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Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins: Unraveling the Stories Behind Language

encyclopedia of word and phrase origins serves as a fascinating gateway into the history and
evolution of language. Every word and phrase we use carries with it a unique story—whether it’s
rooted in ancient customs, historical events, or cultural phenomena. Exploring these origins not only
enriches our vocabulary but also deepens our appreciation for the language’s ever-changing nature.
If you’ve ever wondered why we say “kick the bucket” or where the phrase “break the ice” comes
from, diving into an encyclopedia of word and phrase origins offers a treasure trove of knowledge.

Why Explore an Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase
Origins?

Language is far more than a simple communication tool; it’s a living record of human history and
culture. An encyclopedia dedicated to the origins of words and phrases uncovers the fascinating
journeys that have shaped our everyday speech. This exploration enhances our understanding of
etymology—the study of word roots and histories—and idiomatic expressions that pepper our
conversations.

By learning about the etymology of words, we gain insights into the societies that coined them. For
example, many English words have Latin, Greek, or Old Norse roots, reflecting the diverse
influences on the language. Similarly, phrases often arise from specific historical events,
occupations, or traditions, making their origins a compelling intersection of linguistics and
anthropology.

Understanding Etymology: The Backbone of Word Origins

At the heart of any encyclopedia of word and phrase origins is etymology. Derived from the Greek
word *etumología*, meaning “study of the true sense,” etymology traces the lineage of words back
to their earliest forms. This involves examining how words have transformed phonetically,
semantically, and morphologically over centuries.

For instance, the word “salary” comes from the Latin *salarium*, which originally referred to the
money given to Roman soldiers to buy salt—a valuable commodity at the time. This reveals how
economic and social factors influence language development. Understanding these connections
helps readers appreciate not just words themselves but the historical contexts that shaped them.

Exploring the Origins of Common Phrases

Phrases often carry rich histories that aren’t immediately obvious. An encyclopedia of word and
phrase origins delves into these idioms, uncovering their literal and figurative beginnings.



Idioms and Their Historical Significance

Take the phrase “bite the bullet.” Today, it means to endure a painful or unpleasant situation
bravely. Its origin dates back to battlefield medicine when soldiers were given a bullet to bite on
during surgery to cope with pain before anesthesia was common. Knowing this backstory adds an
entirely new layer of meaning to what might otherwise be dismissed as just a quirky expression.

Similarly, “letting the cat out of the bag” refers to accidentally revealing a secret. This phrase is
believed to have originated from medieval marketplaces where unscrupulous sellers would replace
expensive piglets with less valuable cats in bags—if the cat escaped, the deceit was exposed. These
stories make language come alive and connect us to the past in unexpected ways.

How an Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins
Enhances Language Learning

For language learners and enthusiasts alike, understanding the roots of words and phrases can
accelerate vocabulary acquisition and improve retention. When you know the story behind a word, it
becomes more memorable and meaningful.

Tips for Using Origin Knowledge to Boost Vocabulary

Break down complex words: Many English words are composites of Latin or Greek roots.
For example, “telephone” combines *tele* (far) and *phone* (sound). Recognizing these parts
helps decode unfamiliar words.

Connect idioms to their stories: When learning idiomatic expressions, visualizing their
historical context can make them easier to remember.

Explore cognates: Words with common roots appear across different languages. Spotting
these connections can deepen understanding of multiple languages simultaneously.

By incorporating these strategies, language learners can turn an encyclopedia of word and phrase
origins into a practical tool for mastering vocabulary.

Digital Resources: Modern Access to Word and Phrase
Origins

In today’s digital age, accessing an encyclopedia of word and phrase origins has never been easier.
Numerous websites, apps, and online databases specialize in etymology and idiomatic expressions,
making linguistic exploration interactive and engaging.



Recommended Online Tools and Databases

Online Etymology Dictionary: A comprehensive resource that traces the histories of
thousands of English words with detailed explanations.

Phrase Finder: Focused on the origins of idioms and phrases, this site offers fascinating
backstories and usage examples.

Oxford English Dictionary (OED): Renowned for its authoritative etymologies, the OED
provides historical citations and word evolution timelines.

These platforms often incorporate search functions, making it easy to dive into the background of
any word or phrase that piques your curiosity.

The Cultural Impact of Word and Phrase Origins

Words and phrases are cultural artifacts that reflect the values, humor, and history of societies.
Understanding their origins fosters cultural literacy and empathy, especially as language evolves
across regions and generations.

How Origins Reflect Societal Change

Certain words and expressions reveal shifts in societal attitudes. For example, the phrase “calling a
spade a spade” originally referred to calling a tool by its name but has evolved to mean speaking
bluntly. However, awareness of contemporary sensitivities has led to debates about its usage in
modern contexts.

Moreover, slang terms and new idioms often emerge from subcultures, technology, or global
interactions, illustrating language’s dynamic nature. An encyclopedia of word and phrase origins
captures these ongoing transformations, providing snapshots of linguistic history in the making.

Bringing Stories to Life: The Joy of Discovering Origins

What makes an encyclopedia of word and phrase origins truly captivating is the human element
behind every entry. Each word or phrase is a window into a moment in time, a tradition, or a human
experience. Whether it’s the nautical roots of “three sheets to the wind” describing drunkenness or
the theatrical origin of “break a leg” as a way to wish performers good luck, these stories enrich our
communication.

Engaging with the origins of language invites us to see our words not as static labels but as vibrant
threads woven into the fabric of history. It’s a reminder that language is a collective creation,



constantly reshaped by the people who speak it.

---

Exploring an encyclopedia of word and phrase origins opens up a world where language and history
intertwine. From everyday idioms to ancient roots, the stories behind words deepen our connection
to language and to one another. Whether you’re a curious learner, a writer, or simply someone who
loves words, diving into the origins of language offers endless fascination and insight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an encyclopedia of word and phrase origins?
An encyclopedia of word and phrase origins is a reference book or resource that explains the history,
etymology, and background of various words and phrases, detailing how they came into use and
evolved over time.

Why are encyclopedias of word and phrase origins important?
They are important because they help us understand the linguistic, cultural, and historical contexts
of language, enriching our vocabulary and improving comprehension of idiomatic expressions.

Who typically writes encyclopedias of word and phrase
origins?
These encyclopedias are usually written by linguists, lexicographers, etymologists, and language
historians who specialize in the study of language development and history.

How can I use an encyclopedia of word and phrase origins for
learning?
You can use it to explore the background of unfamiliar words and phrases, understand idiomatic
expressions better, and enhance your language skills by gaining insights into the roots and evolution
of language.

Are there popular encyclopedias of word and phrase origins
available?
Yes, some popular examples include "The Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology," "The Oxford
Dictionary of Word Origins," and "Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable."

Can encyclopedias of word and phrase origins help with
writing and speaking?
Absolutely, by understanding the origins and proper usage of words and phrases, writers and



speakers can use language more effectively and creatively.

How accurate are the explanations in encyclopedias of word
and phrase origins?
While most encyclopedias strive for accuracy based on scholarly research, some etymologies can be
uncertain or debated among experts, so it's good to consult multiple sources when researching.

Are there online versions of encyclopedias of word and phrase
origins?
Yes, many reputable dictionaries and etymology resources are available online, often with
searchable databases and updated entries for easy access.

What is the difference between an etymological dictionary and
an encyclopedia of word origins?
An etymological dictionary primarily focuses on the history and derivation of individual words,
whereas an encyclopedia of word and phrase origins often includes broader explanations, cultural
context, and the origins of idiomatic expressions and phrases.

Can encyclopedias of word and phrase origins be used for
academic research?
Yes, they are valuable resources for linguistic, historical, and literary research, providing
authoritative information on the development and usage of language over time.

Additional Resources
Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins: Unveiling the Stories Behind Language

encyclopedia of word and phrase origins serves as an invaluable resource for linguists, writers,
historians, and curious readers alike who seek to delve into the fascinating histories and
transformations of language. This specialized encyclopedia compiles the etymology and provenance
of countless words and phrases, offering insights into how language evolves, reflects culture, and
preserves historical contexts. Understanding the origins behind commonly used expressions not only
enriches vocabulary but also deepens appreciation for communication’s nuanced development over
centuries.

The study of word and phrase origins—often called etymology—examines the roots, derivations, and
semantic shifts that words undergo. An encyclopedia dedicated to this field meticulously catalogs
terms from diverse languages and time periods, tracing their journeys from inception to
contemporary usage. The significance of such a reference work lies in its ability to illuminate
linguistic patterns, reveal cultural exchanges, and clarify often misunderstood idioms or phrases that
pepper everyday speech.



The Role of an Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase
Origins in Language Studies

An encyclopedia focused on word and phrase origins acts as a foundational tool for examining
language history. By providing etymological explanations and contextual backgrounds, it helps
demystify why certain words exist in their current forms and how phrases have gained metaphorical
or idiomatic meanings. Whether exploring the Latin roots of scientific terminology or uncovering the
colloquial beginnings of modern slang, these encyclopedias contribute richly to philological
research.

Unlike general dictionaries, which emphasize definitions and pronunciation, an encyclopedia of word
and phrase origins prioritizes comprehensive historical detail. It often includes:

Root language identification (Latin, Greek, Old English, etc.)

Chronological development and historical usage

Cross-linguistic influences and borrowings

Evolution of semantic meanings over time

Examples of literary or cultural references supporting origin theories

This depth enables scholars to trace linguistic shifts accurately. For example, the phrase “bite the
bullet” originally referred to soldiers literally biting a bullet during surgery before anesthesia was
available. This anecdotal origin, often cited in such encyclopedias, enhances understanding beyond
superficial interpretation.

Comparing Leading Encyclopedias of Word and Phrase Origins

Several renowned works dominate this niche, each with distinct strengths. Notable among them are
“The Oxford Dictionary of Phrase and Fable,” “Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable,” and “The
Barnhart Dictionary of Etymology.” Comparing these resources reveals differences in scope, user
accessibility, and academic rigor.

The Oxford edition is widely praised for its concise yet authoritative entries, making it accessible for
both casual readers and professionals. It integrates a broad spectrum of phrases from folklore,
mythology, and historical events, blending etymology with cultural storytelling.

Brewer’s Dictionary, on the other hand, leans more toward anecdotal and mythological explanations,
often appealing to readers interested in folklore and the origins of idiomatic expressions. Its
narrative style sometimes sacrifices strict etymological accuracy for engaging storytelling.

The Barnhart Dictionary of Etymology emphasizes rigorous linguistic methodology, ideal for those
requiring scholarly precision. It systematically analyzes word roots, phonological changes, and



morphological development, catering primarily to linguists and advanced researchers.

Each encyclopedia’s unique approach influences how users interact with the material. Those seeking
an investigative yet readable source may gravitate toward Oxford or Brewer, while professionals
desiring exhaustive etymological data might prefer Barnhart’s work.

Key Features and Benefits of Using an Encyclopedia of
Word and Phrase Origins

An encyclopedia dedicated to word and phrase origins offers multiple advantages that enhance both
academic research and casual learning:

Comprehensive Coverage: These encyclopedias encompass a vast array of words and
phrases, including obscure idioms, archaic terms, and modern coinages, providing a holistic
linguistic panorama.

Cultural Contextualization: By embedding entries within their historical or cultural
framework, users gain insight into societal values, historical events, and customs influencing
language.

Clarification of Misconceptions: Commonly misunderstood phrases or false etymologies are
often debunked, fostering accurate language appreciation.

Cross-disciplinary Utility: Beyond linguistics, such encyclopedias assist historians, writers,
educators, and translators in understanding language’s cultural layers.

Enhanced Vocabulary Skills: Knowledge of word origins supports memory retention and
nuanced usage, improving both comprehension and writing abilities.

While extremely useful, these encyclopedias also present challenges. The sheer volume of entries
can overwhelm casual readers without a targeted search approach. Additionally, etymology is
sometimes speculative; certain origins remain debated, which encyclopedias must acknowledge
carefully to maintain credibility.

How Digital Advances Have Transformed Encyclopedias of
Word and Phrase Origins

The digital era has revolutionized how etymological information is accessed and disseminated.
Online encyclopedias of word and phrase origins now provide interactive features unavailable in
traditional print versions. These include:

Searchable Databases: Users can quickly locate entries through keyword queries, filters,



and cross-references, streamlining research.

Multimedia Integration: Audio pronunciations, historical documents, and visual timelines
enrich understanding.

Continuous Updates: Digital platforms allow for real-time additions and corrections as new
linguistic evidence emerges.

User Contributions: Some websites enable expert or community input, fostering
collaborative knowledge-building.

However, this digital shift also raises questions about source credibility and editorial oversight.
Unlike vetted print editions, online encyclopedias vary widely in accuracy, necessitating critical
evaluation by users.

The Intersection of Language Evolution and Culture in
Word Origins

An encyclopedia of word and phrase origins does more than trace language mechanics; it reveals the
interplay between linguistic evolution and cultural transformation. Words often embody historical
moments, technological advances, or social attitudes that shaped their meanings.

For instance, the phrase “the whole nine yards” has been subject to numerous origin theories—from
WWII ammunition belts to concrete mixing trucks—each reflecting different cultural narratives.
Encyclopedias document these competing explanations, illustrating how language can encapsulate
complex social histories.

Similarly, many English words derive from Latin and Greek due to the influence of the Roman
Empire and scientific scholarship, while others reflect colonial exchanges and globalization,
highlighting language as a living record of human interaction.

Practical Applications of Exploring Word and Phrase Origins

Understanding etymology through encyclopedias can benefit various professional and educational
contexts:

Academic Research: Scholars in linguistics, literature, anthropology, and history use origin1.
references to support analysis and interpretation.

Language Teaching: Educators employ etymological insights to enhance vocabulary lessons2.
and cultural literacy.

Writing and Editing: Writers and editors leverage origins to choose precise words and avoid3.



clichés or misused idioms.

Legal and Technical Fields: Etymology clarifies terminology in contracts, patents, and4.
scientific documents, ensuring accurate communication.

These practical uses underscore the enduring relevance of a well-curated encyclopedia of word and
phrase origins in diverse professional settings.

As language continues to evolve, the pursuit of understanding its roots remains a dynamic endeavor.
The ongoing compilation and refinement of encyclopedias dedicated to word and phrase origins not
only preserve linguistic heritage but also inspire curiosity about the stories embedded in everyday
speech.

Encyclopedia Of Word And Phrase Origins

  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: The Facts on File Encyclopedia of Word and
Phrase Origins Robert Hendrickson, 2008 The most comprehensive single-volume reference of its
kind, The Facts On File Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins, Fourth Edition has been
completely updated and expanded and now contains definitions and origins of more than 15,000
words and expressions. This encyclopedia features anecdotes and information on the development of
a wide range of words, including slang, proverbs, animal and plant names, place names, nicknames,
historical expressions, foreign language expressions, and phrases from literature. The emphasis
throughout is on words and expressions whose origins are not adequately explained, or not
addressed at all, in standard dictionaries. Approximately 2,500 new entries have been added to this
edition, ranging from Aardsma to zounds.--BOOK JACKET.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: The Facts on File Encyclopedia of Word and
Phrase Origins Robert Hendrickson, 2004 This volume traces the sometimes bizarre and
fascinating origins and developments of more than 9,000 words and phrases, including slang,
proverbs, animal and plant names, place names, nicknames, historical expressions, foreign-language
expressions, and more. The emphasis throughout is on words and expressions with origins that are
not adequately explained, or not addressed at all, in standard dictionaries. Each entry provides
details on the etymological origin of a word or a phrase, retells stories about where it may first have
been spoken, and explains its evolution over time.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: The Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins
Robert Hendrickson, 1987
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Encyclopedia Of Word And Phrase Origins, 3/E
Robert Hendrickson, 2008-01-01 Updated and expanded, the Encyclopedia of Word and Pharse
Origins, Third Edition, features definitions and origins of more than 12,500 words and expressions,
making it the most comprehensive single-volume reference of its kind. This collection traces the
development of slang words, proverbs, animal and plant names, place-names, nicknames, historical
expressions, foreign-language expressions, and phrases from literature. With approximately 3,500
new entries, ranging from Axis of Evil to Zoot Suit Riots, this comprehensive and authoritative
encyclopedia engages word lovers and researchers and serves as an invaluable reference tool for all
students of language and literature.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins Robert
Hendrickson, 1997

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-081/encyclopedia-of-word-and-phrase-origins.pdf


  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: The Henry Holt Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase
Origins Robert Hendrickson, 1990 Traces the history of more than seven thousand English words,
expressions, and sayings
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: The Hidden History of Coined Words Ralph
Keyes, 2021 Written by one of the country's most experienced and entertaining etymological
detectives, The Hidden History of Coined Words provides a delightful excavation into the process by
which words became minted. Not only does Ralph Keyes give us the who-what-where of it all, but
delights in stories that reveal the mysteries of successful coinage.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Words and More Words Babs Bell Hajdusiewicz,
1997 Educational resource for teachers, parents and kids!
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Reference Sources for Small and Medium-sized
Libraries, Eighth Edition Jack O'Gorman, 2014-02-25 Focusing on new reference sources published
since 2008 and reference titles that have retained their relevance, this new edition brings
O’Gorman’s complete and authoritative guide to the best reference sources for small and
medium-sized academic and public libraries fully up to date. About 40 percent of the content is new
to this edition. Containing sources selected and annotated by a team of public and academic
librarians, the works included have been chosen for value and expertise in specific subject areas.
Equally useful for both library patrons and staff, this resource Covers more than a dozen key subject
areas, including General Reference; Philosophy, Religion, and Ethics; Psychology and Psychiatry;
Social Sciences and Sociology; Business and Careers; Political Science and Law; Education; Words
and Languages; Science and Technology; History; and Performing Arts Encompasses database
products, CD-ROMs, websites, and other electronic resources in addition to print materials Includes
thorough annotations for each source, with information on author/editor, publisher, cost, format,
Dewey and LC classification numbers, and more Library patrons will find this an invaluable resource
for current everyday topics. Librarians will appreciate it as both a reference and collection
development tool, knowing it’s backed by ALA’s long tradition of excellence in reference selection.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Curious English Words and Phrases Max Cryer,
2015-03-10 Have you ever wondered where terms like 'end of your tether', 'gets my goat' or 'letting
ones hair down' come from? Or why we call some people 'geezers', 'sugar daddies' or 'lounge
lizards'? Or where the words 'eavesdropping', 'nickname' and 'D-Day' come from? They are just a few
of the many words and phrases that language expert Max Cryer examines in this fact-filled and fun
new book. Max explains where these curious expressions come from, what they mean and how they
are used. Along the way he tells a host of colourful anecdotes and dispels quite a few myths - Did
Churchill originate the phrase 'black dog'? And if 'ivory tower' can be found in the Bible, why has its
meaning changed so drastically? Curious English Words and Phrases is a treasure trove for lovers of
language. Informative, amusing and value for money, this book is 'the real McCoy'. From 'couch
potato' to 'Bob's your uncle', you'll find the explanation here!
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Dictionary of Lexicography R. R. K. Hartmann,
Gregory James, 2002-01-04 Dictionaries are among the most frequently consulted books, yet we
know remarkably little about them. Who makes them? Where do they come from? What do they
offer? How can we evaluate them? The Dictionary of Lexicography provides answers to all these
questions and addresses a wide range of issues: * the traditions of dictionary-making * the different
types of dictionaries and other reference works (such as thesaurus, encyclopedia, atlas and
telephone directory) * the principles and concerns of lexicographers and other reference
professionals * the standards of dictionary criticism and dictionary use. It is both a professional
handbook and an easy-to-use reference work. This is the first time that the subject has been covered
in such a comprehensive manner in the form of a reference book. All articles are self-contained,
cross-referenced and uniformly structured. The whole is an up-to-date and forward-looking survey of
lexicography.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Robertson's Words for a Modern Age John G.
Robertson, 1991-10



  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Rumba Dance Encyclopedi Thomas L. Nelson,
2009-05 Kalif Brown is an inspiring basketball star, who has what it takes to make it to the NBA.
He's a high school senior with big dreams. But his off the court lifestyle of drugs and guns, may land
him in jail or dead. Growing up in a drug infested neighborhood filled with junkies, and criminals,
doesn't make his situation any better. And like most young black men and women he's living in a
single parent home with his mother. He doesn't have a father figure; therefore he turns to a local
dealer to fill that image of a father. Kalif must make a choice. Will it be Hustling or Hooping? And he
must make this decision fast because his dreams and life may depend on it. Many young inner city
athletes and those not into sports, deal with the pressures of everyday life. And many find it hard to
deal with especially if they don't have anyone to talk to. Hustling or Hooping may be a fictional book,
but there is a Kalif Brown in every urban city in the U.S. Many young black men grow up fatherless,
and turn to the streets for a family. The out come is usually negative. But many do make it out of
their situations. This book is highly recommended for any young man, or woman who is growing up
in a negative environment, and feels as though he or she cannot make that change for the good. This
book can be a tool, to make that negative situation a positive one. But also this book reveals the
consequences of not making that change for the better.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Guide to Reference Jo Bell Whitlatch, Susan E.
Searing, 2014-08-06 Ideal for public, school, and academic libraries looking to freshen up their
reference collection, as well as for LIS students and instructors conducting research, this resource
collects the cream of the crop sources of general reference and library science information.
Encompassing internet resources, digital image collections, and print resources, it includes the full
section on LIS Resources from the Guide to Reference database, which was voted a #1 Best
Professional Resource Database by Library Journal readers. Organized by topic and thoroughly
indexed, this guide makes it a snap to find the right sources. It offers an appealing introduction to
reference work and resources for LIS students and also serves as an affordable course book to
complement online Guide to Reference access.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Walford's Guide to reference material. Albert
John Walford, 1995
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Cupboard Love 2 Mark Morton, 2004 Cupboard
Love explores the fascinating stories behind familiar and no-so-familiar gastronomic terms. Who
knew that the word pomegranate is related to the word grenade? Light-hearted and thoroughly
researched, packed with linguistic lore and cultural trivia.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Casual Lex Webb Garrison, 2005-05-07
Containing updated editions of the What’s in a Word and Why You Say it, this compendium reveals
the history of common words and phrases. Are you a lover of language? Awaken your passion for
words, and savor the sheer deliciousness of the things people say! Casual Lex holds the hidden
pleasures found in our usage of words. This fresh edition of two etymology classics by Webb
Garrison will turn you on to the fascinating—and often surprising—stories behind everyday words
and phrases. Experience Casual Lex and discover: The phrase hell on wheels comes from the early
American practice of renting railway flatcars to create rolling casinos and brothels bound for the
Wild West. Gibberish was the word coined by English villagers to describe the hard-to-understand
dialects of certain bands of Gypsies. Gymnasium comes from the Greek word gymnos, which means
“naked”—Greek athletes trained and competed in the nude. If your joy of language has been
aroused, then many more surprises await you. After all, even the most formal users of our language
can benefit from a little Casual Lex “A rather good book to have at hand.” —Kirkus Reviews on Why
You Say It
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Magic Words Craig Conley, 2008-10-01 This is a
one-of-a-kind resource for armchair linguists, pop-culture enthusiasts, Pagans, Wiccans, magicians,
and trivia nuts alike.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Reference Sources for Small and
Medium-sized Libraries Jack O'Gorman, 2008 This guide to reference sources covers a wide range



of topics in a variety of formats including print, websites, CD-ROMs, and electronic databases.
  encyclopedia of word and phrase origins: Cartoon-Illustrated Metaphors Kaiman Lee,
2004-11 CARTOON-ILLUSTRATED METAPHORS: Idioms, Proverbs, Cliches and Slang gives you
accurate definitions, origins and usages of metaphors that you will easily understand and apply with
clarity and precision. This book is intended to help people who want to spice up the way they talk. It
is especially effective for people whose native languages are not English. Verbal metaphors used in
appropriate contexts can serve business, social, psychological and cultural purposes. Each metaphor
occupies one page which makes learning consistent and easy. Each page has a cartoon and a text
portion that consists of four categories of information: meaning, alternative, origin and usage.
People evaluate you by your conversational skill! Your conversational skill can be directly linked to
your career advancement, income level and social standing. To move up, your conversational skill
must surpass that of your co-workers. People perceive the level of your intelligence, education and
capabilities by how you express yourself in conversion. Get the help from CARTOON-ILLUSTRATED
METAPHORS: Idioms, Proverbs, Cliches and Slang. Clear your path to success! If you cannot
express your ideas eloquently, you can appear as lack of competence and qualification. Impress your
audience with your metaphors in the right context. Get your metaphors from
CARTOON-ILLUSTRATED METAPHORS: Idioms, Proverbs, Cliches and Slang. Your conversational
expressions will have pin-point accuracy! You will learn from CARTOON-ILLUSTRATED
METAPHORS: Idioms, Proverbs, Cliches and Slang the accurate definitions, origins and usage of
your metaphors, and apply them with clarity and precision.
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