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The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers Paul Kennedy: Understanding the
Dynamics of Global Power Shifts

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy is not just a phrase to
historians and political scientists—it's a landmark analysis that has shaped
how we view international relations and the ebb and flow of global dominance.
Paul Kennedy's seminal work, originally published in 1987, dives deep into
the historical patterns of economic and military strength, illustrating how
great powers inevitably rise to prominence and then decline due to
overextension and shifting economic realities. If you've ever wondered why
empires crumble or why certain nations dominate the world stage for
centuries, Kennedy’s insights offer a compelling framework to understand
these phenomena.

Who Is Paul Kennedy and Why Does His Work
Matter?

Before diving into the core ideas, it's essential to understand who Paul
Kennedy is and why his book, *The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers*, remains
influential decades after its publication. Kennedy is a British historian and
professor, specializing in international history and foreign policy. His
approach combined economic history with strategic military analysis,
providing a fresh lens through which to view the fate of empires and great
nations.

His book is often credited with popularizing the concept that economic
strength underpins military power and, ultimately, a nation's global
influence. By tracking the trajectories of powers like Britain, Spain,
France, Germany, and the United States, Kennedy paints a vivid picture of how
economic challenges and military commitments can strain even the most
formidable empires.

Core Themes in The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers Paul Kennedy

At its heart, Kennedy'’'s analysis revolves around the idea of **imperial
overstretch**. This concept explains how great powers expand their military
and political commitments beyond what their economies can sustainably
support. Over time, these excessive commitments drain resources, weaken
economic foundations, and lead to a decline in power.



Economic Foundations and Military Strength

Kennedy argues that the rise of great powers is closely linked to their
economic development. A strong, growing economy provides the resources needed
to build a powerful military and maintain overseas commitments. Conversely,
when economic growth slows or reverses, maintaining military might becomes
increasingly difficult.

The interplay between economics and military power is crucial. For example,
Britain’'s 19th-century dominance was not just about a powerful navy but also
about a robust industrial economy. When the costs of two world wars drained
Britain’'s resources, its global empire began to shrink.

Imperial Overstretch: The Decline Mechanism

Imperial overstretch happens when a nation stretches its military forces too
thin, attempting to maintain influence in multiple regions simultaneously.
This leads to:

- Excessive military spending that burdens the economy

- Strained political and social systems as resources are diverted from
domestic needs

- Vulnerabilities that rival powers can exploit

Kennedy’'s historical case studies, such as Spain’s decline in the 17th
century and the Soviet Union’s collapse in the late 20th century, illustrate
how imperial overstretch can accelerate a great power’s downfall.

Historical Case Studies: Lessons from Past
Great Powers

One of the strengths of *The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers* is its rich
historical narrative. Kennedy provides detailed accounts of several empires,
showing patterns that repeat across time.

Spain’s Decline: The Cost of Empire

Spain’s 16th-century empire amassed enormous wealth from the Americas but
eventually faltered due to mismanagement, costly wars, and economic
stagnation. Despite its early dominance, Spain was unable to sustain its
military commitments and economic health simultaneously.



Britain’s 19th Century Hegemony and 20th Century
Challenges

Britain’'s rise was fueled by industrial innovation and naval supremacy.
However, two world wars and the maintenance of a vast empire drained its
resources. Post-World War II, Britain was no longer the unchallenged global
power, ceding ground to the United States and the Soviet Union.

The United States and the Soviet Union: Cold War
Superpowers

Kennedy also analyzes the Cold War era, highlighting the intense rivalry
between the US and USSR. While the US managed to sustain its economy and
military might, the Soviet Union’s overstretched commitments and economic
inefficiencies led to its collapse, underscoring the principle of imperial
overstretch.

Modern Relevance: Applying Kennedy'’s Theory
Today

Though first published over 30 years ago, *The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers* remains highly relevant in today’s geopolitical landscape. Nations
like China, the United States, and the European Union are often examined
through the lens of Kennedy'’s theories.

China’s Rapid Rise and Potential Challenges

China’s extraordinary economic growth over recent decades has propelled it
toward great power status. However, questions remain about whether China
might face imperial overstretch as it expands its global military presence
and economic initiatives, such as the Belt and Road Initiative. Scholars
often debate whether China can maintain this balance long-term without
encountering the same pitfalls that ensnared past empires.

The United States: Maintaining Dominance in a
Changing World

The United States currently holds significant military and economic power,
but Kennedy's framework encourages analysis of whether ongoing military
engagements and fiscal challenges might signal future decline. The balance



between defense spending and domestic economic health remains a key concern.

Emerging Powers and the Multipolar World

The global order is shifting from a unipolar or bipolar world to a more
multipolar system. Kennedy’s work prompts us to consider how emerging powers
like India, Brazil, and others fit into this dynamic and whether any might
experience similar cycles of rise and potential decline.

Key Takeaways from The Rise and Fall of the
Great Powers Paul Kennedy

To truly appreciate the value of Kennedy’s analysis, it helps to distill the
main lessons:

Economic strength is the foundation of lasting power: Military might
alone cannot sustain a nation’s dominance without a strong economy
backing it.

Overextension is a critical risk factor: Expanding military commitments
beyond economic capacity leads to decline.

Historical patterns repeat: By studying past empires, we can better
understand current global trends and potential future outcomes.

Balance is key: Sustainable power requires balancing military ambitions
with domestic economic realities.

Exploring Further: How to Apply These Insights

For students, policymakers, or anyone interested in international affairs,
Kennedy’'s work offers valuable tools for analysis. When evaluating a nation’s
global strategy or economic policy, consider:

- Is the country’s military spending proportional to its economic growth?

- Are there signs of political or social strain due to external commitments?
- How does the country manage its resources between defense and domestic
needs?

- What lessons can be drawn from history to avoid repeating mistakes?

Understanding these dynamics can help forecast potential shifts in global



power and guide more informed decision-making.

The rise and fall of the great powers Paul Kennedy described continues to
resonate because it touches on fundamental truths about power, economics, and
strategy. As the world evolves, revisiting his insights encourages a
thoughtful examination of where great powers stand today and what the future
might hold.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Paul Kennedy's 'The Rise
and Fall of the Great Powers'?

Paul Kennedy argues that the economic and military overextension of great
powers leads to their decline, emphasizing the interplay between a nation's
economic strength and its military commitments over time.

How does Paul Kennedy explain the decline of the
British Empire in his book?

Kennedy explains the decline of the British Empire as a result of its
inability to sustain the economic costs of its vast military commitments,
especially after two World Wars, which weakened its economic base and led to
imperial retrenchment.

What role does economic strength play in the rise
and fall of great powers according to Kennedy?

Economic strength is foundational in Kennedy's analysis; he argues that a
nation's economic resources determine its ability to maintain military power,
and when economic growth lags behind military expenditure, decline becomes
likely.

Which historical periods and powers does Paul
Kennedy focus on in his analysis?

Kennedy examines the period from 1500 to 2000, focusing on major powers such
as Spain, the Netherlands, Britain, Germany, Russia, and the United States,
tracing their rises and declines in global influence.

How has 'The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers'
influenced contemporary geopolitical thought?

The book has significantly influenced geopolitical analysis by highlighting
the importance of balancing economic capacity and military ambitions, warning



policymakers against overextension and offering insights into the potential
future shifts in global power.

Does Paul Kennedy suggest any strategies for modern
powers to avoid decline?

Kennedy suggests that modern powers should avoid excessive military
commitments that outstrip their economic capacities and instead focus on
sustainable economic growth and prudent foreign policy to maintain their
global standing.

Additional Resources

The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers Paul Kennedy: An Analytical Review

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy is a seminal work that has
significantly influenced the fields of international relations, history, and
geopolitical analysis. Published in 1987, this book by historian Paul Kennedy
offers a sweeping examination of the cyclical nature of global power,
exploring how economic and military factors have shaped the trajectories of
dominant states from 1500 to the late twentieth century. It remains a
foundational text for understanding the dynamics behind the ascendancy and
decline of great powers throughout history.

Understanding the Core Thesis of The Rise and
Fall of the Great Powers Paul Kennedy

At the heart of Kennedy'’s argument is the concept of “imperial overstretch.”
He posits that great powers inevitably overextend themselves militarily and
economically, leading to a gradual erosion of their dominance. This thesis is
underpinned by detailed historical case studies, spanning European empires,
the British Empire, and the United States, among others. Kennedy'’'s analysis
challenges the notion that military strength alone guarantees sustainable
power, underscoring the critical interplay between economic resources and
strategic commitments.

His work emphasizes that economic foundations are the bedrock of lasting
power. While military prowess may secure short-term victories, unchecked
expansion and excessive defense spending strain national economies. This
imbalance ultimately precipitates decline. The rise and fall of the great
powers paul kennedy thereby offers a nuanced framework for analyzing how
economic vitality and military ambition must be balanced to maintain global
influence.



Historical Periods Covered and Key Examples

Kennedy’'s book meticulously charts the rise and decline of powers over
centuries, highlighting several pivotal examples:

e Spain and the Habsburg Empire: Once a dominant force in the 16th
century, Spain’s vast empire faltered due to costly wars and economic
mismanagement.

* France under Louis XIV: The French monarchy’s aggressive military
campaigns led to fiscal crises, weakening its European hegemony.

e British Empire: Britain’s global dominance peaked in the 19th century,
but the financial burdens of two world wars accelerated its relative
decline.

e United States: Kennedy evaluates America’s rise post-World War II,
warning about the risks of overextension amidst Cold War commitments.

This historical sweep provides readers with a comparative perspective on how
different states have navigated the complex balance between expansion and
sustainability.

Economic Strength Versus Military Ambition

One of the most compelling aspects of the rise and fall of the great powers
paul kennedy is its focus on the economic underpinnings of power. The book
argues that military ambitions must be supported by robust economic
infrastructures. Without sufficient economic growth and technological
innovation, a state’s military efforts become unsustainable.

The Concept of Imperial Overstretch

Imperial overstretch is a critical concept introduced by Kennedy. It
describes a situation where a great power’s military commitments exceed its
economic capacity. This phenomenon can manifest in various ways:

1. Excessive military spending: Diverting a disproportionate share of
national resources to defense at the expense of economic development.

2. Global commitments: Maintaining military presence and alliances in
multiple regions, leading to logistical and financial strains.



3. Technological lag: Failure to innovate economically or militarily,
resulting in diminished competitiveness.

Kennedy’'s analysis warns that such overstretch inevitably weakens a state’s
global standing, creating openings for emerging powers to challenge the
status quo.

Relevance to Contemporary Geopolitics

The rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy remains highly relevant
today. Analysts frequently reference Kennedy’'s thesis when assessing the
strategic trajectories of current global actors such as China, the United
States, and the European Union. The book provides a lens through which to
evaluate whether these powers are managing their economic and military
resources prudently or risking decline through overstretch.

For instance, China’'s rapid economic growth and expanding international
influence invite comparisons to historical precedents discussed by Kennedy.
Similarly, debates about U.S. military commitments and fiscal health echo the
concerns raised about imperial overstretch.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Impact

Since its publication, the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy has
garnered widespread acclaim for its comprehensive and interdisciplinary
approach. Scholars praise its ability to synthesize economic history,
military strategy, and political analysis into a coherent narrative. The
book’s influence extends beyond academia into policymaking circles, where its
insights inform strategic planning and international diplomacy.

However, some critics argue that Kennedy'’s model may oversimplify the
complexities of power dynamics by focusing heavily on economic factors and
underestimating cultural, ideological, or technological influences. Others
point out that the historical scope might not fully account for the unique
characteristics of the post-Cold War global order.

Despite these critiques, the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy

remains a vital reference for anyone seeking to understand long-term trends
in international power relations.

Pros and Cons of Kennedy’s Framework



* Pros:

o Comprehensive historical analysis across diverse periods and
empires.

o Clear articulation of the link between economic capacity and
military power.

o Provides a predictive framework useful for current geopolitical
analysis.

e Cons:
o May underemphasize non-economic factors influencing power shifts.

o Some argue that the theory is deterministic and does not account
for agency and innovation.

o The model'’s applicability to contemporary globalized and
technologically driven contexts is debated.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Decades after its first release, the rise and fall of the great powers paul
kennedy continues to shape discussions on global power structures. Its
interdisciplinary method and long-term perspective offer invaluable tools for
policymakers, historians, and international relations experts. As global
power dynamics evolve—with emerging economic centers and shifting
alliances—Kennedy'’'s work encourages ongoing reflection on the balance between
ambition and capacity.

In an era marked by rapid technological change, economic interdependence, and
geopolitical uncertainty, revisiting Kennedy’s insights can help illuminate
the potential futures of today’s great powers. Whether in understanding the
challenges faced by the United States or analyzing China'’s strategic posture,
the principles outlined in the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy
remain a touchstone for critical and informed analysis.

The Rise And Fall Of The Great Powers Paul Kennedy
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the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers
Paul M. Kennedy, 1987 About national and international power in the modern or Post Renaissance
period. Explains how the various powers have risen and fallen over the 5 centuries since the
formation of the new monarchies in W. Europe. From the Trade Paperback edition.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers
Riley Quinn, 2017-07-05 Paul Kennedy owes a great deal to the editor who persuaded him to add a
final chapter to this study of the factors that contributed to the rise and fall of European powers
since the age of Spain’s Philip II. This tailpiece indulged in what was, for an historian, a most
unusual activity: it looked into the future. Pondering whether the United States would ultimately
suffer the same decline as every imperium that preceded it, it was this chapter that made The Rise
and Fall of the Great Powers a dinner party talking point in Washington government circles. In so
doing, it elevated Kennedy to the ranks of public intellectuals whose opinions were canvassed on
matters of state policy. From a strictly academic point of view, the virtues of Kennedy's work lie
elsewhere, and specifically in his flair for asking the sort of productive questions that characterize a
great problem-solver. Kennedy's work is an example of an increasingly rare genre - a work of
comparative history that transcends the narrow confines of state- and era-specific studies to identify
the common factors that underpin the successes and failures of highly disparate states. Kennedy's
prime contribution is the now-famous concept of ‘imperial overstretch,” the idea that empires fall
largely because the military commitments they acquire during the period of their rise ultimately
become too much to sustain once they lose the economic competitive edge that had projected them
to dominance in the first place. Earlier historians may have glimpsed this central truth, and even
applied it in studies of specific polities, but it took a problem-solver of Kennedy's ability to extend
the analysis convincingly across half a millennium.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Rise and Fall of the Great Power Paul
Kennedy, 1990-05-01

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Rise and Fall of World Orders
Torbjgrn L. Knutsen, 1999 Drawing in lessons from 400 years of Great-Power politics, this volume
challenges both the declinist arguments and the overstretched hypothesis of Paul Kennedy to
develop an alternative approach to the debate on the rise and fall of the Great Powers. The first half
of the book compares the Spanish, Dutch and the First and Second British world orders. It identifies
their common features in order to find the most salient causes for their rise as world powers, and
the most probable reasons for their decline. The second half of the book addresses the American
world order in the 20th century, from Pax Americana to the End of US Hegemony. The author sees
the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the resurgence of the US as evidence of the role played by
normative dimensions, commonly underestimated in International Relations analysis. Theoretically
challenging, Knutsen's volume provides a fresh approach to debates in international relations aimed
at both students and scholars.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: An Analysis of Paul Kennedy's The
Rise and Fall of the Great Powers Riley Quinn, 2017-07-05 Paul Kennedy owes a great deal to the
editor who persuaded him to add a final chapter to this study of the factors that contributed to the
rise and fall of European powers since the age of Spain’s Philip II. This tailpiece indulged in what
was, for an historian, a most unusual activity: it looked into the future. Pondering whether the
United States would ultimately suffer the same decline as every imperium that preceded it, it was
this chapter that made The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers a dinner party talking point in
Washington government circles. In so doing, it elevated Kennedy to the ranks of public intellectuals
whose opinions were canvassed on matters of state policy. From a strictly academic point of view,
the virtues of Kennedy's work lie elsewhere, and specifically in his flair for asking the sort of
productive questions that characterize a great problem-solver. Kennedy's work is an example of an
increasingly rare genre - a work of comparative history that transcends the narrow confines of
state- and era-specific studies to identify the common factors that underpin the successes and
failures of highly disparate states. Kennedy's prime contribution is the now-famous concept of



‘imperial overstretch,” the idea that empires fall largely because the military commitments they
acquire during the period of their rise ultimately become too much to sustain once they lose the
economic competitive edge that had projected them to dominance in the first place. Earlier
historians may have glimpsed this central truth, and even applied it in studies of specific polities, but
it took a problem-solver of Kennedy's ability to extend the analysis convincingly across half a
millennium.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Ambiguous Legacy Michael ].
Hogan, 1999-11-13 This collection assesses the record of American foreign policy in the twentieth
century.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Crisis of British Sea Power James
Levy, 2024-02-20 This work is a close examination of the conditions surrounding and precipitating
the last gasp of British naval hegemony and events that led to its demise. Great Britain undertook a
massive naval building program in the late-1930s in order to deter aggression and secure dominance
at sea against her nascent enemies, Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. But the failure of the policy of
Appeasement to deter war or delay it into the early 1940s left the building program only partially
complete, and the exigencies of war led to the cancellation of the critical but costly and
time-consuming “Lion” class battleships, and the slow delivery of the “1940 battlecruiser” (HMS
Vanguard) and two vital fleet carriers. Adding to these issues, the fall of France spurred the USA to
initiate her own, even larger, naval building program, and together with the entry of the powerful
and capable Imperial Japanese Navy completely overwhelmed Britain’s position as the world’s
premier naval power. This book will be of value to those interested in the history of the Second
World War, British strategy, and the British navy.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: British World Policy and the Projection
of Global Power, ¢.1830-1960 T. G. Otte, 2019-09-26 Reshapes the discourse surrounding the nature
of British global power in this crucial period of transformation in international politics.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Fog of Peace and War Planning
Talbot C. Imlay, Monica Duffy Toft, 2007-01-24 How do we plan under conditions of uncertainty?
The perspective of military planners is a key organizing framework: do they see themselves as
preparing to administer a peace, or preparing to fight a future war? Most interwar volumes examine
only the 1920s and the 1930s. This new volume goes back, and forward in time, to draw on a greater
expanse of history in order to tease out lessons for contemporary planners. These chapters are
grouped into four periods: 1815-1856, 1871-1914, 1918-1938, and post-Second World War. They
progress from low-tech to high-tech concerns, for example, the first period examines armies, while
the second period examines navies, the third asseses navies combined with air forces, and finally for
the Kaiser chapter explores nuclear issues and decision-making.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Waves of Time K. R. Dark,
2016-10-06 Since the end of the Cold War, analysts of international politics have given much greater
attention to issues of change. It has become increasingly clear to specialists from many fields that
any understanding of large-scale political change must encompass far longer timescales than has
been usual in the study of world politics, and must incorporate multi-disciplinary perspectives. This
book evaluates and draws on relevant theoretical approaches from other disciplines such as
sociology, economics, geography, history, anthropology and archaeology, as well as evolutionary
theory and the mathematical study of complexity. Using an epistemological framework, Dark sets
out a theory of long-term world political change: the theory of 'Macrodynamics'. This is then applied
to historical, anthropological and archaeological data to explain the changing forms of political
organization, from the earliest human societies to the late twentieth century. The resulting analysis
is a reinterpretation of the processes of global political change in the past and present. This, in turn,
opens new areas of enquiry in the study of international relations and has profound implications for
how we understand the changing world of today.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Battle for Asia Mark T. Berger,
2004 This book is a history of the Asian region from 1945 to the present day which delineates the



various ideological battles over Asia's development.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Geostrategic Psychology and the
Rise of Forbearance JIANG Peng, 2022-09-30 Based on the framework of geostrategic psychology,
this book elucidates the intrinsic law of the rise and fall of great powers and gives insights into the
quandary of China's rise and the mechanism behind the strategy. Conflating geopolitics and
strategic psychology, geostrategic psychology is rooted in the historical study of strategy and
premised on an assumption that human beings bear resemblance in psychology and behavior when
facing the same structure of geopolitical circumstance. The book analyzes intriguing phenomena
from strategic psychology, including trend anxiety and conflict willingness, the Old Man
Phenomenon in international politics, the Santa Claus Effect, the Myth of the Sunk Cost Fallacy,
Bidder Myth, Gambler's Game, Philip Trap, William's Dilemma, Heartland Myth, Domino's Fear,
Golden Nation Myth, Alliance Commitment Dilemma and Corinthian Dilemma among others. The
author combines theory, history and the practice of international politics, revealing how a nation can
occupy a favorable position in the field of global strategic competition and prospects for China. The
title will be a valuable reference for observers of international politics as well as researchers and
students interested in international relations, international politics, geopolitics, strategic psychology
and geostrategic psychology.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Naval Warfare 1919-45 Malcolm H.
Murfett, 2008-11-04 Naval Warfare 1919-45 is a comprehensive history of the war at sea from the
end of the Great War to the end of World War Two. Showing the bewildering nature and complexity
of the war facing those charged with fighting it around the world, this book ranges far and wide:
sweeping across all naval theatres and those powers performing major, as well as minor, roles
within them. Armed with the latest material from an extensive set of sources, Malcolm H. Murfett
has written an absorbing as well as a comprehensive reference work. He demonstrates that superior
equipment and the best intelligence, ominous power and systematic planning, vast finance and
suitable training are often simply not enough in themselves to guarantee the successful outcome of a
particular encounter at sea. Sometimes the narrow difference between victory and defeat hinges on
those infinite variables: the individual’s performance under acute pressure and sheer luck. Naval
Warfare 1919-45 is an analytical and interpretive study which is an accessible and fascinating read
both for students and for interested members of the general public.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Land, Sea or Air? Michael D. Hobkirk,
2016-07-27 Throughout history many nations have had to make hard choices between a land and a
maritime strategy. This study covers the history of such choices, beginning with the Persian invasion
of Greece in 490BC and ending with the many and various choices facing the Western world in the
aftermath of the Cold War. If many wars of the past are now seen as the outcome of maritime/land
strategies, the lessons learned from them and discussed in this book can provide some answers to
those who have to consider wars of the future.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Evolution of Modern Grand
Strategic Thought Lukas Milevski, 2017-07-04 In strategic studies and international relations, grand
strategy is a frequently-invoked concept. Yet, despite its popularity, it is not well understood and it
has many definitions, some of which are even mutually contradictory. This state of affairs
undermines its usefulness for scholars and practitioners alike. Lukas Milevski aims to remedy this
situation by offering a conceptual history of grand strategy in the English language, analysing its
evolution from 1805 to the present day in the writings of its major proponents. In doing so, he seeks
to clarify the meaning and role of the concept, both theoretically and practically, and shed light on
its continuing utility today.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: International History of the Twentieth
Century and Beyond Anthony Best, 2008 This major global history of the twentieth century is written
by four prominent international historians for first-year undergraduate level and upward. Using their
thematic and regional expertise, the authors cover events in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Africa
and the Americas from the last century and beyond. Among the areas this book covers are:the




decline of European hegemony over the international order the diffusion of power to the two
superpowers the rise of newly independent states in Asia and Africa the course and consequences of
the majo.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Labour Party and the world, volume
1 Rhiannon Vickers, 2013-07-19 This electronic version has been made available under a Creative
Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access license. This is the first comprehensive study of the political
ideology and history of the Labour Party's world-view and foreign policy. It argues that the
development of Labour's foreign policy perspective should be seen not as the development of a
socialist foreign policy but as an application of the ideas of liberal internationalism. The first volume
outlines and assesses the early development and evolution of Labour's world-view. It then follows
the course of the Labour party's foreign policy during a tumultuous period on the international
stage, including the First World War, the Russian Revolution, the Spanish Civil War, the build up to
and violent reality of the Second World War, and the start of the Cold War. This highly readable
book provides an excellent analysis of Labour's foreign policy during the period in which Labour
experienced power for the first time.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Grand Strategy in Theory and Practice
William C. Martel, 2015-01-12 This book explores fundamental questions about grand strategy, as it
has evolved across generations and countries. It provides an overview of the ancient era of grand
strategy and a detailed discussion of its philosophical, military, and economic foundations in the
modern era. The author investigates these aspects through the lenses of four approaches - those of
historians, social scientists, practitioners, and military strategists. The main goal is to provide
contemporary policy makers and scholars with a historic and analytic framework in which to
evaluate and conduct grand strategy. By providing greater analytical clarity about grand strategy
and describing its nature and its utility for the state, this book presents a comprehensive theory on
the practice of grand strategy in order to articulate the United States' past, present, and future
purpose and position on the world stage.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The End of the Cold War David
Armstrong, Erik Goldstein, 2013-11-05 Giving an overview of the origins and history of the Cold War,
this work considers whether the Cold War is truly over, and what the effects have been on Europe,
and the former Soviet Union, as well as US foreign policy.

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Origins of Major War Dale C.
Copeland, 2013-02-15 One of the most important questions of human existence is what drives
nations to war—especially massive, system-threatening war. Much military history focuses on the
who, when, and where of war. In this riveting book, Dale C. Copeland brings attention to bear on
why governments make decisions that lead to, sustain, and intensify conflicts.Copeland presents
detailed historical narratives of several twentieth-century cases, including World War I, World War
II, and the Cold War. He highlights instigating factors that transcend individual personalities, styles
of government, geography, and historical context to reveal remarkable consistency across several
major wars usually considered dissimilar. The result is a series of challenges to established
interpretive positions and provocative new readings of the causes of conflict.Classical realists and
neorealists claim that dominant powers initiate war. Hegemonic stability realists believe that wars
are most often started by rising states. Copeland offers an approach stronger in explanatory power
and predictive capacity than these three brands of realism: he examines not only the power
resources but the shifting power differentials of states. He specifies more precisely the conditions
under which state decline leads to conflict, drawing empirical support from the critical cases of the
twentieth century as well as major wars spanning from ancient Greece to the Napoleonic Wars.
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