your congregation to follow along and grasp the key points. By using a repeatable format, you can also
evaluate and improve your sermons over time, honing your communication skills and deepening your
spiritual impact.

Key Elements of Writing a Sermon Template

Creating a sermon template is more than just filling in blanks—it’s about designing a flexible framework
that supports your unique voice and message. Here are the essential components to include when writing a
sermon template:

1. Opening or Introduction

The introduction sets the tone for your sermon and captures the attention of your listeners. When writing
your template, allocate space for:

- A hook or attention-grabber: This could be a story, a question, a quote, or a surprising fact that relates to



your topic.
- Context or background: Briefly introduce the biblical passage or theme you will address.
- Purpose or thesis statement: Clearly state the central message or takeaway of the sermon.

Having a designated section for the intro will remind you to start strong and connect immediately with
your audience.

2. Scripture Reading

Since sermons are often rooted in biblical texts, your template should include a spot to cite or read the
scripture passage(s) relevant to your message. This section can also include notes on the translation used or
any key verses you want to highlight.

3. Main Points or Body

This is the heart of your sermon. Break down your message into two to four main points that support your
central theme. When writing your sermon template, consider structuring this section as follows:

- Point 1: Explanation and illustration
- Point 2: Explanation and illustration
- Point 3 (optional): Explanation and illustration

For each point, leave room for:

- Scriptural support: Bible verses that reinforce the point.
- Real-life application: Stories, examples, or analogies that make the point relatable.
- Insight or theological reflection: Deeper understanding or interpretation.

This approach helps ensure your sermon is both grounded in scripture and relevant to everyday life.

4. Application

One of the most important parts of any sermon is how it applies to the listeners. Your template should
include a dedicated section for practical applications or challenges. This might involve:

- Encouraging specific actions or changes in behavior.
- Inviting reflection or prayer.
- Offering hope or encouragement.



By explicitly including application in your sermon template, you remind yourself to move beyond theory
and inspire real transformation.

5. Conclusion

A strong conclusion reinforces your message and leaves a lasting impression. In your sermon template, plan
for:

- A summary of the main points.
- A call to action or invitation.
- A closing prayer or blessing.

Ending with clarity and warmth helps your congregation internalize the message and carry it with them
beyond the service.

Tips for Writing an Effective Sermon Template

When crafting your sermon template, keep these helpful tips in mind to make your preaching preparation
more effective:

Be Flexible but Structured

While a sermon template provides structure, avoid rigidly following it to the point where your message
feels mechanical. Allow room for spontaneity, personal stories, or adjustments based on the unique needs of
your congregation.

Use Clear and Simple Language

Your template should encourage messages that are easy to understand and remember. Avoid overly
complex theological jargon unless it’s necessary, and always aim to communicate in a way that resonates
with your listeners.

Incorporate Transitions

Smooth transitions between sections keep your sermon coherent. Include prompts or example phrases in



your template to help you move naturally from one point to the next.

Leave Space for Notes and Insights

During sermon preparation, you might discover new insights or relevant anecdotes. Design your template
with ample space for jotting down these additions so your sermon remains rich and dynamic.

Practice and Refine Your Template

Your first attempt at a sermon template might not be perfect. Use it several times, gather feedback if
possible, and make adjustments that suit your preaching style and congregation’s preferences.

Examples of Sermon Template Structures

To illustrate how a sermon template might look, here are two popular structures you can adapt.

The Classic Three-Point Sermon Template

1. Introduction (Hook, Scripture, Purpose)
2. Point 1 (Explanation, Scripture, Application)
3. Point 2 (Explanation, Scripture, Application)
4. Point 3 (Explanation, Scripture, Application)
5. Conclusion (Summary, Call to Action, Prayer)

The Narrative or Story-Based Template

1. Opening Story or Illustration
2. Scripture Reading Related to Story
3. Explanation of Scripture
4. Connection Between Story and Scripture
5. Application for the Congregation
6. Closing Reflection and Prayer

Both templates emphasize clarity, relevance, and engagement, but you can customize them to match your
preaching style and the spiritual needs of your community.



Integrating Technology and Tools in Writing a Sermon Template

In today’s digital age, numerous tools can assist you in creating and organizing your sermon templates.
Software like Microsoft Word, Google Docs, or specialized sermon preparation apps allow you to build
reusable templates, insert scripture references quickly, and collaborate with ministry teams.

Additionally, apps with access to biblical commentaries, dictionaries, and sermon illustrations can enrich
your content and save time. Incorporating these resources into your template-writing process can elevate
the quality of your sermons while making preparation more efficient.

Why a Sermon Template Enhances Your Ministry

Beyond organization, writing a sermon template nurtures intentionality in your preaching. When you
commit to a thoughtful framework, you’re more likely to craft sermons that are theologically sound,
spiritually nourishing, and practically applicable.

This intentional approach not only benefits your congregation but also deepens your own spiritual growth
and confidence as a speaker. Over time, a well-developed sermon template becomes a treasured tool that
supports your calling and helps you shepherd your community with clarity and compassion.

Writing a sermon template is more than a technical exercise—it’s a creative and spiritual discipline that
invites you to communicate timeless truths in ways that inspire hearts and transform lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of using a sermon template?
A sermon template helps organize thoughts, ensures a clear structure, and keeps the message focused and
coherent, making it easier to communicate effectively to the congregation.

What are the essential components of a sermon template?
Essential components typically include the title, introduction, scripture reading, main points, illustrations or
stories, application, and conclusion.

How can I personalize a sermon template to fit my preaching style?
You can personalize a sermon template by adjusting the tone, adding personal stories, incorporating
relevant cultural references, and choosing illustrations that resonate with your audience and reflect your



unique voice.

Can a sermon template be used for different sermon types, such as
expository or topical?
Yes, a sermon template can be adapted for various sermon types by focusing on scripture explanation for
expository sermons or thematic points for topical sermons, while maintaining a clear structure.

How detailed should my sermon template be?
The level of detail depends on your preference; some preachers prefer a detailed outline with full
sentences, while others use brief bullet points as prompts to allow for more natural delivery.

Are there digital tools or software that offer sermon templates?
Yes, many digital tools like Microsoft Word, Google Docs, and specialized sermon preparation software such
as Logos Bible Software or Sermonary provide customizable sermon templates to streamline the preparation
process.

Additional Resources
Writing a Sermon Template: A Professional Guide to Structuring Impactful Messages

writing a sermon template is a critical skill for pastors, ministers, and religious speakers seeking to deliver
clear, engaging, and spiritually enriching messages. A well-crafted sermon template serves as a blueprint
that ensures coherence, theological soundness, and emotional resonance with the congregation. In an era
where effective communication is paramount, understanding how to design and utilize sermon templates
can significantly enhance a speaker’s ability to connect with diverse audiences while maintaining doctrinal
integrity.

The Importance of Writing a Sermon Template

In many religious traditions, sermons are a primary vehicle for teaching, encouragement, and spiritual
formation. However, without a structured approach, sermons risk becoming disorganized or lacking a clear
takeaway. Writing a sermon template addresses these challenges by providing a consistent framework that
guides the preacher through each stage of message development. This structure supports clarity, facilitates
time management, and helps preachers remain focused on the core message without digressing into
unrelated topics.

Additionally, sermon templates can accommodate various styles and traditions, from expository and topical



preaching to narrative and evangelistic sermons. The adaptability of a template makes it a valuable tool for
both seasoned clergy and novice speakers.

Key Elements of an Effective Sermon Template

A comprehensive sermon template typically includes several essential components, each fulfilling a specific
role in the overall message delivery:

Introduction: Captivates the audience’s attention and introduces the sermon’s theme or scripture
passage.

Scripture Reading: Presents the biblical text that forms the foundation of the sermon, ensuring
scriptural authority.

Main Points: Outlines the primary ideas or lessons derived from the scripture, usually structured into
two to four clear points.

Illustrations and Examples: Provides relatable stories, analogies, or historical context to elucidate the
main points.

Application: Connects the theological insights to practical life situations, encouraging listeners to
implement the message.

Conclusion: Summarizes the key takeaways and includes a call to action, invitation, or prayer.

This sequence helps maintain a logical flow, making the sermon easier for the audience to follow and
internalize.

Analytical Perspectives on Sermon Templates

Analyzing sermon templates reveals their multifaceted benefits and some potential limitations. For
instance, a template promotes consistency, which is especially useful when preparing weekly sermons
under tight deadlines. It also allows for the integration of research and theological reflection in a systematic
way. On the other hand, rigid adherence to a template can sometimes stifle creativity or fail to address
unique congregational needs if not adapted thoughtfully.

From a communication standpoint, sermon templates align with best practices in public speaking. They



emphasize clarity of purpose, audience engagement, and structured argumentation. When compared to
other forms of speechwriting, sermon templates uniquely balance doctrinal fidelity with pastoral
sensitivity, which is crucial in religious contexts.

Incorporating LSI Keywords for Enhanced Reach

When writing a sermon template, incorporating related terms such as “sermon outline,” “preaching
structure,” “homiletic framework,” and “message preparation” can enhance the content’s discoverability for
those seeking guidance online. These LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords help search engines
understand the context and relevance of the content, thereby improving SEO performance without
compromising natural readability.

For example, a paragraph might read: “Developing a sermon outline within a homiletic framework ensures
that the message preparation process is streamlined and effective, allowing preachers to communicate with
clarity and purpose.”

Practical Tips for Writing a Sermon Template

Crafting a sermon template requires intentionality and awareness of both content and audience. The
following tips can assist in producing a functional and flexible template:

Start with a Clear Objective: Define the core message or spiritual truth you want the congregation to1.
grasp.

Choose a Relevant Scripture: Select a passage that supports your objective and resonates with your2.
audience’s current needs.

Develop Concise Main Points: Limit the sermon to a manageable number of points to maintain focus3.
and retention.

Integrate Illustrations Thoughtfully: Use stories and examples that enhance understanding without4.
overshadowing the scripture.

Plan Application Steps: Offer practical ways for listeners to apply the message in their daily lives,5.
fostering transformation.

Practice Transitions: Ensure smooth flow between sections to keep the audience engaged and the6.
sermon coherent.



Allow Space for Flexibility: Customize the template as needed for different occasions, themes, or7.
audience demographics.

Utilizing these strategies can help preachers build sermon templates that are both effective and adaptable.

Comparing Different Styles of Sermon Templates

Sermon templates vary widely depending on preaching style and denominational preferences. For
example:

Expository Sermon Templates emphasize detailed explanation of scripture, often following the text
verse-by-verse.

Topical Sermon Templates address a specific theme or issue, drawing from multiple scriptures to
support the topic.

Narrative Sermon Templates use storytelling as the primary vehicle, weaving scripture and
personal or biblical stories to illustrate points.

Each style necessitates adjustments in the template structure. Expository templates require space for textual
analysis, while topical sermons focus more on thematic coherence. Narrative sermons prioritize engaging
storytelling elements, demanding a flexible introduction and conclusion to accommodate the story arc.

The Role of Technology in Sermon Template Writing

Modern technology offers innovative tools that facilitate sermon template creation. Software like Logos
Bible Software, Accordance, and sermon-specific platforms provide features such as scripture search,
theological commentary access, and template customization. These resources enhance efficiency and depth
in sermon preparation.

Moreover, digital templates allow easy editing, multimedia integration, and sharing among ministry teams.
This collaborative potential supports feedback and refinement, which can elevate sermon quality.

However, an overreliance on technology may risk diminishing the personal and spiritual preparation
necessary for impactful preaching. Balancing digital assistance with prayerful reflection remains essential.



Challenges and Considerations

While sermon templates offer numerous advantages, preachers must remain mindful of potential pitfalls.
Over-standardization can lead to mechanical delivery, reducing emotional connection with the
congregation. Additionally, cultural and contextual diversity within congregations calls for sensitivity; a
one-size-fits-all template may not resonate universally.

Therefore, ongoing evaluation and adaptation of sermon templates are critical. Feedback from congregants,
self-assessment, and peer review can help refine the template to better serve its purpose.

Writing a sermon template is not merely an administrative task; it is a dynamic process that balances
structure with spiritual insight. When executed skillfully, it empowers preachers to communicate timeless
truths in a manner that is both accessible and transformative.

Writing A Sermon Template

  writing a sermon template: Sermon Preparation Bill Hybels, 2012 Imagine writing a sermon
that must be original, insightful, useful, challenging, comforting . . . once a week. Thats exactly what
most preachers are called upon to do while seeing to all of the other responsibilities that comprise
their vocation.
  writing a sermon template: Preaching the Gospel of Justice Jennifer L. Ackerman, 2024-04-30
The call to holistic preaching has many dimensions. Are we called to preach the good news of God's
grace? Advocate for justice? Is preaching worship? A prophetic act? Yes, Jennifer Ackerman
answers--to all of the above. Through personal stories, biblical examples, and concrete advice,
readers will learn how to join gospel and justice in community. Ackerman draws on her experience
as a practitioner, teacher, and director of Brehm Preaching--A Lloyd John Ogilvie Initiative at Fuller
Theological Seminary to provide concrete tools for readers seeking to develop their capacity for
preaching with a relational focus. Ackerman helps us think about preaching through the lenses of
community, justice, worship, and prophecy. The work of the church is work best done together, both
within congregations and as ministers connect with fellow practitioners. Grounded in Scripture, with
tangible resources and exemplar sermons, Preaching the Gospel of Justice is a hands-on tool for
translating theory into practice.
  writing a sermon template: Confessions of a Wanna-Be Megachurch Pastor: I was wrong
about the Seeker-Sensitive Movement ,
  writing a sermon template: Making Your Way to the Pulpit Jerrilee Parker Lewallen,
William Hoover Hethcock, 2010-10-15 Making Your Way to the Pulpit is a book for beginning
preachers, for preachers who will never have a seminary course called homiletics (the art of
preaching), for preachers who studied homiletics with William Hethcock and want a review, and for
all preachers who are looking for a tested, reliable approach to sermon preparation. In short, this is
a book for those who preach regularly or occasionally and would like a clear guide for making their
way to the pulpit. At the School of Theology (SofT), University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee, the
Rev. Dr. William H. Hethcock directed field education from 1979 to 1985 and taught homiletics from
1985 until his retirement in 1997. After retiring, he continued to teach homiletics on semester
contracts at the SofT and the Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS). He remains active as a teacher,
speaker on the subject of preaching, and preacher. Assimilating the work of other scholars,
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Hethcock developed his own process for approaching sermon preparation on a weekly basis. This
book summarizes and describes the Hethcock method. When followed, his process reliably gets the
preacher to the pulpit with a biblical proclamation that resonates with individuals in today's
congregations.
  writing a sermon template: Illuminating Sermons Carlos E. Wilton, 2025-09-09 Good sermon
illustrations are among a preacher's most persistent needs. However, Carlos E. Wilton argues that
asking where to find good illustrations is the wrong question. In Illuminating Sermons, Wilton offers
practical wisdom about how preachers can curate their own materials that extend beyond sermon
illustrations. Using museum curation as a lens, this book presents the foundational habit of holy
wonder to help preachers recognize short textual materials--metaphors, stories, quotations, and
poetry--that shimmer with the possibility of inspiration. The book casts an imaginative vision for
preachers to develop lifelong disciplines of attention, creativity, discernment, and personal
organization as they acquire, store, and deploy materials that illuminate rather than illustrate.
Illuminating Sermons provides an accessible approach for preachers to develop and sustain a
practice to curate their own sermon illuminations. This easy-to-use approach makes the book ideal
for seminary students in homiletics, preachers, and lay ministry educators who desire an innovative
approach toward sermon preparation and development.
  writing a sermon template: Writing the Monarch in Jacobean England Jane Rickard,
2015-10-08 This book examines how Jacobean authors interpreted and responded to the works of
King James VI and I.
  writing a sermon template: Social Crisis Preaching Tyshawn Gardner, 2023-02-01 This
book provides a theology for social crisis preaching by arguing that Christian proclamation is the
best prescription for the social crises in our world. Social Crisis Preaching positions the pastor as a
sacred anthropologist, one who is aware of both the crises in one’s community, but also as one who
has a firm understanding of the people in the pews. It also equips the preacher with both the
hermeneutical and homiletical tools to confront social crisis with biblical integrity. Lastly, this book
argues that social crisis preaching develops Christians disciples and congregations, as those who
care about and confront the social crisis in their neighbor’s community, following the biblical
mandate to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
  writing a sermon template: Birthing the Sermon Jana Childers, 2001-05-31 Where do
preachers get their ideas for sermons, and how do they turn those ideas into great sermons week
after week? Sharing their experiences, these dynamic women preachers take us through their
process from conception, through development, to the actual delivery of the sermon and beyond.
Each chapter includes a sermon that illustrates the results of that preacher's labor of love.
Contributors include: Barbara Shires Blaisdell, Teresa L. Fry Brown, Jana Childers, Linda L. Clader,
Yvette Flunder, Mary G. Graves, Linda Carolyn Loving, Barbara K. Lundblad, Karen Stokes, Barbara
Brown Taylor, Mary Donovan Turner, Margaret Moers Wenig.
  writing a sermon template: Preaching from Home Gracia Grindal, 2011-08 This volume by
Gracia Grindal introduces English-speaking readers to several significant yet unsung Lutheran
women hymn writers from the sixteenth century to the present. After a brief introductory discussion
of Elisabeth Cruciger, the first woman hymn writer of the Reformation, Grindal provides fascinating
profiles of these talented Scandinavian women who preached from home: Dorothe Engelbretsdatter,
Birgitte Hertz Boye, Berthe Canutte Aarflot, Lina Sandell, Britt G. Hallqvist, and Lisbeth
Smedegaard Andersen. Grindal not only gives a biographical account of each woman her life, her
piety, her times but also offers sparkling new English translations of each writer s key hymns. In the
last chapter Grindal recounts her own inspiring journey as a Lutheran woman hymn writer. Her
Preaching from Home will open the door to a world previously unknown to most North Americans.
  writing a sermon template: Writing Theology Well Lucretia Yaghjian, 2006-11-24 In its
creative integration of the disciplines of writing, rhetoric, and theology, Writing Theology Well
provides a standard text for theological educators engaged in the teaching and mentoring of writing
across the theological curriculum. As a theological rhetoric, it will also encourage excellence in



theological writing in the public domain by helping to equip students for their wider vocations as
writers, preachers, and communicators in a variety of ministerial and professional contexts.
  writing a sermon template: Colonial 'reformation' in the Highlands of Central Sulawesi,
Indonesia, 1892-1995 Albert Schrauwers, 2000-01-01 Schrauwers examines the profound impact of
a Dutch Protestant Mission on the religion and culture of the To Pamona people of the highlands of
Central Sulawesi, Indonesia.
  writing a sermon template: Love Written in Stone MD Carlson, Philip, 2011-03-01 Many
Christians don't know what to think of the Bible's commands, as they often seem legalistic and
burdensome. But medical doctor Philip Carlson reveals that God instructs us because he loves us as
a father loves his children. Recent research in the health sciences demonstrates that following God's
guidelines produces wellness and wholeness in our lives. Readers will be encouraged to learn that
the sciences are catching up to what God has been saying all along about family relationships,
nutrition, sexuality, rest, and more.
  writing a sermon template: A Treatise on Homiletics Daniel Parish Kidder, 1864
  writing a sermon template: Preaching and the Mission of God David R. Fields, 2023-03-16
In an age divided and skeptical, when the true Christian story is often unknown or deeply
misunderstood, how do we even begin to share the news of Jesus? And how might preaching in a
local church both equip God's people for their missional task and speak in a way that a weary world
can hear and even rejoice in? The answer begins with seeing the Bible as a document developed in a
missionary context for a missionary purpose. This book starts there. It begins by examining the Bible
as a document of mission that needs to be interpreted through a missional lens. It then moves to
offer a mission-shaped vision for preaching and the needed tools for contextualizing the gospel in
our post-Christendom setting. You'll find short, accessible chapters with personal reflection
questions as well as three group discussion sections, ideal for either a classroom setting, a
preaching team in a local church, or a preacher's guild.
  writing a sermon template: The Seminarian Patrick Parr, David Garrow, 2018-04-01 2018 and
2019 Washington State Book Award Finalist (Biography/Memoir) • Excerpted in The Atlantic and
Politico • TIME Magazine – One of 6 Books to Read in Honor of the 50th Anniversary of Martin
Luther King Jr.'s Death Martin Luther King Jr. was a cautious nineteen-year-old rookie preacher
when he left Atlanta, Georgia, to attend divinity school up north. At Crozer Theological Seminary,
King, or ML back then, immediately found himself surrounded by a white staff and white professors.
Even his dorm room had once been used by wounded Confederate soldiers during the Civil War. In
addition, his fellow seminarians were almost all older; some were soldiers who had fought in World
War II, others pacifists who had chosen jail instead of enlisting. ML was facing challenges he'd
barely dreamed of. A prankster and a late-night, chain-smoking pool player, ML soon fell in love with
a white woman, all the while adjusting to life in an integrated student body and facing discrimination
from locals in the surrounding town of Chester, Pennsylvania. In class, ML performed well, though
he demonstrated a habit of plagiarizing that continued throughout his academic career. But he was
helped by friendships with fellow seminarians and the mentorship of the Reverend J. Pius Barbour.
In his three years at Crozer between 1948 and 1951, King delivered dozens of sermons around the
Philadelphia area, had a gun pointed at him (twice), played on the basketball team, and eventually
became student body president. These experiences shaped him into a man ready to take on even
greater challenges. Based on dozens of revealing interviews with the men and women who knew him
then,The Seminarian is the first definitive, full-length account of King's years as a divinity student at
Crozer Theological Seminary. Long passed over by biographers and historians, this period in King's
life is vital to understanding the historical figure he soon became.
  writing a sermon template: The Literary Tournament Patrick J. Stirling Boyd, 1874
  writing a sermon template: Fragments of a World Lesley Smith, 2023-05-30 The first
modern biography of medieval French scholar and bishop William of Auvergne. Today, William of
Auvergne (1180?–1249) is remembered for his scholarship about the afterlife as well as the so-called
Trial of the Talmud. But the medieval bishop of Paris also left behind nearly 600 sermons delivered



to all manner of people—from the royal court to the poorest in his care. In Fragments of a World,
Lesley Smith uses these sermons to paint a vivid picture of this extraordinary cleric, his
parishioners, and their bustling world. The first modern biography of the influential teacher, bishop,
and theologian, Fragments of a World casts a new image of William of Auvergne for our
times—deeply attuned to both the spiritual and material needs of an ever-changing populace in the
medieval city.
  writing a sermon template: Revision Alice Horning, Anne Becker, 2006-05-22 Explores the
wide range of scholarship on revision while bringing new light to bear on enduring questions in
composition and rhetoric.
  writing a sermon template: I Believe I'll Testify Cleophus J. LaRue, 2011-04-04 Cleo LaRue
is one of the best-loved preachers and writers about preaching. In past volumes, he has brought
together great collections of African American preaching to showcase the best preaching from
across the country. Here he offers his own insights into what makes for great preaching. Filled with
telling anecdotes, LaRue's book recognizes that while great preaching comes from somewhere, it
also must go somewhere, so preachers need to use the most artful language to send the Word on its
journey.
  writing a sermon template: Mirages of the Selfe Timothy J. Reiss, 2003 Through extensive
readings in philosophical, legal, medical, and imaginative writing, this book explores notions and
experiences of being a person from European antiquity to Descartes. It offers quite new
interpretations of what it was to be a person�to experience who-ness�in other times and places,
involving new understandings of knowing, willing, and acting, as well as of political and material life,
the play of public and private, passions and emotions. The trajectory the author reveals reaches from
the ancient sense of personhood as set in a totality of surroundings inseparable from the person, to
an increasing sense of impermeability to the world, in which anger has replaced love in affirming a
sense of self. The author develops his analysis through an impressive range of authors, languages,
and texts: from Cicero, Seneca, and Galen; through Avicenna, Hildegard of Bingen, and Heloise and
Abelard; to Petrarch, Montaigne, and Descartes.
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