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Stages of Language Acquisition for ELLs: Understanding the Journey to Fluency

stages of language acquisition for ells are crucial for educators, parents,
and learners themselves to comprehend as they navigate the complex process of
learning English as a second language. English Language Learners (ELLS)
embark on a unique journey that involves acquiring skills in listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Recognizing these stages helps tailor
instruction to meet learners' needs effectively and fosters a supportive
environment that encourages growth and confidence.

In this article, we will explore each stage of language acquisition for ELLs,
discuss common characteristics, and offer practical tips to support learners
through their progression. Understanding these phases not only demystifies
the learning process but also empowers educators to create meaningful,
accessible, and engaging language experiences.

The Four Key Stages of Language Acquisition for
ELLs

Language acquisition is often described through distinct stages, each
representing a milestone in learners’ ability to understand and use English.
While the pace varies depending on individual backgrounds and exposure, these
stages provide a helpful framework for observing progress.

1. Pre-Production Stage (Silent/Receptive Stage)

During the pre-production stage, ELLs are primarily focused on listening and
absorbing the new language. It’s common for learners to say very little or
nothing at all during this phase. They are tuning their ears to the sounds,
rhythms, and patterns of English, building a silent foundation for future
communication.

**Characteristics of the Pre-Production Stage:**

- Minimal verbal responses, often nonverbal communication like nodding or
pointing

- High reliance on gestures and visual cues to understand meaning

- Recognizing key vocabulary and simple phrases

- Developing comprehension through repetition and context

**Tips to Support Learners:**



- Use pictures, realia, and gestures to convey meaning clearly

- Speak slowly and clearly, using simple language structures

- Provide plenty of opportunities for listening without pressure to speak
- Encourage participation through nonverbal responses initially

2. Early Production Stage

Once learners feel more comfortable, they enter the early production stage,
where they begin to experiment with spoken language. This phase is marked by
short phrases or one- or two-word responses. Although grammar and vocabulary
might be limited, learners start actively using English to communicate.

**Key Features Include:**

- Using memorized phrases and simple sentences

- Making frequent grammatical errors, which is a natural part of learning
- Asking and answering basic questions

- Beginning to read and write simple words or sentences

**Strategies to Encourage Development:**

- Engage students in structured speaking activities, such as role-plays or
sentence starters

- Reinforce vocabulary through thematic units related to their interests or
daily life

- Correct errors gently, focusing on meaning rather than perfection

- Introduce basic reading and writing tasks to build foundational literacy

3. Speech Emergence Stage

At this stage, ELLs develop more confidence in their language use, expanding
their vocabulary and sentence structures. They can participate in
conversations, ask questions, and express ideas more clearly, though they may
still face challenges with complex grammar and abstract concepts.

**What to Expect During Speech Emergence:**

- Producing longer sentences and more spontaneous speech

- Improved comprehension of spoken and written English

- Beginning to use English in academic contexts

- Making fewer pronunciation errors but still learning nuances

**How to Support Learners:**
- Encourage group discussions and collaborative projects to build fluency

- Introduce more complex texts and encourage critical thinking skills
- Provide explicit instruction on grammar and academic vocabulary



- Use scaffolding techniques such as sentence frames and graphic organizers

4. Intermediate Fluency Stage

In the intermediate fluency stage, learners demonstrate greater command of
English, using it with more accuracy and ease in both social and academic
settings. They can understand and produce complex sentences and engage in
extended conversations.

**Characteristics Include:**

- Using English with increased grammatical accuracy

- Expressing opinions and explaining thoughts effectively
- Reading and writing longer texts with comprehension

- Participating confidently in classroom discussions

**Supporting Learners at This Level:**

- Challenge students with higher-level reading materials and writing
assignments

- Foster critical analysis and synthesis of information

- Promote peer feedback and self-assessment strategies

- Encourage use of English outside the classroom for real-world practice

Additional Considerations in Understanding
Stages of Language Acquisition for ELLs

While these stages provide a general roadmap, it’'s important to remember that
language acquisition is not always linear. Learners might move back and forth
between stages depending on their exposure, motivation, and the learning
environment.

Cultural and Emotional Factors

Language learning is deeply connected to cultural identity and emotional
well-being. ELLs may experience anxiety, frustration, or embarrassment,
especially when expected to perform before they feel ready. Creating a safe
and inclusive space is essential to encourage risk-taking and persistence.

The Role of First Language (L1)

A learner’s native language plays a vital role in acquiring English. Strong



literacy skills in L1 can transfer to English, facilitating reading and
writing development. However, differences in grammar, syntax, or phonology
may also present challenges. Recognizing and valuing the first language helps
build confidence and bridges understanding.

Distinguishing Between Social and Academic Language

One of the complexities in the language acquisition process is the difference
between Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS) and Cognitive
Academic Language Proficiency (CALP). Many ELLs can engage socially with
peers relatively quickly but require more time and support to master academic
language necessary for success in school.

Practical Tips for Educators to Support Each
Stage

Understanding the stages of language acquisition for ELLs equips educators to
implement targeted strategies that promote effective learning. Here are some
actionable tips:

Use Visual Supports: Incorporate images, charts, and graphic organizers
to make content more accessible.

e Differentiate Instruction: Tailor lessons to meet diverse proficiency
levels within the classroom.

e Encourage Peer Interaction: Pair ELLs with fluent English speakers for
language-rich conversations.

e Integrate Language and Content Learning: Teach vocabulary and language
structures alongside subject matter.

e Provide Consistent Feedback: Focus on communication effectiveness while
gently correcting errors.

e Celebrate Progress: Acknowledge milestones to boost motivation and self-
esteem.

Why Patience and Persistence Matter

Language acquisition for ELLs is a gradual process that requires time,



patience, and consistent practice. Progress may sometimes seem slow or
uneven, but each stage builds upon the last, eventually leading to fluency
and confidence. By recognizing and respecting the stages of language
acquisition, educators and families can better support learners in overcoming
challenges and embracing their multilingual journey with enthusiasm.

Learning a new language opens doors to new cultures, ideas, and
opportunities. The journey through the stages of language acquisition for
ELLs is not just about mastering English; it’s about empowering learners to
thrive academically and socially in diverse environments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main stages of language acquisition for
English Language Learners (ELLs)?

The main stages of language acquisition for ELLs are: 1) Pre-production
(silent period), 2) Early production, 3) Speech emergence, 4) Intermediate
fluency, and 5) Advanced fluency.

How long does each stage of language acquisition
typically last for ELLs?

The duration varies by individual, but generally: Pre-production lasts 3-6
months, Early production 6 months, Speech emergence 1 year, Intermediate
fluency 1-2 years, and Advanced fluency 5-7 years for academic language
proficiency.

What characterizes the pre-production stage in
language acquisition for ELLs?

During the pre-production stage, learners have minimal comprehension and
typically remain silent while they build receptive language skills and begin
to understand basic vocabulary and phrases.

How can teachers support ELLs during the early
production stage?

Teachers can support ELLs by using simple yes/no or either/or questions,
encouraging one- or two-word responses, providing visual aids, and creating a
low-pressure environment for language practice.

What challenges do ELLs face during the speech



emergence stage?

During speech emergence, ELLs may struggle with grammar, pronunciation, and
vocabulary gaps, leading to limited sentence structure and occasional errors
while they attempt to communicate more complex ideas.

Why is the intermediate fluency stage important for
academic success in ELLs?

In the intermediate fluency stage, learners develop improved vocabulary,
sentence structure, and comprehension skills, which are crucial for
understanding academic content and participating effectively in classroom
discussions.

How can educators assess the language acquisition
stages of ELLs?

Educators can assess language stages through observations, language
proficiency tests, student interviews, and monitoring oral and written
language skills to tailor instruction to each learner's needs.

Additional Resources
Stages of Language Acquisition for ELLs: An In-Depth Exploration

Stages of language acquisition for ELLs (English Language Learners) form a
critical framework for educators, linguists, and policymakers aiming to
facilitate effective language development. Understanding these stages not
only aids in tailoring instruction that meets learners’ needs but also
reveals the complexities inherent in acquiring a second language. As global
migration patterns continue to diversify classrooms, the significance of
comprehending language acquisition processes for ELLs escalates, ensuring
equitable access to education and fostering academic success.

Understanding the Foundations of Language
Acquisition for ELLs

Language acquisition, particularly for English Language Learners, is not a
monolithic process but rather a dynamic progression through identifiable
phases. These stages provide an analytical lens for tracking linguistic
development, highlighting how learners move from basic comprehension to
advanced fluency. The process is influenced by various factors, including
age, prior linguistic knowledge, exposure intensity, and socio-cultural
contexts.



Researchers and educators often categorize the stages of language acquisition
for ELLs into five primary phases: Preproduction, Early Production, Speech
Emergence, Intermediate Fluency, and Advanced Fluency. Recognizing these
phases supports differentiated instruction and helps in setting realistic
expectations for language proficiency.

Preproduction Stage: The Silent Period

The initial phase, commonly known as the Preproduction or Silent Period,
typically lasts from a few weeks to several months. During this stage, ELLs
absorb the new language by listening and observing but rarely attempt to
verbalize it. This silent phase is sometimes misunderstood as a lack of
engagement or ability, yet it is a vital period of cognition and
comprehension.

Characteristics of this stage include:

e Minimal verbal output

e Reliance on non-verbal communication such as gestures and facial
expressions

e High receptivity to contextual clues and visual aids

Educators are encouraged to provide rich linguistic input and create a
supportive environment, avoiding pressure on learners to produce language
prematurely. Research indicates that respecting this silent period can lead
to more natural and confident speech development later.

Early Production: Beginning to Speak

Following the silent phase, learners enter the Early Production stage, where

they start to use simple words and phrases, often relying on memorized chunks
of language. This stage generally spans six months to a year and is marked by
limited vocabulary and frequent errors.

Key features include:

e Use of one- or two-word responses
e Simple sentence structures

e Frequent misunderstandings and grammatical inaccuracies



During this phase, learners benefit from scaffolded instruction that
encourages language experimentation without fear of correction. Providing
sentence frames and engaging in interactive activities can boost confidence
and expand language use.

Speech Emergence: Expanding Communication

The Speech Emergence stage usually occurs between one and three years after
initial exposure to English. ELLs begin to produce longer sentences and
engage in more complex conversations. Vocabulary expands significantly, and
learners start to express ideas, ask questions, and narrate experiences.

Important aspects of this stage:

e Increased comprehension of academic language
e Frequent grammatical errors persist but lessen over time

e Ability to participate in social interactions

At this point, learners require continued opportunities for authentic
communication and exposure to academic content. Incorporating content-based
instruction and peer collaboration can enhance both language and subject
matter mastery.

Intermediate Fluency: Developing Competence

By the Intermediate Fluency stage, which often spans from three to five
years, ELLs demonstrate greater control over language mechanics. Their
vocabulary becomes more specialized, and they can engage in discussions on
unfamiliar topics with increased accuracy.

Characteristics include:

e Use of complex sentences and varied vocabulary
e Improved understanding of idiomatic expressions and figurative language

e Capability to analyze and synthesize information

Despite significant progress, learners might still face challenges with



subtle language nuances and academic content demanding higher-order thinking.
Targeted support in academic vocabulary and language structures remains
essential.

Advanced Fluency: Near-Native Proficiency

The final stage, Advanced Fluency, reflects near-native command over both
social and academic English. This level can take five to seven years or more
to achieve, depending on individual circumstances. Learners can comprehend
and convey complex ideas, participate fully in academic discourse, and
navigate cultural subtleties.

Features of this stage include:

e High-level comprehension and expression
e Mastery of academic and technical vocabulary

e Ability to use language flexibly and creatively

Achieving advanced fluency positions ELLs for academic success comparable to
native speakers. However, educators should recognize that language
development is ongoing, and even advanced learners may continue refining
pragmatic and cultural competencies.

Factors Influencing the Stages of Language
Acquisition for ELLs

While the outlined stages provide a structured framework, the trajectory of
language acquisition varies widely among individuals. Variables such as age
at acquisition, first language proficiency, socio-emotional factors, and
instructional quality profoundly shape the pace and depth of language
learning.

Younger learners often acquire language more naturally and rapidly,
benefiting from neuroplasticity, whereas older learners might rely more on
explicit instruction. Additionally, learners with strong literacy skills in
their first language tend to transfer those competencies to English more
efficiently, facilitating vocabulary and grammar acquisition.

Socio-cultural integration plays a pivotal role—the more learners engage in
authentic communication and feel socially supported, the more motivated and
successful they become. Conversely, anxiety, limited exposure, or
inconsistent instruction can prolong stages or cause regression.



Comparative Insights: Language Acquisition vs.
Language Learning

It is also important to distinguish between language acquisition and language
learning within the context of ELLs. Acquisition refers to the subconscious
assimilation of language through meaningful interaction, often observed in
early stages. In contrast, language learning is a more conscious process
involving formal instruction, typically emphasized in classroom settings.

Balancing these approaches is crucial. Overreliance on explicit grammar
instruction without sufficient communicative practice can hinder natural
progression, while immersion without structure might overwhelm learners.
Effective programs integrate both, aligning with the stages of language
acquisition for ELLs to optimize outcomes.

Implications for Educators and Policy Makers

Understanding the stages of language acquisition for ELLs informs curriculum
design, assessment practices, and teacher training. Recognizing where a
learner stands within these stages allows for personalized strategies that
address specific linguistic and cognitive needs.

For example, in the Preproduction and Early Production stages, visual
supports, modeling, and simplified language facilitate comprehension. As
learners progress, scaffolding academic language and promoting peer
interaction become priorities.

Moreover, assessment tools must be sensitive to these stages to avoid
misclassification or underestimation of learners’ abilities. High-stakes
testing that fails to account for language development stages risks
misrepresenting ELLs' true competencies.

Policy makers are encouraged to allocate resources toward professional
development and research that deepen understanding of ELLs’ language
trajectories. Inclusive policies that foster cultural responsiveness and
family engagement further enhance language acquisition environments.

The evolving demographics of classrooms worldwide underscore the urgency of
refining approaches to language acquisition. By delving into the stages of
language acquisition for ELLs with rigor and nuance, stakeholders can better
support learners’ journeys toward linguistic proficiency and academic
achievement.



Stages Of Language Acquisition For Ells

stages of language acquisition for ells: Effective Schooling for English Language
Learners Patricia Smiley, Trudy Salsberry, 2007 Organized around a series of Critical Questions
and Leadership Challenges, this book offers knowledge and expertise about the elementary
principal's leadership role in- -effective instructional strategies -student assessment -school climate
-parent involvement -and other ways to improve the academic achievement of English Language
learners.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Getting Started with English Language Learners
Judie Haynes, 2007 A veteran educator provides insights and strategies for educators unaccustomed
to working with students whose native language is not English.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching the Arts to Engage English Language
Learners Margaret Macintyre Latta, Elaine Chan, 2010-12-20 Written for prospective and practicing
visual arts, music, drama, and dance educators, Teaching the Arts to Engage English Language
Learners offers guidance for engaging ELLs, alongside all learners, through artistic thinking. By
paying equal attention to visual art, music, drama, and dance education, this book articulates how
arts classrooms can create rich and supportive contexts for ELLs to grow socially, academically, and
personally. The making and relating, perceiving and responding, and connecting and understanding
processes of artistic thinking, create the terrain for rich curricular experiences. These processes
also create the much-needed spaces for ELLs to gain communicative practice, skill, and confidence.
Special features include generative texts such as films, poems, and performances that function as
springboards for arts educators to adapt according to the needs of their classroom; teaching tips,
formative assessment practices, and related instructional tables and resources; an annotated list of
internet sites, reader-friendly research articles, and instructional materials; and a glossary for
readers’ reference.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Immersing ESL: A Practical Guide for Educators
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-27 Immersing ESL: A Practical Guide for Educators is the ultimate
resource for teachers, administrators, and anyone dedicated to creating a supportive and effective
learning environment for English language learners (ELLs). This comprehensive guidebook provides
a wealth of practical strategies, evidence-based methods, and essential insights to equip educators
with the knowledge and skills necessary to empower ELLs and help them thrive in the classroom.
Written by Pasquale De Marco, a seasoned ESL educator and researcher, Immersing ESL delves into
the intricacies of teaching English as a second language, offering a holistic approach that
encompasses language acquisition, pedagogy, assessment, and cultural considerations. With its
engaging and accessible writing style, this guidebook guides readers through the complexities of
ESL instruction, providing clear explanations, illustrative examples, and reflective questions to
promote deeper understanding and application. Throughout the book, educators will discover
research-based strategies for creating an inclusive and supportive learning environment, effective
methods for teaching English language skills, and practical guidance for integrating ESL instruction
into the core curriculum. Immersing ESL also addresses the importance of culturally responsive
teaching and assessment, providing educators with the tools to support ELLs' academic and
social-emotional development. More than just a guidebook, Immersing ESL is a companion for
educators on their journey to empower ELLs and help them achieve success. With its comprehensive
coverage of ESL theory and practice, this resource empowers educators to create transformative
learning experiences that foster language acquisition, academic achievement, and personal growth
for all students. Key Features of Immersing ESL: * Research-based strategies for creating an
inclusive and supportive learning environment for ELLs * Effective methods for teaching English
language skills, including reading, writing, speaking, and listening * Practical guidance for
integrating ESL instruction into the core curriculum * Culturally responsive approaches to teaching
and assessment * Resources and strategies for supporting ELLs' academic and social-emotional
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development Immersing ESL is an essential resource for educators committed to providing
high-quality instruction to ELLs. With its comprehensive coverage of ESL theory and practice, this
guidebook empowers educators to create transformative learning experiences that foster language
acquisition, academic achievement, and personal growth for all students. If you like this book, write
a review on google books!

stages of language acquisition for ells: Classroom Instruction That Works with English
Language Learners Jane D. Hill, Kirsten B. Miller, 2013-11-13 Language has always been the
medium of instruction, but what happens when it becomes a barrier to learning? In this book, Jane
Hill and Kirsten Miller take the reenergized strategies from the second edition of Classroom
Instruction That Works and apply them to students in the process of acquiring English. New features
in this edition include * The Thinking Language Matrix, which aligns Bloom's taxonomy with the
stages of language acquisition and allows students at all levels to engage in meaningful learning. *
The Academic Language Framework, an easy-to-use tool for incorporating language-development
objectives into content instruction. * Suggestions for helping students develop oral language that
leads to improved writing. * Tips for Teaching that emphasize key points and facilitate instructional
planning. Whether your students are learning English as a second language or are native English
speakers who need help with their language development, this practical, research-based book
provides the guidance necessary to ensure better results for all.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching English Language Learners in Career
and Technical Education Programs Victor M. Hernandez-Gantes, William Blank, 2008-10-09
Exploring the unique challenges of vocational education, this book provides simple and
straightforward advice on how to teach English Language Learners in today's Career and Technical
Education programs. The authors' teaching framework and case studies draw from common settings
in which career and technical educators find themselves working with ELLs—in the classroom, in the
laboratory or workshop, and in work-based learning settings. By integrating CTE and academic
instruction, and embedding career development activities across the curriculum, readers will gain a
better understanding of the challenges of teaching occupationally-oriented content to a diverse
group of learners in multiples settings.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Science for English Language Learners Dolores
Beltran, Lilia Sarmiento, 2012-10-01 Science for English Language Learners uses the inquiry-based
5E model of instruction (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend, and Evaluate) to offer valuable strategies
for academic language development and gaining science content knowledge. With engaging stories
and interactive activities examples suitable for all grade levels, teachers will learn how to assist
their students to activate prior knowledge, build understanding, and question and explore crucial
science themes, as well as explicitly develop their language abilities.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching Vocabulary to English Language
Learners Michael F. Graves, Diane August, Jeannette Mancilla-Martinez, 2012-11-15 Building on
Michael Graves's bestseller, The Vocabulary Book, this new resource offers a comprehensive plan
for vocabulary instruction that K-12 teachers can use with English language learners. It is broad
enough to include instruction for students who are just beginning to build their English vocabularies,
as well as for students whose English vocabularies are approaching those of native speakers. The
authors describe a four-pronged program that follows these key components: providing rich and
varied language experiences; teaching individual words; teaching word learning strategies; and
fostering word consciousness. This user-friendly book integrates up-to-date research on best
practices into each chapter and includes vignettes, classroom activities, sample lessons, a list of
children's literature, and more.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching Science to English Language Learners
Joyce Nutta, Nazan U. Bautista, Malcolm B. Butler, 2010-09-13 Teaching Science to English
Language Learners offers science teachers and teacher educators a straightforward approach for
engaging ELLs learning science.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching English Language Learners Across the



Content Areas Judie Haynes, Debbie Zacarian, 2010-02-15 English language learners (ELLs) often
face the difficult challenge of learning both a new language and new subject matter at the same
time. In Teaching English Language Learners Across the Content Areas, Judie Haynes and Debbie
Zacarian offer strategies, tools, and tips that teachers can use to help ELLs at all levels flourish in
mainstream classrooms. This book will show teachers how to * Determine their ELLs' stages of
English language acquisition. * Modify assignments and assessments in different content areas for
ELLs at different stages of language development. * Ensure that all ELLs participate fully in lesson
activities alongside their English-fluent peers. * Communicate effectively with parents and guardians
of students from diverse cultures. Real-life examples of lessons from elementary, middle, and high
school that have been modified for ELLs in language arts, math, science, and social studies classes
show how to effectively put the authors' recommendations into practice. A glossary of important ELL
and ESL terms is included as well, for those who are new to teaching ELLs. Whether novice or
veteran, all teachers of ELLs will benefit from this wonderfully practical guide to ensuring that ELLs
learn English by learning content--and learn content while learning English.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching Language Arts to English Language
Learners Anete Vasquez, Angela L. Hansen, Philip C. Smith, 2010-11-24 Teaching Language Arts to
English Language Learners provides readers with the comprehensive understanding of both the
challenges that face ELLs and ways in which educators might address them in the language arts
classroom.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Implementing Response-to-Intervention to
Address the Needs of English-Language Learners Holly S. Hudspath-Niemi, Mary Lou Conroy,
2013-06-26 There is considerable concern surrounding the complex issue of how to meet the
learning needs of English-language learners within general and special education programs.
Implementing Response-to-Intervention to Address the Needs of English-Language Learners
increases school psychologists’ knowledge of intervention strategies related to ELLs, through its
examination of the challenges associated with evaluating ELLs and by providing a collaborative
framework to enhance educational identification and placement in special education. It accomplishes
this by incorporating research-based intervention approaches for ELLs and offering a comprehensive
guide to the processes and tools that school teams should consider when utilizing a response to
intervention model to support the academic and behavioral needs of ELLs. With a strong focus on
alternative assessment, collaboration, and parental involvement, this volume in a definitive
touchstone in the quest to provide culturally responsive pedagogy and appropriate adapted
classroom instruction for English-language learners of various proficiency levels.

stages of language acquisition for ells: How to Reach and Teach English Language
Learners Rachel Carrillo Syrja, 2011-09-06 Practical, ready-to-use ELL strategies firmly rooted in
the latest research This book provides practical strategies and tools for assessing and teaching even
the most hard to reach English language learners across the content areas. Syrja offers educators
the latest information on working with ELLs (including using formative assessments) and provides a
wealth of classroom-tested models and measures. These tools have proven to be effective with ESL
students at all levels, including Long Term English Learners (LTELs). Throughout the book, the
author shares powerful research-based strategies and clearly illustrates how they should be
implemented in the classroom for maximum impact. Filled with proven ideas and easy-to-implement
tips for teaching ELLs Designed to be a practical ELL/ESL resource for classroom teachers Syrja, a
former teacher and ESL student, is a noted expert in English language learning and a Professional
Development Associate with the Leadership and Learning Center This value-packed guide offers
educators accessible and research-based classroom strategies for reaching and teaching ELLs.

stages of language acquisition for ells: The Common Core Companion: The Standards
Decoded, Grades 3-5 Leslie A. Blauman, Leslie Blauman, Jim Burke, 2014-04-24 This book explains
what the standards say, what they mean, and how to teach them. The book is organized by the
Anchor Standards in the following categories: Reading Literature Informational Text Foundational
Reading Skills (This is a departure from the 6-12 standards that we will have to consider in



design/format) Writing Speaking and Listening Language

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching Reading to English Language Learners
Kristin Lems, Leah D. Miller, Tenena M. Soro, 2009-11-20 Written specifically for K-12 educators,
this accessible book explains the processes involved in second-language acquisition and provides a
wealth of practical strategies for helping English language learners (ELLs) succeed at reading. The
authors integrate knowledge from two fields that often remain disconnected—linguistics and
literacy—with a focus on what works in the classroom. Teachers learn effective practices for
supporting students as they build core competencies not just for reading in English, but also for
listening, speaking, and writing. Engaging vignettes and examples illustrate ways to promote ELLs’
communicative skills across the content areas and in formal and informal settings.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Teaching Mathematics to English Language Learners
Gladis Kersaint, Denisse R. Thompson, Mariana Petkova, 2014-06-05 Today's mathematics
classrooms increasingly include students for whom English is a second language. Teaching
Mathematics to English Language Learners provides readers a comprehensive understanding of
both the challenges that face English language learners (ELLs) and ways in which educators might
address them in the secondary mathematics classroom. Framed by a research perspective, Teaching
Mathematics to English Language Learners presents practical instructional strategies for engaging
learners that can be incorporated as a regular part of instruction. The authors offer context-specific
strategies for everything from facilitating classroom discussions with all students, to reading and
interpreting math textbooks, to tackling word problems. A fully annotated list of math web and print
resources completes the volume, making this a valuable reference to help mathematics teachers
meet the challenges of including all learners in effective instruction. Features and updates to this
new edition include: An updated and streamlined Part 1 provides an essential overview of ELL
theory in a mathematics specific context. Additional practical examples of mathematics problems
and exercises make turning theory into practice easy when teaching ELLs New pedagogical
elements in Part 3 include tips on harnessing new technologies, discussion questions and reflection
points. New coverage of the Common Core State Standards, as well as updates to the web and print
resources in Part 4.

stages of language acquisition for ells: Young English Language Learners Eugene E. Garcia,
Ellen C. Frede, 2019-07-05 It is well known that the number of non-English speakers is on the rise in
the United States. What is less well known is that the largest proportion of this population is
children under the age of 5. These young English language learners (ELLs) often demonstrate
achievement gaps in basic math and reading skills when they start school. How best to educate this
important and growing preschool population is a pressing concern for policymakers and
practitioners. The chapters in this important book provide up-to-date syntheses of the research base
for young ELLs on critical topics such as demographics, development of bilingualism, cognitive and
neurological benefits of bilingualism, and family relationships, as well as classroom, assessment, and
teacher-preparation practices. Contributors: Linda M. Espinosa, Margaret Freedson, Claudia
Galindo, Fred Genesee, Donald J. Hernandez, José E. Nafiez Sr., and Flora V. Rodriguez-Brown “This
is a must-have for those who are working directly or indirectly with young English language
learners.” —Olivia Saracho, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland

stages of language acquisition for ells: Handbook of L.earning Disabilities, Second Edition H.
Lee Swanson, Karen R. Harris, Steve Graham, 2014-08-13 This comprehensive handbook reviews the
major theoretical, methodological, and instructional advances that have occurred in the field of
learning disabilities. With contributions from leading researchers, the volume synthesizes a vast
body of knowledge on the nature of learning disabilities, their relationship to basic psychological and
brain processes, and how students with these difficulties can best be identified and treated. Findings
are reviewed on ways to support student performance in specific skill areas/m-/including language
arts, math, science, and social studies/m-/as well as general principles of effective instruction that
cut across academic domains. Authoritative and up to date, the book also examines the concepts and
methods that guide learning disability research and identifies promising directions for future



investigation--

stages of language acquisition for ells: Instructional Assessment of English Language
Learners in the K-8 Classroom Diane K. Brantley, 2007 This classroom-ready resource provides
teachers in grades K-8 with specific assessments that can be administered to English language
learners within the regular classroom. Long overdue and with a focus on the needs of English
language learners (ELLs) within the classroom, Instructional Assessment of English Language
Learners is a unique book designed to teach readers the basic concepts of assessing English. Today's
education courses place an increasing emphasis on the regular classroom teacher to instruct and
assess English language learners. Yet, classroom teachers have few resources available to them in
regard to assessing ELLs within their classrooms. This book helps readers master the assessments
to be administered to English learners and cover a range of literacy skills deemed necessary for
English language acquisition and reproduction, while also assessing the student's literacy skills in
their primary language. The overarching goal of this book is to enable teachers to acquire a deep
understanding of the value of instructional assessment for ELLs and the importance of evaluating
the results to provide the students with immediate, appropriate and meaningful instruction. The
book addresses the specific areas of language arts related to the development, acquisition, and
reproduction of the English language: oral language development and vocabulary; concepts of print
and the alphabetic strategies; word recognition and word identification strategies; reading fluency;
reading comprehension; written language development and spelling; content area literacy;
procedural knowledge; and problem-solving strategies. The strategies presented in this text are
research-based and are known to increase reading comprehension for ELLs.

stages of language acquisition for ells: English Language Learners: Vocabulary Building
Games & Activities, Ages 4 - 8 Seberg, 2010-05-18 Instill a love of language in English Language
Learners in grades PK-3 using Vocabulary Building Games and Activities. This 240-page book helps
students build vocabulary to become successful English speakers. It provides dozens of strategies
for teaching new words through storytelling, songs, and pictures books and includes more than
1,000 reproducible picture and word cards with a guide for selecting the appropriate words. The
book also includes tips for supporting young English learners.
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