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teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades offers an
invaluable resource for educators looking to deepen their students’ connection with music beyond just
performance. This approach emphasizes comprehension, appreciation, and critical thinking in young
learners, nurturing not only their musical skills but also their overall cognitive and emotional
development. In this article, we'll explore what makes this teaching method unique, how it enhances
elementary music education, and practical strategies for incorporating it effectively in the classroom.

What Is Teaching Towards Musical Understanding?

The concept behind teaching towards musical understanding revolves around fostering a deeper
awareness of music’s structure, meaning, and cultural context. Rather than simply having students
memorize notes or play songs, this approach encourages them to think about why music works the
way it does, how it communicates emotion, and how different elements like rhythm, melody, and
harmony interact.

This method is grounded in educational theories that prioritize active learning and critical
engagement. By promoting musical literacy and analytical listening, students develop a richer, more
versatile relationship with music that lasts well beyond their elementary years.

Why Focus on Musical Understanding in Elementary Grades?

The elementary years are a critical period for cognitive and emotional growth. Introducing children to
music through an understanding-based approach taps into their natural curiosity and creativity. It also
supports skills such as:

- **Critical thinking:** Analyzing musical pieces encourages children to evaluate and reflect.
- **Listening skills:** Active listening sharpens attention and auditory discrimination.
- **Cultural awareness:** Learning about music from diverse traditions broadens perspectives.
- **Emotional intelligence:** Understanding musical expression helps children identify and articulate
feelings.

By integrating musical understanding early on, educators lay the groundwork for more advanced
learning and a lifelong appreciation for the arts.

Core Components of Teaching Towards Musical



Understanding

To effectively guide students toward musical understanding, educators often focus on several key
elements that build a comprehensive learning experience.

1. Active Listening and Analysis

Active listening is more than hearing; it involves intentional focus and reflection on what is heard.
Teachers can present students with diverse musical examples and prompt questions like:

- What instruments do you hear?
- How does the music make you feel?
- Can you identify the rhythm or melody?
- What story might this music be telling?

This encourages students to engage their analytical skills and become more mindful music
consumers.

2. Exploration of Musical Elements

Understanding music requires familiarity with its building blocks: rhythm, melody, harmony,
dynamics, timbre, and form. Lessons that break down these components using age-appropriate
language and activities help students grasp how music is constructed.

For example, clapping exercises can teach rhythm, while singing simple melodies aids pitch
recognition. Visual aids and movement activities further reinforce these concepts in a multisensory
way.

3. Creative Expression and Composition

Encouraging children to create their own music, whether through improvisation or composition, allows
them to apply what they’ve learned. This hands-on practice nurtures originality and deepens
comprehension of musical principles.

Activities might include:

- Composing short rhythmic patterns with percussion instruments.
- Creating melodies using xylophones or keyboards.
- Writing lyrics or stories inspired by music.

These experiences empower students to become active creators, not just passive listeners.



4. Integration of Cultural and Historical Context

Music does not exist in a vacuum. Teaching students about the cultural origins and historical
background of different musical styles enriches their understanding and fosters respect for diversity.

For instance, exploring folk songs from various countries or learning about the evolution of jazz
introduces children to global musical traditions and societal influences. This contextual learning
connects music to real-world experiences and narratives.

Practical Strategies for Implementing the Handbook’s
Approach

The handbook "Teaching Towards Musical Understanding: A Handbook for the Elementary Grades"
offers educators structured guidance and activities designed specifically for young learners. Here are
some ways teachers can bring its principles to life in their classrooms.

Use Storytelling to Connect Music and Meaning

Children naturally respond to stories. Pairing music with narratives can help them grasp abstract
concepts and emotional content. For example, a piece of music can represent a journey, a
celebration, or a mood. Ask students to imagine what story the music tells or to create their own
stories inspired by it.

Incorporate Movement and Games

Kinesthetic activities enhance memory and engagement. Incorporate clapping games, dance, or
movement exercises that correspond to musical elements like tempo and dynamics. These interactive
methods make learning enjoyable and accessible.

Encourage Group Collaboration

Group activities foster social skills and collective creativity. Assign ensemble projects where students
work together to perform or compose. This promotes listening to each other, cooperation, and shared
musical understanding.

Use Technology and Multimedia

Modern classrooms benefit from digital tools that can illustrate musical concepts visually and
auditorily. Interactive apps, videos, and recording devices help students experiment and receive
immediate feedback, enriching the learning process.



Differentiated Instruction for Diverse Learners

Recognizing that students have varied learning styles and abilities is crucial. The handbook
emphasizes adapting lessons to meet these differences, whether through visual aids, hands-on
activities, or verbal explanations, ensuring all children can engage meaningfully.

Benefits of Embracing Musical Understanding in Early
Education

Adopting the teaching towards musical understanding framework yields numerous advantages
beyond musical proficiency.

Enhanced Academic Performance

Studies indicate that music education, particularly when it involves analytical and creative thinking,
can improve skills in areas like mathematics, language arts, and spatial reasoning. Understanding
music’s structure parallels problem-solving and pattern recognition found in academic subjects.

Boosted Confidence and Self-Expression

When children understand the ‘why’ behind music, they become more confident performers and
communicators. This boosts self-esteem and encourages them to express themselves authentically.

Long-Term Engagement with Music

Rather than viewing music as a chore or mere recreation, students develop an enduring passion. They
are more likely to continue learning instruments, singing, or appreciating diverse genres throughout
their lives.

Resources and Tools to Support Teaching Towards
Musical Understanding

Educators seeking to implement this approach can benefit from a variety of supplementary materials:

Curriculum Guides: Structured lesson plans that align with musical understanding principles.

Workshops and Professional Development: Training sessions for teachers to deepen their
knowledge and skills.



Interactive Software: Programs designed to teach music theory and ear training in engaging
ways.

Community Music Programs: Opportunities for students to experience music beyond the
classroom.

These resources ensure that teaching remains dynamic, relevant, and accessible.

Teaching music through understanding rather than rote memorization transforms the educational
experience for young learners. By focusing on this handbook for the elementary grades, teachers
equip children with the tools to appreciate, analyze, and create music meaningfully. This approach
not only cultivates musicianship but also fosters skills and attitudes that enrich students’ broader
educational journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Teaching Towards Musical
Understanding: A Handbook for the Elementary Grades'?
The main focus of the book is to provide elementary educators with strategies and methods to
develop students' deep musical understanding, emphasizing listening skills, creativity, and active
engagement in music.

Who is the intended audience for 'Teaching Towards Musical
Understanding'?
The book is primarily intended for elementary school music teachers, general classroom teachers, and
music educators seeking effective ways to teach music concepts to young learners.

How does the handbook approach the teaching of music
concepts in elementary grades?
The handbook promotes an experiential and student-centered approach, encouraging hands-on
activities, improvisation, and critical listening to help students internalize musical concepts rather
than just memorizing facts.

Does 'Teaching Towards Musical Understanding' include
lesson plans or practical activities?
Yes, the handbook includes a variety of practical activities, lesson ideas, and assessment strategies
that teachers can directly implement in their classrooms to foster musical understanding.



What are some key musical concepts emphasized in the book?
Key concepts include rhythm, melody, harmony, form, dynamics, and timbre, with an emphasis on
helping students recognize and express these elements through active participation.

How does the book support differentiated learning in music
education?
The book offers adaptable teaching strategies and activities that cater to diverse learning styles and
abilities, allowing teachers to meet the individual needs of their students while promoting musical
growth for all.

Why is 'Teaching Towards Musical Understanding' considered
a valuable resource for elementary music educators?
It is valued because it bridges theory and practice, providing clear guidance on nurturing a
comprehensive musical understanding in young children, which helps build a strong foundation for
lifelong music appreciation and skills.

Additional Resources
Teaching Towards Musical Understanding: A Handbook for the Elementary Grades

teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades serves as a
pivotal resource for music educators seeking to deepen the musical literacy and appreciation of
young learners. Designed specifically for elementary education, this handbook provides a
comprehensive framework that transcends rote learning, fostering a holistic grasp of musical
concepts through active engagement and critical listening. In an era where music education is often
challenged by limited resources and competing curricular demands, this guide offers practical
strategies rooted in pedagogy and cognitive development.

Unpacking the Core Philosophy Behind the Handbook

At its foundation, teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades
advocates for a constructivist approach to music education. Rather than presenting music as a series
of isolated facts or technical drills, the handbook encourages educators to promote understanding
through exploration, discussion, and contextualization. This aligns with contemporary educational
theories that emphasize meaningful learning experiences over memorization.

The handbook’s emphasis on musical understanding reflects a shift from performance-centric
teaching to one that values comprehension of musical elements such as rhythm, melody, harmony,
and form. This approach supports the development of musical thinking skills, enabling students to
analyze, interpret, and create music with intention.



Integration of Cognitive and Developmental Considerations

One of the handbook’s strengths lies in its sensitivity to the cognitive and developmental stages of
elementary-aged children. It recognizes that young learners process musical information differently
than older students or adults and tailors its instructional methods accordingly. For example, activities
are designed to leverage children’s natural proclivity for pattern recognition and imaginative play,
making abstract musical concepts more accessible.

Research suggests that early music education can enhance not only musical skills but also broader
cognitive abilities such as memory, spatial-temporal reasoning, and language development. Teaching
towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades incorporates these findings by
suggesting activities that stimulate these overlapping domains, thereby providing a multifaceted
learning experience.

Practical Features and Classroom Applications

The handbook distinguishes itself by balancing theory with actionable classroom techniques. It
includes detailed lesson plans, repertoire suggestions, and assessment tools aligned with state and
national music education standards. This ensures that the material is both pedagogically sound and
practically feasible within the constraints of typical elementary classrooms.

Lesson Structuring and Curriculum Design

Each chapter in the handbook is methodically structured to build upon previous knowledge,
scaffolding students’ understanding from simple to complex musical ideas. The curriculum design
emphasizes sequential learning, where concepts like beat and rhythm are introduced early and
gradually integrated with more nuanced topics like dynamics and form.

In addition, the handbook encourages interdisciplinary connections, demonstrating how music can
complement subjects such as language arts, social studies, and even math. For instance, rhythmic
patterns are linked with mathematical fractions, enhancing cross-curricular relevance and
engagement.

Assessment and Feedback Mechanisms

Assessment in music education is often viewed as subjective; however, teaching towards musical
understanding a handbook for the elementary grades addresses this challenge by proposing clear,
objective criteria for evaluating student progress. The handbook recommends varied assessment
methods, including performance observation, reflective journaling, and peer feedback, to capture
diverse aspects of musical understanding.

Such comprehensive assessment strategies help educators identify areas where students excel or
struggle, allowing for tailored instruction that meets individual needs. Moreover, the emphasis on
formative assessment supports ongoing feedback rather than one-time testing, fostering a growth



mindset among students.

Advantages and Potential Limitations

A notable advantage of this handbook is its adaptability. Whether teaching in a resource-rich urban
school or a rural classroom with minimal instruments, educators can customize the activities to suit
their context. The inclusion of both vocal and instrumental examples further broadens its applicability.

However, some educators might find the handbook’s emphasis on conceptual understanding
challenging to implement if they lack a strong background in music theory themselves. While the
handbook provides explanations, a certain level of musical proficiency is beneficial to effectively
translate the concepts into engaging lessons.

Additionally, time constraints common in elementary schedules may limit the depth to which musical
understanding can be explored. Balancing this with other academic priorities remains an ongoing
challenge for music teachers.

Comparison with Other Elementary Music Education
Resources

When compared to traditional music textbooks that prioritize song repertoire and basic skill drills,
teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades offers a more
nuanced and analytical approach. Unlike resources that focus heavily on performance, this handbook
encourages reflective listening and critical thinking, aligning with modern educational standards that
value higher-order thinking skills.

Furthermore, its integration of assessment tools and lesson planning guidance distinguishes it from
more general music education manuals. This makes it particularly useful for educators seeking both
pedagogical theory and immediate classroom application.

Enhancing Musical Literacy through Active
Engagement

A recurring theme throughout the handbook is the promotion of active engagement as a pathway to
musical literacy. Rather than passively absorbing information, students are invited to participate in
creating, improvising, and analyzing music. This hands-on methodology not only reinforces
understanding but also cultivates enthusiasm and intrinsic motivation.

The use of diverse musical genres and cultural examples within the handbook broadens students’
exposure, fostering inclusivity and global awareness. By connecting musical concepts to students’
own experiences and backgrounds, the guide encourages meaningful and personalized learning.

Encourages use of movement and kinesthetic activities to internalize rhythm



Incorporates call-and-response techniques to develop listening skills

Utilizes graphic notation and visual aids to support comprehension

Promotes group activities to build social and cooperative skills

This variety of instructional strategies accommodates different learning styles, making music
education more accessible and effective.

Role of Technology in Modern Implementation

While the handbook primarily focuses on traditional teaching methods, it acknowledges the growing
role of technology in elementary music education. Suggestions include using digital audio
workstations, interactive music games, and online resources to supplement lessons. These tools can
enhance students’ engagement and provide immediate auditory feedback, which is critical for
developing musical understanding.

Educators are encouraged to blend technology with hands-on activities, ensuring that digital tools
serve to enrich rather than replace experiential learning.

---

Teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades stands out as an
essential resource that bridges theory and practice in early music education. Its comprehensive
approach, grounded in developmental psychology and pedagogy, provides educators with the tools
needed to cultivate not just musical skills but a lifelong appreciation and understanding of music
itself. As music education continues to evolve, resources like this handbook will remain vital in
shaping the next generation of musically literate individuals.

Teaching Towards Musical Understanding A Handbook For
The Elementary Grades

  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Teaching Towards Musical Understanding Amanda Palmer Montgomery, 2002 Appropriate for
use in Elementary Music Methods course offered in most education programs in universities and
university-colleges across Canada. Appropriate for use in Elementary Music Methods courses
offered in most education and music programs in universities and university-colleges across Canada,
Teaching Towards Musical Understanding: A Handbook for the Elementary Grades, provides
pre-service teachers with a comprehensive look at teaching music to children in the elementary
grades. Age appropriate music, classroom activities, and teaching strategies are provided for all
aspects of elementary school music. Research is presented side by side with its pedagogical
implications leading students to make significant connections between theory and practice. This text
is ideal for pre-service education students who will be required to teach music as
generalist/classroom teachers as well as teachers who are preparing to be music specialists. This is
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the only Canadian text available for either audience.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: The
Arts Go to School David Booth, Masayuki Hachiya, 2004 Discover the power the arts bring to every
aspect of learning. Incorporating the arts in your classroom opens up new possibilities, expands the
mind, creates a thirst for knowledge, and helps students become more open to the world around
them, offering another way of thinking about, being in, and constructing our world. Too often
classroom teachers face the challenge of teaching the arts without the background or support they
need. The Arts Go to School explores every aspect of implementing and integrating the arts into both
the curriculum and everyday life. It contains a wealth of classroom activities that help kids give form
to their thoughts and feelings. This easy-to-use resource features chapters on each of the major art
forms and shows teachers how to help students meet related curriculum outcomes: music--from
composing songs and the elements of music to novel approaches to singing songs;visual arts-- from
exploring pattern, shape, color, and texture to special events that feature mobiles, collages, and
paper structures;drama-- from playing, moving, and imagining to communicating, improvising, and
performing;dance-- from physical ways of conceptualizing to dance as a problem-solving
exercise;media-- from being intelligent media users and using interactive media to taking a media
field trip. The Arts Go to School offers a glimpse into dozens of exemplary classrooms where you can
see, hear, and feel the arts bring learning to life. Checklists throughout the book provide handy
reminders to key outcomes and guide teachers in thoughtful encouragement and assessment.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: The
New Handbook of Research on Music Teaching and Learning Richard Colwell, Carol
Richardson, 2002-04-18 Featuring chapters by the world's foremost scholars in music education and
cognition, this handbook is a convenient collection of current research on music teaching and
learning. This comprehensive work includes sections on arts advocacy, music and medicine, teacher
education, and studio instruction, among other subjects, making it an essential reference for music
education programs. The original Handbook of Research on Music Teaching and Learning, published
in 1992 with the sponsorship of the Music Educators National Conference (MENC), was hailed as a
welcome addition to the literature on music education because it serves to provide definition and
unity to a broad and complex field (Choice). This new companion volume, again with the sponsorship
of MENC, explores the significant changes in music and arts education that have taken place in the
last decade. Notably, several chapters now incorporate insights from other fields to shed light on
multi-cultural music education, gender issues in music education, and non-musical outcomes of
music education. Other chapters offer practical information on maintaining musicians' health,
training music teachers, and evaluating music education programs. Philosophical issues, such as
musical cognition, the philosophy of research theory, curriculum, and educating musically, are also
explored in relationship to policy issues. In addition to surveying the literature, each chapter
considers the significance of the research and provides suggestions for future study. Covering a
broad range of topics and addressing the issues of music education at all age levels, from early
childhood to motivation and self-regulation, this handbook is an invaluable resource for music
teachers, researchers, and scholars.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Questioning the Music Education Paradigm Lee Bartel, 2004-09-15 Twenty-three contributors
turn a critical lens on the dominant music education paradigm to examine how we teach, what we
teach, for what we teach, what is expected of teachers and how we teach them, whom we should be
teaching, and the very assumptions and structures of which we base our practice.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: Listen
to Their Voices Katharine Smithrim, Rena Upitis, 2007-09-15 Making the connection between
Research and Practice is the hope of most music education researchers. This volume brings the two
together with the goal of furthering the dialogue concerning music education for young learners.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: THE
CLASSROOM TEACHER'S GUIDE TO MUSIC EDUCATION C. Vernon Burnsed, 1999-01-01 This



book is about music education in the elementary school. Its major purpose is to develop an
understanding of why music education is important, how music education works, and how music can
be a powerful force for the classroom teacher. It has realistic expectations for the classroom
teacher. Music theory and performance skill are kept to a minimum; they are not a prerequisite for
understanding the content of the book. A major emphasis of the text is that classroom teachers can
utilize music to enhance the overall learning environment of their classrooms. Suggestions, class
descriptions, and lesson plans are given for using music for routine activities, whole language,
integrating music into language arts and social studies, and using music to develop the cultural
literacy of students. The second edition includes contemporary thought on the philosophical
rationales for music education, results of recent research in music education, and an expanded
Chapter 5 on Music to Enhance the Learning Environment. Chapter 5 includes new greeting songs,
a section on using music to teach topics and concepts throughout the elementary curriculum, and
more suggestions for music and language arts. New songs are also included in the folk song
appendix.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Canadian Books in Print. Author and Title Index , 1975
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Teaching Young Children to Read Adela R. Freeburger, Anthony A. Scarangello, Ellen Margaret
Doherty, Gene Carl Fusco, Harold Walton Arberg, James C. Messersmith, John Hamilton Russel,
Lillian Lucile Gore, Ralph Newell Finchum, Archie Raymond Ayers, Charles Christian Hauch, George
Albert Male, Rose Eleanor Koury, Sarah Parker Wood, 1963
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: Kodály
in the First Grade Classroom Mícheál Houlahan, Philip Tacka, 2015 Kodály in the First Grade
Classroom provides teachers with a step-by-step road map for developing children's performance,
creative movement, and literacy skills in an organic and thoughtful manner. Each chapter contains
key questions, discussion points, and ongoing assignments. Scholarly yet practical and accessible,
this volume is sure to be an essential guide for music teachers everywhere.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: Kodály
in the Fifth Grade Classroom Mícheál Houlahan, Philip Tacka, 2015 Kodály in the Fifth Grade
Classroom provides teachers with a step-by-step road map for developing children's performance,
creative movement, and literacy skills in an organic and thoughtful manner. Each chapter contains
key questions, discussion points, and ongoing assignments. Scholarly yet practical and accessible,
this volume is sure to be an essential guide for music teachers everywhere.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: Kodály
in the Third Grade Classroom Mícheál Houlahan, Philip Tacka, 2015 Kodály in the Third Grade
Classroom provides teachers with a step-by-step road map for developing children's performance,
creative movement, and literacy skills in an organic and thoughtful manner. Each chapter contains
key questions, discussion points, and ongoing assignments. Scholarly yet practical and accessible,
this volume is sure to be an essential guide for music teachers everywhere.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: Kodály
in the Second Grade Classroom Mícheál Houlahan, Philip Tacka, 2015 Kodály in the Second Grade
Classroom provides teachers with a step-by-step road map for developing children's performance,
creative movement, and literacy skills in an organic and thoughtful manner. Each chapter contains
key questions, discussion points, and ongoing assignments. Scholarly yet practical and accessible,
this volume is sure to be an essential guide for music teachers everywhere.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: Kodály
in the Fourth Grade Classroom Mícheál Houlahan, Philip Tacka, 2015 Since the mid-twentieth
century, Zoltán Kodály's child-developmental philosophy for teaching music has had significant
positive impact on music education around the world, and is now at the core of music teaching in the
United States and other English speaking countries. The Kodály Today handbook series is the first
comprehensive system to update and apply the Kodály concepts to teaching music in elementary



school classrooms. Kodály in the Fourth Grade Classroom provides teachers with a step-by-step road
map for developing children's performance, creative movement, and literacy skills in an organic and
thoughtful manner. Through six years of field-testing with music teachers in the United States, Great
Britain, and Hungary (the home country of Zoltán Kodály), authors Micheál Houlahan and Philip
Tacka have developed a methodology specifically for 21st century classrooms. Houlahan and Tacka
use the latest research findings in cognition and perception to create a system not only appropriate
for the developmental stages of fourth graders but also one which integrates vertically between
elementary music classes. The methods outlined in this volume encourage greater musical ability
and creativity in children by teaching them to sing, move, play instruments, and develop music
literacy skills. In addition, Kodály in the Fourth Grade Classroom promotes critical thinking, problem
solving, and collaboration skills. Although the book uses the Kodály philosophy, its methodology has
also been tested by teachers certified in Orff and Dalcroze, and has proven an essential guide for
teachers no matter what their personal philosophy and specific training might be. Over 100
children's books are incorporated into Kodály in the Fourth Grade Classroom, as well as 35 detailed
lesson plans that demonstrate how music and literacy curriculum goals are transformed into
tangible musical objectives. Scholarly yet practical and accessible, this volume is sure to be an
essential guide for elementary music teachers everywhere.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Research in Education , 1974
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Resources in Education , 2001-04
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: The
Teaching of Instrumental Music Richard Colwell, Michael Hewitt, 2015-08-20 This book
introduces music education majors to basic instrumental pedagogy for the instruments and
ensembles most commonly found in the elementary and secondary curricula. This text focuses on the
core competencies required for teacher certification in instrumental music. The first section of the
book focuses on essential issues for a successful instrumental program: objectives, assessment and
evaluation, motivation, administrative tasks, and recruiting and scheduling (including block
scheduling). The second section devotes a chapter to each wind instrument plus percussion and
strings, and includes troubleshooting checklists for each instrument. The third section focuses on
rehearsal techniques from the first day through high school.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Teachers Guide to Music in the Elementary School Joint Committee of the California Music
Educators Association and the Music Committee of the California Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development, 1963
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: Books
and Pamphlets, Including Serials and Contributions to Periodicals Library of Congress. Copyright
Office, 1968
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades:
Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy Through the Communicative and Visual Arts,
Volume II James Flood, Shirley Brice Heath, Diane Lapp, 2015-04-22 The Handbook of Research on
Teaching Literacy Through the Communicative and Visual Arts, Volume II brings together
state-of-the-art research and practice on the evolving view of literacy as encompassing not only
reading, writing, speaking, and listening, but also the multiple ways through which learners gain
access to knowledge and skills. It forefronts as central to literacy education the visual,
communicative, and performative arts, and the extent to which all of the technologies that have
vastly expanded the meanings and uses of literacy originate and evolve through the skills and
interests of the young. A project of the International Reading Association, published and distributed
by Routledge/Taylor & Francis. Visit http://www.reading.org for more information about Internationl
Reading Associationbooks, membership, and other services.
  teaching towards musical understanding a handbook for the elementary grades: DPI
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